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05/11/2020

ocor I

Request for Information — Local Government Official Information and Meetings Act
1987

We refer to your official information request dated 25 September 2020 for all
correspondence from members of the public and/or media to elected officials and/or the
CEO between 1 September and 25 September 2020 regarding the Mayor’s alleged
misconduct and purchasing of a property.

The information you have requested is enclosed. However, we have withheld some
information under section 7(2)(a) of the LGOIMA to protect the privacy of natural persons,
including that of deceased natural persons and under Section 7(2)(g) in order to maintain
legal professional privilege.

You have the right to seek an investigation and review by the Ombudsman of this decision.
Information about how to make a complaint is available at
www.ombudsman.parliament.nz or freephone 0800 802 602.

If you wish to discuss this decision with us, please feel free to contact us.

Regards,

Euan Kyle

Hutt City Council, 30 Laings Road, Private Bag 31912, Lower Hutt 5040, New Zealand
04 570 6702 W www.huttcity.govt.nz

From: Euan Kyle
Sent: Thursday, 22 October 2020 1:29 PM

Subject: RE: Information request #4

22/10/2020



Request for Information — Local Government Official Information and Meetings Act
1987

We refer to your official information request dated 25 September 2020 for all
correspondence from members of the public and/or media to elected officials and/or the
CEO between 1 September and 25 September 2020 regarding the Mayor’s alleged
misconduct and purchasing of a property.

We have decided to grant your request. However, due to the large amount of personal
identifiable details that require redaction, it will take us some time to prepare the
information for release. We will send you the information by 6 November 2020.

You have the right to seek an investigation and review by the Ombudsman of this decision.
Information about how to make a complaint is available at
www.ombudsman.parliament.nz or freephone 0800 802 602.

Yours sincerely,

Euan Kyle

Hutt City Council, 30 Laings Road, Private Bag 31912, Lower Hutt 5040, New Zealand
04 570 6702 W www.huttcity.govt.nz
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From:

Sent: Friday, 4 September 2020 7:53 PM

To: Campbell Barry

Subject: A long, but important message + Invitation :)
Hello Comrade Campbell,

Stuff all this- I've got you a solution . Drinks and Dinner !!

Please check your diary and can you give_ the pleasure of

having you and- over for drinks and dinner on any Saturday evening
i October.

Check with- and let's lock in an overdue session- What say?

Cheers and keep up the lovely work.

Regards

On 04 September 2020 at 18:39 Mayor Campbell Barry <campbell barry@huttcity.govt.nz>
wrote:

I
I am writing to you this evening to clarify the purchase of my family home in Wainuiomata.

As a Councillor and as Mayor I have always been transparent, upfront, and honest about
1ssues — 1t’s an approach I consider to underpin everything I have done since I was elected to
the Wainuiomata Community Board in 2010.

However, it’s still a bit unusual to be in a position to have to talk to you about the home my
wife Laura and I purchased last year in Wainuiomata.

Along with my mother and father in law, my wife and I were fortunate enough to buy a
beautiful home with some land on Upper Fitzherbert Road.

We were looking for something rural, with the ability to accommodate Laura and me, as well
as her mum and dad. Ultimately we were also looking with a view to a future family, and
room to grow.

When we were looking to move at the end of 2018, we looked at houses right across the
Hutt. It will not surprise you that being Wainuiomata born and bred, I was pretty keen to
keep living locally. We viewed a handful of houses in Wainuiomata, and we put offers on
two houses that were not accepted.



In December of that year, our real estate agent reached out and suggested we take a look at
the home we now live in. We didn’t fall immediately in love with it after looking at the
online listing, so didn’t pursue it at the time and continued looking at other options.

After Christmas that year, we saw that the house was still for sale. We asked the listing
agent to setup a viewing. Soon after we viewed it a second time with Laura’s mum and dad,
and then after that things moved quickly (as they do), and we put in an offer in February
2019 which was declined in favour of another purchaser. Later that month, the first offer fell
through and we were invited to make another offer, which was accepted.

When we purchased the home, I also emailed Council officers advising them of the house
purchase and invited them to raise any issues. There were no legal issues identified, and I
was given general advice on how to best manage homeownership in terms of Council’s
planning processes.

So — why am I telling you all of this?

When I was standing for Mayor last year, and close to the election, a number of my political
opponents were busy making a number of allegations about the purchase of our family home.

For those who aren’t familiar with the Upper Fitzherbert area in Wainuiomata, it has long
been identified as a potential site for housing development. It is one of the few remaining
areas of rural land in the Hutt, where large scale housing development is possible.

This was flagged in the Hutt City Council’s Urban Growth Strategy in 2012-2032. People
have also, for years, advocated for a second access way in the area, in part to support the
development of housing.

Regardless of these long term visions, there are no plans or budget in the pipeline to rezone
the area to allow for development of this scale. In fact, Council staff confirmed this when
they released all information related to Wainuiomata North in December last year.

Despite much of the thinking and reports being public, my opponents claim I learned about
detailed plans as a Councillor, and then sought to buy a house in an area where I would
financially benefit.

Along with staff, councillors, and stakeholders at the end of 2018 I did attend a session run
by consultants who described work as “blue sky thinking”, and were in part based on
potential development plans from 1976.

My political opponents said I had received detailed private briefings about potential
development. According to them, I then used that information to pursue a private sale for
our home.

Those things aren’t true.

But still, my political opponents wrote a complaint to authorities, and then aggressively
shopped the story around to journalists in Wellington and all the way up to Auckland.

This was all happening in late August and early September, just before voting in the local
body elections opened. It doesn’t take a rocket scientist to figure out the allegations had a
political motivation to them.



I spoke at length with journalists, answering questions, providing information — and the
journalists, in turn, spoke to Hutt City Council staff, the real estate agents we dealt with, our
neighbours, local government experts, and anyone else they needed to speak to in order to
test the veracity of the claims being made.

Every single journalist and news editor declined to print the story. There was simply nothing
in it, and no facts to back up the allegations that were being made.

The authorities also assessed what was being alleged, and declined to look at the matter any
further.

So, again — why am I telling you all of this?

It has now been about a year since that group of people started to shop the story around about
our family home.

So it was a bit surprising to learn recently that journalists had again been approached, with
the same allegations, by the same people, seeking to inflict the same damage.

Today I’ve decided I’ve had enough of this kind of politics.

While I know who is behind the complaints, there’s no benefit in naming them. I know they
have a political axe to grind, and that the allegations have time and again been debunked.

And it’s not that [ am above reproach, or questions being asked. Questions have been
asked. A lot of them. I’ve been upfront and honest about absolutely everything. It speaks
for itself that there hasn’t been anything of substance to report on.

But instead of continuing to go over these things again, by journalists who are seeing half-
baked allegations for the first time, I’'m going to explain them to you directly.

Some people say that “explaining is losing”. I personally give the public a lot more credit
than that, and think people are smart enough and experienced enough to make their own
judgments. In this circumstance, I’m confident the facts speak for themselves.

I was elected Mayor last year with a promise to always be open and transparent, and to tell
things how they are. This might mean that we may not always agree, but you can be
confident I’ve listened and been upfront with you in response.

As many will know, buying a home is generally a happy time in your life. Instead, my
family has been under constant stress from these allegations which have, and continue to
come up.

Rumors and innuendos are not what people are interested in, nor is petty and dirty
politics. The people I speak with want their elected officials to focus on the issues that
matter. Housing, infrastructure, our environment, and building back better from COVID-19.

Those issues will always be my focus, and will continue to be my focus. Part of this is
directly addressing this issue, which is a distraction from everything else.

So there it is. The story of my family home purchase in about 1000 words.

And if you have any questions at all, don’t hesitate to flick me a message, or send me an
email. I’ll do my best to respond to everyone.
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Kind regards,

Campbell Barry
Mayor of Lower Hutt




From:

Sent: Tuesday, 15 September 2020 1:33 PM
To: Campbell Barry

Subject: Re: A long, but important message

No explanation needed but thank you for the email. Power of the media. Read the correction and no
apologies.
Best wishes for you and your whanau.

Get Outlook for i0S

From: Mayor Campbell Barry <campbell.barry@huttcity.govt.nz>
Sent: Friday, September 4, 2020 6:39:12 PM

To:

Subject: A long, but important message

il
| am writing to you this evening to clarify the purchase of my family home in Wainuiomata.

As a Councillor and as Mayor | have always been transparent, upfront, and honest about issues — it's an approach |
consider to underpin everything | have done since | was elected to the Wainuiomata Community Board in 2010.

However, it’s still a bit unusual to be in a position to have to talk to you about the home my wife Laura and |
purchased last year in Wainuiomata.

Along with my mother and father in law, my wife and | were fortunate enough to buy a beautiful home with some land
on Upper Fitzherbert Road.

We were looking for something rural, with the ability to accommodate Laura and me, as well as her mum and
dad. Ultimately we were also looking with a view to a future family, and room to grow.

When we were looking to move at the end of 2018, we looked at houses right across the Hutt. It will not surprise you
that being Wainuiomata born and bred, | was pretty keen to keep living locally. We viewed a handful of houses in
Wainuiomata, and we put offers on two houses that were not accepted.

In December of that year, our real estate agent reached out and suggested we take a look at the home we now live
in. We didn’t fall immediately in love with it after looking at the online listing, so didn’t pursue it at the time and
continued looking at other options.

After Christmas that year, we saw that the house was still for sale. We asked the listing agent to setup a

viewing. Soon after we viewed it a second time with Laura’s mum and dad, and then after that things moved quickly
(as they do), and we put in an offer in February 2019 which was declined in favour of another purchaser. Later that
month, the first offer fell through and we were invited to make another offer, which was accepted.

When we purchased the home, | also emailed Council officers advising them of the house purchase and invited them
to raise any issues. There were no legal issues identified, and | was given general advice on how to best manage
homeownership in terms of Council’s planning processes.

So — why am | telling you all of this?

When | was standing for Mayor last year, and close to the election, a number of my political opponents were busy
making a number of allegations about the purchase of our family home.



For those who aren’t familiar with the Upper Fitzherbert area in Wainuiomata, it has long been identified as a potential
site for housing development. It is one of the few remaining areas of rural land in the Hutt, where large scale housing
development is possible.

This was flagged in the Hutt City Council’s Urban Growth Strategy in 2012-2032. People have also, for years,
advocated for a second access way in the area, in part to support the development of housing.

Regardless of these long term visions, there are no plans or budget in the pipeline to rezone the area to allow for
development of this scale. In fact, Council staff confirmed this when they released all information related to
Wainuiomata North in December last year.

Despite much of the thinking and reports being public, my opponents claim | learned about detailed plans as a
Councillor, and then sought to buy a house in an area where | would financially benefit.

Along with staff, councillors, and stakeholders at the end of 2018 | did attend a session run by consultants who
described work as “blue sky thinking”, and were in part based on potential development plans from 1976.

My political opponents said | had received detailed private briefings about potential development. According to them,
| then used that information to pursue a private sale for our home.

Those things aren’t true.

But still, my political opponents wrote a complaint to authorities, and then aggressively shopped the story around to
journalists in Wellington and all the way up to Auckland.

This was all happening in late August and early September, just before voting in the local body elections opened. It
doesn’t take a rocket scientist to figure out the allegations had a political motivation to them.

| spoke at length with journalists, answering questions, providing information — and the journalists, in turn, spoke to
Hutt City Council staff, the real estate agents we dealt with, our neighbours, local government experts, and anyone
else they needed to speak to in order to test the veracity of the claims being made.

Every single journalist and news editor declined to print the story. There was simply nothing in it, and no facts to back
up the allegations that were being made.

The authorities also assessed what was being alleged, and declined to look at the matter any further.
So, again — why am | telling you all of this?
It has now been about a year since that group of people started to shop the story around about our family home.

So it was a bit surprising to learn recently that journalists had again been approached, with the same allegations, by
the same people, seeking to inflict the same damage.

Today I've decided I've had enough of this kind of politics.

While | know who is behind the complaints, there’s no benefit in naming them. | know they have a political axe to
grind, and that the allegations have time and again been debunked.

And it's not that | am above reproach, or questions being asked. Questions have been asked. A lot of them. I've
been upfront and honest about absolutely everything. It speaks for itself that there hasn’t been anything of substance
to report on.

But instead of continuing to go over these things again, by journalists who are seeing half-baked allegations for the
first time, I’'m going to explain them to you directly.

Some people say that “explaining is losing”. | personally give the public a lot more credit than that, and think people
are smart enough and experienced enough to make their own judgments. In this circumstance, I'm confident the facts
speak for themselves.

| was elected Mayor last year with a promise to always be open and transparent, and to tell things how they are. This
might mean that we may not always agree, but you can be confident I've listened and been upfront with you in
response.



As many will know, buying a home is generally a happy time in your life. Instead, my family has been under constant
stress from these allegations which have, and continue to come up.

Rumors and innuendos are not what people are interested in, nor is petty and dirty politics. The people | speak with
want their elected officials to focus on the issues that matter. Housing, infrastructure, our environment, and building
back better from COVID-19.

Those issues will always be my focus, and will continue to be my focus. Part of this is directly addressing this issue,
which is a distraction from everything else.

So there itis. The story of my family home purchase in about 1000 words.

And if you have any questions at all, don’t hesitate to flick me a message, or send me an email. I'll do my best to
respond to everyone.

Kind regards,

Campbell Barry
Mayor of Lower Hutt




From:

Sent: Friday, 11 September 2020 1:57 PM
To: Campbell Barry

Subject: Re: A long, but important message

Kia kaha Campbell, love your work :)

On Fri, 4 Sep 2020 at 18:39, Mayor Campbell Barry <campbell.barry@huttcity.govt.nz> wrote:

Hi-,

| am writing to you this evening to clarify the purchase of my family home in Wainuiomata.

As a Councillor and as Mayor | have always been transparent, upfront, and honest about issues — it's an approach |
consider to underpin everything | have done since | was elected to the Wainuiomata Community Board in 2010.

However, it's still a bit unusual to be in a position to have to talk to you about the home my wife Laura and |
purchased last year in Wainuiomata.

Along with my mother and father in law, my wife and | were fortunate enough to buy a beautiful home with some land
on Upper Fitzherbert Road.

We were looking for something rural, with the ability to accommodate Laura and me, as well as her mum and
dad. Ultimately we were also looking with a view to a future family, and room to grow.

When we were looking to move at the end of 2018, we looked at houses right across the Hutt. It will not surprise you
that being Wainuiomata born and bred, | was pretty keen to keep living locally. We viewed a handful of houses in
Wainuiomata, and we put offers on two houses that were not accepted.

In December of that year, our real estate agent reached out and suggested we take a look at the home we now live
in. We didn’t fall immediately in love with it after looking at the online listing, so didn’t pursue it at the time and
continued looking at other options.

After Christmas that year, we saw that the house was still for sale. We asked the listing agent to setup a

viewing. Soon after we viewed it a second time with Laura’s mum and dad, and then after that things moved quickly
(as they do), and we put in an offer in February 2019 which was declined in favour of another purchaser. Later that
month, the first offer fell through and we were invited to make another offer, which was accepted.

When we purchased the home, | also emailed Council officers advising them of the house purchase and invited them
to raise any issues. There were no legal issues identified, and | was given general advice on how to best manage
homeownership in terms of Council’s planning processes.

So — why am | telling you all of this?

When | was standing for Mayor last year, and close to the election, a number of my political opponents were busy
making a number of allegations about the purchase of our family home.

For those who aren’t familiar with the Upper Fitzherbert area in Wainuiomata, it has long been identified as a
potential site for housing development. It is one of the few remaining areas of rural land in the Hutt, where large
scale housing development is possible.

This was flagged in the Hutt City Council’s Urban Growth Strategy in 2012-2032. People have also, for years,
advocated for a second access way in the area, in part to support the development of housing.



Regardless of these long term visions, there are no plans or budget in the pipeline to rezone the area to allow for
development of this scale. In fact, Council staff confirmed this when they released all information related to
Wainuiomata North in December last year.

Despite much of the thinking and reports being public, my opponents claim | learned about detailed plans as a
Councillor, and then sought to buy a house in an area where | would financially benefit.

Along with staff, councillors, and stakeholders at the end of 2018 | did attend a session run by consultants who
described work as “blue sky thinking”, and were in part based on potential development plans from 1976.

My political opponents said | had received detailed private briefings about potential development. According to
them, | then used that information to pursue a private sale for our home.

Those things aren’t true.

But still, my political opponents wrote a complaint to authorities, and then aggressively shopped the story around to
journalists in Wellington and all the way up to Auckland.

This was all happening in late August and early September, just before voting in the local body elections opened. It
doesn’t take a rocket scientist to figure out the allegations had a political motivation to them.

| spoke at length with journalists, answering questions, providing information — and the journalists, in turn, spoke to
Hutt City Council staff, the real estate agents we dealt with, our neighbours, local government experts, and anyone
else they needed to speak to in order to test the veracity of the claims being made.

Every single journalist and news editor declined to print the story. There was simply nothing in it, and no facts to
back up the allegations that were being made.

The authorities also assessed what was being alleged, and declined to look at the matter any further.
So, again — why am | telling you all of this?
It has now been about a year since that group of people started to shop the story around about our family home.

So it was a bit surprising to learn recently that journalists had again been approached, with the same allegations, by
the same people, seeking to inflict the same damage.

Today I've decided I've had enough of this kind of politics.

While | know who is behind the complaints, there’s no benefit in naming them. | know they have a political axe to
grind, and that the allegations have time and again been debunked.

And it's not that | am above reproach, or questions being asked. Questions have been asked. A lot of them. I've
been upfront and honest about absolutely everything. It speaks for itself that there hasn’t been anything of
substance to report on.

But instead of continuing to go over these things again, by journalists who are seeing half-baked allegations for the
first time, I’'m going to explain them to you directly.

Some people say that “explaining is losing”. | personally give the public a lot more credit than that, and think people
are smart enough and experienced enough to make their own judgments. In this circumstance, I'm confident the
facts speak for themselves.

| was elected Mayor last year with a promise to always be open and transparent, and to tell things how they
are. This might mean that we may not always agree, but you can be confident I've listened and been upfront with
you in response.

As many will know, buying a home is generally a happy time in your life. Instead, my family has been under constant
stress from these allegations which have, and continue to come up.



Rumors and innuendos are not what people are interested in, nor is petty and dirty politics. The people | speak with
want their elected officials to focus on the issues that matter. Housing, infrastructure, our environment, and building
back better from COVID-19.

Those issues will always be my focus, and will continue to be my focus. Part of this is directly addressing this issue,
which is a distraction from everything else.

So there it is. The story of my family home purchase in about 1000 words.

And if you have any questions at all, don’t hesitate to flick me a message, or send me an email. I'll do my best to
respond to everyone.

Kind regards,

Campbell Barry
Mayor of Lower Hutt




From:

Sent: Friday, 11 September 2020 11:40 AM
To: Campbell Barry

Subject: Re: A long, but important message

Dear Mr Mayer, Campbell Barry,

Don't some people have anything better to do than to try stirring.

As the Bible says, wipe the dirt from your feet {used in respect of an unfriendly town]

Hold your head up high and leave that person to dig deep holes for themselves, without your help.
I pray a blessing over your new home and your family, for protection, health and happiness.

-).

On Fri, Sep 4, 2020 at 6:39 PM Mayor Campbell Barry <campbell.barry@huttcity.govt.nz> wrote:

i .
| am writing to you this evening to clarify the purchase of my family home in Wainuiomata.

As a Councillor and as Mayor | have always been transparent, upfront, and honest about issues — it's an approach |
consider to underpin everything | have done since | was elected to the Wainuiomata Community Board in 2010.

However, it’s still a bit unusual to be in a position to have to talk to you about the home my wife Laura and |
purchased last year in Wainuiomata.

Along with my mother and father in law, my wife and | were fortunate enough to buy a beautiful home with some land
on Upper Fitzherbert Road.

We were looking for something rural, with the ability to accommodate Laura and me, as well as her mum and
dad. Ultimately we were also looking with a view to a future family, and room to grow.

When we were looking to move at the end of 2018, we looked at houses right across the Hutt. It will not surprise you
that being Wainuiomata born and bred, | was pretty keen to keep living locally. We viewed a handful of houses in
Wainuiomata, and we put offers on two houses that were not accepted.

In December of that year, our real estate agent reached out and suggested we take a look at the home we now live
in. We didn’t fall immediately in love with it after looking at the online listing, so didn’t pursue it at the time and
continued looking at other options.

After Christmas that year, we saw that the house was still for sale. We asked the listing agent to setup a

viewing. Soon after we viewed it a second time with Laura’s mum and dad, and then after that things moved quickly
(as they do), and we put in an offer in February 2019 which was declined in favour of another purchaser. Later that
month, the first offer fell through and we were invited to make another offer, which was accepted.

When we purchased the home, | also emailed Council officers advising them of the house purchase and invited them
to raise any issues. There were no legal issues identified, and | was given general advice on how to best manage
homeownership in terms of Council’s planning processes.

So — why am | telling you all of this?

When | was standing for Mayor last year, and close to the election, a number of my political opponents were busy
making a number of allegations about the purchase of our family home.



For those who aren’t familiar with the Upper Fitzherbert area in Wainuiomata, it has long been identified as a
potential site for housing development. It is one of the few remaining areas of rural land in the Hutt, where large
scale housing development is possible.

This was flagged in the Hutt City Council’s Urban Growth Strategy in 2012-2032. People have also, for years,
advocated for a second access way in the area, in part to support the development of housing.

Regardless of these long term visions, there are no plans or budget in the pipeline to rezone the area to allow for
development of this scale. In fact, Council staff confirmed this when they released all information related to
Wainuiomata North in December last year.

Despite much of the thinking and reports being public, my opponents claim | learned about detailed plans as a
Councillor, and then sought to buy a house in an area where | would financially benefit.

Along with staff, councillors, and stakeholders at the end of 2018 | did attend a session run by consultants who
described work as “blue sky thinking”, and were in part based on potential development plans from 1976.

My political opponents said | had received detailed private briefings about potential development. According to
them, | then used that information to pursue a private sale for our home.

Those things aren’t true.

But still, my political opponents wrote a complaint to authorities, and then aggressively shopped the story around to
journalists in Wellington and all the way up to Auckland.

This was all happening in late August and early September, just before voting in the local body elections opened. It
doesn’t take a rocket scientist to figure out the allegations had a political motivation to them.

| spoke at length with journalists, answering questions, providing information — and the journalists, in turn, spoke to
Hutt City Council staff, the real estate agents we dealt with, our neighbours, local government experts, and anyone
else they needed to speak to in order to test the veracity of the claims being made.

Every single journalist and news editor declined to print the story. There was simply nothing in it, and no facts to
back up the allegations that were being made.

The authorities also assessed what was being alleged, and declined to look at the matter any further.
So, again — why am | telling you all of this?
It has now been about a year since that group of people started to shop the story around about our family home.

So it was a bit surprising to learn recently that journalists had again been approached, with the same allegations, by
the same people, seeking to inflict the same damage.

Today I've decided I've had enough of this kind of politics.

While | know who is behind the complaints, there’s no benefit in naming them. | know they have a political axe to
grind, and that the allegations have time and again been debunked.

And it's not that | am above reproach, or questions being asked. Questions have been asked. A lot of them. I've
been upfront and honest about absolutely everything. It speaks for itself that there hasn’t been anything of
substance to report on.

But instead of continuing to go over these things again, by journalists who are seeing half-baked allegations for the
first time, I’'m going to explain them to you directly.

Some people say that “explaining is losing”. | personally give the public a lot more credit than that, and think people
are smart enough and experienced enough to make their own judgments. In this circumstance, I’'m confident the
facts speak for themselves.



| was elected Mayor last year with a promise to always be open and transparent, and to tell things how they
are. This might mean that we may not always agree, but you can be confident I've listened and been upfront with
you in response.

As many will know, buying a home is generally a happy time in your life. Instead, my family has been under constant
stress from these allegations which have, and continue to come up.

Rumors and innuendos are not what people are interested in, nor is petty and dirty politics. The people | speak with
want their elected officials to focus on the issues that matter. Housing, infrastructure, our environment, and building
back better from COVID-19.

Those issues will always be my focus, and will continue to be my focus. Part of this is directly addressing this issue,
which is a distraction from everything else.

So there it is. The story of my family home purchase in about 1000 words.

And if you have any questions at all, don’t hesitate to flick me a message, or send me an email. I'll do my best to
respond to everyone.

Kind regards,

Campbell Barry
Mayor of Lower Hutt




I

From:

Sent: Friday, 11 September 2020 11:21 AM
To: Campbell Barry

Subject: Re: A long, but important message

So pleased you put this on local social media I sincerely hope your family are relaxing a lot more knowing
your have a lot of support.

Just keep on being transparent double up on copies of important documents and receipts and the dirty
politics will soon be washed away.

Kia kaha

On Fr1, 4 Sep 2020, 6:39 PM Mayor Campbell Barry, <campbell. barry@huttcity.govt.nz> wrote:

Hi

I am writing to you this evening to clarify the purchase of my family home in Wainuiomata.

As a Councillor and as Mayor | have always been transparent, upfront, and honest about issues — it's an approach |
consider to underpin everything | have done since | was elected to the Wainuiomata Community Board in 2010.

However, it's still a bit unusual to be in a position to have to talk to you about the home my wife Laura and |
purchased last year in Wainuiomata.

Along with my mother and father in law, my wife and | were fortunate enough to buy a beautiful home with some land
on Upper Fitzherbert Road.

We were looking for something rural, with the ability to accommodate Laura and me, as well as her mum and
dad. Ultimately we were also looking with a view to a future family, and room to grow.

When we were looking to move at the end of 2018, we looked at houses right across the Hutt. It will not surprise you
that being Wainuiomata born and bred, | was pretty keen to keep living locally. We viewed a handful of houses in
Wainuiomata, and we put offers on two houses that were not accepted.

In December of that year, our real estate agent reached out and suggested we take a look at the home we now live
in. We didn’t fall immediately in love with it after looking at the online listing, so didn’t pursue it at the time and
continued looking at other options.

After Christmas that year, we saw that the house was still for sale. We asked the listing agent to setup a

viewing. Soon after we viewed it a second time with Laura’s mum and dad, and then after that things moved quickly
(as they do), and we put in an offer in February 2019 which was declined in favour of another purchaser. Later that
month, the first offer fell through and we were invited to make another offer, which was accepted.

When we purchased the home, | also emailed Council officers advising them of the house purchase and invited them
to raise any issues. There were no legal issues identified, and | was given general advice on how to best manage
homeownership in terms of Council’s planning processes.

So — why am | telling you all of this?

When | was standing for Mayor last year, and close to the election, a number of my political opponents were busy
making a number of allegations about the purchase of our family home.



For those who aren’t familiar with the Upper Fitzherbert area in Wainuiomata, it has long been identified as a
potential site for housing development. It is one of the few remaining areas of rural land in the Hutt, where large
scale housing development is possible.

This was flagged in the Hutt City Council’s Urban Growth Strategy in 2012-2032. People have also, for years,
advocated for a second access way in the area, in part to support the development of housing.

Regardless of these long term visions, there are no plans or budget in the pipeline to rezone the area to allow for
development of this scale. In fact, Council staff confirmed this when they released all information related to
Wainuiomata North in December last year.

Despite much of the thinking and reports being public, my opponents claim | learned about detailed plans as a
Councillor, and then sought to buy a house in an area where | would financially benefit.

Along with staff, councillors, and stakeholders at the end of 2018 | did attend a session run by consultants who
described work as “blue sky thinking”, and were in part based on potential development plans from 1976.

My political opponents said | had received detailed private briefings about potential development. According to
them, | then used that information to pursue a private sale for our home.

Those things aren’t true.

But still, my political opponents wrote a complaint to authorities, and then aggressively shopped the story around to
journalists in Wellington and all the way up to Auckland.

This was all happening in late August and early September, just before voting in the local body elections opened. It
doesn’t take a rocket scientist to figure out the allegations had a political motivation to them.

| spoke at length with journalists, answering questions, providing information — and the journalists, in turn, spoke to
Hutt City Council staff, the real estate agents we dealt with, our neighbours, local government experts, and anyone
else they needed to speak to in order to test the veracity of the claims being made.

Every single journalist and news editor declined to print the story. There was simply nothing in it, and no facts to
back up the allegations that were being made.

The authorities also assessed what was being alleged, and declined to look at the matter any further.
So, again — why am | telling you all of this?
It has now been about a year since that group of people started to shop the story around about our family home.

So it was a bit surprising to learn recently that journalists had again been approached, with the same allegations, by
the same people, seeking to inflict the same damage.

Today I've decided I've had enough of this kind of politics.

While | know who is behind the complaints, there’s no benefit in naming them. | know they have a political axe to
grind, and that the allegations have time and again been debunked.

And it's not that | am above reproach, or questions being asked. Questions have been asked. A lot of them. I've
been upfront and honest about absolutely everything. It speaks for itself that there hasn’t been anything of
substance to report on.

But instead of continuing to go over these things again, by journalists who are seeing half-baked allegations for the
first time, I’'m going to explain them to you directly.

Some people say that “explaining is losing”. | personally give the public a lot more credit than that, and think people
are smart enough and experienced enough to make their own judgments. In this circumstance, I’'m confident the
facts speak for themselves.



| was elected Mayor last year with a promise to always be open and transparent, and to tell things how they
are. This might mean that we may not always agree, but you can be confident I've listened and been upfront with
you in response.

As many will know, buying a home is generally a happy time in your life. Instead, my family has been under constant
stress from these allegations which have, and continue to come up.

Rumors and innuendos are not what people are interested in, nor is petty and dirty politics. The people | speak with
want their elected officials to focus on the issues that matter. Housing, infrastructure, our environment, and building
back better from COVID-19.

Those issues will always be my focus, and will continue to be my focus. Part of this is directly addressing this issue,
which is a distraction from everything else.

So there it is. The story of my family home purchase in about 1000 words.

And if you have any questions at all, don’t hesitate to flick me a message, or send me an email. I'll do my best to
respond to everyone.

Kind regards,

Campbell Barry
Mayor of Lower Hutt




From:

Sent: Tuesday, 8 September 2020 10:43 AM
To: Campbell Barry

Subject: Re: A long, but important message

Thanks for keeping me up to date. You still have my vote .

Cheers I

On Fri, 4 Sep 2020, 6:39 pm Mayor Campbell Barry, <campbell.barry@huttcity.govt.nz> wrote:

i

| am writing to you this evening to clarify the purchase of my family home in Wainuiomata.

As a Councillor and as Mayor | have always been transparent, upfront, and honest about issues — it's an approach |
consider to underpin everything | have done since | was elected to the Wainuiomata Community Board in 2010.

However, it's still a bit unusual to be in a position to have to talk to you about the home my wife Laura and |
purchased last year in Wainuiomata.

Along with my mother and father in law, my wife and | were fortunate enough to buy a beautiful home with some land
on Upper Fitzherbert Road.

We were looking for something rural, with the ability to accommodate Laura and me, as well as her mum and
dad. Ultimately we were also looking with a view to a future family, and room to grow.

When we were looking to move at the end of 2018, we looked at houses right across the Hutt. It will not surprise you
that being Wainuiomata born and bred, | was pretty keen to keep living locally. We viewed a handful of houses in
Wainuiomata, and we put offers on two houses that were not accepted.

In December of that year, our real estate agent reached out and suggested we take a look at the home we now live
in. We didn’t fall immediately in love with it after looking at the online listing, so didn’t pursue it at the time and
continued looking at other options.

After Christmas that year, we saw that the house was still for sale. We asked the listing agent to setup a

viewing. Soon after we viewed it a second time with Laura’s mum and dad, and then after that things moved quickly
(as they do), and we put in an offer in February 2019 which was declined in favour of another purchaser. Later that
month, the first offer fell through and we were invited to make another offer, which was accepted.

When we purchased the home, | also emailed Council officers advising them of the house purchase and invited them
to raise any issues. There were no legal issues identified, and | was given general advice on how to best manage
homeownership in terms of Council’s planning processes.

So — why am | telling you all of this?

When | was standing for Mayor last year, and close to the election, a number of my political opponents were busy
making a number of allegations about the purchase of our family home.

For those who aren’t familiar with the Upper Fitzherbert area in Wainuiomata, it has long been identified as a
potential site for housing development. It is one of the few remaining areas of rural land in the Hutt, where large
scale housing development is possible.

This was flagged in the Hutt City Council’s Urban Growth Strategy in 2012-2032. People have also, for years,
advocated for a second access way in the area, in part to support the development of housing.
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Regardless of these long term visions, there are no plans or budget in the pipeline to rezone the area to allow for
development of this scale. In fact, Council staff confirmed this when they released all information related to
Wainuiomata North in December last year.

Despite much of the thinking and reports being public, my opponents claim | learned about detailed plans as a
Councillor, and then sought to buy a house in an area where | would financially benefit.

Along with staff, councillors, and stakeholders at the end of 2018 | did attend a session run by consultants who
described work as “blue sky thinking”, and were in part based on potential development plans from 1976.

My political opponents said | had received detailed private briefings about potential development. According to
them, | then used that information to pursue a private sale for our home.

Those things aren’t true.

But still, my political opponents wrote a complaint to authorities, and then aggressively shopped the story around to
journalists in Wellington and all the way up to Auckland.

This was all happening in late August and early September, just before voting in the local body elections opened. It
doesn’t take a rocket scientist to figure out the allegations had a political motivation to them.

| spoke at length with journalists, answering questions, providing information — and the journalists, in turn, spoke to
Hutt City Council staff, the real estate agents we dealt with, our neighbours, local government experts, and anyone
else they needed to speak to in order to test the veracity of the claims being made.

Every single journalist and news editor declined to print the story. There was simply nothing in it, and no facts to
back up the allegations that were being made.

The authorities also assessed what was being alleged, and declined to look at the matter any further.
So, again — why am | telling you all of this?
It has now been about a year since that group of people started to shop the story around about our family home.

So it was a bit surprising to learn recently that journalists had again been approached, with the same allegations, by
the same people, seeking to inflict the same damage.

Today I've decided I've had enough of this kind of politics.

While | know who is behind the complaints, there’s no benefit in naming them. | know they have a political axe to
grind, and that the allegations have time and again been debunked.

And it's not that | am above reproach, or questions being asked. Questions have been asked. A lot of them. I've
been upfront and honest about absolutely everything. It speaks for itself that there hasn’t been anything of
substance to report on.

But instead of continuing to go over these things again, by journalists who are seeing half-baked allegations for the
first time, I’'m going to explain them to you directly.

Some people say that “explaining is losing”. | personally give the public a lot more credit than that, and think people
are smart enough and experienced enough to make their own judgments. In this circumstance, I'm confident the
facts speak for themselves.

| was elected Mayor last year with a promise to always be open and transparent, and to tell things how they
are. This might mean that we may not always agree, but you can be confident I've listened and been upfront with
you in response.

As many will know, buying a home is generally a happy time in your life. Instead, my family has been under constant
stress from these allegations which have, and continue to come up.



Rumors and innuendos are not what people are interested in, nor is petty and dirty politics. The people | speak with
want their elected officials to focus on the issues that matter. Housing, infrastructure, our environment, and building
back better from COVID-19.

Those issues will always be my focus, and will continue to be my focus. Part of this is directly addressing this issue,
which is a distraction from everything else.

So there it is. The story of my family home purchase in about 1000 words.

And if you have any questions at all, don’t hesitate to flick me a message, or send me an email. I'll do my best to
respond to everyone.

Kind regards,

Campbell Barry
Mayor of Lower Hutt




L

From:

Sent: Tuesday, 8 September 2020 5:33 AM
To: Campbell Barry

Subject: Re: A long, but important message
Hi Campbell

I voted for you and the new team as I wanted change. I was rapt with the election result and what I've seen
since.

Thanks for front footing the press article with your Facebook one. That put me in the picture.
As my boss told me once “todays newspaper is tomorrow’s fish n chip paper”

Keep up the good work mate.

Regards

On 4/09/2020, at 6:39 PM, Mayor Campbell Barry <campbell .barry@huttcity.govt.nz> wrote:

i
I am writing to you this evening to clarify the purchase of my family home in Wainuiomata.

As a Councillor and as Mayor | have always been transparent, upfront, and honest about issues —it's
an approach | consider to underpin everything | have done since | was elected to the Wainuiomata
Community Board in 2010.

However, it’s still a bit unusual to be in a position to have to talk to you about the home my wife Laura
and | purchased last year in Wainuiomata.

Along with my mother and father in law, my wife and | were fortunate enough to buy a beautiful home
with some land on Upper Fitzherbert Road.

We were looking for something rural, with the ability to accommodate Laura and me, as well as her
mum and dad. Ultimately we were also looking with a view to a future family, and room to grow.

When we were looking to move at the end of 2018, we looked at houses right across the Hutt. It will
not surprise you that being Wainuiomata born and bred, | was pretty keen to keep living locally. We
viewed a handful of houses in Wainuiomata, and we put offers on two houses that were not
accepted.

In December of that year, our real estate agent reached out and suggested we take a look at the
home we now live in. We didn’t fall immediately in love with it after looking at the online listing, so
didn’t pursue it at the time and continued looking at other options.



After Christmas that year, we saw that the house was still for sale. We asked the listing agent to
setup a viewing. Soon after we viewed it a second time with Laura’s mum and dad, and then after
that things moved quickly (as they do), and we put in an offer in February 2019 which was declined in
favour of another purchaser. Later that month, the first offer fell through and we were invited to make
another offer, which was accepted.

When we purchased the home, | also emailed Council officers advising them of the house purchase
and invited them to raise any issues. There were no legal issues identified, and | was given general
advice on how to best manage homeownership in terms of Council’s planning processes.

So — why am | telling you all of this?

When | was standing for Mayor last year, and close to the election, a number of my political
opponents were busy making a number of allegations about the purchase of our family home.

For those who aren’t familiar with the Upper Fitzherbert area in Wainuiomata, it has long been
identified as a potential site for housing development. It is one of the few remaining areas of rural
land in the Hutt, where large scale housing development is possible.

This was flagged in the Hutt City Council’s Urban Growth Strategy in 2012-2032. People have also,
for years, advocated for a second access way in the area, in part to support the development of
housing.

Regardless of these long term visions, there are no plans or budget in the pipeline to rezone the area
to allow for development of this scale. In fact, Council staff confirmed this when they released all
information related to Wainuiomata North in December last year.

Despite much of the thinking and reports being public, my opponents claim | learned about detailed
plans as a Councillor, and then sought to buy a house in an area where | would financially benefit.

Along with staff, councillors, and stakeholders at the end of 2018 | did attend a session run by
consultants who described work as “blue sky thinking”, and were in part based on potential
development plans from 1976.

My political opponents said | had received detailed private briefings about potential
development. According to them, | then used that information to pursue a private sale for our
home.

Those things aren’t true.

But still, my political opponents wrote a complaint to authorities, and then aggressively shopped the
story around to journalists in Wellington and all the way up to Auckland.

This was all happening in late August and early September, just before voting in the local body
elections opened. It doesn’t take a rocket scientist to figure out the allegations had a political
motivation to them.

| spoke at length with journalists, answering questions, providing information — and the journalists, in
turn, spoke to Hutt City Council staff, the real estate agents we dealt with, our neighbours, local
government experts, and anyone else they needed to speak to in order to test the veracity of the
claims being made.

Every single journalist and news editor declined to print the story. There was simply nothing in it, and
no facts to back up the allegations that were being made.

The authorities also assessed what was being alleged, and declined to look at the matter any
further.

So, again — why am [ telling you all of this?
It has now been about a year since that group of people started to shop the story around about our

family home.
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So it was a bit surprising to learn recently that journalists had again been approached, with the same
allegations, by the same people, seeking to inflict the same damage.

Today I've decided I've had enough of this kind of politics.

While | know who is behind the complaints, there’s no benefit in naming them. | know they have a
political axe to grind, and that the allegations have time and again been debunked.

And it's not that | am above reproach, or questions being asked. Questions have been asked. A lot
of them. I've been upfront and honest about absolutely everything. It speaks for itself that there
hasn’t been anything of substance to report on.

But instead of continuing to go over these things again, by journalists who are seeing half-baked
allegations for the first time, I'm going to explain them to you directly.

Some people say that “explaining is losing”. | personally give the public a lot more credit than that,
and think people are smart enough and experienced enough to make their own judgments. In this
circumstance, I'm confident the facts speak for themselves.

| was elected Mayor last year with a promise to always be open and transparent, and to tell things
how they are. This might mean that we may not always agree, but you can be confident I've listened
and been upfront with you in response.

As many will know, buying a home is generally a happy time in your life. Instead, my family has been
under constant stress from these allegations which have, and continue to come up.

Rumors and innuendos are not what people are interested in, nor is petty and dirty politics. The
people | speak with want their elected officials to focus on the issues that matter. Housing,
infrastructure, our environment, and building back better from COVID-19.

Those issues will always be my focus, and will continue to be my focus. Part of this is directly
addressing this issue, which is a distraction from everything else.

So there itis. The story of my family home purchase in about 1000 words.

And if you have any questions at all, don’t hesitate to flick me a message, or send me an email. ['ll
do my best to respond to everyone.

Kind regards,

Campbell Barry
Mayor of Lower Hutt




From:

Sent: Monday, 7 September 2020 6:21 PM
To: Campbell Barry

Subject: Re: A long, but important message

Campbell, thanks for owning the issues around this and speaking up - it's clearly been frustrating.

You are the first councillor in my 24 years of living in the hutt valley to front up - whether that be to talk
about local issues with local people outside of the council chamber, or in this latest circumstance to front
foot some ugly questions generated at a politically convenient time. Keep fronting up - it is making a
difference and people are taking notice.

I imagine you are going to get further vitriol about this given it's so close to the elections - I just wanted to
say kia kaha Campbell to you and yours.

On Fri, 4 Sep 2020 at 18:39, Mayor Campbell Barry <campbell.barry@huttcity.govt.nz> wrote:

i

| am writing to you this evening to clarify the purchase of my family home in Wainuiomata.

As a Councillor and as Mayor | have always been transparent, upfront, and honest about issues — it's an approach |
consider to underpin everything | have done since | was elected to the Wainuiomata Community Board in 2010.

However, it’s still a bit unusual to be in a position to have to talk to you about the home my wife Laura and |
purchased last year in Wainuiomata.

Along with my mother and father in law, my wife and | were fortunate enough to buy a beautiful home with some land
on Upper Fitzherbert Road.

We were looking for something rural, with the ability to accommodate Laura and me, as well as her mum and
dad. Ultimately we were also looking with a view to a future family, and room to grow.

When we were looking to move at the end of 2018, we looked at houses right across the Hutt. It will not surprise you
that being Wainuiomata born and bred, | was pretty keen to keep living locally. We viewed a handful of houses in
Wainuiomata, and we put offers on two houses that were not accepted.

In December of that year, our real estate agent reached out and suggested we take a look at the home we now live
in. We didn’t fall immediately in love with it after looking at the online listing, so didn’t pursue it at the time and
continued looking at other options.

After Christmas that year, we saw that the house was still for sale. We asked the listing agent to setup a

viewing. Soon after we viewed it a second time with Laura’s mum and dad, and then after that things moved quickly
(as they do), and we put in an offer in February 2019 which was declined in favour of another purchaser. Later that
month, the first offer fell through and we were invited to make another offer, which was accepted.

When we purchased the home, | also emailed Council officers advising them of the house purchase and invited them
to raise any issues. There were no legal issues identified, and | was given general advice on how to best manage
homeownership in terms of Council’s planning processes.

So — why am | telling you all of this?



When | was standing for Mayor last year, and close to the election, a number of my political opponents were busy
making a number of allegations about the purchase of our family home.

For those who aren’t familiar with the Upper Fitzherbert area in Wainuiomata, it has long been identified as a
potential site for housing development. It is one of the few remaining areas of rural land in the Hutt, where large
scale housing development is possible.

This was flagged in the Hutt City Council’s Urban Growth Strategy in 2012-2032. People have also, for years,
advocated for a second access way in the area, in part to support the development of housing.

Regardless of these long term visions, there are no plans or budget in the pipeline to rezone the area to allow for
development of this scale. In fact, Council staff confirmed this when they released all information related to
Wainuiomata North in December last year.

Despite much of the thinking and reports being public, my opponents claim | learned about detailed plans as a
Councillor, and then sought to buy a house in an area where | would financially benefit.

Along with staff, councillors, and stakeholders at the end of 2018 | did attend a session run by consultants who
described work as “blue sky thinking”, and were in part based on potential development plans from 1976.

My political opponents said | had received detailed private briefings about potential development. According to
them, | then used that information to pursue a private sale for our home.

Those things aren’t true.

But still, my political opponents wrote a complaint to authorities, and then aggressively shopped the story around to
journalists in Wellington and all the way up to Auckland.

This was all happening in late August and early September, just before voting in the local body elections opened. It
doesn’t take a rocket scientist to figure out the allegations had a political motivation to them.

| spoke at length with journalists, answering questions, providing information — and the journalists, in turn, spoke to
Hutt City Council staff, the real estate agents we dealt with, our neighbours, local government experts, and anyone
else they needed to speak to in order to test the veracity of the claims being made.

Every single journalist and news editor declined to print the story. There was simply nothing in it, and no facts to
back up the allegations that were being made.

The authorities also assessed what was being alleged, and declined to look at the matter any further.
So, again — why am [ telling you all of this?
It has now been about a year since that group of people started to shop the story around about our family home.

So it was a bit surprising to learn recently that journalists had again been approached, with the same allegations, by
the same people, seeking to inflict the same damage.

Today I've decided I've had enough of this kind of politics.

While | know who is behind the complaints, there’s no benefit in naming them. | know they have a political axe to
grind, and that the allegations have time and again been debunked.

And it's not that | am above reproach, or questions being asked. Questions have been asked. A lot of them. I've
been upfront and honest about absolutely everything. It speaks for itself that there hasn’t been anything of
substance to report on.

But instead of continuing to go over these things again, by journalists who are seeing half-baked allegations for the
first time, I’'m going to explain them to you directly.



Some people say that “explaining is losing”. | personally give the public a lot more credit than that, and think people
are smart enough and experienced enough to make their own judgments. In this circumstance, I'm confident the
facts speak for themselves.

| was elected Mayor last year with a promise to always be open and transparent, and to tell things how they
are. This might mean that we may not always agree, but you can be confident I've listened and been upfront with
you in response.

As many will know, buying a home is generally a happy time in your life. Instead, my family has been under constant
stress from these allegations which have, and continue to come up.

Rumors and innuendos are not what people are interested in, nor is petty and dirty politics. The people | speak with
want their elected officials to focus on the issues that matter. Housing, infrastructure, our environment, and building
back better from COVID-19.

Those issues will always be my focus, and will continue to be my focus. Part of this is directly addressing this issue,
which is a distraction from everything else.

So there it is. The story of my family home purchase in about 1000 words.

And if you have any questions at all, don’t hesitate to flick me a message, or send me an email. I'll do my best to
respond to everyone.

Kind regards,

Campbell Barry
Mayor of Lower Hutt




|

From:

Sent: Monday, 7 September 2020 12:47 PM
To: Campbell Barry

Subject: RE: A long, but important message

Kia ora Mayor Campbell Barry
On behalf of Whai Oranga thank you for your email which is very humble.

Mayor Campbell Barry, you have demonstrated your great work through action and working with the people and we
thank you and your team for your contributions and hard work and difference you make in our community.

We are proud of you as Mayor and leader in our community. You are also a person too and member of our
community and leader to others across the Hutt Valley with a family and you have goals and inspirations and we
wish you all the best in achieving this.

Ngaa mihi nui

From: Mayor Campbell Barry <campbell.barry@huttcity.govt.nz>
Sent: Friday, September 4, 2020 6:39 PM

Subject: A long, but important message




Hi
| am writing to you this evening to clarify the purchase of my family home in Wainuiomata.

As a Councillor and as Mayor | have always been transparent, upfront, and honest about issues — it's an approach |
consider to underpin everything | have done since | was elected to the Wainuiomata Community Board in 2010.

However, it’s still a bit unusual to be in a position to have to talk to you about the home my wife Laura and |
purchased last year in Wainuiomata.

Along with my mother and father in law, my wife and | were fortunate enough to buy a beautiful home with some land
on Upper Fitzherbert Road.

We were looking for something rural, with the ability to accommodate Laura and me, as well as her mum and
dad. Ultimately we were also looking with a view to a future family, and room to grow.

When we were looking to move at the end of 2018, we looked at houses right across the Hutt. It will not surprise you
that being Wainuiomata born and bred, | was pretty keen to keep living locally. We viewed a handful of houses in
Wainuiomata, and we put offers on two houses that were not accepted.

In December of that year, our real estate agent reached out and suggested we take a look at the home we now live
in. We didn’t fall immediately in love with it after looking at the online listing, so didn’t pursue it at the time and
continued looking at other options.

After Christmas that year, we saw that the house was still for sale. We asked the listing agent to setup a

viewing. Soon after we viewed it a second time with Laura’s mum and dad, and then after that things moved quickly
(as they do), and we put in an offer in February 2019 which was declined in favour of another purchaser. Later that
month, the first offer fell through and we were invited to make another offer, which was accepted.

When we purchased the home, | also emailed Council officers advising them of the house purchase and invited them
to raise any issues. There were no legal issues identified, and | was given general advice on how to best manage
homeownership in terms of Council’s planning processes.

So — why am | telling you all of this?

When | was standing for Mayor last year, and close to the election, a number of my political opponents were busy
making a number of allegations about the purchase of our family home.

For those who aren’t familiar with the Upper Fitzherbert area in Wainuiomata, it has long been identified as a potential
site for housing development. It is one of the few remaining areas of rural land in the Hutt, where large scale housing
development is possible.

This was flagged in the Hutt City Council’s Urban Growth Strategy in 2012-2032. People have also, for years,
advocated for a second access way in the area, in part to support the development of housing.

Regardless of these long term visions, there are no plans or budget in the pipeline to rezone the area to allow for
development of this scale. In fact, Council staff confirmed this when they released all information related to
Wainuiomata North in December last year.

Despite much of the thinking and reports being public, my opponents claim | learned about detailed plans as a
Councillor, and then sought to buy a house in an area where | would financially benefit.

Along with staff, councillors, and stakeholders at the end of 2018 | did attend a session run by consultants who
described work as “blue sky thinking”, and were in part based on potential development plans from 1976.

My political opponents said | had received detailed private briefings about potential development. According to them,
| then used that information to pursue a private sale for our home.

Those things aren’t true.



But still, my political opponents wrote a complaint to authorities, and then aggressively shopped the story around to
journalists in Wellington and all the way up to Auckland.

This was all happening in late August and early September, just before voting in the local body elections opened. It
doesn’t take a rocket scientist to figure out the allegations had a political motivation to them.

| spoke at length with journalists, answering questions, providing information — and the journalists, in turn, spoke to
Hutt City Council staff, the real estate agents we dealt with, our neighbours, local government experts, and anyone
else they needed to speak to in order to test the veracity of the claims being made.

Every single journalist and news editor declined to print the story. There was simply nothing in it, and no facts to back
up the allegations that were being made.

The authorities also assessed what was being alleged, and declined to look at the matter any further.
So, again — why am | telling you all of this?
It has now been about a year since that group of people started to shop the story around about our family home.

So it was a bit surprising to learn recently that journalists had again been approached, with the same allegations, by
the same people, seeking to inflict the same damage.

Today I've decided I've had enough of this kind of politics.

While | know who is behind the complaints, there’s no benefit in naming them. | know they have a political axe to
grind, and that the allegations have time and again been debunked.

And it's not that | am above reproach, or questions being asked. Questions have been asked. A lot of them. I've
been upfront and honest about absolutely everything. It speaks for itself that there hasn’t been anything of substance
to report on.

But instead of continuing to go over these things again, by journalists who are seeing half-baked allegations for the
first time, I’'m going to explain them to you directly.

Some people say that “explaining is losing”. | personally give the public a lot more credit than that, and think people
are smart enough and experienced enough to make their own judgments. In this circumstance, I'm confident the facts
speak for themselves.

| was elected Mayor last year with a promise to always be open and transparent, and to tell things how they are. This
might mean that we may not always agree, but you can be confident I've listened and been upfront with you in
response.

As many will know, buying a home is generally a happy time in your life. Instead, my family has been under constant
stress from these allegations which have, and continue to come up.

Rumors and innuendos are not what people are interested in, nor is petty and dirty politics. The people | speak with
want their elected officials to focus on the issues that matter. Housing, infrastructure, our environment, and building
back better from COVID-19.

Those issues will always be my focus, and will continue to be my focus. Part of this is directly addressing this issue,
which is a distraction from everything else.

So there itis. The story of my family home purchase in about 1000 words.

And if you have any questions at all, don’t hesitate to flick me a message, or send me an email. I'll do my best to
respond to everyone.

Kind regards,



Campbell Barry
Mayor of Lower Hutt




From:

Sent: Monday, 7 September 2020 10:45 AM
To: Campbell Barry

Subject: Re: A long, but important message

Hi Campbell,

Best wishes to you and your family.

PS - a road and rail / light rail tunnel into the "nui' and a seamless connection to the Hutt Valley railway system would
be awesome. Perhaps an elevated rail line along the foreshore.

From: Mayor Campbell Barry <campbell.barry@huttcity.govt.nz>
TO:W
Sent: Fri, Sep 4, o9 pm

Subiject: A long, but important message

Hi ,

I a&iting to you this evening to clarify the purchase of my family home in Wainuiomata.

As a Councillor and as Mayor | have always been transparent, upfront, and honest about issues — it's an approach |
consider to underpin everything | have done since | was elected to the Wainuiomata Community Board in 2010.
However, it’s still a bit unusual to be in a position to have to talk to you about the home my wife Laura and |
purchased last year in Wainuiomata.

Along with my mother and father in law, my wife and | were fortunate enough to buy a beautiful home with some land
on Upper Fitzherbert Road.

We were looking for something rural, with the ability to accommodate Laura and me, as well as her mum and

dad. Ultimately we were also looking with a view to a future family, and room to grow.

When we were looking to move at the end of 2018, we looked at houses right across the Hutt. It will not surprise you
that being Wainuiomata born and bred, | was pretty keen to keep living locally. We viewed a handful of houses in
Wainuiomata, and we put offers on two houses that were not accepted.

In December of that year, our real estate agent reached out and suggested we take a look at the home we now live
in. We didn’t fall immediately in love with it after looking at the online listing, so didn’t pursue it at the time and
continued looking at other options.

After Christmas that year, we saw that the house was still for sale. We asked the listing agent to setup a

viewing. Soon after we viewed it a second time with Laura’s mum and dad, and then after that things moved quickly
(as they do), and we put in an offer in February 2019 which was declined in favour of another purchaser. Later that
month, the first offer fell through and we were invited to make another offer, which was accepted.

When we purchased the home, | also emailed Council officers advising them of the house purchase and invited them
to raise any issues. There were no legal issues identified, and | was given general advice on how to best manage
homeownership in terms of Council’s planning processes.

So — why am | telling you all of this?

When | was standing for Mayor last year, and close to the election, a number of my political opponents were busy
making a number of allegations about the purchase of our family home.

For those who aren’t familiar with the Upper Fitzherbert area in Wainuiomata, it has long been identified as a potential
site for housing development. It is one of the few remaining areas of rural land in the Hutt, where large scale housing
development is possible.

This was flagged in the Hutt City Council’s Urban Growth Strategy in 2012-2032. People have also, for years,
advocated for a second access way in the area, in part to support the development of housing.

Regardless of these long term visions, there are no plans or budget in the pipeline to rezone the area to allow for
development of this scale. In fact, Council staff confirmed this when they released all information related to
Wainuiomata North in December last year.

Despite much of the thinking and reports being public, my opponents claim | learned about detailed plans as a
Councillor, and then sought to buy a house in an area where | would financially benefit.

Along with staff, councillors, and stakeholders at the end of 2018 | did attend a session run by consultants who
described work as “blue sky thinking”, and were in part based on potential development plans from 1976.
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My political opponents said | had received detailed private briefings about potential development. According to them,
| then used that information to pursue a private sale for our home.

Those things aren't true.

But still, my political opponents wrote a complaint to authorities, and then aggressively shopped the story around to
journalists in Wellington and all the way up to Auckland.

This was all happening in late August and early September, just before voting in the local body elections opened. It
doesn’t take a rocket scientist to figure out the allegations had a political motivation to them.

| spoke at length with journalists, answering questions, providing information — and the journalists, in turn, spoke to
Hutt City Council staff, the real estate agents we dealt with, our neighbours, local government experts, and anyone
else they needed to speak to in order to test the veracity of the claims being made.

Every single journalist and news editor declined to print the story. There was simply nothing in it, and no facts to back
up the allegations that were being made.

The authorities also assessed what was being alleged, and declined to look at the matter any further.

So, again — why am | telling you all of this?

It has now been about a year since that group of people started to shop the story around about our family home.

So it was a bit surprising to learn recently that journalists had again been approached, with the same allegations, by
the same people, seeking to inflict the same damage.

Today I've decided I've had enough of this kind of politics.

While | know who is behind the complaints, there’s no benefit in naming them. | know they have a political axe to
grind, and that the allegations have time and again been debunked.

And it's not that | am above reproach, or questions being asked. Questions have been asked. A lot of them. I've
been upfront and honest about absolutely everything. It speaks for itself that there hasn’t been anything of substance
to report on.

But instead of continuing to go over these things again, by journalists who are seeing half-baked allegations for the
first time, I’'m going to explain them to you directly.

Some people say that “explaining is losing”. | personally give the public a lot more credit than that, and think people
are smart enough and experienced enough to make their own judgments. In this circumstance, I'm confident the facts
speak for themselves.

| was elected Mayor last year with a promise to always be open and transparent, and to tell things how they are. This
might mean that we may not always agree, but you can be confident I've listened and been upfront with you in
response.

As many will know, buying a home is generally a happy time in your life. Instead, my family has been under constant
stress from these allegations which have, and continue to come up.

Rumors and innuendos are not what people are interested in, nor is petty and dirty politics. The people | speak with
want their elected officials to focus on the issues that matter. Housing, infrastructure, our environment, and building
back better from COVID-19.

Those issues will always be my focus, and will continue to be my focus. Part of this is directly addressing this issue,
which is a distraction from everything else.

So there itis. The story of my family home purchase in about 1000 words.

And if you have any questions at all, don’t hesitate to flick me a message, or send me an email. I'll do my best to
respond to everyone.

Kind regards,

Campbell Barry
Mayor of Lower Hutt




From:

Sent: Monday, 7 September 2020 9:34 AM
To: Campbell Barry

Subject: Re: A long, but important message
Hi Campbell,

If you had bought anywhere in the Hutt your detractors could have said a similar thing.... given how much property
prices have gone up and changes to the District Plan. The proposed second road from Wainui was public knowledge at
least 10 years ago.

Best wishes,

On Fri, 4 Sep 2020 at 18:39, Mayor Campbell Barry <campbell.barry@huttcity.govt.nz> wrote:

i

| am writing to you this evening to clarify the purchase of my family home in Wainuiomata.

As a Councillor and as Mayor | have always been transparent, upfront, and honest about issues — it's an approach |
consider to underpin everything | have done since | was elected to the Wainuiomata Community Board in 2010.

However, it’s still a bit unusual to be in a position to have to talk to you about the home my wife Laura and |
purchased last year in Wainuiomata.

Along with my mother and father in law, my wife and | were fortunate enough to buy a beautiful home with some land
on Upper Fitzherbert Road.

We were looking for something rural, with the ability to accommodate Laura and me, as well as her mum and
dad. Ultimately we were also looking with a view to a future family, and room to grow.

When we were looking to move at the end of 2018, we looked at houses right across the Hutt. It will not surprise you
that being Wainuiomata born and bred, | was pretty keen to keep living locally. We viewed a handful of houses in
Wainuiomata, and we put offers on two houses that were not accepted.

In December of that year, our real estate agent reached out and suggested we take a look at the home we now live
in. We didn’t fall immediately in love with it after looking at the online listing, so didn’t pursue it at the time and
continued looking at other options.

After Christmas that year, we saw that the house was still for sale. We asked the listing agent to setup a

viewing. Soon after we viewed it a second time with Laura’s mum and dad, and then after that things moved quickly
(as they do), and we put in an offer in February 2019 which was declined in favour of another purchaser. Later that
month, the first offer fell through and we were invited to make another offer, which was accepted.

When we purchased the home, | also emailed Council officers advising them of the house purchase and invited them
to raise any issues. There were no legal issues identified, and | was given general advice on how to best manage
homeownership in terms of Council’s planning processes.

So — why am | telling you all of this?

When | was standing for Mayor last year, and close to the election, a number of my political opponents were busy
making a number of allegations about the purchase of our family home.

For those who aren’t familiar with the Upper Fitzherbert area in Wainuiomata, it has long been identified as a
potential site for housing development. It is one of the few remaining areas of rural land in the Hutt, where large
scale housing development is possible.



This was flagged in the Hutt City Council’s Urban Growth Strategy in 2012-2032. People have also, for years,
advocated for a second access way in the area, in part to support the development of housing.

Regardless of these long term visions, there are no plans or budget in the pipeline to rezone the area to allow for
development of this scale. In fact, Council staff confirmed this when they released all information related to
Wainuiomata North in December last year.

Despite much of the thinking and reports being public, my opponents claim | learned about detailed plans as a
Councillor, and then sought to buy a house in an area where | would financially benefit.

Along with staff, councillors, and stakeholders at the end of 2018 | did attend a session run by consultants who
described work as “blue sky thinking”, and were in part based on potential development plans from 1976.

My political opponents said | had received detailed private briefings about potential development. According to
them, | then used that information to pursue a private sale for our home.

Those things aren’t true.

But still, my political opponents wrote a complaint to authorities, and then aggressively shopped the story around to
journalists in Wellington and all the way up to Auckland.

This was all happening in late August and early September, just before voting in the local body elections opened. It
doesn’t take a rocket scientist to figure out the allegations had a political motivation to them.

| spoke at length with journalists, answering questions, providing information — and the journalists, in turn, spoke to
Hutt City Council staff, the real estate agents we dealt with, our neighbours, local government experts, and anyone
else they needed to speak to in order to test the veracity of the claims being made.

Every single journalist and news editor declined to print the story. There was simply nothing in it, and no facts to
back up the allegations that were being made.

The authorities also assessed what was being alleged, and declined to look at the matter any further.
So, again — why am | telling you all of this?
It has now been about a year since that group of people started to shop the story around about our family home.

So it was a bit surprising to learn recently that journalists had again been approached, with the same allegations, by
the same people, seeking to inflict the same damage.

Today I've decided I've had enough of this kind of politics.

While | know who is behind the complaints, there’s no benefit in naming them. | know they have a political axe to
grind, and that the allegations have time and again been debunked.

And it's not that | am above reproach, or questions being asked. Questions have been asked. A lot of them. I've
been upfront and honest about absolutely everything. It speaks for itself that there hasn’t been anything of
substance to report on.

But instead of continuing to go over these things again, by journalists who are seeing half-baked allegations for the
first time, I’'m going to explain them to you directly.

Some people say that “explaining is losing”. | personally give the public a lot more credit than that, and think people
are smart enough and experienced enough to make their own judgments. In this circumstance, I’'m confident the
facts speak for themselves.

| was elected Mayor last year with a promise to always be open and transparent, and to tell things how they
are. This might mean that we may not always agree, but you can be confident I've listened and been upfront with
you in response.



As many will know, buying a home is generally a happy time in your life. Instead, my family has been under constant
stress from these allegations which have, and continue to come up.

Rumors and innuendos are not what people are interested in, nor is petty and dirty politics. The people | speak with
want their elected officials to focus on the issues that matter. Housing, infrastructure, our environment, and building
back better from COVID-19.

Those issues will always be my focus, and will continue to be my focus. Part of this is directly addressing this issue,
which is a distraction from everything else.

So there itis. The story of my family home purchase in about 1000 words.

And if you have any questions at all, don’t hesitate to flick me a message, or send me an email. I'll do my best to
respond to everyone.

Kind regards,

Campbell Barry
Mayor of Lower Hutt




From:

Sent: Monday, 7 September 2020 8:57 AM

To: Campbell Barry

Subject: RE: A long, but important message
Sorry | mean Campbell

From:

Sent: Monday, 7 September 2020 8:56 am
To: Mayor Campbell Barry <campbell.barry@huttcity.govt.nz>
Subject: RE: A long, but important message

Do not worry Barry | have your back we are seeing some very nasty politics and | know who and what these people
are up to

From: Mayor Campbell Barry <campbell.barry@huttcity.govt.nz>
Sent: Friday, 4 September 2020 6:39 pm

To:

Subject: A long, but important message

Hi
| am writing to you this evening to clarify the purchase of my family home in Wainuiomata.

As a Councillor and as Mayor | have always been transparent, upfront, and honest about issues — it's an approach |
consider to underpin everything | have done since | was elected to the Wainuiomata Community Board in 2010.

However, it’s still a bit unusual to be in a position to have to talk to you about the home my wife Laura and |
purchased last year in Wainuiomata.

Along with my mother and father in law, my wife and | were fortunate enough to buy a beautiful home with some land
on Upper Fitzherbert Road.

We were looking for something rural, with the ability to accommodate Laura and me, as well as her mum and
dad. Ultimately we were also looking with a view to a future family, and room to grow.

When we were looking to move at the end of 2018, we looked at houses right across the Hutt. It will not surprise you
that being Wainuiomata born and bred, | was pretty keen to keep living locally. We viewed a handful of houses in
Wainuiomata, and we put offers on two houses that were not accepted.

In December of that year, our real estate agent reached out and suggested we take a look at the home we now live
in. We didn’t fall immediately in love with it after looking at the online listing, so didn’t pursue it at the time and
continued looking at other options.

After Christmas that year, we saw that the house was still for sale. We asked the listing agent to setup a

viewing. Soon after we viewed it a second time with Laura’s mum and dad, and then after that things moved quickly
(as they do), and we put in an offer in February 2019 which was declined in favour of another purchaser. Later that
month, the first offer fell through and we were invited to make another offer, which was accepted.

When we purchased the home, | also emailed Council officers advising them of the house purchase and invited them
to raise any issues. There were no legal issues identified, and | was given general advice on how to best manage
homeownership in terms of Council’s planning processes.



So — why am | telling you all of this?

When | was standing for Mayor last year, and close to the election, a number of my political opponents were busy
making a number of allegations about the purchase of our family home.

For those who aren’t familiar with the Upper Fitzherbert area in Wainuiomata, it has long been identified as a potential
site for housing development. It is one of the few remaining areas of rural land in the Hutt, where large scale housing
development is possible.

This was flagged in the Hutt City Council’s Urban Growth Strategy in 2012-2032. People have also, for years,
advocated for a second access way in the area, in part to support the development of housing.

Regardless of these long term visions, there are no plans or budget in the pipeline to rezone the area to allow for
development of this scale. In fact, Council staff confirmed this when they released all information related to
Wainuiomata North in December last year.

Despite much of the thinking and reports being public, my opponents claim | learned about detailed plans as a
Councillor, and then sought to buy a house in an area where | would financially benefit.

Along with staff, councillors, and stakeholders at the end of 2018 | did attend a session run by consultants who
described work as “blue sky thinking”, and were in part based on potential development plans from 1976.

My political opponents said | had received detailed private briefings about potential development. According to them,
| then used that information to pursue a private sale for our home.

Those things aren’t true.

But still, my political opponents wrote a complaint to authorities, and then aggressively shopped the story around to
journalists in Wellington and all the way up to Auckland.

This was all happening in late August and early September, just before voting in the local body elections opened. It
doesn’t take a rocket scientist to figure out the allegations had a political motivation to them.

| spoke at length with journalists, answering questions, providing information — and the journalists, in turn, spoke to
Hutt City Council staff, the real estate agents we dealt with, our neighbours, local government experts, and anyone
else they needed to speak to in order to test the veracity of the claims being made.

Every single journalist and news editor declined to print the story. There was simply nothing in it, and no facts to back
up the allegations that were being made.

The authorities also assessed what was being alleged, and declined to look at the matter any further.
So, again — why am | telling you all of this?
It has now been about a year since that group of people started to shop the story around about our family home.

So it was a bit surprising to learn recently that journalists had again been approached, with the same allegations, by
the same people, seeking to inflict the same damage.

Today I've decided I've had enough of this kind of politics.

While | know who is behind the complaints, there’s no benefit in naming them. | know they have a political axe to
grind, and that the allegations have time and again been debunked.

And it's not that | am above reproach, or questions being asked. Questions have been asked. A lot of them. I've
been upfront and honest about absolutely everything. It speaks for itself that there hasn’t been anything of substance
to report on.

But instead of continuing to go over these things again, by journalists who are seeing half-baked allegations for the
first time, I’'m going to explain them to you directly.



Some people say that “explaining is losing”. | personally give the public a lot more credit than that, and think people
are smart enough and experienced enough to make their own judgments. In this circumstance, I'm confident the facts
speak for themselves.

| was elected Mayor last year with a promise to always be open and transparent, and to tell things how they are. This
might mean that we may not always agree, but you can be confident I've listened and been upfront with you in
response.

As many will know, buying a home is generally a happy time in your life. Instead, my family has been under constant
stress from these allegations which have, and continue to come up.

Rumors and innuendos are not what people are interested in, nor is petty and dirty politics. The people | speak with
want their elected officials to focus on the issues that matter. Housing, infrastructure, our environment, and building
back better from COVID-19.

Those issues will always be my focus, and will continue to be my focus. Part of this is directly addressing this issue,
which is a distraction from everything else.

So there itis. The story of my family home purchase in about 1000 words.

And if you have any questions at all, don’t hesitate to flick me a message, or send me an email. I'll do my best to
respond to everyone.

Kind regards,

Campbell Barry
Mayor of Lower Hutt




From:

Sent: Monday, 7 September 2020 8:56 AM
To: Campbell Barry

Subject: RE: A long, but important message

Do not worry Barry | have your back we are seeing some very nasty politics and | know who and what these people
are up to

From: Mayor Campbell Barry <campbell.barry@huttcity.govt.nz>
Sent: Friday, 4 September 2020 6:39 pm

To:

Subject: A long, but important message

Hi Michelle,
| am writing to you this evening to clarify the purchase of my family home in Wainuiomata.

As a Councillor and as Mayor | have always been transparent, upfront, and honest about issues — it's an approach |
consider to underpin everything | have done since | was elected to the Wainuiomata Community Board in 2010.

However, it’s still a bit unusual to be in a position to have to talk to you about the home my wife Laura and |
purchased last year in Wainuiomata.

Along with my mother and father in law, my wife and | were fortunate enough to buy a beautiful home with some land
on Upper Fitzherbert Road.

We were looking for something rural, with the ability to accommodate Laura and me, as well as her mum and
dad. Ultimately we were also looking with a view to a future family, and room to grow.

When we were looking to move at the end of 2018, we looked at houses right across the Hutt. It will not surprise you
that being Wainuiomata born and bred, | was pretty keen to keep living locally. We viewed a handful of houses in
Wainuiomata, and we put offers on two houses that were not accepted.

In December of that year, our real estate agent reached out and suggested we take a look at the home we now live
in. We didn’t fall immediately in love with it after looking at the online listing, so didn’t pursue it at the time and
continued looking at other options.

After Christmas that year, we saw that the house was still for sale. We asked the listing agent to setup a

viewing. Soon after we viewed it a second time with Laura’s mum and dad, and then after that things moved quickly
(as they do), and we put in an offer in February 2019 which was declined in favour of another purchaser. Later that
month, the first offer fell through and we were invited to make another offer, which was accepted.

When we purchased the home, | also emailed Council officers advising them of the house purchase and invited them
to raise any issues. There were no legal issues identified, and | was given general advice on how to best manage
homeownership in terms of Council’s planning processes.

So — why am | telling you all of this?

When | was standing for Mayor last year, and close to the election, a number of my political opponents were busy
making a number of allegations about the purchase of our family home.

For those who aren’t familiar with the Upper Fitzherbert area in Wainuiomata, it has long been identified as a potential
site for housing development. It is one of the few remaining areas of rural land in the Hutt, where large scale housing
development is possible.



This was flagged in the Hutt City Council’s Urban Growth Strategy in 2012-2032. People have also, for years,
advocated for a second access way in the area, in part to support the development of housing.

Regardless of these long term visions, there are no plans or budget in the pipeline to rezone the area to allow for
development of this scale. In fact, Council staff confirmed this when they released all information related to
Wainuiomata North in December last year.

Despite much of the thinking and reports being public, my opponents claim | learned about detailed plans as a
Councillor, and then sought to buy a house in an area where | would financially benefit.

Along with staff, councillors, and stakeholders at the end of 2018 | did attend a session run by consultants who
described work as “blue sky thinking”, and were in part based on potential development plans from 1976.

My political opponents said | had received detailed private briefings about potential development. According to them,
| then used that information to pursue a private sale for our home.

Those things aren’t true.

But still, my political opponents wrote a complaint to authorities, and then aggressively shopped the story around to
journalists in Wellington and all the way up to Auckland.

This was all happening in late August and early September, just before voting in the local body elections opened. It
doesn’t take a rocket scientist to figure out the allegations had a political motivation to them.

| spoke at length with journalists, answering questions, providing information — and the journalists, in turn, spoke to
Hutt City Council staff, the real estate agents we dealt with, our neighbours, local government experts, and anyone
else they needed to speak to in order to test the veracity of the claims being made.

Every single journalist and news editor declined to print the story. There was simply nothing in it, and no facts to back
up the allegations that were being made.

The authorities also assessed what was being alleged, and declined to look at the matter any further.
So, again — why am | telling you all of this?
It has now been about a year since that group of people started to shop the story around about our family home.

So it was a bit surprising to learn recently that journalists had again been approached, with the same allegations, by
the same people, seeking to inflict the same damage.

Today I've decided I've had enough of this kind of politics.

While | know who is behind the complaints, there’s no benefit in naming them. | know they have a political axe to
grind, and that the allegations have time and again been debunked.

And it's not that | am above reproach, or questions being asked. Questions have been asked. A lot of them. I've
been upfront and honest about absolutely everything. It speaks for itself that there hasn’t been anything of substance
to report on.

But instead of continuing to go over these things again, by journalists who are seeing half-baked allegations for the
first time, I’'m going to explain them to you directly.

Some people say that “explaining is losing”. | personally give the public a lot more credit than that, and think people
are smart enough and experienced enough to make their own judgments. In this circumstance, I'm confident the facts
speak for themselves.

| was elected Mayor last year with a promise to always be open and transparent, and to tell things how they are. This
might mean that we may not always agree, but you can be confident I've listened and been upfront with you in
response.



As many will know, buying a home is generally a happy time in your life. Instead, my family has been under constant
stress from these allegations which have, and continue to come up.

Rumors and innuendos are not what people are interested in, nor is petty and dirty politics. The people | speak with
want their elected officials to focus on the issues that matter. Housing, infrastructure, our environment, and building
back better from COVID-19.

Those issues will always be my focus, and will continue to be my focus. Part of this is directly addressing this issue,
which is a distraction from everything else.

So there itis. The story of my family home purchase in about 1000 words.

And if you have any questions at all, don’t hesitate to flick me a message, or send me an email. I'll do my best to
respond to everyone.

Kind regards,

Campbell Barry
Mayor of Lower Hutt




From:

Sent: Monday, 7 September 2020 8:19 AM
To: Campbell Barry

Subject: Re: A long, but important message
Talofa Campbell

I'm really sorry to hear this has been a stressful time for you and your whanau.
I had no idea about any of this. I appreciate your honesty and back you 100%.
Keep your head up

Alofa Tele

On Friday, 4 September 2020, Mayor Campbell Barry <campbell.barry@huttcity.govt.nz> wrote:

i

| am writing to you this evening to clarify the purchase of my family home in Wainuiomata.

As a Councillor and as Mayor | have always been transparent, upfront, and honest about issues — it's an approach |
consider to underpin everything | have done since | was elected to the Wainuiomata Community Board in 2010.

However, it’s still a bit unusual to be in a position to have to talk to you about the home my wife Laura and |
purchased last year in Wainuiomata.

Along with my mother and father in law, my wife and | were fortunate enough to buy a beautiful home with some land
on Upper Fitzherbert Road.

We were looking for something rural, with the ability to accommodate Laura and me, as well as her mum and
dad. Ultimately we were also looking with a view to a future family, and room to grow.

When we were looking to move at the end of 2018, we looked at houses right across the Hutt. It will not surprise you
that being Wainuiomata born and bred, | was pretty keen to keep living locally. We viewed a handful of houses in
Wainuiomata, and we put offers on two houses that were not accepted.

In December of that year, our real estate agent reached out and suggested we take a look at the home we now live
in. We didn'’t fall immediately in love with it after looking at the online listing, so didn’t pursue it at the time and
continued looking at other options.

After Christmas that year, we saw that the house was still for sale. We asked the listing agent to setup a

viewing. Soon after we viewed it a second time with Laura’s mum and dad, and then after that things moved quickly
(as they do), and we put in an offer in February 2019 which was declined in favour of another purchaser. Later that
month, the first offer fell through and we were invited to make another offer, which was accepted.

When we purchased the home, | also emailed Council officers advising them of the house purchase and invited them
to raise any issues. There were no legal issues identified, and | was given general advice on how to best manage
homeownership in terms of Council’s planning processes.

So — why am | telling you all of this?
When | was standing for Mayor last year, and close to the election, a number of my political opponents were busy

making a number of allegations about the purchase of our family home.
1



For those who aren’t familiar with the Upper Fitzherbert area in Wainuiomata, it has long been identified as a potential
site for housing development. It is one of the few remaining areas of rural land in the Hutt, where large scale housing
development is possible.

This was flagged in the Hutt City Council’s Urban Growth Strategy in 2012-2032. People have also, for years,
advocated for a second access way in the area, in part to support the development of housing.

Regardless of these long term visions, there are no plans or budget in the pipeline to rezone the area to allow for
development of this scale. In fact, Council staff confirmed this when they released all information related to
Wainuiomata North in December last year.

Despite much of the thinking and reports being public, my opponents claim | learned about detailed plans as a
Councillor, and then sought to buy a house in an area where | would financially benefit.

Along with staff, councillors, and stakeholders at the end of 2018 | did attend a session run by consultants who
described work as “blue sky thinking”, and were in part based on potential development plans from 1976.

My political opponents said | had received detailed private briefings about potential development. According to them,
| then used that information to pursue a private sale for our home.

Those things aren’t true.

But still, my political opponents wrote a complaint to authorities, and then aggressively shopped the story around to
journalists in Wellington and all the way up to Auckland.

This was all happening in late August and early September, just before voting in the local body elections opened. It
doesn’t take a rocket scientist to figure out the allegations had a political motivation to them.

| spoke at length with journalists, answering questions, providing information — and the journalists, in turn, spoke to
Hutt City Council staff, the real estate agents we dealt with, our neighbours, local government experts, and anyone
else they needed to speak to in order to test the veracity of the claims being made.

Every single journalist and news editor declined to print the story. There was simply nothing in it, and no facts to back
up the allegations that were being made.

The authorities also assessed what was being alleged, and declined to look at the matter any further.
So, again — why am | telling you all of this?
It has now been about a year since that group of people started to shop the story around about our family home.

So it was a bit surprising to learn recently that journalists had again been approached, with the same allegations, by
the same people, seeking to inflict the same damage.

Today I've decided I've had enough of this kind of politics.

While | know who is behind the complaints, there’s no benefit in naming them. | know they have a political axe to
grind, and that the allegations have time and again been debunked.

And it's not that | am above reproach, or questions being asked. Questions have been asked. A lot of them. I've
been upfront and honest about absolutely everything. It speaks for itself that there hasn’t been anything of substance
to report on.

But instead of continuing to go over these things again, by journalists who are seeing half-baked allegations for the
first time, I’'m going to explain them to you directly.

Some people say that “explaining is losing”. | personally give the public a lot more credit than that, and think people
are smart enough and experienced enough to make their own judgments. In this circumstance, I'm confident the facts
speak for themselves.



| was elected Mayor last year with a promise to always be open and transparent, and to tell things how they are. This
might mean that we may not always agree, but you can be confident I've listened and been upfront with you in
response.

As many will know, buying a home is generally a happy time in your life. Instead, my family has been under constant
stress from these allegations which have, and continue to come up.

Rumors and innuendos are not what people are interested in, nor is petty and dirty politics. The people | speak with
want their elected officials to focus on the issues that matter. Housing, infrastructure, our environment, and building
back better from COVID-19.

Those issues will always be my focus, and will continue to be my focus. Part of this is directly addressing this issue,
which is a distraction from everything else.

So there itis. The story of my family home purchase in about 1000 words.

And if you have any questions at all, don’t hesitate to flick me a message, or send me an email. I'll do my best to
respond to everyone.

Kind regards,

Campbell Barry
Mayor of Lower Hutt




From:

Sent: Monday, 7 September 2020 1:24 AM
To: Campbell Barry

Subject: Re: A long, but important message

Thank you for your update.Sorry to hear that some people like to miss inform others.Kia kaha

On Fri, Sep 4, 2020, 6:39 PM Mayor Campbell Barry <campbell.barry@huttcity.govt.nz> wrote:

Hil,

| am writing to you this evening to clarify the purchase of my family home in Wainuiomata.

As a Councillor and as Mayor | have always been transparent, upfront, and honest about issues — it's an approach |
consider to underpin everything | have done since | was elected to the Wainuiomata Community Board in 2010.

However, it's still a bit unusual to be in a position to have to talk to you about the home my wife Laura and |
purchased last year in Wainuiomata.

Along with my mother and father in law, my wife and | were fortunate enough to buy a beautiful home with some land
on Upper Fitzherbert Road.

We were looking for something rural, with the ability to accommodate Laura and me, as well as her mum and
dad. Ultimately we were also looking with a view to a future family, and room to grow.

When we were looking to move at the end of 2018, we looked at houses right across the Hutt. It will not surprise you
that being Wainuiomata born and bred, | was pretty keen to keep living locally. We viewed a handful of houses in
Wainuiomata, and we put offers on two houses that were not accepted.

In December of that year, our real estate agent reached out and suggested we take a look at the home we now live
in. We didn’t fall immediately in love with it after looking at the online listing, so didn’t pursue it at the time and
continued looking at other options.

After Christmas that year, we saw that the house was still for sale. We asked the listing agent to setup a

viewing. Soon after we viewed it a second time with Laura’s mum and dad, and then after that things moved quickly
(as they do), and we put in an offer in February 2019 which was declined in favour of another purchaser. Later that
month, the first offer fell through and we were invited to make another offer, which was accepted.

When we purchased the home, | also emailed Council officers advising them of the house purchase and invited them
to raise any issues. There were no legal issues identified, and | was given general advice on how to best manage
homeownership in terms of Council’s planning processes.

So — why am | telling you all of this?

When | was standing for Mayor last year, and close to the election, a number of my political opponents were busy
making a number of allegations about the purchase of our family home.

For those who aren’t familiar with the Upper Fitzherbert area in Wainuiomata, it has long been identified as a
potential site for housing development. It is one of the few remaining areas of rural land in the Hutt, where large
scale housing development is possible.

This was flagged in the Hutt City Council’s Urban Growth Strategy in 2012-2032. People have also, for years,
advocated for a second access way in the area, in part to support the development of housing.



Regardless of these long term visions, there are no plans or budget in the pipeline to rezone the area to allow for
development of this scale. In fact, Council staff confirmed this when they released all information related to
Wainuiomata North in December last year.

Despite much of the thinking and reports being public, my opponents claim | learned about detailed plans as a
Councillor, and then sought to buy a house in an area where | would financially benefit.

Along with staff, councillors, and stakeholders at the end of 2018 | did attend a session run by consultants who
described work as “blue sky thinking”, and were in part based on potential development plans from 1976.

My political opponents said | had received detailed private briefings about potential development. According to
them, | then used that information to pursue a private sale for our home.

Those things aren’t true.

But still, my political opponents wrote a complaint to authorities, and then aggressively shopped the story around to
journalists in Wellington and all the way up to Auckland.

This was all happening in late August and early September, just before voting in the local body elections opened. It
doesn’t take a rocket scientist to figure out the allegations had a political motivation to them.

| spoke at length with journalists, answering questions, providing information — and the journalists, in turn, spoke to
Hutt City Council staff, the real estate agents we dealt with, our neighbours, local government experts, and anyone
else they needed to speak to in order to test the veracity of the claims being made.

Every single journalist and news editor declined to print the story. There was simply nothing in it, and no facts to
back up the allegations that were being made.

The authorities also assessed what was being alleged, and declined to look at the matter any further.
So, again — why am | telling you all of this?
It has now been about a year since that group of people started to shop the story around about our family home.

So it was a bit surprising to learn recently that journalists had again been approached, with the same allegations, by
the same people, seeking to inflict the same damage.

Today I've decided I've had enough of this kind of politics.

While | know who is behind the complaints, there’s no benefit in naming them. | know they have a political axe to
grind, and that the allegations have time and again been debunked.

And it's not that | am above reproach, or questions being asked. Questions have been asked. A lot of them. I've
been upfront and honest about absolutely everything. It speaks for itself that there hasn’t been anything of
substance to report on.

But instead of continuing to go over these things again, by journalists who are seeing half-baked allegations for the
first time, I’'m going to explain them to you directly.

Some people say that “explaining is losing”. | personally give the public a lot more credit than that, and think people
are smart enough and experienced enough to make their own judgments. In this circumstance, I'm confident the
facts speak for themselves.

| was elected Mayor last year with a promise to always be open and transparent, and to tell things how they
are. This might mean that we may not always agree, but you can be confident I've listened and been upfront with
you in response.

As many will know, buying a home is generally a happy time in your life. Instead, my family has been under constant
stress from these allegations which have, and continue to come up.



Rumors and innuendos are not what people are interested in, nor is petty and dirty politics. The people | speak with
want their elected officials to focus on the issues that matter. Housing, infrastructure, our environment, and building
back better from COVID-19.

Those issues will always be my focus, and will continue to be my focus. Part of this is directly addressing this issue,
which is a distraction from everything else.

So there itis. The story of my family home purchase in about 1000 words.

And if you have any questions at all, don’t hesitate to flick me a message, or send me an email. I'll do my best to
respond to everyone.

Kind regards,

Campbell Barry
Mayor of Lower Hutt




. 2000

From:

Sent: Sunday, 6 September 2020 6:37 PM
To: Campbell Barry

Subject: Re: A long, but important message
Kia Ora Campbell

After reading your letter I had long thoughts then felt I needed to respond to your panui.I really felt

for you,and also sad for both you and your wanau to having to go through what you are all currently
experiencing at the moment. In my opinion I think whatever’s been said and done.those people involved
that have or are still pursuing those allegations against you,I’m afraid they are not going to stop or go
away.If that was me I would make a public apology and ask the people that I serve for forgiveness for the
decisions that had been made all done unintentionally,on a positive note nobody’s been hurt,maybe you are
feeling it .How I have looked at the scenario if anything it has stopped both sides developing (Queen st)and
where you and your wanau are currently living,who knows in years to come devopment will haﬁen aniway

1 have witnessed changes over 50yrs,my wanau have lived here for over fifty five years our
,at the moment housing developers are making

a killing its no deference to joe blogs purchasing a house today .and than profiting. Campbell in my opinion
to enable you and your wanau to move on,you need to kick it in the but now.You still have our and many
others help and support,keep your head high and carrying on and try your best focus on looking after the
people in our City,you know the people you can trust pull them in together to help and support you.

I look forward to seeing you on Wednesday if you want to postpone the occasion let me know it’s all ok.
Be Kind Be Safe Takecare We are all in this together

Piki te Kahakid

Piki te Orafid

Piki te Maramatanga me te Rangimarie s

(Be strong in your health and your Faith and be humble)

He aha te mea nui o te ao

(What’s 1s the most important thing in this world )

He Tangata tis people

He Tangata tis people

He Tangata tis people

Ngamihinui

Sent from my iPhone

On 4/09/2020, at 6:39 PM, Mayor Campbell Barry <campbell. barry@huttcity.govt.nz> wrote:

i

I am writing to you this evening to clarify the purchase of my family home in Wainuiomata.

As a Councillor and as Mayor | have always been transparent, upfront, and honest about issues — it's
an approach | consider to underpin everything | have done since | was elected to the Wainuiomata
Community Board in 2010.

However, it’s still a bit unusual to be in a position to have to talk to you about the home my wife Laura
and | purchased last year in Wainuiomata.



Along with my mother and father in law, my wife and | were fortunate enough to buy a beautiful home
with some land on Upper Fitzherbert Road.

We were looking for something rural, with the ability to accommodate Laura and me, as well as her
mum and dad. Ultimately we were also looking with a view to a future family, and room to grow.

When we were looking to move at the end of 2018, we looked at houses right across the Hutt. It will
not surprise you that being Wainuiomata born and bred, | was pretty keen to keep living locally. We
viewed a handful of houses in Wainuiomata, and we put offers on two houses that were not
accepted.

In December of that year, our real estate agent reached out and suggested we take a look at the
home we now live in. We didn’t fall immediately in love with it after looking at the online listing, so
didn’t pursue it at the time and continued looking at other options.

After Christmas that year, we saw that the house was still for sale. We asked the listing agent to
setup a viewing. Soon after we viewed it a second time with Laura’s mum and dad, and then after
that things moved quickly (as they do), and we put in an offer in February 2019 which was declined in
favour of another purchaser. Later that month, the first offer fell through and we were invited to make
another offer, which was accepted.

When we purchased the home, | also emailed Council officers advising them of the house purchase
and invited them to raise any issues. There were no legal issues identified, and | was given general
advice on how to best manage homeownership in terms of Council’s planning processes.

So — why am | telling you all of this?

When | was standing for Mayor last year, and close to the election, a number of my political
opponents were busy making a number of allegations about the purchase of our family home.

For those who aren’t familiar with the Upper Fitzherbert area in Wainuiomata, it has long been
identified as a potential site for housing development. It is one of the few remaining areas of rural
land in the Hutt, where large scale housing development is possible.

This was flagged in the Hutt City Council’s Urban Growth Strategy in 2012-2032. People have also,
for years, advocated for a second access way in the area, in part to support the development of
housing.

Regardless of these long term visions, there are no plans or budget in the pipeline to rezone the area
to allow for development of this scale. In fact, Council staff confirmed this when they released all
information related to Wainuiomata North in December last year.

Despite much of the thinking and reports being public, my opponents claim | learned about detailed
plans as a Councillor, and then sought to buy a house in an area where | would financially benefit.

Along with staff, councillors, and stakeholders at the end of 2018 | did attend a session run by
consultants who described work as “blue sky thinking”, and were in part based on potential
development plans from 1976.

My political opponents said | had received detailed private briefings about potential
development. According to them, | then used that information to pursue a private sale for our
home.

Those things aren’t true.

But still, my political opponents wrote a complaint to authorities, and then aggressively shopped the
story around to journalists in Wellington and all the way up to Auckland.

This was all happening in late August and early September, just before voting in the local body
elections opened. It doesn’t take a rocket scientist to figure out the allegations had a political
motivation to them.



| spoke at length with journalists, answering questions, providing information — and the journalists, in
turn, spoke to Hutt City Council staff, the real estate agents we dealt with, our neighbours, local
government experts, and anyone else they needed to speak to in order to test the veracity of the
claims being made.

Every single journalist and news editor declined to print the story. There was simply nothing in it, and
no facts to back up the allegations that were being made.

The authorities also assessed what was being alleged, and declined to look at the matter any
further.

So, again — why am | telling you all of this?

It has now been about a year since that group of people started to shop the story around about our
family home.

So it was a bit surprising to learn recently that journalists had again been approached, with the same
allegations, by the same people, seeking to inflict the same damage.

Today I've decided I've had enough of this kind of politics.

While | know who is behind the complaints, there’s no benefit in naming them. | know they have a
political axe to grind, and that the allegations have time and again been debunked.

And it's not that | am above reproach, or questions being asked. Questions have been asked. A lot
of them. I've been upfront and honest about absolutely everything. It speaks for itself that there
hasn’t been anything of substance to report on.

But instead of continuing to go over these things again, by journalists who are seeing half-baked
allegations for the first time, I'm going to explain them to you directly.

Some people say that “explaining is losing”. | personally give the public a lot more credit than that,
and think people are smart enough and experienced enough to make their own judgments. In this
circumstance, I’'m confident the facts speak for themselves.

| was elected Mayor last year with a promise to always be open and transparent, and to tell things
how they are. This might mean that we may not always agree, but you can be confident I've listened
and been upfront with you in response.

As many will know, buying a home is generally a happy time in your life. Instead, my family has been
under constant stress from these allegations which have, and continue to come up.

Rumors and innuendos are not what people are interested in, nor is petty and dirty politics. The
people | speak with want their elected officials to focus on the issues that matter. Housing,
infrastructure, our environment, and building back better from COVID-19.

Those issues will always be my focus, and will continue to be my focus. Part of this is directly
addressing this issue, which is a distraction from everything else.

So there itis. The story of my family home purchase in about 1000 words.

And if you have any questions at all, don’t hesitate to flick me a message, or send me an email. I'll
do my best to respond to everyone.

Kind regards,



Campbell Barry
Mayor of Lower Hutt




From:

Sent: Sunday, 6 September 2020 2:52 PM
To: Campbell Barry
Subject: Re: A long, but important message

Thanks Campbell for your openness and honesty - I am glad that I voted for you as mayor. It is sad that
your family has been put through all this hoohaa - I wish you all the best in your family home.

Sent from my iPhone

On 4/09/2020, at 6:39 PM, Mayor Campbell Barry <campbell.barry@huttcity.govt.nz> wrote:

i
| am writing to you this evening to clarify the purchase of my family home in Wainuiomata.

As a Councillor and as Mayor | have always been transparent, upfront, and honest about issues — it's
an approach | consider to underpin everything | have done since | was elected to the Wainuiomata
Community Board in 2010.

However, it’s still a bit unusual to be in a position to have to talk to you about the home my wife Laura
and | purchased last year in Wainuiomata.

Along with my mother and father in law, my wife and | were fortunate enough to buy a beautiful home
with some land on Upper Fitzherbert Road.

We were looking for something rural, with the ability to accommodate Laura and me, as well as her
mum and dad. Ultimately we were also looking with a view to a future family, and room to grow.

When we were looking to move at the end of 2018, we looked at houses right across the Hutt. It will
not surprise you that being Wainuiomata born and bred, | was pretty keen to keep living locally. We
viewed a handful of houses in Wainuiomata, and we put offers on two houses that were not
accepted.

In December of that year, our real estate agent reached out and suggested we take a look at the
home we now live in. We didn’t fall immediately in love with it after looking at the online listing, so
didn’t pursue it at the time and continued looking at other options.

After Christmas that year, we saw that the house was still for sale. We asked the listing agent to
setup a viewing. Soon after we viewed it a second time with Laura’s mum and dad, and then after
that things moved quickly (as they do), and we put in an offer in February 2019 which was declined in
favour of another purchaser. Later that month, the first offer fell through and we were invited to make
another offer, which was accepted.



When we purchased the home, | also emailed Council officers advising them of the house purchase
and invited them to raise any issues. There were no legal issues identified, and | was given general
advice on how to best manage homeownership in terms of Council’s planning processes.

So — why am | telling you all of this?

When | was standing for Mayor last year, and close to the election, a number of my political
opponents were busy making a number of allegations about the purchase of our family home.

For those who aren’t familiar with the Upper Fitzherbert area in Wainuiomata, it has long been
identified as a potential site for housing development. It is one of the few remaining areas of rural
land in the Hutt, where large scale housing development is possible.

This was flagged in the Hutt City Council’s Urban Growth Strategy in 2012-2032. People have also,
for years, advocated for a second access way in the area, in part to support the development of
housing.

Regardless of these long term visions, there are no plans or budget in the pipeline to rezone the area
to allow for development of this scale. In fact, Council staff confirmed this when they released all
information related to Wainuiomata North in December last year.

Despite much of the thinking and reports being public, my opponents claim | learned about detailed
plans as a Councillor, and then sought to buy a house in an area where | would financially benefit.

Along with staff, councillors, and stakeholders at the end of 2018 | did attend a session run by
consultants who described work as “blue sky thinking”, and were in part based on potential
development plans from 1976.

My political opponents said | had received detailed private briefings about potential
development. According to them, | then used that information to pursue a private sale for our
home.

Those things aren’t true.

But still, my political opponents wrote a complaint to authorities, and then aggressively shopped the
story around to journalists in Wellington and all the way up to Auckland.

This was all happening in late August and early September, just before voting in the local body
elections opened. It doesn’t take a rocket scientist to figure out the allegations had a political
motivation to them.

| spoke at length with journalists, answering questions, providing information — and the journalists, in
turn, spoke to Hutt City Council staff, the real estate agents we dealt with, our neighbours, local
government experts, and anyone else they needed to speak to in order to test the veracity of the
claims being made.

Every single journalist and news editor declined to print the story. There was simply nothing in it, and
no facts to back up the allegations that were being made.

The authorities also assessed what was being alleged, and declined to look at the matter any
further.

So, again — why am [ telling you all of this?

It has now been about a year since that group of people started to shop the story around about our
family home.

So it was a bit surprising to learn recently that journalists had again been approached, with the same
allegations, by the same people, seeking to inflict the same damage.

Today I've decided I've had enough of this kind of politics.
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While | know who is behind the complaints, there’s no benefit in naming them. | know they have a
political axe to grind, and that the allegations have time and again been debunked.

And it's not that | am above reproach, or questions being asked. Questions have been asked. A lot
of them. I've been upfront and honest about absolutely everything. It speaks for itself that there
hasn’t been anything of substance to report on.

But instead of continuing to go over these things again, by journalists who are seeing half-baked
allegations for the first time, I'm going to explain them to you directly.

Some people say that “explaining is losing”. | personally give the public a lot more credit than that,
and think people are smart enough and experienced enough to make their own judgments. In this
circumstance, I'm confident the facts speak for themselves.

| was elected Mayor last year with a promise to always be open and transparent, and to tell things
how they are. This might mean that we may not always agree, but you can be confident I've listened
and been upfront with you in response.

As many will know, buying a home is generally a happy time in your life. Instead, my family has been
under constant stress from these allegations which have, and continue to come up.

Rumors and innuendos are not what people are interested in, nor is petty and dirty politics. The
people | speak with want their elected officials to focus on the issues that matter. Housing,
infrastructure, our environment, and building back better from COVID-19.

Those issues will always be my focus, and will continue to be my focus. Part of this is directly
addressing this issue, which is a distraction from everything else.

So there itis. The story of my family home purchase in about 1000 words.

And if you have any questions at all, don’t hesitate to flick me a message, or send me an email. Ill
do my best to respond to everyone.

Kind regards,

Campbell Barry
Mayor of Lower Hutt




From:

Sent: Sunday, 6 September 2020 1:42 PM
To: Campbell Barry

Subject: RE: A long, but important message

Hi Mayor Campbell
Thanks for taking the time to explain the recent publicity which | had just read before opening your email. It always
helps to understand the other side of the story, and you have gone to some effort to do that.

| am sorry your own home purchase has been an unpleasant experience for you and your family members. It
highlights the sensitivity associated with holding elected office. | have no time for dirty politics and no time for
mischievous media reporting. | hope time will support your position on this.

My understanding is that the development of this area for residential housing has been shelved. The article in the
Dom Post implies that decision was made partly because of your transaction. If development of the area stays off
the agenda for some considerable time then your position will be justified. On the other hand, should Council
recommend development to the area in a way that substantially increases values, especially if under your tenure as
Mayor, then it will come under further media scrutiny.

This is a complex issue and | wonder if your side of the story went public would it make matters better or fuel
further debate? | can’t advise you on that but | do respect your efforts to put the records straight and | hope you
get to enjoy the peace and quiet around your new home.

I look forward to catching up again some time. Sorry we didn’t get a chance to chat on my last visit to the chambers.
Kind regards

From: Mayor Campbell Barry [mailto:campbell.barry@huttcity.govt.nz]
Sent: Friday, September 4, 2020 6:39 PM

To:

Subject: A long, but important message

il
| am writing to you this evening to clarify the purchase of my family home in Wainuiomata.

As a Councillor and as Mayor | have always been transparent, upfront, and honest about issues — it's an approach |
consider to underpin everything | have done since | was elected to the Wainuiomata Community Board in 2010.

However, it’s still a bit unusual to be in a position to have to talk to you about the home my wife Laura and |
purchased last year in Wainuiomata.

Along with my mother and father in law, my wife and | were fortunate enough to buy a beautiful home with some land
on Upper Fitzherbert Road.

We were looking for something rural, with the ability to accommodate Laura and me, as well as her mum and
dad. Ultimately we were also looking with a view to a future family, and room to grow.

When we were looking to move at the end of 2018, we looked at houses right across the Hutt. It will not surprise you
that being Wainuiomata born and bred, | was pretty keen to keep living locally. We viewed a handful of houses in
Wainuiomata, and we put offers on two houses that were not accepted.



In December of that year, our real estate agent reached out and suggested we take a look at the home we now live
in. We didn’t fall immediately in love with it after looking at the online listing, so didn’t pursue it at the time and
continued looking at other options.

After Christmas that year, we saw that the house was still for sale. We asked the listing agent to setup a

viewing. Soon after we viewed it a second time with Laura’s mum and dad, and then after that things moved quickly
(as they do), and we put in an offer in February 2019 which was declined in favour of another purchaser. Later that
month, the first offer fell through and we were invited to make another offer, which was accepted.

When we purchased the home, | also emailed Council officers advising them of the house purchase and invited them
to raise any issues. There were no legal issues identified, and | was given general advice on how to best manage
homeownership in terms of Council’s planning processes.

So — why am | telling you all of this?

When | was standing for Mayor last year, and close to the election, a number of my political opponents were busy
making a number of allegations about the purchase of our family home.

For those who aren’t familiar with the Upper Fitzherbert area in Wainuiomata, it has long been identified as a potential
site for housing development. It is one of the few remaining areas of rural land in the Hutt, where large scale housing
development is possible.

This was flagged in the Hutt City Council’s Urban Growth Strategy in 2012-2032. People have also, for years,
advocated for a second access way in the area, in part to support the development of housing.

Regardless of these long term visions, there are no plans or budget in the pipeline to rezone the area to allow for
development of this scale. In fact, Council staff confirmed this when they released all information related to
Wainuiomata North in December last year.

Despite much of the thinking and reports being public, my opponents claim | learned about detailed plans as a
Councillor, and then sought to buy a house in an area where | would financially benefit.

Along with staff, councillors, and stakeholders at the end of 2018 | did attend a session run by consultants who
described work as “blue sky thinking”, and were in part based on potential development plans from 1976.

My political opponents said | had received detailed private briefings about potential development. According to them,
| then used that information to pursue a private sale for our home.

Those things aren’t true.

But still, my political opponents wrote a complaint to authorities, and then aggressively shopped the story around to
journalists in Wellington and all the way up to Auckland.

This was all happening in late August and early September, just before voting in the local body elections opened. It
doesn’t take a rocket scientist to figure out the allegations had a political motivation to them.

| spoke at length with journalists, answering questions, providing information — and the journalists, in turn, spoke to
Hutt City Council staff, the real estate agents we dealt with, our neighbours, local government experts, and anyone
else they needed to speak to in order to test the veracity of the claims being made.

Every single journalist and news editor declined to print the story. There was simply nothing in it, and no facts to back
up the allegations that were being made.

The authorities also assessed what was being alleged, and declined to look at the matter any further.
So, again — why am | telling you all of this?
It has now been about a year since that group of people started to shop the story around about our family home.

So it was a bit surprising to learn recently that journalists had again been approached, with the same allegations, by
the same people, seeking to inflict the same damage.

Today I've decided I've had enough of this kind of politics.



While | know who is behind the complaints, there’s no benefit in naming them. | know they have a political axe to
grind, and that the allegations have time and again been debunked.

And it's not that | am above reproach, or questions being asked. Questions have been asked. A lot of them. I've
been upfront and honest about absolutely everything. It speaks for itself that there hasn’t been anything of substance
to report on.

But instead of continuing to go over these things again, by journalists who are seeing half-baked allegations for the
first time, I’'m going to explain them to you directly.

Some people say that “explaining is losing”. | personally give the public a lot more credit than that, and think people
are smart enough and experienced enough to make their own judgments. In this circumstance, I'm confident the facts
speak for themselves.

| was elected Mayor last year with a promise to always be open and transparent, and to tell things how they are. This
might mean that we may not always agree, but you can be confident I've listened and been upfront with you in
response.

As many will know, buying a home is generally a happy time in your life. Instead, my family has been under constant
stress from these allegations which have, and continue to come up.

Rumors and innuendos are not what people are interested in, nor is petty and dirty politics. The people | speak with
want their elected officials to focus on the issues that matter. Housing, infrastructure, our environment, and building
back better from COVID-19.

Those issues will always be my focus, and will continue to be my focus. Part of this is directly addressing this issue,
which is a distraction from everything else.

So there itis. The story of my family home purchase in about 1000 words.

And if you have any questions at all, don’t hesitate to flick me a message, or send me an email. I'll do my best to
respond to everyone.

Kind regards,

Campbell Barry
Mayor of Lower Hutt




L

From:

Sent: Sunday, 6 September 2020 9:38 AM
To: Campbell Barry

Subject: Re: A long, but important message

Morena Campell
Thank you for reaching me before yesterday's Dompost.

I can 1magine how hard it is to enjoy your home with this kind of attack going on. Moving into your first
home should be joyful.

I have always appreciated your honesty and transparency. Also I'm grateful for the way you care about the
people and environment of our valley, hills and coast.

There 1s huge support for the way you work and I feel certain you can come through this patch designed to
tip up your waka.

Ka mahi te tawa uho ki te riri.
Well done, you whose courage is like the heart of a tawa tree.

Kia kaha!
Noho ora mai

On Fr1, 4 Sep 2020, 6:39 PM Mayor Campbell Barry, <campbell. barry@huttcity.govt.nz> wrote:

Hil

| am writing to you this evening to clarify the purchase of my family home in Wainuiomata.

As a Councillor and as Mayor | have always been transparent, upfront, and honest about issues — it's an approach |
consider to underpin everything | have done since | was elected to the Wainuiomata Community Board in 2010.

However, it's still a bit unusual to be in a position to have to talk to you about the home my wife Laura and |
purchased last year in Wainuiomata.

Along with my mother and father in law, my wife and | were fortunate enough to buy a beautiful home with some land
on Upper Fitzherbert Road.

We were looking for something rural, with the ability to accommodate Laura and me, as well as her mum and
dad. Ultimately we were also looking with a view to a future family, and room to grow.

When we were looking to move at the end of 2018, we looked at houses right across the Hutt. It will not surprise you
that being Wainuiomata born and bred, | was pretty keen to keep living locally. We viewed a handful of houses in
Wainuiomata, and we put offers on two houses that were not accepted.



In December of that year, our real estate agent reached out and suggested we take a look at the home we now live
in. We didn’t fall immediately in love with it after looking at the online listing, so didn’t pursue it at the time and
continued looking at other options.

After Christmas that year, we saw that the house was still for sale. We asked the listing agent to setup a

viewing. Soon after we viewed it a second time with Laura’s mum and dad, and then after that things moved quickly
(as they do), and we put in an offer in February 2019 which was declined in favour of another purchaser. Later that
month, the first offer fell through and we were invited to make another offer, which was accepted.

When we purchased the home, | also emailed Council officers advising them of the house purchase and invited them
to raise any issues. There were no legal issues identified, and | was given general advice on how to best manage
homeownership in terms of Council’s planning processes.

So — why am | telling you all of this?

When | was standing for Mayor last year, and close to the election, a number of my political opponents were busy
making a number of allegations about the purchase of our family home.

For those who aren’t familiar with the Upper Fitzherbert area in Wainuiomata, it has long been identified as a
potential site for housing development. It is one of the few remaining areas of rural land in the Hutt, where large
scale housing development is possible.

This was flagged in the Hutt City Council’s Urban Growth Strategy in 2012-2032. People have also, for years,
advocated for a second access way in the area, in part to support the development of housing.

Regardless of these long term visions, there are no plans or budget in the pipeline to rezone the area to allow for
development of this scale. In fact, Council staff confirmed this when they released all information related to
Wainuiomata North in December last year.

Despite much of the thinking and reports being public, my opponents claim | learned about detailed plans as a
Councillor, and then sought to buy a house in an area where | would financially benefit.

Along with staff, councillors, and stakeholders at the end of 2018 | did attend a session run by consultants who
described work as “blue sky thinking”, and were in part based on potential development plans from 1976.

My political opponents said | had received detailed private briefings about potential development. According to
them, | then used that information to pursue a private sale for our home.

Those things aren’t true.

But still, my political opponents wrote a complaint to authorities, and then aggressively shopped the story around to
journalists in Wellington and all the way up to Auckland.

This was all happening in late August and early September, just before voting in the local body elections opened. It
doesn’t take a rocket scientist to figure out the allegations had a political motivation to them.

| spoke at length with journalists, answering questions, providing information — and the journalists, in turn, spoke to
Hutt City Council staff, the real estate agents we dealt with, our neighbours, local government experts, and anyone
else they needed to speak to in order to test the veracity of the claims being made.

Every single journalist and news editor declined to print the story. There was simply nothing in it, and no facts to
back up the allegations that were being made.

The authorities also assessed what was being alleged, and declined to look at the matter any further.
So, again — why am | telling you all of this?
It has now been about a year since that group of people started to shop the story around about our family home.

So it was a bit surprising to learn recently that journalists had again been approached, with the same allegations, by
the same people, seeking to inflict the same damage.



Today I've decided I've had enough of this kind of politics.

While | know who is behind the complaints, there’s no benefit in naming them. | know they have a political axe to
grind, and that the allegations have time and again been debunked.

And it's not that | am above reproach, or questions being asked. Questions have been asked. A lot of them. I've
been upfront and honest about absolutely everything. It speaks for itself that there hasn’t been anything of
substance to report on.

But instead of continuing to go over these things again, by journalists who are seeing half-baked allegations for the
first time, I’'m going to explain them to you directly.

Some people say that “explaining is losing”. | personally give the public a lot more credit than that, and think people
are smart enough and experienced enough to make their own judgments. In this circumstance, I'm confident the
facts speak for themselves.

| was elected Mayor last year with a promise to always be open and transparent, and to tell things how they
are. This might mean that we may not always agree, but you can be confident I've listened and been upfront with
you in response.

As many will know, buying a home is generally a happy time in your life. Instead, my family has been under constant
stress from these allegations which have, and continue to come up.

Rumors and innuendos are not what people are interested in, nor is petty and dirty politics. The people | speak with
want their elected officials to focus on the issues that matter. Housing, infrastructure, our environment, and building
back better from COVID-19.

Those issues will always be my focus, and will continue to be my focus. Part of this is directly addressing this issue,
which is a distraction from everything else.

So there itis. The story of my family home purchase in about 1000 words.

And if you have any questions at all, don’t hesitate to flick me a message, or send me an email. I'll do my best to
respond to everyone.

Kind regards,

Campbell Barry
Mayor of Lower Hutt




Sent: Sunday, 6 September 2020 7:14 AM
To: Campbell Barry
Subject: Re: A long, but important message

Bless you and your family. The political arena can be a rough and dirty one full of using communication
and resources to tear each other down, by some people, it drives me mad.

I'ma for a living, I feel passionately and deeply that people should focus all that energy into
positive change, collectively working together for the issues and causes rather than destructive silos.

I applaud your honesty and don't agree that explaining is negative. Sometimes it's not necessary. But in this
case I believe you have done the right thing to put the record straight.

I have a simple saying that is a bit juvenile but helps me not get so wound up about the "haters"
Haters going to hate, potatoes going to potate.

Keep focusing your time and energy on your larger base of those who voted for you, the issues and changes
you want to make.

If there is no substance to the slander, call them to account publicly for evidence and leave it at that.
Dirty politics is such a waste of space.

Bless you for all you do.

On Fri, 4 Sep 2020, 6:39 pm Mayor Campbell Barry, <campbell.barry@huttcity.govt.nz> wrote:
i |
I am writing to you this evening to clarify the purchase of my family home in Wainuiomata.

As a Councillor and as Mayor | have always been transparent, upfront, and honest about issues — it's an approach |
consider to underpin everything | have done since | was elected to the Wainuiomata Community Board in 2010.



However, it’s still a bit unusual to be in a position to have to talk to you about the home my wife Laura and |
purchased last year in Wainuiomata.

Along with my mother and father in law, my wife and | were fortunate enough to buy a beautiful home with some land
on Upper Fitzherbert Road.

We were looking for something rural, with the ability to accommodate Laura and me, as well as her mum and
dad. Ultimately we were also looking with a view to a future family, and room to grow.

When we were looking to move at the end of 2018, we looked at houses right across the Hutt. It will not surprise you
that being Wainuiomata born and bred, | was pretty keen to keep living locally. We viewed a handful of houses in
Wainuiomata, and we put offers on two houses that were not accepted.

In December of that year, our real estate agent reached out and suggested we take a look at the home we now live
in. We didn’t fall immediately in love with it after looking at the online listing, so didn’t pursue it at the time and
continued looking at other options.

After Christmas that year, we saw that the house was still for sale. We asked the listing agent to setup a

viewing. Soon after we viewed it a second time with Laura’s mum and dad, and then after that things moved quickly
(as they do), and we put in an offer in February 2019 which was declined in favour of another purchaser. Later that
month, the first offer fell through and we were invited to make another offer, which was accepted.

When we purchased the home, | also emailed Council officers advising them of the house purchase and invited them
to raise any issues. There were no legal issues identified, and | was given general advice on how to best manage
homeownership in terms of Council’s planning processes.

So — why am | telling you all of this?

When | was standing for Mayor last year, and close to the election, a number of my political opponents were busy
making a number of allegations about the purchase of our family home.

For those who aren’t familiar with the Upper Fitzherbert area in Wainuiomata, it has long been identified as a
potential site for housing development. It is one of the few remaining areas of rural land in the Hutt, where large
scale housing development is possible.

This was flagged in the Hutt City Council’s Urban Growth Strategy in 2012-2032. People have also, for years,
advocated for a second access way in the area, in part to support the development of housing.

Regardless of these long term visions, there are no plans or budget in the pipeline to rezone the area to allow for
development of this scale. In fact, Council staff confirmed this when they released all information related to
Wainuiomata North in December last year.

Despite much of the thinking and reports being public, my opponents claim | learned about detailed plans as a
Councillor, and then sought to buy a house in an area where | would financially benefit.

Along with staff, councillors, and stakeholders at the end of 2018 | did attend a session run by consultants who
described work as “blue sky thinking”, and were in part based on potential development plans from 1976.

My political opponents said | had received detailed private briefings about potential development. According to
them, | then used that information to pursue a private sale for our home.

Those things aren’t true.

But still, my political opponents wrote a complaint to authorities, and then aggressively shopped the story around to
journalists in Wellington and all the way up to Auckland.

This was all happening in late August and early September, just before voting in the local body elections opened. It
doesn’t take a rocket scientist to figure out the allegations had a political motivation to them.



| spoke at length with journalists, answering questions, providing information — and the journalists, in turn, spoke to
Hutt City Council staff, the real estate agents we dealt with, our neighbours, local government experts, and anyone
else they needed to speak to in order to test the veracity of the claims being made.

Every single journalist and news editor declined to print the story. There was simply nothing in it, and no facts to
back up the allegations that were being made.

The authorities also assessed what was being alleged, and declined to look at the matter any further.
So, again — why am | telling you all of this?
It has now been about a year since that group of people started to shop the story around about our family home.

So it was a bit surprising to learn recently that journalists had again been approached, with the same allegations, by
the same people, seeking to inflict the same damage.

Today I've decided I've had enough of this kind of politics.

While | know who is behind the complaints, there’s no benefit in naming them. | know they have a political axe to
grind, and that the allegations have time and again been debunked.

And it's not that | am above reproach, or questions being asked. Questions have been asked. A lot of them. I've
been upfront and honest about absolutely everything. It speaks for itself that there hasn’t been anything of
substance to report on.

But instead of continuing to go over these things again, by journalists who are seeing half-baked allegations for the
first time, I’'m going to explain them to you directly.

Some people say that “explaining is losing”. | personally give the public a lot more credit than that, and think people
are smart enough and experienced enough to make their own judgments. In this circumstance, I'm confident the
facts speak for themselves.

| was elected Mayor last year with a promise to always be open and transparent, and to tell things how they
are. This might mean that we may not always agree, but you can be confident I've listened and been upfront with
you in response.

As many will know, buying a home is generally a happy time in your life. Instead, my family has been under constant
stress from these allegations which have, and continue to come up.

Rumors and innuendos are not what people are interested in, nor is petty and dirty politics. The people | speak with
want their elected officials to focus on the issues that matter. Housing, infrastructure, our environment, and building
back better from COVID-19.

Those issues will always be my focus, and will continue to be my focus. Part of this is directly addressing this issue,
which is a distraction from everything else.

So there itis. The story of my family home purchase in about 1000 words.

And if you have any questions at all, don’t hesitate to flick me a message, or send me an email. I'll do my best to
respond to everyone.

Kind regards,

Campbell Barry
Mayor of Lower Hutt






From:

Sent: Sunday, 6 September 2020 1:02 AM
To: Campbell Barry

Subject: Re: A long, but important message
Campbell

I will not take any notice of any rumours or any petty and dirty politics. People should learn to mind their
own business and look in their own backyard's.

You have and will always get my vote as I know that you are doing a great job.

Good luck in all that you do and take care of yourself and your family.

Regards

On Fri, Sep 4, 2020 at 6:39 PM Mayor Campbell Barry <campbell.barry@huttcity.govt.nz> wrote:

i

| am writing to you this evening to clarify the purchase of my family home in Wainuiomata.

As a Councillor and as Mayor | have always been transparent, upfront, and honest about issues — it's an approach |
consider to underpin everything | have done since | was elected to the Wainuiomata Community Board in 2010.

However, it’s still a bit unusual to be in a position to have to talk to you about the home my wife Laura and |
purchased last year in Wainuiomata.

Along with my mother and father in law, my wife and | were fortunate enough to buy a beautiful home with some land
on Upper Fitzherbert Road.

We were looking for something rural, with the ability to accommodate Laura and me, as well as her mum and
dad. Ultimately we were also looking with a view to a future family, and room to grow.

When we were looking to move at the end of 2018, we looked at houses right across the Hutt. It will not surprise you
that being Wainuiomata born and bred, | was pretty keen to keep living locally. We viewed a handful of houses in
Wainuiomata, and we put offers on two houses that were not accepted.

In December of that year, our real estate agent reached out and suggested we take a look at the home we now live
in. We didn’t fall immediately in love with it after looking at the online listing, so didn’t pursue it at the time and
continued looking at other options.

After Christmas that year, we saw that the house was still for sale. We asked the listing agent to setup a

viewing. Soon after we viewed it a second time with Laura’s mum and dad, and then after that things moved quickly
(as they do), and we put in an offer in February 2019 which was declined in favour of another purchaser. Later that
month, the first offer fell through and we were invited to make another offer, which was accepted.

When we purchased the home, | also emailed Council officers advising them of the house purchase and invited them
to raise any issues. There were no legal issues identified, and | was given general advice on how to best manage
homeownership in terms of Council’s planning processes.

So — why am | telling you all of this?
When | was standing for Mayor last year, and close to the election, a number of my political opponents were busy

making a number of allegations about the purchase of our family home.
1



For those who aren’t familiar with the Upper Fitzherbert area in Wainuiomata, it has long been identified as a
potential site for housing development. It is one of the few remaining areas of rural land in the Hutt, where large
scale housing development is possible.

This was flagged in the Hutt City Council’s Urban Growth Strategy in 2012-2032. People have also, for years,
advocated for a second access way in the area, in part to support the development of housing.

Regardless of these long term visions, there are no plans or budget in the pipeline to rezone the area to allow for
development of this scale. In fact, Council staff confirmed this when they released all information related to
Wainuiomata North in December last year.

Despite much of the thinking and reports being public, my opponents claim | learned about detailed plans as a
Councillor, and then sought to buy a house in an area where | would financially benefit.

Along with staff, councillors, and stakeholders at the end of 2018 | did attend a session run by consultants who
described work as “blue sky thinking”, and were in part based on potential development plans from 1976.

My political opponents said | had received detailed private briefings about potential development. According to
them, | then used that information to pursue a private sale for our home.

Those things aren’t true.

But still, my political opponents wrote a complaint to authorities, and then aggressively shopped the story around to
journalists in Wellington and all the way up to Auckland.

This was all happening in late August and early September, just before voting in the local body elections opened. It
doesn’t take a rocket scientist to figure out the allegations had a political motivation to them.

| spoke at length with journalists, answering questions, providing information — and the journalists, in turn, spoke to
Hutt City Council staff, the real estate agents we dealt with, our neighbours, local government experts, and anyone
else they needed to speak to in order to test the veracity of the claims being made.

Every single journalist and news editor declined to print the story. There was simply nothing in it, and no facts to
back up the allegations that were being made.

The authorities also assessed what was being alleged, and declined to look at the matter any further.
So, again — why am | telling you all of this?
It has now been about a year since that group of people started to shop the story around about our family home.

So it was a bit surprising to learn recently that journalists had again been approached, with the same allegations, by
the same people, seeking to inflict the same damage.

Today I've decided I've had enough of this kind of politics.

While | know who is behind the complaints, there’s no benefit in naming them. | know they have a political axe to
grind, and that the allegations have time and again been debunked.

And it's not that | am above reproach, or questions being asked. Questions have been asked. A lot of them. I've
been upfront and honest about absolutely everything. It speaks for itself that there hasn’t been anything of
substance to report on.

But instead of continuing to go over these things again, by journalists who are seeing half-baked allegations for the
first time, I’'m going to explain them to you directly.

Some people say that “explaining is losing”. | personally give the public a lot more credit than that, and think people
are smart enough and experienced enough to make their own judgments. In this circumstance, I'm confident the
facts speak for themselves.



| was elected Mayor last year with a promise to always be open and transparent, and to tell things how they
are. This might mean that we may not always agree, but you can be confident I've listened and been upfront with
you in response.

As many will know, buying a home is generally a happy time in your life. Instead, my family has been under constant
stress from these allegations which have, and continue to come up.

Rumors and innuendos are not what people are interested in, nor is petty and dirty politics. The people | speak with
want their elected officials to focus on the issues that matter. Housing, infrastructure, our environment, and building
back better from COVID-19.

Those issues will always be my focus, and will continue to be my focus. Part of this is directly addressing this issue,
which is a distraction from everything else.

So there itis. The story of my family home purchase in about 1000 words.

And if you have any questions at all, don’t hesitate to flick me a message, or send me an email. I'll do my best to
respond to everyone.

Kind regards,

Campbell Barry
Mayor of Lower Hutt




From:

Sent: Saturday, 5 September 2020 9:09 PM

To: Campbell Barry

Subject: Re: A long, but important message

Hi Campbell - Having been involved in for over 50 years, | have a lot of sympathy for you.

Everyone knew about that area as a potential growth area about a decade ago, but it was ruled out
categorically for a number of good reasons at the time. It may come back, who knows, but in the
meantime life goes on and people have the right to make decisions to sell and to buy at current market
rates. Nothing underhand in that whatsoever. Hold your head high and enjoy your property!

Get Outlook for Android

From: Mayor Campbell Barry <campbell.barry@huttcity.govt.nz>
Sent: Friday, September 4, 2020 6:39:03 PM

To:

Subject: A long, but important message

Hi
| am writing to you this evening to clarify the purchase of my family home in Wainuiomata.

As a Councillor and as Mayor | have always been transparent, upfront, and honest about issues — it's an approach |
consider to underpin everything | have done since | was elected to the Wainuiomata Community Board in 2010.

However, it’s still a bit unusual to be in a position to have to talk to you about the home my wife Laura and |
purchased last year in Wainuiomata.

Along with my mother and father in law, my wife and | were fortunate enough to buy a beautiful home with some land
on Upper Fitzherbert Road.

We were looking for something rural, with the ability to accommodate Laura and me, as well as her mum and
dad. Ultimately we were also looking with a view to a future family, and room to grow.

When we were looking to move at the end of 2018, we looked at houses right across the Hutt. It will not surprise you
that being Wainuiomata born and bred, | was pretty keen to keep living locally. We viewed a handful of houses in
Wainuiomata, and we put offers on two houses that were not accepted.

In December of that year, our real estate agent reached out and suggested we take a look at the home we now live
in. We didn’t fall immediately in love with it after looking at the online listing, so didn’t pursue it at the time and
continued looking at other options.

After Christmas that year, we saw that the house was still for sale. We asked the listing agent to setup a

viewing. Soon after we viewed it a second time with Laura’s mum and dad, and then after that things moved quickly
(as they do), and we put in an offer in February 2019 which was declined in favour of another purchaser. Later that
month, the first offer fell through and we were invited to make another offer, which was accepted.

When we purchased the home, | also emailed Council officers advising them of the house purchase and invited them
to raise any issues. There were no legal issues identified, and | was given general advice on how to best manage
homeownership in terms of Council’s planning processes.

So — why am | telling you all of this?

When | was standing for Mayor last year, and close to the election, a number of my political opponents were busy
making a number of allegations about the purchase of our family home.

1



For those who aren’t familiar with the Upper Fitzherbert area in Wainuiomata, it has long been identified as a potential
site for housing development. It is one of the few remaining areas of rural land in the Hutt, where large scale housing
development is possible.

This was flagged in the Hutt City Council’s Urban Growth Strategy in 2012-2032. People have also, for years,
advocated for a second access way in the area, in part to support the development of housing.

Regardless of these long term visions, there are no plans or budget in the pipeline to rezone the area to allow for
development of this scale. In fact, Council staff confirmed this when they released all information related to
Wainuiomata North in December last year.

Despite much of the thinking and reports being public, my opponents claim | learned about detailed plans as a
Councillor, and then sought to buy a house in an area where | would financially benefit.

Along with staff, councillors, and stakeholders at the end of 2018 | did attend a session run by consultants who
described work as “blue sky thinking”, and were in part based on potential development plans from 1976.

My political opponents said | had received detailed private briefings about potential development. According to them,
| then used that information to pursue a private sale for our home.

Those things aren’t true.

But still, my political opponents wrote a complaint to authorities, and then aggressively shopped the story around to
journalists in Wellington and all the way up to Auckland.

This was all happening in late August and early September, just before voting in the local body elections opened. It
doesn’t take a rocket scientist to figure out the allegations had a political motivation to them.

| spoke at length with journalists, answering questions, providing information — and the journalists, in turn, spoke to
Hutt City Council staff, the real estate agents we dealt with, our neighbours, local government experts, and anyone
else they needed to speak to in order to test the veracity of the claims being made.

Every single journalist and news editor declined to print the story. There was simply nothing in it, and no facts to back
up the allegations that were being made.

The authorities also assessed what was being alleged, and declined to look at the matter any further.
So, again — why am | telling you all of this?
It has now been about a year since that group of people started to shop the story around about our family home.

So it was a bit surprising to learn recently that journalists had again been approached, with the same allegations, by
the same people, seeking to inflict the same damage.

Today I've decided I've had enough of this kind of politics.

While | know who is behind the complaints, there’s no benefit in naming them. | know they have a political axe to
grind, and that the allegations have time and again been debunked.

And it's not that | am above reproach, or questions being asked. Questions have been asked. A lot of them. I've
been upfront and honest about absolutely everything. It speaks for itself that there hasn’t been anything of substance
to report on.

But instead of continuing to go over these things again, by journalists who are seeing half-baked allegations for the
first time, I’'m going to explain them to you directly.

Some people say that “explaining is losing”. | personally give the public a lot more credit than that, and think people
are smart enough and experienced enough to make their own judgments. In this circumstance, I'm confident the facts
speak for themselves.

| was elected Mayor last year with a promise to always be open and transparent, and to tell things how they are. This
might mean that we may not always agree, but you can be confident I've listened and been upfront with you in
response.



As many will know, buying a home is generally a happy time in your life. Instead, my family has been under constant
stress from these allegations which have, and continue to come up.

Rumors and innuendos are not what people are interested in, nor is petty and dirty politics. The people | speak with
want their elected officials to focus on the issues that matter. Housing, infrastructure, our environment, and building
back better from COVID-19.

Those issues will always be my focus, and will continue to be my focus. Part of this is directly addressing this issue,
which is a distraction from everything else.

So there itis. The story of my family home purchase in about 1000 words.

And if you have any questions at all, don’t hesitate to flick me a message, or send me an email. I'll do my best to
respond to everyone.

Kind regards,

Campbell Barry
Mayor of Lower Hutt




From:

Sent: Saturday, 5 September 2020 8:27 PM
To: Campbell Barry

i

Subject: RE: A long, but important message

From: Mayor Campbell Barry [mailto:campbell.barry@huttcity.govt.nz]
Sent: Friday, 4 September 2020 6:39 PM

To:
Subject: A long, but important message

i

| am writing to you this evening to clarify the purchase of my family home in Wainuiomata.

As a Councillor and as Mayor | have always been transparent, upfront, and honest about issues — it's an approach |
consider to underpin everything | have done since | was elected to the Wainuiomata Community Board in 2010.

However, it's still a bit unusual to be in a position to have to talk to you about the home my wife Laura and |
purchased last year in Wainuiomata.

Along with my mother and father in law, my wife and | were fortunate enough to buy a beautiful home with some land
on Upper Fitzherbert Road.

We were looking for something rural, with the ability to accommodate Laura and me, as well as her mum and
dad. Ultimately we were also looking with a view to a future family, and room to grow.

When we were looking to move at the end of 2018, we looked at houses right across the Hutt. It will not surprise you
that being Wainuiomata born and bred, | was pretty keen to keep living locally. We viewed a handful of houses in
Wainuiomata, and we put offers on two houses that were not accepted.

In December of that year, our real estate agent reached out and suggested we take a look at the home we now live
in. We didn’t fall immediately in love with it after looking at the online listing, so didn’t pursue it at the time and
continued looking at other options.

After Christmas that year, we saw that the house was still for sale. We asked the listing agent to setup a

viewing. Soon after we viewed it a second time with Laura’s mum and dad, and then after that things moved quickly
(as they do), and we put in an offer in February 2019 which was declined in favour of another purchaser. Later that
month, the first offer fell through and we were invited to make another offer, which was accepted.

When we purchased the home, | also emailed Council officers advising them of the house purchase and invited them
to raise any issues. There were no legal issues identified, and | was given general advice on how to best manage
homeownership in terms of Council’s planning processes.

So — why am | telling you all of this?
When | was standing for Mayor last year, and close to the election, a number of my political opponents were busy

making a number of allegations about the purchase of our family home.
1



For those who aren’t familiar with the Upper Fitzherbert area in Wainuiomata, it has long been identified as a potential
site for housing development. It is one of the few remaining areas of rural land in the Hutt, where large scale housing
development is possible.

This was flagged in the Hutt City Council’s Urban Growth Strategy in 2012-2032. People have also, for years,
advocated for a second access way in the area, in part to support the development of housing.

Regardless of these long term visions, there are no plans or budget in the pipeline to rezone the area to allow for
development of this scale. In fact, Council staff confirmed this when they released all information related to
Wainuiomata North in December last year.

Despite much of the thinking and reports being public, my opponents claim | learned about detailed plans as a
Councillor, and then sought to buy a house in an area where | would financially benefit.

Along with staff, councillors, and stakeholders at the end of 2018 | did attend a session run by consultants who
described work as “blue sky thinking”, and were in part based on potential development plans from 1976.

My political opponents said | had received detailed private briefings about potential development. According to them,
| then used that information to pursue a private sale for our home.

Those things aren’t true.

But still, my political opponents wrote a complaint to authorities, and then aggressively shopped the story around to
journalists in Wellington and all the way up to Auckland.

This was all happening in late August and early September, just before voting in the local body elections opened. It
doesn’t take a rocket scientist to figure out the allegations had a political motivation to them.

| spoke at length with journalists, answering questions, providing information — and the journalists, in turn, spoke to
Hutt City Council staff, the real estate agents we dealt with, our neighbours, local government experts, and anyone
else they needed to speak to in order to test the veracity of the claims being made.

Every single journalist and news editor declined to print the story. There was simply nothing in it, and no facts to back
up the allegations that were being made.

The authorities also assessed what was being alleged, and declined to look at the matter any further.
So, again — why am | telling you all of this?
It has now been about a year since that group of people started to shop the story around about our family home.

So it was a bit surprising to learn recently that journalists had again been approached, with the same allegations, by
the same people, seeking to inflict the same damage.

Today I've decided I've had enough of this kind of politics.

While | know who is behind the complaints, there’s no benefit in naming them. | know they have a political axe to
grind, and that the allegations have time and again been debunked.

And it's not that | am above reproach, or questions being asked. Questions have been asked. A lot of them. I've
been upfront and honest about absolutely everything. It speaks for itself that there hasn’t been anything of substance
to report on.

But instead of continuing to go over these things again, by journalists who are seeing half-baked allegations for the
first time, I’'m going to explain them to you directly.

Some people say that “explaining is losing”. | personally give the public a lot more credit than that, and think people
are smart enough and experienced enough to make their own judgments. In this circumstance, I'm confident the facts
speak for themselves.

| was elected Mayor last year with a promise to always be open and transparent, and to tell things how they are. This
might mean that we may not always agree, but you can be confident I've listened and been upfront with you in
response.



As many will know, buying a home is generally a happy time in your life. Instead, my family has been under constant
stress from these allegations which have, and continue to come up.

Rumors and innuendos are not what people are interested in, nor is petty and dirty politics. The people | speak with
want their elected officials to focus on the issues that matter. Housing, infrastructure, our environment, and building
back better from COVID-19.

Those issues will always be my focus, and will continue to be my focus. Part of this is directly addressing this issue,
which is a distraction from everything else.

So there itis. The story of my family home purchase in about 1000 words.

And if you have any questions at all, don’t hesitate to flick me a message, or send me an email. I'll do my best to
respond to everyone.

Kind regards,

Campbell Barry
Mayor of Lower Hutt




From:

Sent: Saturday, 5 September 2020 6:51 PM
To: Campbell Barry

Subject: Re: A long, but important message

Gossip is gossip. Don't buy into it and don't acknowledge it again.

Get Outlook for Android

From: Mayor Campbell Barry <campbell.barry@huttcity.govt.nz>
Sent: Friday, 4 September 2020, 18:39

To:

Subject: A long, but important message

o
I am writing to you this evening to clarify the purchase of my family home in Wainuiomata.

As a Councillor and as Mayor I have always been transparent, upfront, and honest about issues — it’s an approach I consider to
underpin everything I have done since I was elected to the Wainuiomata Community Board in 2010.

However, it’s still a bit unusual to be in a position to have to talk to you about the home my wife Laura and I purchased last year
in Wainuiomata.

Along with my mother and father in law, my wife and I were fortunate enough to buy a beautiful home with some land on Upper
Fitzherbert Road.

We were looking for something rural, with the ability to accommodate Laura and me, as well as her mum and dad. Ultimately we
were also looking with a view to a future family, and room to grow.

When we were looking to move at the end of 2018, we looked at houses right across the Hutt. It will not surprise you that being
Wainuiomata born and bred, I was pretty keen to keep living locally. We viewed a handful of houses in Wainuiomata, and we put
offers on two houses that were not accepted.

In December of that year, our real estate agent reached out and suggested we take a look at the home we now live in. We didn’t
fall immediately in love with it after looking at the online listing, so didn’t pursue it at the time and continued looking at other
options.

After Christmas that year, we saw that the house was still for sale. We asked the listing agent to setup a viewing. Soon after we
viewed it a second time with Laura’s mum and dad, and then after that things moved quickly (as they do), and we put in an offer
in February 2019 which was declined in favour of another purchaser. Later that month, the first offer fell through and we were
invited to make another offer, which was accepted.

When we purchased the home, I also emailed Council officers advising them of the house purchase and invited them to raise any
issues. There were no legal issues identified, and I was given general advice on how to best manage homeownership in terms of
Council’s planning processes.

So — why am I telling you all of this?

When I was standing for Mayor last year, and close to the election, a number of my political opponents were busy making a
number of allegations about the purchase of our family home.



For those who aren’t familiar with the Upper Fitzherbert area in Wainuiomata, it has long been identified as a potential site for
housing development. It is one of the few remaining areas of rural land in the Hutt, where large scale housing development is
possible.

This was flagged in the Hutt City Council’s Urban Growth Strategy in 2012-2032. People have also, for years, advocated for a
second access way in the area, in part to support the development of housing.

Regardless of these long term visions, there are no plans or budget in the pipeline to rezone the area to allow for development of
this scale. In fact, Council staff confirmed this when they released all information related to Wainuiomata North in December last

year.

Despite much of the thinking and reports being public, my opponents claim I learned about detailed plans as a Councillor, and
then sought to buy a house in an area where [ would financially benefit.

Along with staff, councillors, and stakeholders at the end of 2018 I did attend a session run by consultants who described work as
“blue sky thinking”, and were in part based on potential development plans from 1976.

My political opponents said I had received detailed private briefings about potential development. According to them, I then used
that information to pursue a private sale for our home.

Those things aren’t true.

But still, my political opponents wrote a complaint to authorities, and then aggressively shopped the story around to journalists in
Wellington and all the way up to Auckland.

This was all happening in late August and early September, just before voting in the local body elections opened. It doesn’t take
a rocket scientist to figure out the allegations had a political motivation to them.

I spoke at length with journalists, answering questions, providing information — and the journalists, in turn, spoke to Hutt City
Council staff, the real estate agents we dealt with, our neighbours, local government experts, and anyone else they needed to

speak to in order to test the veracity of the claims being made.

Every single journalist and news editor declined to print the story. There was simply nothing in it, and no facts to back up the
allegations that were being made.

The authorities also assessed what was being alleged, and declined to look at the matter any further.
So, again — why am [ telling you all of this?
It has now been about a year since that group of people started to shop the story around about our family home.

So it was a bit surprising to learn recently that journalists had again been approached, with the same allegations, by the same
people, seeking to inflict the same damage.

Today I’ve decided I’ve had enough of this kind of politics.

While I know who is behind the complaints, there’s no benefit in naming them. I know they have a political axe to grind, and that
the allegations have time and again been debunked.

And it’s not that I am above reproach, or questions being asked. Questions have been asked. A lot of them. I’ve been upfront
and honest about absolutely everything. It speaks for itself that there hasn’t been anything of substance to report on.

But instead of continuing to go over these things again, by journalists who are seeing half-baked allegations for the first time, I’'m
going to explain them to you directly.

Some people say that “explaining is losing”. I personally give the public a lot more credit than that, and think people are smart
enough and experienced enough to make their own judgments. In this circumstance, I’'m confident the facts speak for
themselves.

I was elected Mayor last year with a promise to always be open and transparent, and to tell things how they are. This might mean
that we may not always agree, but you can be confident I’ve listened and been upfront with you in response.

As many will know, buying a home is generally a happy time in your life. Instead, my family has been under constant stress from
these allegations which have, and continue to come up.



Rumors and innuendos are not what people are interested in, nor is petty and dirty politics. The people I speak with want their
elected officials to focus on the issues that matter. Housing, infrastructure, our environment, and building back better from
COVID-19.

Those issues will always be my focus, and will continue to be my focus. Part of this is directly addressing this issue, which is a
distraction from everything else.

So there it is. The story of my family home purchase in about 1000 words.

And if you have any questions at all, don’t hesitate to flick me a message, or send me an email. 1’1l do my best to respond to
everyone.

Kind regards,

Campbell Barry
Mayor of Lower Hutt




From:

Sent: Saturday, 5 September 2020 6:46 PM
To: Campbell Barry

Subject: Re: A long, but important message

Thank you personally have NOT heard anything like that within our friends.

Hope that iou iet treated the same as anyone of us With respect.

cheers

—————— Original Message ------
From: "Mayor Campbell Bar
To:
Sent: 4/09/2020 6:39:05 pm
Subject: A long, but important message

" <campbell.barry@huttcity.govt.nz>

Hi [
| am writing to you this evening to clarify the purchase of my family home in Wainuiomata.

As a Councillor and as Mayor | have always been transparent, upfront, and honest about issues — it's an approach |
consider to underpin everything | have done since | was elected to the Wainuiomata Community Board in 2010.

However, it’s still a bit unusual to be in a position to have to talk to you about the home my wife Laura and |
purchased last year in Wainuiomata.

Along with my mother and father in law, my wife and | were fortunate enough to buy a beautiful home with some land
on Upper Fitzherbert Road.

We were looking for something rural, with the ability to accommodate Laura and me, as well as her mum and
dad. Ultimately we were also looking with a view to a future family, and room to grow.

When we were looking to move at the end of 2018, we looked at houses right across the Hutt. It will not surprise you
that being Wainuiomata born and bred, | was pretty keen to keep living locally. We viewed a handful of houses in
Wainuiomata, and we put offers on two houses that were not accepted.

In December of that year, our real estate agent reached out and suggested we take a look at the home we now live
in. We didn’t fall immediately in love with it after looking at the online listing, so didn’t pursue it at the time and
continued looking at other options.

After Christmas that year, we saw that the house was still for sale. We asked the listing agent to setup a

viewing. Soon after we viewed it a second time with Laura’s mum and dad, and then after that things moved quickly
(as they do), and we put in an offer in February 2019 which was declined in favour of another purchaser. Later that
month, the first offer fell through and we were invited to make another offer, which was accepted.

When we purchased the home, | also emailed Council officers advising them of the house purchase and invited them
to raise any issues. There were no legal issues identified, and | was given general advice on how to best manage
homeownership in terms of Council’s planning processes.

So — why am | telling you all of this?

When | was standing for Mayor last year, and close to the election, a number of my political opponents were busy
making a number of allegations about the purchase of our family home.



For those who aren’t familiar with the Upper Fitzherbert area in Wainuiomata, it has long been identified as a
potential site for housing development. It is one of the few remaining areas of rural land in the Hutt, where large
scale housing development is possible.

This was flagged in the Hutt City Council’'s Urban Growth Strategy in 2012-2032. People have also, for years,
advocated for a second access way in the area, in part to support the development of housing.

Regardless of these long term visions, there are no plans or budget in the pipeline to rezone the area to allow for
development of this scale. In fact, Council staff confirmed this when they released all information related to
Wainuiomata North in December last year.

Despite much of the thinking and reports being public, my opponents claim | learned about detailed plans as a
Councillor, and then sought to buy a house in an area where | would financially benefit.

Along with staff, councillors, and stakeholders at the end of 2018 | did attend a session run by consultants who
described work as “blue sky thinking”, and were in part based on potential development plans from 1976.

My political opponents said | had received detailed private briefings about potential development. According to them,
| then used that information to pursue a private sale for our home.

Those things aren’t true.

But still, my political opponents wrote a complaint to authorities, and then aggressively shopped the story around to
journalists in Wellington and all the way up to Auckland.

This was all happening in late August and early September, just before voting in the local body elections opened. It
doesn’t take a rocket scientist to figure out the allegations had a political motivation to them.

| spoke at length with journalists, answering questions, providing information — and the journalists, in turn, spoke to
Hutt City Council staff, the real estate agents we dealt with, our neighbours, local government experts, and anyone
else they needed to speak to in order to test the veracity of the claims being made.

Every single journalist and news editor declined to print the story. There was simply nothing in it, and no facts to
back up the allegations that were being made.

The authorities also assessed what was being alleged, and declined to look at the matter any further.
So, again — why am | telling you all of this?
It has now been about a year since that group of people started to shop the story around about our family home.

So it was a bit surprising to learn recently that journalists had again been approached, with the same allegations, by
the same people, seeking to inflict the same damage.

Today I've decided I've had enough of this kind of politics.

While | know who is behind the complaints, there’s no benefit in naming them. | know they have a political axe to
grind, and that the allegations have time and again been debunked.

And it’s not that | am above reproach, or questions being asked. Questions have been asked. A lot of them. I've
been upfront and honest about absolutely everything. It speaks for itself that there hasn’t been anything of
substance to report on.

But instead of continuing to go over these things again, by journalists who are seeing half-baked allegations for the
first time, I’'m going to explain them to you directly.

Some people say that “explaining is losing”. | personally give the public a lot more credit than that, and think people
are smart enough and experienced enough to make their own judgments. In this circumstance, I'm confident the
facts speak for themselves.

| was elected Mayor last year with a promise to always be open and transparent, and to tell things how they
are. This might mean that we may not always agree, but you can be confident I've listened and been upfront with
you in response.



As many will know, buying a home is generally a happy time in your life. Instead, my family has been under constant
stress from these allegations which have, and continue to come up.

Rumors and innuendos are not what people are interested in, nor is petty and dirty politics. The people | speak with
want their elected officials to focus on the issues that matter. Housing, infrastructure, our environment, and building
back better from COVID-19.

Those issues will always be my focus, and will continue to be my focus. Part of this is directly addressing this issue,
which is a distraction from everything else.

So there itis. The story of my family home purchase in about 1000 words.

And if you have any questions at all, don’t hesitate to flick me a message, or send me an email. I'll do my best to
respond to everyone.

Kind regards,

Campbell Barry
Mayor of Lower Hutt




From:

Sent: Saturday, 5 September 2020 5:40 PM
To: Campbell Barry

Subject: Re: A long, but important message

OK SIR. GOOD LUCK. THANK YOU.

On Fri, Sep 4, 2020, 6:39 PM Mayor Campbell Barry <campbell.barry@huttcity.govt.nz> wrote:

Hi

| am writing to you this evening to clarify the purchase of my family home in Wainuiomata.

As a Councillor and as Mayor | have always been transparent, upfront, and honest about issues — it's an approach |
consider to underpin everything | have done since | was elected to the Wainuiomata Community Board in 2010.

However, it's still a bit unusual to be in a position to have to talk to you about the home my wife Laura and |
purchased last year in Wainuiomata.

Along with my mother and father in law, my wife and | were fortunate enough to buy a beautiful home with some land
on Upper Fitzherbert Road.

We were looking for something rural, with the ability to accommodate Laura and me, as well as her mum and
dad. Ultimately we were also looking with a view to a future family, and room to grow.

When we were looking to move at the end of 2018, we looked at houses right across the Hutt. It will not surprise you
that being Wainuiomata born and bred, | was pretty keen to keep living locally. We viewed a handful of houses in
Wainuiomata, and we put offers on two houses that were not accepted.

In December of that year, our real estate agent reached out and suggested we take a look at the home we now live
in. We didn’t fall immediately in love with it after looking at the online listing, so didn’t pursue it at the time and
continued looking at other options.

After Christmas that year, we saw that the house was still for sale. We asked the listing agent to setup a

viewing. Soon after we viewed it a second time with Laura’s mum and dad, and then after that things moved quickly
(as they do), and we put in an offer in February 2019 which was declined in favour of another purchaser. Later that
month, the first offer fell through and we were invited to make another offer, which was accepted.

When we purchased the home, | also emailed Council officers advising them of the house purchase and invited them
to raise any issues. There were no legal issues identified, and | was given general advice on how to best manage
homeownership in terms of Council’s planning processes.

So — why am | telling you all of this?

When | was standing for Mayor last year, and close to the election, a number of my political opponents were busy
making a number of allegations about the purchase of our family home.

For those who aren’t familiar with the Upper Fitzherbert area in Wainuiomata, it has long been identified as a
potential site for housing development. It is one of the few remaining areas of rural land in the Hutt, where large
scale housing development is possible.

This was flagged in the Hutt City Council’s Urban Growth Strategy in 2012-2032. People have also, for years,
advocated for a second access way in the area, in part to support the development of housing.



Regardless of these long term visions, there are no plans or budget in the pipeline to rezone the area to allow for
development of this scale. In fact, Council staff confirmed this when they released all information related to
Wainuiomata North in December last year.

Despite much of the thinking and reports being public, my opponents claim | learned about detailed plans as a
Councillor, and then sought to buy a house in an area where | would financially benefit.

Along with staff, councillors, and stakeholders at the end of 2018 | did attend a session run by consultants who
described work as “blue sky thinking”, and were in part based on potential development plans from 1976.

My political opponents said | had received detailed private briefings about potential development. According to
them, | then used that information to pursue a private sale for our home.

Those things aren’t true.

But still, my political opponents wrote a complaint to authorities, and then aggressively shopped the story around to
journalists in Wellington and all the way up to Auckland.

This was all happening in late August and early September, just before voting in the local body elections opened. It
doesn’t take a rocket scientist to figure out the allegations had a political motivation to them.

| spoke at length with journalists, answering questions, providing information — and the journalists, in turn, spoke to
Hutt City Council staff, the real estate agents we dealt with, our neighbours, local government experts, and anyone
else they needed to speak to in order to test the veracity of the claims being made.

Every single journalist and news editor declined to print the story. There was simply nothing in it, and no facts to
back up the allegations that were being made.

The authorities also assessed what was being alleged, and declined to look at the matter any further.
So, again — why am | telling you all of this?
It has now been about a year since that group of people started to shop the story around about our family home.

So it was a bit surprising to learn recently that journalists had again been approached, with the same allegations, by
the same people, seeking to inflict the same damage.

Today I've decided I've had enough of this kind of politics.

While | know who is behind the complaints, there’s no benefit in naming them. | know they have a political axe to
grind, and that the allegations have time and again been debunked.

And it's not that | am above reproach, or questions being asked. Questions have been asked. A lot of them. I've
been upfront and honest about absolutely everything. It speaks for itself that there hasn’t been anything of
substance to report on.

But instead of continuing to go over these things again, by journalists who are seeing half-baked allegations for the
first time, I’'m going to explain them to you directly.

Some people say that “explaining is losing”. | personally give the public a lot more credit than that, and think people
are smart enough and experienced enough to make their own judgments. In this circumstance, I'm confident the
facts speak for themselves.

| was elected Mayor last year with a promise to always be open and transparent, and to tell things how they
are. This might mean that we may not always agree, but you can be confident I've listened and been upfront with
you in response.

As many will know, buying a home is generally a happy time in your life. Instead, my family has been under constant
stress from these allegations which have, and continue to come up.



Rumors and innuendos are not what people are interested in, nor is petty and dirty politics. The people | speak with
want their elected officials to focus on the issues that matter. Housing, infrastructure, our environment, and building
back better from COVID-19.

Those issues will always be my focus, and will continue to be my focus. Part of this is directly addressing this issue,
which is a distraction from everything else.

So there itis. The story of my family home purchase in about 1000 words.

And if you have any questions at all, don’t hesitate to flick me a message, or send me an email. I'll do my best to
respond to everyone.

Kind regards,

Campbell Barry
Mayor of Lower Hutt




From:

Sent: Saturday, 5 September 2020 5:36 PM
To: Campbell Barry

Subject: Re: A long, but important message

Its an interesting read. Are you going to subdivide the land now or in the future or keep as a whole for your
family ? Would your intentions for it silence those accusing?

On Fri, 4 Sep 2020, 6:39 PM Mayor Campbell Barry <campbell.barry@huttcity.govt.nz> wrote:

il

| am writing to you this evening to clarify the purchase of my family home in Wainuiomata.

As a Councillor and as Mayor | have always been transparent, upfront, and honest about issues — it's an approach |
consider to underpin everything | have done since | was elected to the Wainuiomata Community Board in 2010.

However, it’s still a bit unusual to be in a position to have to talk to you about the home my wife Laura and |
purchased last year in Wainuiomata.

Along with my mother and father in law, my wife and | were fortunate enough to buy a beautiful home with some land
on Upper Fitzherbert Road.

We were looking for something rural, with the ability to accommodate Laura and me, as well as her mum and
dad. Ultimately we were also looking with a view to a future family, and room to grow.

When we were looking to move at the end of 2018, we looked at houses right across the Hutt. It will not surprise you
that being Wainuiomata born and bred, | was pretty keen to keep living locally. We viewed a handful of houses in
Wainuiomata, and we put offers on two houses that were not accepted.

In December of that year, our real estate agent reached out and suggested we take a look at the home we now live
in. We didn’t fall immediately in love with it after looking at the online listing, so didn’t pursue it at the time and
continued looking at other options.

After Christmas that year, we saw that the house was still for sale. We asked the listing agent to setup a

viewing. Soon after we viewed it a second time with Laura’s mum and dad, and then after that things moved quickly
(as they do), and we put in an offer in February 2019 which was declined in favour of another purchaser. Later that
month, the first offer fell through and we were invited to make another offer, which was accepted.

When we purchased the home, | also emailed Council officers advising them of the house purchase and invited them
to raise any issues. There were no legal issues identified, and | was given general advice on how to best manage
homeownership in terms of Council’s planning processes.

So — why am | telling you all of this?

When | was standing for Mayor last year, and close to the election, a number of my political opponents were busy
making a number of allegations about the purchase of our family home.

For those who aren’t familiar with the Upper Fitzherbert area in Wainuiomata, it has long been identified as a
potential site for housing development. It is one of the few remaining areas of rural land in the Hutt, where large
scale housing development is possible.

This was flagged in the Hutt City Council’s Urban Growth Strategy in 2012-2032. People have also, for years,
advocated for a second access way in the area, in part to support the development of housing.



Regardless of these long term visions, there are no plans or budget in the pipeline to rezone the area to allow for
development of this scale. In fact, Council staff confirmed this when they released all information related to
Wainuiomata North in December last year.

Despite much of the thinking and reports being public, my opponents claim | learned about detailed plans as a
Councillor, and then sought to buy a house in an area where | would financially benefit.

Along with staff, councillors, and stakeholders at the end of 2018 | did attend a session run by consultants who
described work as “blue sky thinking”, and were in part based on potential development plans from 1976.

My political opponents said | had received detailed private briefings about potential development. According to
them, | then used that information to pursue a private sale for our home.

Those things aren’t true.

But still, my political opponents wrote a complaint to authorities, and then aggressively shopped the story around to
journalists in Wellington and all the way up to Auckland.

This was all happening in late August and early September, just before voting in the local body elections opened. It
doesn’t take a rocket scientist to figure out the allegations had a political motivation to them.

| spoke at length with journalists, answering questions, providing information — and the journalists, in turn, spoke to
Hutt City Council staff, the real estate agents we dealt with, our neighbours, local government experts, and anyone
else they needed to speak to in order to test the veracity of the claims being made.

Every single journalist and news editor declined to print the story. There was simply nothing in it, and no facts to
back up the allegations that were being made.

The authorities also assessed what was being alleged, and declined to look at the matter any further.
So, again — why am | telling you all of this?
It has now been about a year since that group of people started to shop the story around about our family home.

So it was a bit surprising to learn recently that journalists had again been approached, with the same allegations, by
the same people, seeking to inflict the same damage.

Today I've decided I've had enough of this kind of politics.

While | know who is behind the complaints, there’s no benefit in naming them. | know they have a political axe to
grind, and that the allegations have time and again been debunked.

And it's not that | am above reproach, or questions being asked. Questions have been asked. A lot of them. I've
been upfront and honest about absolutely everything. It speaks for itself that there hasn’t been anything of
substance to report on.

But instead of continuing to go over these things again, by journalists who are seeing half-baked allegations for the
first time, I’'m going to explain them to you directly.

Some people say that “explaining is losing”. | personally give the public a lot more credit than that, and think people
are smart enough and experienced enough to make their own judgments. In this circumstance, I'm confident the
facts speak for themselves.

| was elected Mayor last year with a promise to always be open and transparent, and to tell things how they
are. This might mean that we may not always agree, but you can be confident I've listened and been upfront with
you in response.

As many will know, buying a home is generally a happy time in your life. Instead, my family has been under constant
stress from these allegations which have, and continue to come up.



Rumors and innuendos are not what people are interested in, nor is petty and dirty politics. The people | speak with
want their elected officials to focus on the issues that matter. Housing, infrastructure, our environment, and building
back better from COVID-19.

Those issues will always be my focus, and will continue to be my focus. Part of this is directly addressing this issue,
which is a distraction from everything else.

So there itis. The story of my family home purchase in about 1000 words.

And if you have any questions at all, don’t hesitate to flick me a message, or send me an email. I'll do my best to
respond to everyone.

Kind regards,

Campbell Barry
Mayor of Lower Hutt




From:

Sent: Saturday, 5 September 2020 5:10 PM
To: Campbell Barry

Subject: Re: A long, but important message

On Fri., 4 Sep. 2020, 6:39 pm Mayor Campbell Barry, <campbell.barry@huttcity.govt.nz> wrote:

il
| am writing to you this evening to clarify the purchase of my family home in Wainuiomata.

As a Councillor and as Mayor | have always been transparent, upfront, and honest about issues — it's an approach |
consider to underpin everything | have done since | was elected to the Wainuiomata Community Board in 2010.

However, it’s still a bit unusual to be in a position to have to talk to you about the home my wife Laura and |
purchased last year in Wainuiomata.

Along with my mother and father in law, my wife and | were fortunate enough to buy a beautiful home with some land
on Upper Fitzherbert Road.

We were looking for something rural, with the ability to accommodate Laura and me, as well as her mum and
dad. Ultimately we were also looking with a view to a future family, and room to grow.

When we were looking to move at the end of 2018, we looked at houses right across the Hutt. It will not surprise you
that being Wainuiomata born and bred, | was pretty keen to keep living locally. We viewed a handful of houses in
Wainuiomata, and we put offers on two houses that were not accepted.

In December of that year, our real estate agent reached out and suggested we take a look at the home we now live
in. We didn’t fall immediately in love with it after looking at the online listing, so didn’t pursue it at the time and
continued looking at other options.

After Christmas that year, we saw that the house was still for sale. We asked the listing agent to setup a

viewing. Soon after we viewed it a second time with Laura’s mum and dad, and then after that things moved quickly
(as they do), and we put in an offer in February 2019 which was declined in favour of another purchaser. Later that
month, the first offer fell through and we were invited to make another offer, which was accepted.
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When we purchased the home, | also emailed Council officers advising them of the house purchase and invited them
to raise any issues. There were no legal issues identified, and | was given general advice on how to best manage
homeownership in terms of Council’s planning processes.

So — why am | telling you all of this?

When | was standing for Mayor last year, and close to the election, a number of my political opponents were busy
making a number of allegations about the purchase of our family home.

For those who aren’t familiar with the Upper Fitzherbert area in Wainuiomata, it has long been identified as a
potential site for housing development. It is one of the few remaining areas of rural land in the Hutt, where large
scale housing development is possible.

This was flagged in the Hutt City Council’s Urban Growth Strategy in 2012-2032. People have also, for years,
advocated for a second access way in the area, in part to support the development of housing.

Regardless of these long term visions, there are no plans or budget in the pipeline to rezone the area to allow for
development of this scale. In fact, Council staff confirmed this when they released all information related to
Wainuiomata North in December last year.

Despite much of the thinking and reports being public, my opponents claim | learned about detailed plans as a
Councillor, and then sought to buy a house in an area where | would financially benefit.

Along with staff, councillors, and stakeholders at the end of 2018 | did attend a session run by consultants who
described work as “blue sky thinking”, and were in part based on potential development plans from 1976.

My political opponents said | had received detailed private briefings about potential development. According to
them, | then used that information to pursue a private sale for our home.

Those things aren’t true.

But still, my political opponents wrote a complaint to authorities, and then aggressively shopped the story around to
journalists in Wellington and all the way up to Auckland.

This was all happening in late August and early September, just before voting in the local body elections opened. It
doesn’t take a rocket scientist to figure out the allegations had a political motivation to them.

| spoke at length with journalists, answering questions, providing information — and the journalists, in turn, spoke to
Hutt City Council staff, the real estate agents we dealt with, our neighbours, local government experts, and anyone
else they needed to speak to in order to test the veracity of the claims being made.

Every single journalist and news editor declined to print the story. There was simply nothing in it, and no facts to
back up the allegations that were being made.

The authorities also assessed what was being alleged, and declined to look at the matter any further.
So, again — why am | telling you all of this?
It has now been about a year since that group of people started to shop the story around about our family home.

So it was a bit surprising to learn recently that journalists had again been approached, with the same allegations, by
the same people, seeking to inflict the same damage.

Today I've decided I've had enough of this kind of politics.

While | know who is behind the complaints, there’s no benefit in naming them. | know they have a political axe to
grind, and that the allegations have time and again been debunked.

And it's not that | am above reproach, or questions being asked. Questions have been asked. A lot of them. I've
been upfront and honest about absolutely everything. It speaks for itself that there hasn’t been anything of
substance to report on.



But instead of continuing to go over these things again, by journalists who are seeing half-baked allegations for the
first time, I’'m going to explain them to you directly.

Some people say that “explaining is losing”. | personally give the public a lot more credit than that, and think people
are smart enough and experienced enough to make their own judgments. In this circumstance, I’'m confident the
facts speak for themselves.

| was elected Mayor last year with a promise to always be open and transparent, and to tell things how they
are. This might mean that we may not always agree, but you can be confident I've listened and been upfront with
you in response.

As many will know, buying a home is generally a happy time in your life. Instead, my family has been under constant
stress from these allegations which have, and continue to come up.

Rumors and innuendos are not what people are interested in, nor is petty and dirty politics. The people | speak with
want their elected officials to focus on the issues that matter. Housing, infrastructure, our environment, and building
back better from COVID-19.

Those issues will always be my focus, and will continue to be my focus. Part of this is directly addressing this issue,
which is a distraction from everything else.

So there itis. The story of my family home purchase in about 1000 words.

And if you have any questions at all, don’t hesitate to flick me a message, or send me an email. I'll do my best to
respond to everyone.

Kind regards,

Campbell Barry
Mayor of Lower Hutt




From:

Sent: Saturday, 5 September 2020 5:05 PM
To: Campbell Barry

Subject: Re: A long, but important message

I back you 100%. .
I'm not a fan of the shit stirring that the Blue Party are getting into.

Especially that smug fat face from Petone. He looks like a mini Jerry Brownlee.

Cheers -

On 04 September 2020 at 18:39 Mayor Campbell Barry <campbell.barry@huttcity.govt.nz>
wrote:

|
I am writing to you this evening to clarify the purchase of my family home in Wainuiomata.

As a Councillor and as Mayor I have always been transparent, upfront, and honest about
issues — it’s an approach I consider to underpin everything I have done since I was elected to
the Wainuiomata Community Board in 2010.

However, it’s still a bit unusual to be in a position to have to talk to you about the home my
wife Laura and I purchased last year in Wainuiomata.

Along with my mother and father in law, my wife and I were fortunate enough to buy a
beautiful home with some land on Upper Fitzherbert Road.

We were looking for something rural, with the ability to accommodate Laura and me, as well
as her mum and dad. Ultimately we were also looking with a view to a future family, and
room to grow.

When we were looking to move at the end of 2018, we looked at houses right across the
Hutt. It will not surprise you that being Wainuiomata born and bred, I was pretty keen to
keep living locally. We viewed a handful of houses in Wainuiomata, and we put offers on
two houses that were not accepted.

In December of that year, our real estate agent reached out and suggested we take a look at
the home we now live in. We didn’t fall immediately in love with it after looking at the
online listing, so didn’t pursue it at the time and continued looking at other options.

After Christmas that year, we saw that the house was still for sale. We asked the listing
agent to setup a viewing. Soon after we viewed it a second time with Laura’s mum and dad,
and then after that things moved quickly (as they do), and we put in an offer in February
2019 which was declined in favour of another purchaser. Later that month, the first offer fell
through and we were invited to make another offer, which was accepted.



When we purchased the home, I also emailed Council officers advising them of the house
purchase and invited them to raise any issues. There were no legal issues identified, and I
was given general advice on how to best manage homeownership in terms of Council’s
planning processes.

So — why am I telling you all of this?

When I was standing for Mayor last year, and close to the election, a number of my political
opponents were busy making a number of allegations about the purchase of our family home.

For those who aren’t familiar with the Upper Fitzherbert area in Wainuiomata, it has long
been identified as a potential site for housing development. It is one of the few remaining
areas of rural land in the Hutt, where large scale housing development is possible.

This was flagged in the Hutt City Council’s Urban Growth Strategy in 2012-2032. People
have also, for years, advocated for a second access way in the area, in part to support the
development of housing.

Regardless of these long term visions, there are no plans or budget in the pipeline to rezone
the area to allow for development of this scale. In fact, Council staff confirmed this when
they released all information related to Wainuiomata North in December last year.

Despite much of the thinking and reports being public, my opponents claim I learned about
detailed plans as a Councillor, and then sought to buy a house in an area where I would
financially benefit.

Along with staff, councillors, and stakeholders at the end of 2018 I did attend a session run
by consultants who described work as “blue sky thinking”, and were in part based on
potential development plans from 1976.

My political opponents said I had received detailed private briefings about potential
development. According to them, I then used that information to pursue a private sale for
our home.

Those things aren’t true.

But still, my political opponents wrote a complaint to authorities, and then aggressively
shopped the story around to journalists in Wellington and all the way up to Auckland.

This was all happening in late August and early September, just before voting in the local
body elections opened. It doesn’t take a rocket scientist to figure out the allegations had a
political motivation to them.

I spoke at length with journalists, answering questions, providing information — and the
journalists, in turn, spoke to Hutt City Council staff, the real estate agents we dealt with, our
neighbours, local government experts, and anyone else they needed to speak to in order to
test the veracity of the claims being made.

Every single journalist and news editor declined to print the story. There was simply nothing
in it, and no facts to back up the allegations that were being made.

The authorities also assessed what was being alleged, and declined to look at the matter any
further.



So, again — why am I telling you all of this?

It has now been about a year since that group of people started to shop the story around about
our family home.

So it was a bit surprising to learn recently that journalists had again been approached, with
the same allegations, by the same people, seeking to inflict the same damage.

Today I’ve decided I’ve had enough of this kind of politics.

While I know who is behind the complaints, there’s no benefit in naming them. I know they
have a political axe to grind, and that the allegations have time and again been debunked.

And it’s not that [ am above reproach, or questions being asked. Questions have been
asked. A lot of them. I’ve been upfront and honest about absolutely everything. It speaks
for itself that there hasn’t been anything of substance to report on.

But instead of continuing to go over these things again, by journalists who are seeing half-
baked allegations for the first time, [’'m going to explain them to you directly.

Some people say that “explaining is losing”. I personally give the public a lot more credit
than that, and think people are smart enough and experienced enough to make their own
judgments. In this circumstance, I’m confident the facts speak for themselves.

I was elected Mayor last year with a promise to always be open and transparent, and to tell
things how they are. This might mean that we may not always agree, but you can be
confident I’ve listened and been upfront with you in response.

As many will know, buying a home is generally a happy time in your life. Instead, my
family has been under constant stress from these allegations which have, and continue to
come up.

Rumors and innuendos are not what people are interested in, nor is petty and dirty
politics. The people I speak with want their elected officials to focus on the issues that

matter. Housing, infrastructure, our environment, and building back better from COVID-19.

Those issues will always be my focus, and will continue to be my focus. Part of this is
directly addressing this issue, which is a distraction from everything else.

So there it is. The story of my family home purchase in about 1000 words.

And if you have any questions at all, don’t hesitate to flick me a message, or send me an
email. I’ll do my best to respond to everyone.

Kind regards,

Campbell Barry
Mayor of Lower Hutt






L

From:

Sent: Saturday, 5 September 2020 4:01 PM
To: Campbell Barry

Subject: Re: A long, but important message

..... Well said Campbell....

On Friday, 4 September 2020, 06:39:16 pm NZST, Mayor Campbell Barry <campbell.barry@huttcity.govt.nz> wrote:

il
I am writing to you this evening to clarify the purchase of my family home in Wainuiomata.

As a Councillor and as Mayor | have always been transparent, upfront, and honest about issues — it's an approach |
consider to underpin everything | have done since | was elected to the Wainuiomata Community Board in 2010.

However, it’s still a bit unusual to be in a position to have to talk to you about the home my wife Laura and |
purchased last year in Wainuiomata.

Along with my mother and father in law, my wife and | were fortunate enough to buy a beautiful home with some land
on Upper Fitzherbert Road.

We were looking for something rural, with the ability to accommodate Laura and me, as well as her mum and
dad. Ultimately we were also looking with a view to a future family, and room to grow.

When we were looking to move at the end of 2018, we looked at houses right across the Hutt. It will not surprise you
that being Wainuiomata born and bred, | was pretty keen to keep living locally. We viewed a handful of houses in
Wainuiomata, and we put offers on two houses that were not accepted.

In December of that year, our real estate agent reached out and suggested we take a look at the home we now live
in. We didn’t fall immediately in love with it after looking at the online listing, so didn’t pursue it at the time and
continued looking at other options.

After Christmas that year, we saw that the house was still for sale. We asked the listing agent to setup a

viewing. Soon after we viewed it a second time with Laura’s mum and dad, and then after that things moved quickly
(as they do), and we put in an offer in February 2019 which was declined in favour of another purchaser. Later that
month, the first offer fell through and we were invited to make another offer, which was accepted.

When we purchased the home, | also emailed Council officers advising them of the house purchase and invited them
to raise any issues. There were no legal issues identified, and | was given general advice on how to best manage
homeownership in terms of Council’s planning processes.

So —why am | telling you all of this?

When | was standing for Mayor last year, and close to the election, a number of my political opponents were busy
making a number of allegations about the purchase of our family home.

For those who aren’t familiar with the Upper Fitzherbert area in Wainuiomata, it has long been identified as a potential
site for housing development. It is one of the few remaining areas of rural land in the Hutt, where large scale housing
development is possible.



This was flagged in the Hutt City Council’s Urban Growth Strategy in 2012-2032. People have also, for years,
advocated for a second access way in the area, in part to support the development of housing.

Regardless of these long term visions, there are no plans or budget in the pipeline to rezone the area to allow for
development of this scale. In fact, Council staff confirmed this when they released all information related to
Wainuiomata North in December last year.

Despite much of the thinking and reports being public, my opponents claim | learned about detailed plans as a
Councillor, and then sought to buy a house in an area where | would financially benefit.

Along with staff, councillors, and stakeholders at the end of 2018 | did attend a session run by consultants who
described work as “blue sky thinking”, and were in part based on potential development plans from 1976.

My political opponents said | had received detailed private briefings about potential development. According to them,
| then used that information to pursue a private sale for our home.

Those things aren’t true.

But still, my political opponents wrote a complaint to authorities, and then aggressively shopped the story around to
journalists in Wellington and all the way up to Auckland.

This was all happening in late August and early September, just before voting in the local body elections opened. It
doesn’t take a rocket scientist to figure out the allegations had a political motivation to them.

| spoke at length with journalists, answering questions, providing information — and the journalists, in turn, spoke to
Hutt City Council staff, the real estate agents we dealt with, our neighbours, local government experts, and anyone
else they needed to speak to in order to test the veracity of the claims being made.

Every single journalist and news editor declined to print the story. There was simply nothing in it, and no facts to back
up the allegations that were being made.

The authorities also assessed what was being alleged, and declined to look at the matter any further.
So, again — why am | telling you all of this?
It has now been about a year since that group of people started to shop the story around about our family home.

So it was a bit surprising to learn recently that journalists had again been approached, with the same allegations, by
the same people, seeking to inflict the same damage.

Today I've decided I've had enough of this kind of politics.

While | know who is behind the complaints, there’s no benefit in naming them. | know they have a political axe to
grind, and that the allegations have time and again been debunked.

And it's not that | am above reproach, or questions being asked. Questions have been asked. A lot of them. I've
been upfront and honest about absolutely everything. It speaks for itself that there hasn’t been anything of substance
to report on.

But instead of continuing to go over these things again, by journalists who are seeing half-baked allegations for the
first time, I’'m going to explain them to you directly.

Some people say that “explaining is losing”. | personally give the public a lot more credit than that, and think people
are smart enough and experienced enough to make their own judgments. In this circumstance, I'm confident the facts
speak for themselves.

| was elected Mayor last year with a promise to always be open and transparent, and to tell things how they are. This
might mean that we may not always agree, but you can be confident I've listened and been upfront with you in
response.



As many will know, buying a home is generally a happy time in your life. Instead, my family has been under constant
stress from these allegations which have, and continue to come up.

Rumors and innuendos are not what people are interested in, nor is petty and dirty politics. The people | speak with
want their elected officials to focus on the issues that matter. Housing, infrastructure, our environment, and building
back better from COVID-19.

Those issues will always be my focus, and will continue to be my focus. Part of this is directly addressing this issue,
which is a distraction from everything else.

So there itis. The story of my family home purchase in about 1000 words.

And if you have any questions at all, don’t hesitate to flick me a message, or send me an email. I'll do my best to
respond to everyone.

Kind regards,

Campbell Barry
Mayor of Lower Hutt




From:

Sent: Saturday, 5 September 2020 2:10 PM
To: Campbell Barry

Subject: Re: A long, but important message

Thank you Campbell, honestly there was no need for this, but respect your reasoning. All the best:)

Nia mihi

On Fri, 4 Sep 2020 at 6:39 PM, Mayor Campbell Barry <campbell.barry@huttcity.govt.nz> wrote:

i .

| am writing to you this evening to

clarify the purchase of my family home in Wainuiomata.



As a Councillor and as Mayor | have

always been transparent, upfront, and honest about issues — it's an

approach | consider to underpin everything | have done since | was

elected to the Wainuiomata Community Board in 2010.

However, it’s still a bit unusual

to be in a position to have to talk to you about the home my wife

Laura and | purchased last year in Wainuiomata.

Along with my mother and father in

law, my wife and | were fortunate enough to buy a beautiful home with

some land on Upper Fitzherbert Road.

We were looking for something

rural, with the ability to accommodate Laura and me, as well as her

mum and dad. Ultimately we were also looking with a view to a future

family, and room to grow.

When we were looking to move at the

end of 2018, we looked at houses right across the Hutt. It will not

surprise you that being Wainuiomata born and bred, | was pretty keen

to keep living locally. We viewed a handful of houses in Wainuiomata,

and we put offers on two houses that were not accepted.



In December of that year, our real

estate agent reached out and suggested we take a look at the home we

now live in. We didn’t fall immediately in love with it after looking

at the online listing, so didn’t pursue it at the time and continued

looking at other options.

After Christmas that year, we saw

that the house was still for sale. We asked the listing agent to

setup a viewing. Soon after we viewed it a second time with Laura’s

mum and dad, and then after that things moved quickly (as they do),

and we put in an offer in February 2019 which was declined in favour

of another purchaser. Later that month, the first offer fell through

and we were invited to make another offer, which was

accepted.

When we purchased the home, | also

emailed Council officers advising them of the house purchase and

invited them to raise any issues. There were no legal issues

identified, and | was given general advice on how to best manage

homeownership in terms of Council’s planning processes.



So — why am | telling you

all of this?

When | was standing for Mayor last

year, and close to the election, a number of my political opponents

were busy making a number of allegations about the purchase of our

family home.

For those who aren’t familiar with

the Upper Fitzherbert area in Wainuiomata, it has long been identified

as a potential site for housing development. It is one of the few

remaining areas of rural land in the Hutt, where large scale housing

development is possible.

This was flagged in the Hutt City

Council’s Urban Growth Strategy in 2012-2032. People have also, for

years, advocated for a second access way in the area, in part to

support the development of housing.

Regardless of these long term

visions, there are no plans or budget in the pipeline to rezone the

area to allow for development of this scale. In fact, Council staff

confirmed this when they released all information related to

4



Wainuiomata North in December last year.

Despite much of the thinking and

reports being public, my opponents claim | learned about detailed

plans as a Councillor, and then sought to buy a house in an area where

| would financially benefit.

Along with staff, councillors, and

stakeholders at the end of 2018 | did attend a session run by

consultants who described work as “blue sky thinking”, and were in

part based on potential development plans from 1976.

My political opponents said | had

received detailed private briefings about potential development.

According to them, | then used that information to pursue a private

sale for our home.

Those things aren’t

true.

But still, my political opponents

wrote a complaint to authorities, and then aggressively shopped the

story around to journalists in Wellington and all the way up to
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Auckland.

This was all happening in late

August and early September, just before voting in the local body

elections opened. It doesn’t take a rocket scientist to figure out

the allegations had a political motivation to them.

| spoke at length with journalists,

answering questions, providing information — and

the journalists, in turn, spoke to Hutt City Council staff, the real

estate agents we dealt with, our neighbours, local government experts,

and anyone else they needed to speak to in order to test the veracity

of the claims being made.

Every single journalist and news

editor declined to print the story. There was simply nothing in it,

and no facts to back up the allegations that were being

made.

The authorities also assessed what

was being alleged, and declined to look at the matter any

further.



So, again — why

am | telling you all of this?

It has now been about a year since

that group of people started to shop the story around about our family

home.

So it was a bit surprising to learn

recently that journalists had again been approached, with the same

allegations, by the same people, seeking to inflict the same

damage.

Today I've decided I've had enough

of this kind of politics.

While | know who is behind the

complaints, there’s no benefit in naming them. | know they have a

political axe to grind, and that the allegations have time and again

been debunked.

And it's not that | am above

reproach, or questions being asked. Questions have been asked. A lot



of them. I've been upfront and honest about absolutely everything.

It speaks for itself that there hasn’t been anything of substance to

report on.

But instead of continuing to go

over these things again, by journalists who are seeing half-baked

allegations for the first time, I'm going to explain them to you

directly.

Some people say that “explaining is

losing”. | personally give the public a lot more credit than that,

and think people are smart enough and experienced enough to make their

own judgments. In this circumstance, I'm confident the facts speak

for themselves.

| was elected Mayor last year with

a promise to always be open and transparent, and to tell things how

they are. This might mean that we may not always agree, but you can

be confident I've listened and been upfront with you in

response.

As many will know, buying a home is

generally a happy time in your life. Instead, my family has been
8



under constant stress from these allegations which have, and continue

to come up.

Rumors and innuendos are not what

people are interested in, nor is petty and dirty politics. The people

| speak with want their elected officials to focus on the issues that

matter. Housing, infrastructure, our environment, and building back

better from COVID-19.

Those issues will always be my

focus, and will continue to be my focus. Part of this is directly

addressing this issue, which is a distraction from everything

else.

So there itis. The story of my

family home purchase in about 1000 words.

And if you have any questions at

all, don’t hesitate to flick me a message, or send me an email. Il

do my best to respond to everyone.



Kind regards,

Campbell Barry
Mayor of Lower Hutt
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From:

Sent: Saturday, 5 September 2020 1:38 PM
To: Campbell Barry

Subject: Re: A long, but important message

Your house has nothing to do with me - none of my business - don’t want to know

Sent from my iPhone

On 4/09/2020, at 6:39 PM, Mayor Campbell Barry <campbell.barry@huttcity.govt.nz> wrote:

il
| am writing to you this evening to clarify the purchase of my family home in Wainuiomata.

As a Councillor and as Mayor | have always been transparent, upfront, and honest about issues — it's
an approach | consider to underpin everything | have done since | was elected to the Wainuiomata
Community Board in 2010.

However, it’s still a bit unusual to be in a position to have to talk to you about the home my wife Laura
and | purchased last year in Wainuiomata.

Along with my mother and father in law, my wife and | were fortunate enough to buy a beautiful home
with some land on Upper Fitzherbert Road.

We were looking for something rural, with the ability to accommodate Laura and me, as well as her
mum and dad. Ultimately we were also looking with a view to a future family, and room to grow.

When we were looking to move at the end of 2018, we looked at houses right across the Hutt. It will
not surprise you that being Wainuiomata born and bred, | was pretty keen to keep living locally. We
viewed a handful of houses in Wainuiomata, and we put offers on two houses that were not
accepted.

In December of that year, our real estate agent reached out and suggested we take a look at the
home we now live in. We didn’t fall immediately in love with it after looking at the online listing, so
didn’t pursue it at the time and continued looking at other options.

After Christmas that year, we saw that the house was still for sale. We asked the listing agent to
setup a viewing. Soon after we viewed it a second time with Laura’s mum and dad, and then after
that things moved quickly (as they do), and we put in an offer in February 2019 which was declined in
favour of another purchaser. Later that month, the first offer fell through and we were invited to make
another offer, which was accepted.

When we purchased the home, | also emailed Council officers advising them of the house purchase
and invited them to raise any issues. There were no legal issues identified, and | was given general
advice on how to best manage homeownership in terms of Council’s planning processes.

So — why am | telling you all of this?

When | was standing for Mayor last year, and close to the election, a number of my political
opponents were busy making a number of allegations about the purchase of our family home.



For those who aren’t familiar with the Upper Fitzherbert area in Wainuiomata, it has long been
identified as a potential site for housing development. It is one of the few remaining areas of rural
land in the Hutt, where large scale housing development is possible.

This was flagged in the Hutt City Council’s Urban Growth Strategy in 2012-2032. People have also,
for years, advocated for a second access way in the area, in part to support the development of
housing.

Regardless of these long term visions, there are no plans or budget in the pipeline to rezone the area
to allow for development of this scale. In fact, Council staff confirmed this when they released all
information related to Wainuiomata North in December last year.

Despite much of the thinking and reports being public, my opponents claim | learned about detailed
plans as a Councillor, and then sought to buy a house in an area where | would financially benefit.

Along with staff, councillors, and stakeholders at the end of 2018 | did attend a session run by
consultants who described work as “blue sky thinking”, and were in part based on potential
development plans from 1976.

My political opponents said | had received detailed private briefings about potential
development. According to them, | then used that information to pursue a private sale for our
home.

Those things aren’t true.

But still, my political opponents wrote a complaint to authorities, and then aggressively shopped the
story around to journalists in Wellington and all the way up to Auckland.

This was all happening in late August and early September, just before voting in the local body
elections opened. It doesn’t take a rocket scientist to figure out the allegations had a political
motivation to them.

| spoke at length with journalists, answering questions, providing information — and the journalists, in
turn, spoke to Hutt City Council staff, the real estate agents we dealt with, our neighbours, local
government experts, and anyone else they needed to speak to in order to test the veracity of the
claims being made.

Every single journalist and news editor declined to print the story. There was simply nothing in it, and
no facts to back up the allegations that were being made.

The authorities also assessed what was being alleged, and declined to look at the matter any
further.

So, again — why am | telling you all of this?

It has now been about a year since that group of people started to shop the story around about our
family home.

So it was a bit surprising to learn recently that journalists had again been approached, with the same
allegations, by the same people, seeking to inflict the same damage.

Today I've decided I've had enough of this kind of politics.

While | know who is behind the complaints, there’s no benefit in naming them. | know they have a
political axe to grind, and that the allegations have time and again been debunked.

And it's not that | am above reproach, or questions being asked. Questions have been asked. A lot
of them. I've been upfront and honest about absolutely everything. It speaks for itself that there
hasn’t been anything of substance to report on.



But instead of continuing to go over these things again, by journalists who are seeing half-baked
allegations for the first time, I'm going to explain them to you directly.

Some people say that “explaining is losing”. | personally give the public a lot more credit than that,
and think people are smart enough and experienced enough to make their own judgments. In this
circumstance, I'm confident the facts speak for themselves.

| was elected Mayor last year with a promise to always be open and transparent, and to tell things
how they are. This might mean that we may not always agree, but you can be confident I've listened
and been upfront with you in response.

As many will know, buying a home is generally a happy time in your life. Instead, my family has been
under constant stress from these allegations which have, and continue to come up.

Rumors and innuendos are not what people are interested in, nor is petty and dirty politics. The
people | speak with want their elected officials to focus on the issues that matter. Housing,
infrastructure, our environment, and building back better from COVID-19.

Those issues will always be my focus, and will continue to be my focus. Part of this is directly
addressing this issue, which is a distraction from everything else.

So there itis. The story of my family home purchase in about 1000 words.

And if you have any questions at all, don’t hesitate to flick me a message, or send me an email. Ill
do my best to respond to everyone.

Kind regards,

Campbell Barry
Mayor of Lower Hutt




From:

Sent: Saturday, 5 September 2020 1:34 PM
To: Campbell Barry

Subject: RE: A long, but important message
Hmmmm!

| didn’t know.

| don'’t care.

Just keep on being a great mayor.

Be well

From: Mayor Campbell Barry [mailto:campbell.barry@huttcity.govt.nz]
Sent: Friday, 4 September 2020 6:39 PM

To:

Subject: A'long, but important message

g |
| am writing to you this evening to clarify the purchase of my family home in Wainuiomata.

As a Councillor and as Mayor | have always been transparent, upfront, and honest about issues — it's an approach |
consider to underpin everything | have done since | was elected to the Wainuiomata Community Board in 2010.

However, it’s still a bit unusual to be in a position to have to talk to you about the home my wife Laura and |
purchased last year in Wainuiomata.

Along with my mother and father in law, my wife and | were fortunate enough to buy a beautiful home with some land
on Upper Fitzherbert Road.

We were looking for something rural, with the ability to accommodate Laura and me, as well as her mum and
dad. Ultimately we were also looking with a view to a future family, and room to grow.

When we were looking to move at the end of 2018, we looked at houses right across the Hutt. It will not surprise you
that being Wainuiomata born and bred, | was pretty keen to keep living locally. We viewed a handful of houses in
Wainuiomata, and we put offers on two houses that were not accepted.

In December of that year, our real estate agent reached out and suggested we take a look at the home we now live
in. We didn’t fall immediately in love with it after looking at the online listing, so didn’t pursue it at the time and
continued looking at other options.



After Christmas that year, we saw that the house was still for sale. We asked the listing agent to setup a

viewing. Soon after we viewed it a second time with Laura’s mum and dad, and then after that things moved quickly
(as they do), and we put in an offer in February 2019 which was declined in favour of another purchaser. Later that
month, the first offer fell through and we were invited to make another offer, which was accepted.

When we purchased the home, | also emailed Council officers advising them of the house purchase and invited them
to raise any issues. There were no legal issues identified, and | was given general advice on how to best manage
homeownership in terms of Council’s planning processes.

So — why am | telling you all of this?

When | was standing for Mayor last year, and close to the election, a number of my political opponents were busy
making a number of allegations about the purchase of our family home.

For those who aren’t familiar with the Upper Fitzherbert area in Wainuiomata, it has long been identified as a potential
site for housing development. It is one of the few remaining areas of rural land in the Hutt, where large scale housing
development is possible.

This was flagged in the Hutt City Council’s Urban Growth Strategy in 2012-2032. People have also, for years,
advocated for a second access way in the area, in part to support the development of housing.

Regardless of these long term visions, there are no plans or budget in the pipeline to rezone the area to allow for
development of this scale. In fact, Council staff confirmed this when they released all information related to
Wainuiomata North in December last year.

Despite much of the thinking and reports being public, my opponents claim | learned about detailed plans as a
Councillor, and then sought to buy a house in an area where | would financially benefit.

Along with staff, councillors, and stakeholders at the end of 2018 | did attend a session run by consultants who
described work as “blue sky thinking”, and were in part based on potential development plans from 1976.

My political opponents said | had received detailed private briefings about potential development. According to them,
| then used that information to pursue a private sale for our home.

Those things aren’t true.

But still, my political opponents wrote a complaint to authorities, and then aggressively shopped the story around to
journalists in Wellington and all the way up to Auckland.

This was all happening in late August and early September, just before voting in the local body elections opened. It
doesn’t take a rocket scientist to figure out the allegations had a political motivation to them.

| spoke at length with journalists, answering questions, providing information — and the journalists, in turn, spoke to
Hutt City Council staff, the real estate agents we dealt with, our neighbours, local government experts, and anyone
else they needed to speak to in order to test the veracity of the claims being made.

Every single journalist and news editor declined to print the story. There was simply nothing in it, and no facts to back
up the allegations that were being made.

The authorities also assessed what was being alleged, and declined to look at the matter any further.
So, again — why am [ telling you all of this?
It has now been about a year since that group of people started to shop the story around about our family home.

So it was a bit surprising to learn recently that journalists had again been approached, with the same allegations, by
the same people, seeking to inflict the same damage.

Today I've decided I've had enough of this kind of politics.

While | know who is behind the complaints, there’s no benefit in naming them. | know they have a political axe to
grind, and that the allegations have time and again been debunked.



And it's not that | am above reproach, or questions being asked. Questions have been asked. A lot of them. I've
been upfront and honest about absolutely everything. It speaks for itself that there hasn’t been anything of substance
to report on.

But instead of continuing to go over these things again, by journalists who are seeing half-baked allegations for the
first time, I’'m going to explain them to you directly.

Some people say that “explaining is losing”. | personally give the public a lot more credit than that, and think people
are smart enough and experienced enough to make their own judgments. In this circumstance, I'm confident the facts
speak for themselves.

| was elected Mayor last year with a promise to always be open and transparent, and to tell things how they are. This
might mean that we may not always agree, but you can be confident I've listened and been upfront with you in
response.

As many will know, buying a home is generally a happy time in your life. Instead, my family has been under constant
stress from these allegations which have, and continue to come up.

Rumors and innuendos are not what people are interested in, nor is petty and dirty politics. The people | speak with
want their elected officials to focus on the issues that matter. Housing, infrastructure, our environment, and building
back better from COVID-19.

Those issues will always be my focus, and will continue to be my focus. Part of this is directly addressing this issue,
which is a distraction from everything else.

So there itis. The story of my family home purchase in about 1000 words.

And if you have any questions at all, don’t hesitate to flick me a message, or send me an email. I'll do my best to
respond to everyone.

Kind regards,

Campbell Barry
Mayor of Lower Hutt




From:

Sent: Saturday, 5 September 2020 1:29 PM
To: Campbell Barry

Subject: Re: A long, but important message

Thank you Mayor Campbell Barry I appreciate your honesty, keep up the great work, you still have my
support.

On Fri, 4 Sep 2020, 6:39 PM Mayor Campbell Barry, <campbell.barry@huttcity.govt.nz> wrote:

i

| am writing to you this evening to clarify the purchase of my family home in Wainuiomata.

As a Councillor and as Mayor | have always been transparent, upfront, and honest about issues — it's an approach |
consider to underpin everything | have done since | was elected to the Wainuiomata Community Board in 2010.

However, it's still a bit unusual to be in a position to have to talk to you about the home my wife Laura and |
purchased last year in Wainuiomata.

Along with my mother and father in law, my wife and | were fortunate enough to buy a beautiful home with some land
on Upper Fitzherbert Road.

We were looking for something rural, with the ability to accommodate Laura and me, as well as her mum and
dad. Ultimately we were also looking with a view to a future family, and room to grow.

When we were looking to move at the end of 2018, we looked at houses right across the Hutt. It will not surprise you
that being Wainuiomata born and bred, | was pretty keen to keep living locally. We viewed a handful of houses in
Wainuiomata, and we put offers on two houses that were not accepted.

In December of that year, our real estate agent reached out and suggested we take a look at the home we now live
in. We didn’t fall immediately in love with it after looking at the online listing, so didn’t pursue it at the time and
continued looking at other options.

After Christmas that year, we saw that the house was still for sale. We asked the listing agent to setup a

viewing. Soon after we viewed it a second time with Laura’s mum and dad, and then after that things moved quickly
(as they do), and we put in an offer in February 2019 which was declined in favour of another purchaser. Later that
month, the first offer fell through and we were invited to make another offer, which was accepted.

When we purchased the home, | also emailed Council officers advising them of the house purchase and invited them
to raise any issues. There were no legal issues identified, and | was given general advice on how to best manage
homeownership in terms of Council’s planning processes.

So — why am | telling you all of this?

When | was standing for Mayor last year, and close to the election, a number of my political opponents were busy
making a number of allegations about the purchase of our family home.

For those who aren’t familiar with the Upper Fitzherbert area in Wainuiomata, it has long been identified as a
potential site for housing development. It is one of the few remaining areas of rural land in the Hutt, where large
scale housing development is possible.

This was flagged in the Hutt City Council’s Urban Growth Strategy in 2012-2032. People have also, for years,
advocated for a second access way in the area, in part to support the development of housing.
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Regardless of these long term visions, there are no plans or budget in the pipeline to rezone the area to allow for
development of this scale. In fact, Council staff confirmed this when they released all information related to
Wainuiomata North in December last year.

Despite much of the thinking and reports being public, my opponents claim | learned about detailed plans as a
Councillor, and then sought to buy a house in an area where | would financially benefit.

Along with staff, councillors, and stakeholders at the end of 2018 | did attend a session run by consultants who
described work as “blue sky thinking”, and were in part based on potential development plans from 1976.

My political opponents said | had received detailed private briefings about potential development. According to
them, | then used that information to pursue a private sale for our home.

Those things aren’t true.

But still, my political opponents wrote a complaint to authorities, and then aggressively shopped the story around to
journalists in Wellington and all the way up to Auckland.

This was all happening in late August and early September, just before voting in the local body elections opened. It
doesn’t take a rocket scientist to figure out the allegations had a political motivation to them.

| spoke at length with journalists, answering questions, providing information — and the journalists, in turn, spoke to
Hutt City Council staff, the real estate agents we dealt with, our neighbours, local government experts, and anyone
else they needed to speak to in order to test the veracity of the claims being made.

Every single journalist and news editor declined to print the story. There was simply nothing in it, and no facts to
back up the allegations that were being made.

The authorities also assessed what was being alleged, and declined to look at the matter any further.
So, again — why am | telling you all of this?
It has now been about a year since that group of people started to shop the story around about our family home.

So it was a bit surprising to learn recently that journalists had again been approached, with the same allegations, by
the same people, seeking to inflict the same damage.

Today I've decided I've had enough of this kind of politics.

While | know who is behind the complaints, there’s no benefit in naming them. | know they have a political axe to
grind, and that the allegations have time and again been debunked.

And it's not that | am above reproach, or questions being asked. Questions have been asked. A lot of them. I've
been upfront and honest about absolutely everything. It speaks for itself that there hasn’t been anything of
substance to report on.

But instead of continuing to go over these things again, by journalists who are seeing half-baked allegations for the
first time, I’'m going to explain them to you directly.

Some people say that “explaining is losing”. | personally give the public a lot more credit than that, and think people
are smart enough and experienced enough to make their own judgments. In this circumstance, I'm confident the
facts speak for themselves.

| was elected Mayor last year with a promise to always be open and transparent, and to tell things how they
are. This might mean that we may not always agree, but you can be confident I've listened and been upfront with
you in response.

As many will know, buying a home is generally a happy time in your life. Instead, my family has been under constant
stress from these allegations which have, and continue to come up.



Rumors and innuendos are not what people are interested in, nor is petty and dirty politics. The people | speak with
want their elected officials to focus on the issues that matter. Housing, infrastructure, our environment, and building
back better from COVID-19.

Those issues will always be my focus, and will continue to be my focus. Part of this is directly addressing this issue,
which is a distraction from everything else.

So there itis. The story of my family home purchase in about 1000 words.

And if you have any questions at all, don’t hesitate to flick me a message, or send me an email. I'll do my best to
respond to everyone.

Kind regards,

Campbell Barry
Mayor of Lower Hutt




From:

Sent: Saturday, 5 September 2020 12:55 PM
To: Campbell Barry

Subject: Re: A long, but important message
Hi Campbell,

It is indeed very annoying and sad that you and your family have to put up with these bad taste political
antics from desperate opponents.

I have found you to be a very transparent and upfront Mayor which I’m sure is highly appreciated by all the
Hutt City communities. You have done a great job to date and I look forward to seeing the Hutt reap
the rewards of your hard work in the future.

I wish you all the very best in the upcoming elections and also wish you and your family happiness always.

Best regards,

Sent from Yahoo Mail for iPhone

On Friday, September 4, 2020, 6:39 PM, Mayor Campbell Barry <campbell.barry@huttcity.govt.nz> wrote:

i
I am writing to you this evening to clarify the purchase of my family home in Wainuiomata.

As a Councillor and as Mayor I have always been transparent, upfront, and honest about
issues — it’s an approach I consider to underpin everything I have done since I was elected to
the Wainuiomata Community Board in 2010.

However, it’s still a bit unusual to be in a position to have to talk to you about the home my
wife Laura and I purchased last year in Wainuiomata.

Along with my mother and father in law, my wife and I were fortunate enough to buy a
beautiful home with some land on Upper Fitzherbert Road.

We were looking for something rural, with the ability to accommodate Laura and me, as well
as her mum and dad. Ultimately we were also looking with a view to a future family, and
room to grow.

When we were looking to move at the end of 2018, we looked at houses right across the
Hutt. It will not surprise you that being Wainuiomata born and bred, I was pretty keen to
keep living locally. We viewed a handful of houses in Wainuiomata, and we put offers on
two houses that were not accepted.

In December of that year, our real estate agent reached out and suggested we take a look at
the home we now live in. We didn’t fall immediately in love with it after looking at the
online listing, so didn’t pursue it at the time and continued looking at other options.
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After Christmas that year, we saw that the house was still for sale. We asked the listing
agent to setup a viewing. Soon after we viewed it a second time with Laura’s mum and dad,
and then after that things moved quickly (as they do), and we put in an offer in February
2019 which was declined in favour of another purchaser. Later that month, the first offer fell
through and we were invited to make another offer, which was accepted.

When we purchased the home, I also emailed Council officers advising them of the house
purchase and invited them to raise any issues. There were no legal issues identified, and I
was given general advice on how to best manage homeownership in terms of Council’s
planning processes.

So — why am I telling you all of this?

When I was standing for Mayor last year, and close to the election, a number of my political
opponents were busy making a number of allegations about the purchase of our family home.

For those who aren’t familiar with the Upper Fitzherbert area in Wainuiomata, it has long
been identified as a potential site for housing development. It is one of the few remaining
areas of rural land in the Hutt, where large scale housing development is possible.

This was flagged in the Hutt City Council’s Urban Growth Strategy in 2012-2032. People
have also, for years, advocated for a second access way in the area, in part to support the
development of housing.

Regardless of these long term visions, there are no plans or budget in the pipeline to rezone
the area to allow for development of this scale. In fact, Council staff confirmed this when
they released all information related to Wainuiomata North in December last year.

Despite much of the thinking and reports being public, my opponents claim I learned about
detailed plans as a Councillor, and then sought to buy a house in an area where I would
financially benefit.

Along with staff, councillors, and stakeholders at the end of 2018 I did attend a session run
by consultants who described work as “blue sky thinking”, and were in part based on
potential development plans from 1976.

My political opponents said I had received detailed private briefings about potential
development. According to them, I then used that information to pursue a private sale for
our home.

Those things aren’t true.

But still, my political opponents wrote a complaint to authorities, and then aggressively
shopped the story around to journalists in Wellington and all the way up to Auckland.

This was all happening in late August and early September, just before voting in the local
body elections opened. It doesn’t take a rocket scientist to figure out the allegations had a
political motivation to them.

I spoke at length with journalists, answering questions, providing information — and the
journalists, in turn, spoke to Hutt City Council staff, the real estate agents we dealt with, our
neighbours, local government experts, and anyone else they needed to speak to in order to
test the veracity of the claims being made.



Every single journalist and news editor declined to print the story. There was simply nothing
in it, and no facts to back up the allegations that were being made.

The authorities also assessed what was being alleged, and declined to look at the matter any
further.

So, again — why am I telling you all of this?

It has now been about a year since that group of people started to shop the story around about
our family home.

So it was a bit surprising to learn recently that journalists had again been approached, with
the same allegations, by the same people, seeking to inflict the same damage.

Today I’ve decided I’ve had enough of this kind of politics.

While I know who is behind the complaints, there’s no benefit in naming them. I know they
have a political axe to grind, and that the allegations have time and again been debunked.

And it’s not that [ am above reproach, or questions being asked. Questions have been
asked. A lot of them. I’ve been upfront and honest about absolutely everything. It speaks
for itself that there hasn’t been anything of substance to report on.

But instead of continuing to go over these things again, by journalists who are seeing half-
baked allegations for the first time, I’'m going to explain them to you directly.

Some people say that “explaining is losing”. I personally give the public a lot more credit
than that, and think people are smart enough and experienced enough to make their own
judgments. In this circumstance, I’'m confident the facts speak for themselves.

I was elected Mayor last year with a promise to always be open and transparent, and to tell
things how they are. This might mean that we may not always agree, but you can be
confident I’ve listened and been upfront with you in response.

As many will know, buying a home is generally a happy time in your life. Instead, my
family has been under constant stress from these allegations which have, and continue to
come up.

Rumors and innuendos are not what people are interested in, nor is petty and dirty
politics. The people I speak with want their elected officials to focus on the issues that

matter. Housing, infrastructure, our environment, and building back better from COVID-19.

Those issues will always be my focus, and will continue to be my focus. Part of this is
directly addressing this issue, which is a distraction from everything else.

So there it is. The story of my family home purchase in about 1000 words.

And if you have any questions at all, don’t hesitate to flick me a message, or send me an
email. I’ll do my best to respond to everyone.

Kind regards,



Campbell Barry
Mayor of Lower Hutt




From:

Sent: Saturday, 5 September 2020 12:50 PM
To: Campbell Barry

Subject: Re: A long, but important message
Kia ora Campbell,

So sorry you have been treated this way and thank you for explaining what has happened,in the hope that
opposition to your way of operating which is to be commended,is not to be tainted with personal attacks on
not only you but your family as well.

Ka kite ano

Sent from my iPad

On 4/09/2020, at 6:39 PM, Mayor Campbell Barry <campbell.barry@huttcity.govt.nz> wrote:

g |
| am writing to you this evening to clarify the purchase of my family home in Wainuiomata.

As a Councillor and as Mayor | have always been transparent, upfront, and honest about issues —it's
an approach | consider to underpin everything | have done since | was elected to the Wainuiomata
Community Board in 2010.

However, it’s still a bit unusual to be in a position to have to talk to you about the home my wife Laura
and | purchased last year in Wainuiomata.

Along with my mother and father in law, my wife and | were fortunate enough to buy a beautiful home
with some land on Upper Fitzherbert Road.

We were looking for something rural, with the ability to accommodate Laura and me, as well as her
mum and dad. Ultimately we were also looking with a view to a future family, and room to grow.

When we were looking to move at the end of 2018, we looked at houses right across the Hutt. It will
not surprise you that being Wainuiomata born and bred, | was pretty keen to keep living locally. We
viewed a handful of houses in Wainuiomata, and we put offers on two houses that were not
accepted.

In December of that year, our real estate agent reached out and suggested we take a look at the
home we now live in. We didn’t fall immediately in love with it after looking at the online listing, so
didn’t pursue it at the time and continued looking at other options.

After Christmas that year, we saw that the house was still for sale. We asked the listing agent to
setup a viewing. Soon after we viewed it a second time with Laura’s mum and dad, and then after
that things moved quickly (as they do), and we put in an offer in February 2019 which was declined in
favour of another purchaser. Later that month, the first offer fell through and we were invited to make
another offer, which was accepted.

When we purchased the home, | also emailed Council officers advising them of the house purchase
and invited them to raise any issues. There were no legal issues identified, and | was given general
advice on how to best manage homeownership in terms of Council’s planning processes.



So — why am | telling you all of this?

When | was standing for Mayor last year, and close to the election, a number of my political
opponents were busy making a number of allegations about the purchase of our family home.

For those who aren’t familiar with the Upper Fitzherbert area in Wainuiomata, it has long been
identified as a potential site for housing development. It is one of the few remaining areas of rural
land in the Hutt, where large scale housing development is possible.

This was flagged in the Hutt City Council’s Urban Growth Strategy in 2012-2032. People have also,
for years, advocated for a second access way in the area, in part to support the development of
housing.

Regardless of these long term visions, there are no plans or budget in the pipeline to rezone the area
to allow for development of this scale. In fact, Council staff confirmed this when they released all
information related to Wainuiomata North in December last year.

Despite much of the thinking and reports being public, my opponents claim | learned about detailed
plans as a Councillor, and then sought to buy a house in an area where | would financially benefit.

Along with staff, councillors, and stakeholders at the end of 2018 | did attend a session run by
consultants who described work as “blue sky thinking”, and were in part based on potential
development plans from 1976.

My political opponents said | had received detailed private briefings about potential
development. According to them, | then used that information to pursue a private sale for our
home.

Those things aren’t true.

But still, my political opponents wrote a complaint to authorities, and then aggressively shopped the
story around to journalists in Wellington and all the way up to Auckland.

This was all happening in late August and early September, just before voting in the local body
elections opened. It doesn’t take a rocket scientist to figure out the allegations had a political
motivation to them.

| spoke at length with journalists, answering questions, providing information — and the journalists, in
turn, spoke to Hutt City Council staff, the real estate agents we dealt with, our neighbours, local
government experts, and anyone else they needed to speak to in order to test the veracity of the
claims being made.

Every single journalist and news editor declined to print the story. There was simply nothing in it, and
no facts to back up the allegations that were being made.

The authorities also assessed what was being alleged, and declined to look at the matter any
further.

So, again — why am [ telling you all of this?

It has now been about a year since that group of people started to shop the story around about our
family home.

So it was a bit surprising to learn recently that journalists had again been approached, with the same
allegations, by the same people, seeking to inflict the same damage.

Today I've decided I've had enough of this kind of politics.

While | know who is behind the complaints, there’s no benefit in naming them. | know they have a
political axe to grind, and that the allegations have time and again been debunked.



And it's not that | am above reproach, or questions being asked. Questions have been asked. A lot
of them. I've been upfront and honest about absolutely everything. It speaks for itself that there
hasn’t been anything of substance to report on.

But instead of continuing to go over these things again, by journalists who are seeing half-baked
allegations for the first time, I'm going to explain them to you directly.

Some people say that “explaining is losing”. | personally give the public a lot more credit than that,
and think people are smart enough and experienced enough to make their own judgments. In this
circumstance, I'm confident the facts speak for themselves.

| was elected Mayor last year with a promise to always be open and transparent, and to tell things
how they are. This might mean that we may not always agree, but you can be confident I've listened
and been upfront with you in response.

As many will know, buying a home is generally a happy time in your life. Instead, my family has been
under constant stress from these allegations which have, and continue to come up.

Rumors and innuendos are not what people are interested in, nor is petty and dirty politics. The
people | speak with want their elected officials to focus on the issues that matter. Housing,
infrastructure, our environment, and building back better from COVID-19.

Those issues will always be my focus, and will continue to be my focus. Part of this is directly
addressing this issue, which is a distraction from everything else.

So there itis. The story of my family home purchase in about 1000 words.

And if you have any questions at all, don’t hesitate to flick me a message, or send me an email. Ill
do my best to respond to everyone.

Kind regards,

Campbell Barry
Mayor of Lower Hutt




From:

Sent: Saturday, 5 September 2020 12:47 PM
To: Campbell Barry

Subject: RE: A long, but important message

Hi Campbell

Don’t worry about these sort of people. | am sure you have done everything above board just like the rest of us.
Unfortunately there are people who will cause you trouble as they have nothing better to do.

From: Mayor Campbell Barry

Sent: Friday, 4 September 2020 6:39 PM
To
Subject: A long, but important message

Hi

| am writing to you this evening to clarify the purchase of my family home in Wainuiomata.

As a Councillor and as Mayor | have always been transparent, upfront, and honest about issues — it's an approach |
consider to underpin everything | have done since | was elected to the Wainuiomata Community Board in 2010.

However, it’s still a bit unusual to be in a position to have to talk to you about the home my wife Laura and |
purchased last year in Wainuiomata.

Along with my mother and father in law, my wife and | were fortunate enough to buy a beautiful home with some land
on Upper Fitzherbert Road.

We were looking for something rural, with the ability to accommodate Laura and me, as well as her mum and
dad. Ultimately we were also looking with a view to a future family, and room to grow.

When we were looking to move at the end of 2018, we looked at houses right across the Hutt. It will not surprise you
that being Wainuiomata born and bred, | was pretty keen to keep living locally. We viewed a handful of houses in
Wainuiomata, and we put offers on two houses that were not accepted.

In December of that year, our real estate agent reached out and suggested we take a look at the home we now live
in. We didn’t fall immediately in love with it after looking at the online listing, so didn’t pursue it at the time and
continued looking at other options.

After Christmas that year, we saw that the house was still for sale. We asked the listing agent to setup a
viewing. Soon after we viewed it a second time with Laura’s mum and dad, and then after that things moved quickly
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(as they do), and we put in an offer in February 2019 which was declined in favour of another purchaser. Later that
month, the first offer fell through and we were invited to make another offer, which was accepted.

When we purchased the home, | also emailed Council officers advising them of the house purchase and invited them
to raise any issues. There were no legal issues identified, and | was given general advice on how to best manage
homeownership in terms of Council’s planning processes.

So — why am | telling you all of this?

When | was standing for Mayor last year, and close to the election, a number of my political opponents were busy
making a number of allegations about the purchase of our family home.

For those who aren’t familiar with the Upper Fitzherbert area in Wainuiomata, it has long been identified as a potential
site for housing development. It is one of the few remaining areas of rural land in the Hutt, where large scale housing
development is possible.

This was flagged in the Hutt City Council’s Urban Growth Strategy in 2012-2032. People have also, for years,
advocated for a second access way in the area, in part to support the development of housing.

Regardless of these long term visions, there are no plans or budget in the pipeline to rezone the area to allow for
development of this scale. In fact, Council staff confirmed this when they released all information related to
Wainuiomata North in December last year.

Despite much of the thinking and reports being public, my opponents claim | learned about detailed plans as a
Councillor, and then sought to buy a house in an area where | would financially benefit.

Along with staff, councillors, and stakeholders at the end of 2018 | did attend a session run by consultants who
described work as “blue sky thinking”, and were in part based on potential development plans from 1976.

My political opponents said | had received detailed private briefings about potential development. According to them,
| then used that information to pursue a private sale for our home.

Those things aren’t true.

But still, my political opponents wrote a complaint to authorities, and then aggressively shopped the story around to
journalists in Wellington and all the way up to Auckland.

This was all happening in late August and early September, just before voting in the local body elections opened. It
doesn’t take a rocket scientist to figure out the allegations had a political motivation to them.

| spoke at length with journalists, answering questions, providing information — and the journalists, in turn, spoke to
Hutt City Council staff, the real estate agents we dealt with, our neighbours, local government experts, and anyone
else they needed to speak to in order to test the veracity of the claims being made.

Every single journalist and news editor declined to print the story. There was simply nothing in it, and no facts to back
up the allegations that were being made.

The authorities also assessed what was being alleged, and declined to look at the matter any further.
So, again — why am | telling you all of this?
It has now been about a year since that group of people started to shop the story around about our family home.

So it was a bit surprising to learn recently that journalists had again been approached, with the same allegations, by
the same people, seeking to inflict the same damage.

Today I've decided I've had enough of this kind of politics.

While | know who is behind the complaints, there’s no benefit in naming them. | know they have a political axe to
grind, and that the allegations have time and again been debunked.



And it's not that | am above reproach, or questions being asked. Questions have been asked. A lot of them. I've
been upfront and honest about absolutely everything. It speaks for itself that there hasn’t been anything of substance
to report on.

But instead of continuing to go over these things again, by journalists who are seeing half-baked allegations for the
first time, I’'m going to explain them to you directly.

Some people say that “explaining is losing”. | personally give the public a lot more credit than that, and think people
are smart enough and experienced enough to make their own judgments. In this circumstance, I'm confident the facts
speak for themselves.

| was elected Mayor last year with a promise to always be open and transparent, and to tell things how they are. This
might mean that we may not always agree, but you can be confident I've listened and been upfront with you in
response.

As many will know, buying a home is generally a happy time in your life. Instead, my family has been under constant
stress from these allegations which have, and continue to come up.

Rumors and innuendos are not what people are interested in, nor is petty and dirty politics. The people | speak with
want their elected officials to focus on the issues that matter. Housing, infrastructure, our environment, and building
back better from COVID-19.

Those issues will always be my focus, and will continue to be my focus. Part of this is directly addressing this issue,
which is a distraction from everything else.

So there itis. The story of my family home purchase in about 1000 words.

And if you have any questions at all, don’t hesitate to flick me a message, or send me an email. I'll do my best to
respond to everyone.

Kind regards,

Campbell Barry
Mayor of Lower Hutt




From:

Sent: Saturday, 5 September 2020 12:03 PM
To: Campbell Barry

Subject: Re: A long, but important message

Don't worry mate true supporters got your back, don't need to be a rocky scientist to know who's behind it.
On Fri, 4 Sep 2020, 6:39 PM Mayor Campbell Barry, <campbell.barry@huttcity.govt.nz> wrote:

Hi-,

| am writing to you this evening to clarify the purchase of my family home in Wainuiomata.

As a Councillor and as Mayor | have always been transparent, upfront, and honest about issues — it's an approach |
consider to underpin everything | have done since | was elected to the Wainuiomata Community Board in 2010.

However, it's still a bit unusual to be in a position to have to talk to you about the home my wife Laura and |
purchased last year in Wainuiomata.

Along with my mother and father in law, my wife and | were fortunate enough to buy a beautiful home with some land
on Upper Fitzherbert Road.

We were looking for something rural, with the ability to accommodate Laura and me, as well as her mum and
dad. Ultimately we were also looking with a view to a future family, and room to grow.

When we were looking to move at the end of 2018, we looked at houses right across the Hutt. It will not surprise you
that being Wainuiomata born and bred, | was pretty keen to keep living locally. We viewed a handful of houses in
Wainuiomata, and we put offers on two houses that were not accepted.

In December of that year, our real estate agent reached out and suggested we take a look at the home we now live
in. We didn’t fall immediately in love with it after looking at the online listing, so didn’t pursue it at the time and
continued looking at other options.

After Christmas that year, we saw that the house was still for sale. We asked the listing agent to setup a

viewing. Soon after we viewed it a second time with Laura’s mum and dad, and then after that things moved quickly
(as they do), and we put in an offer in February 2019 which was declined in favour of another purchaser. Later that
month, the first offer fell through and we were invited to make another offer, which was accepted.

When we purchased the home, | also emailed Council officers advising them of the house purchase and invited them
to raise any issues. There were no legal issues identified, and | was given general advice on how to best manage
homeownership in terms of Council’s planning processes.

So — why am | telling you all of this?

When | was standing for Mayor last year, and close to the election, a number of my political opponents were busy
making a number of allegations about the purchase of our family home.

For those who aren’t familiar with the Upper Fitzherbert area in Wainuiomata, it has long been identified as a
potential site for housing development. It is one of the few remaining areas of rural land in the Hutt, where large
scale housing development is possible.

This was flagged in the Hutt City Council’s Urban Growth Strategy in 2012-2032. People have also, for years,
advocated for a second access way in the area, in part to support the development of housing.



Regardless of these long term visions, there are no plans or budget in the pipeline to rezone the area to allow for
development of this scale. In fact, Council staff confirmed this when they released all information related to
Wainuiomata North in December last year.

Despite much of the thinking and reports being public, my opponents claim | learned about detailed plans as a
Councillor, and then sought to buy a house in an area where | would financially benefit.

Along with staff, councillors, and stakeholders at the end of 2018 | did attend a session run by consultants who
described work as “blue sky thinking”, and were in part based on potential development plans from 1976.

My political opponents said | had received detailed private briefings about potential development. According to
them, | then used that information to pursue a private sale for our home.

Those things aren’t true.

But still, my political opponents wrote a complaint to authorities, and then aggressively shopped the story around to
journalists in Wellington and all the way up to Auckland.

This was all happening in late August and early September, just before voting in the local body elections opened. It
doesn’t take a rocket scientist to figure out the allegations had a political motivation to them.

| spoke at length with journalists, answering questions, providing information — and the journalists, in turn, spoke to
Hutt City Council staff, the real estate agents we dealt with, our neighbours, local government experts, and anyone
else they needed to speak to in order to test the veracity of the claims being made.

Every single journalist and news editor declined to print the story. There was simply nothing in it, and no facts to
back up the allegations that were being made.

The authorities also assessed what was being alleged, and declined to look at the matter any further.
So, again — why am | telling you all of this?
It has now been about a year since that group of people started to shop the story around about our family home.

So it was a bit surprising to learn recently that journalists had again been approached, with the same allegations, by
the same people, seeking to inflict the same damage.

Today I've decided I've had enough of this kind of politics.

While | know who is behind the complaints, there’s no benefit in naming them. | know they have a political axe to
grind, and that the allegations have time and again been debunked.

And it's not that | am above reproach, or questions being asked. Questions have been asked. A lot of them. I've
been upfront and honest about absolutely everything. It speaks for itself that there hasn’t been anything of
substance to report on.

But instead of continuing to go over these things again, by journalists who are seeing half-baked allegations for the
first time, I’'m going to explain them to you directly.

Some people say that “explaining is losing”. | personally give the public a lot more credit than that, and think people
are smart enough and experienced enough to make their own judgments. In this circumstance, I'm confident the
facts speak for themselves.

| was elected Mayor last year with a promise to always be open and transparent, and to tell things how they
are. This might mean that we may not always agree, but you can be confident I've listened and been upfront with
you in response.

As many will know, buying a home is generally a happy time in your life. Instead, my family has been under constant
stress from these allegations which have, and continue to come up.



Rumors and innuendos are not what people are interested in, nor is petty and dirty politics. The people | speak with
want their elected officials to focus on the issues that matter. Housing, infrastructure, our environment, and building
back better from COVID-19.

Those issues will always be my focus, and will continue to be my focus. Part of this is directly addressing this issue,
which is a distraction from everything else.

So there itis. The story of my family home purchase in about 1000 words.

And if you have any questions at all, don’t hesitate to flick me a message, or send me an email. I'll do my best to
respond to everyone.

Kind regards,

Campbell Barry
Mayor of Lower Hutt
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From:

Sent: Saturday, 5 September 2020 11:49 AM
To: Campbell Barry

Subject: Re: A long, but important message
Kia ora Campbell,

I have just heard about these allegations this morning from my paﬂner_, before reading your
email. We are quite frankly sick of these silly politics.

I appreciate the time you took to email and give clarity to the allegations.

Just remember what Michelle Obama said in her speech to the 2016 Democratic convention- "When they go
low, we go high".

Keep that in your mind.

You are an amazing mayor doing a job with integrity in every possible way.
Naenae people are so pleased to have your tautoko/ support.

Keep doing what you do so well.

We appreciate you.
Ngaa mihi mahana

On Fr1, 4 Sep 2020 at 18:39, Mayor Campbell Barry <campbell. barry(@huttcity.govt.nz> wrote:

g ]

I am writing to you this evening to clarify the purchase of my family home in Wainuiomata.

As a Councillor and as Mayor | have always been transparent, upfront, and honest about issues — it's an approach |
consider to underpin everything | have done since | was elected to the Wainuiomata Community Board in 2010.

However, it's still a bit unusual to be in a position to have to talk to you about the home my wife Laura and |
purchased last year in Wainuiomata.

Along with my mother and father in law, my wife and | were fortunate enough to buy a beautiful home with some land
on Upper Fitzherbert Road.

We were looking for something rural, with the ability to accommodate Laura and me, as well as her mum and
dad. Ultimately we were also looking with a view to a future family, and room to grow.

When we were looking to move at the end of 2018, we looked at houses right across the Hutt. It will not surprise you
that being Wainuiomata born and bred, | was pretty keen to keep living locally. We viewed a handful of houses in
Wainuiomata, and we put offers on two houses that were not accepted.

In December of that year, our real estate agent reached out and suggested we take a look at the home we now live
in. We didn’t fall immediately in love with it after looking at the online listing, so didn’t pursue it at the time and
continued looking at other options.

After Christmas that year, we saw that the house was still for sale. We asked the listing agent to setup a

viewing. Soon after we viewed it a second time with Laura’s mum and dad, and then after that things moved quickly
(as they do), and we put in an offer in February 2019 which was declined in favour of another purchaser. Later that
month, the first offer fell through and we were invited to make another offer, which was accepted.



When we purchased the home, | also emailed Council officers advising them of the house purchase and invited them
to raise any issues. There were no legal issues identified, and | was given general advice on how to best manage
homeownership in terms of Council’s planning processes.

So — why am | telling you all of this?

When | was standing for Mayor last year, and close to the election, a number of my political opponents were busy
making a number of allegations about the purchase of our family home.

For those who aren’t familiar with the Upper Fitzherbert area in Wainuiomata, it has long been identified as a
potential site for housing development. It is one of the few remaining areas of rural land in the Hutt, where large
scale housing development is possible.

This was flagged in the Hutt City Council’s Urban Growth Strategy in 2012-2032. People have also, for years,
advocated for a second access way in the area, in part to support the development of housing.

Regardless of these long term visions, there are no plans or budget in the pipeline to rezone the area to allow for
development of this scale. In fact, Council staff confirmed this when they released all information related to
Wainuiomata North in December last year.

Despite much of the thinking and reports being public, my opponents claim | learned about detailed plans as a
Councillor, and then sought to buy a house in an area where | would financially benefit.

Along with staff, councillors, and stakeholders at the end of 2018 | did attend a session run by consultants who
described work as “blue sky thinking”, and were in part based on potential development plans from 1976.

My political opponents said | had received detailed private briefings about potential development. According to
them, | then used that information to pursue a private sale for our home.

Those things aren’t true.

But still, my political opponents wrote a complaint to authorities, and then aggressively shopped the story around to
journalists in Wellington and all the way up to Auckland.

This was all happening in late August and early September, just before voting in the local body elections opened. It
doesn’t take a rocket scientist to figure out the allegations had a political motivation to them.

| spoke at length with journalists, answering questions, providing information — and the journalists, in turn, spoke to
Hutt City Council staff, the real estate agents we dealt with, our neighbours, local government experts, and anyone
else they needed to speak to in order to test the veracity of the claims being made.

Every single journalist and news editor declined to print the story. There was simply nothing in it, and no facts to
back up the allegations that were being made.

The authorities also assessed what was being alleged, and declined to look at the matter any further.
So, again — why am | telling you all of this?
It has now been about a year since that group of people started to shop the story around about our family home.

So it was a bit surprising to learn recently that journalists had again been approached, with the same allegations, by
the same people, seeking to inflict the same damage.

Today I've decided I've had enough of this kind of politics.

While | know who is behind the complaints, there’s no benefit in naming them. | know they have a political axe to
grind, and that the allegations have time and again been debunked.

And it's not that | am above reproach, or questions being asked. Questions have been asked. A lot of them. I've
been upfront and honest about absolutely everything. It speaks for itself that there hasn’t been anything of
substance to report on.



But instead of continuing to go over these things again, by journalists who are seeing half-baked allegations for the
first time, I’'m going to explain them to you directly.

Some people say that “explaining is losing”. | personally give the public a lot more credit than that, and think people
are smart enough and experienced enough to make their own judgments. In this circumstance, I’'m confident the
facts speak for themselves.

| was elected Mayor last year with a promise to always be open and transparent, and to tell things how they
are. This might mean that we may not always agree, but you can be confident I've listened and been upfront with
you in response.

As many will know, buying a home is generally a happy time in your life. Instead, my family has been under constant
stress from these allegations which have, and continue to come up.

Rumors and innuendos are not what people are interested in, nor is petty and dirty politics. The people | speak with
want their elected officials to focus on the issues that matter. Housing, infrastructure, our environment, and building
back better from COVID-19.

Those issues will always be my focus, and will continue to be my focus. Part of this is directly addressing this issue,
which is a distraction from everything else.

So there itis. The story of my family home purchase in about 1000 words.

And if you have any questions at all, don’t hesitate to flick me a message, or send me an email. I'll do my best to
respond to everyone.

Kind regards,

Campbell Barry
Mayor of Lower Hutt




From:

Sent: Saturday, 5 September 2020 11:31 AM
To: Campbell Barry

Subject: Re: A long, but important message
Hi Campbell

I looked up in that area as well and could have bought a house there. Im not Wainuiomata born and thought
I'd never want to live here but i love it here. Awesome community and ive got a lovely solid home on
Parenga Street.

The point is I could have bought there so had the same option as you did. All 1 know is your doing a
good job so wouldn't worry as I can see improvements all over the place. Im pretty optimistic about our
future and that of Aoteroa as a whole.

Kind reiards

On 4/09/2020 6:39 PM, Mayor Campbell Barry <campbell.barry@huttcity.govt.nz> wrote:

i
| am writing to you this evening to clarify the purchase of my family home in Wainuiomata.

As a Councillor and as Mayor | have always been transparent, upfront, and honest about issues — it's an approach |
consider to underpin everything | have done since | was elected to the Wainuiomata Community Board in 2010.

However, it’s still a bit unusual to be in a position to have to talk to you about the home my wife Laura and |
purchased last year in Wainuiomata.

Along with my mother and father in law, my wife and | were fortunate enough to buy a beautiful home with some land
on Upper Fitzherbert Road.

We were looking for something rural, with the ability to accommodate Laura and me, as well as her mum and
dad. Ultimately we were also looking with a view to a future family, and room to grow.

When we were looking to move at the end of 2018, we looked at houses right across the Hutt. It will not surprise you
that being Wainuiomata born and bred, | was pretty keen to keep living locally. We viewed a handful of houses in
Wainuiomata, and we put offers on two houses that were not accepted.

In December of that year, our real estate agent reached out and suggested we take a look at the home we now live
in. We didn’t fall immediately in love with it after looking at the online listing, so didn’t pursue it at the time and
continued looking at other options.

After Christmas that year, we saw that the house was still for sale. We asked the listing agent to setup a

viewing. Soon after we viewed it a second time with Laura’s mum and dad, and then after that things moved quickly
(as they do), and we put in an offer in February 2019 which was declined in favour of another purchaser. Later that
month, the first offer fell through and we were invited to make another offer, which was accepted.

When we purchased the home, | also emailed Council officers advising them of the house purchase and invited them
to raise any issues. There were no legal issues identified, and | was given general advice on how to best manage
homeownership in terms of Council’s planning processes.

So — why am | telling you all of this?



When | was standing for Mayor last year, and close to the election, a number of my political opponents were busy
making a number of allegations about the purchase of our family home.

For those who aren’t familiar with the Upper Fitzherbert area in Wainuiomata, it has long been identified as a potential
site for housing development. It is one of the few remaining areas of rural land in the Hutt, where large scale housing
development is possible.

This was flagged in the Hutt City Council’s Urban Growth Strategy in 2012-2032. People have also, for years,
advocated for a second access way in the area, in part to support the development of housing.

Regardless of these long term visions, there are no plans or budget in the pipeline to rezone the area to allow for
development of this scale. In fact, Council staff confirmed this when they released all information related to
Wainuiomata North in December last year.

Despite much of the thinking and reports being public, my opponents claim | learned about detailed plans as a
Councillor, and then sought to buy a house in an area where | would financially benefit.

Along with staff, councillors, and stakeholders at the end of 2018 | did attend a session run by consultants who
described work as “blue sky thinking”, and were in part based on potential development plans from 1976.

My political opponents said | had received detailed private briefings about potential development. According to them,
| then used that information to pursue a private sale for our home.

Those things aren’t true.

But still, my political opponents wrote a complaint to authorities, and then aggressively shopped the story around to
journalists in Wellington and all the way up to Auckland.

This was all happening in late August and early September, just before voting in the local body elections opened. It
doesn’t take a rocket scientist to figure out the allegations had a political motivation to them.

| spoke at length with journalists, answering questions, providing information — and the journalists, in turn, spoke to
Hutt City Council staff, the real estate agents we dealt with, our neighbours, local government experts, and anyone
else they needed to speak to in order to test the veracity of the claims being made.

Every single journalist and news editor declined to print the story. There was simply nothing in it, and no facts to back
up the allegations that were being made.

The authorities also assessed what was being alleged, and declined to look at the matter any further.
So, again — why am | telling you all of this?
It has now been about a year since that group of people started to shop the story around about our family home.

So it was a bit surprising to learn recently that journalists had again been approached, with the same allegations, by
the same people, seeking to inflict the same damage.

Today I've decided I've had enough of this kind of politics.

While | know who is behind the complaints, there’s no benefit in naming them. | know they have a political axe to
grind, and that the allegations have time and again been debunked.

And it's not that | am above reproach, or questions being asked. Questions have been asked. A lot of them. I've
been upfront and honest about absolutely everything. It speaks for itself that there hasn’t been anything of substance
to report on.

But instead of continuing to go over these things again, by journalists who are seeing half-baked allegations for the
first time, I’'m going to explain them to you directly.



Some people say that “explaining is losing”. | personally give the public a lot more credit than that, and think people
are smart enough and experienced enough to make their own judgments. In this circumstance, I'm confident the facts
speak for themselves.

| was elected Mayor last year with a promise to always be open and transparent, and to tell things how they are. This
might mean that we may not always agree, but you can be confident I've listened and been upfront with you in
response.

As many will know, buying a home is generally a happy time in your life. Instead, my family has been under constant
stress from these allegations which have, and continue to come up.

Rumors and innuendos are not what people are interested in, nor is petty and dirty politics. The people | speak with
want their elected officials to focus on the issues that matter. Housing, infrastructure, our environment, and building
back better from COVID-19.

Those issues will always be my focus, and will continue to be my focus. Part of this is directly addressing this issue,
which is a distraction from everything else.

So there itis. The story of my family home purchase in about 1000 words.

And if you have any questions at all, don’t hesitate to flick me a message, or send me an email. I'll do my best to
respond to everyone.

Kind regards,

Campbell Barry
Mayor of Lower Hutt




From:

Sent: Saturday, 5 September 2020 11:30 AM
To: Campbell Barry

Subject: Re: A long, but important message
Hey Campbell,

I'm sorry this has been going on for you. Thanks for the email.

Also, though unrelated, I just wanted to give you a heads-up that I have this morning lodged a LGOIMA
request to be told a.) how much funding is available for activation in Naenae, and b.) how that funding can
be accessed by the public and is being allocated by the council.

Evidently you have been signing off on large amounts for activation in my suburb, which is great. But
regrettably, the officers responsible for spending this money seem not to have done so, and will not be
forthcoming to anyone who asks about how much is available (I understand up to $100k rolled over from
last year alone, or was perhaps reabsorbed, or spent on consulants maybe? - I don't know).

Concerningly, it also appears there is no process in place for deciding who gets the money, other than
individual officers deciding and/or (maybe, one day, perhaps) hand-picking a panel to decide. Nor any clear
or well-advertised process for people to apply for it. Without proper process, this money will either not be
spent at all, or not be spent properly, when as you know it is desperately needed in Naenae, and rightfully
belongs here.

Obviously the LGOIMA process is at arm's length from you, as it should be, but I imagine there are things
you can do in your role as mayor to establish proper process around the activation monies for Naenae, and
ensure that these monies are indeed injected into the community. I am just doing what I can as a resident.
Kind regards,

On Fri, 4 Sep 2020 at 18:39, Mayor Campbell Barry <campbell.barry@huttcity.govt.nz> wrote:

i

| am writing to you this evening to clarify the purchase of my family home in Wainuiomata.

As a Councillor and as Mayor | have always been transparent, upfront, and honest about issues — it's an approach |
consider to underpin everything | have done since | was elected to the Wainuiomata Community Board in 2010.

However, it’s still a bit unusual to be in a position to have to talk to you about the home my wife Laura and |
purchased last year in Wainuiomata.

Along with my mother and father in law, my wife and | were fortunate enough to buy a beautiful home with some land
on Upper Fitzherbert Road.

We were looking for something rural, with the ability to accommodate Laura and me, as well as her mum and
dad. Ultimately we were also looking with a view to a future family, and room to grow.

When we were looking to move at the end of 2018, we looked at houses right across the Hutt. It will not surprise you
that being Wainuiomata born and bred, | was pretty keen to keep living locally. We viewed a handful of houses in
Wainuiomata, and we put offers on two houses that were not accepted.

In December of that year, our real estate agent reached out and suggested we take a look at the home we now live
in. We didn’t fall immediately in love with it after looking at the online listing, so didn’t pursue it at the time and
continued looking at other options.

After Christmas that year, we saw that the house was still for sale. We asked the listing agent to setup a
viewing. Soon after we viewed it a second time with Laura’s mum and dad, and then after that things moved quickly

1



(as they do), and we put in an offer in February 2019 which was declined in favour of another purchaser. Later that
month, the first offer fell through and we were invited to make another offer, which was accepted.

When we purchased the home, | also emailed Council officers advising them of the house purchase and invited them
to raise any issues. There were no legal issues identified, and | was given general advice on how to best manage
homeownership in terms of Council’s planning processes.

So — why am | telling you all of this?

When | was standing for Mayor last year, and close to the election, a number of my political opponents were busy
making a number of allegations about the purchase of our family home.

For those who aren’t familiar with the Upper Fitzherbert area in Wainuiomata, it has long been identified as a
potential site for housing development. It is one of the few remaining areas of rural land in the Hutt, where large
scale housing development is possible.

This was flagged in the Hutt City Council’s Urban Growth Strategy in 2012-2032. People have also, for years,
advocated for a second access way in the area, in part to support the development of housing.

Regardless of these long term visions, there are no plans or budget in the pipeline to rezone the area to allow for
development of this scale. In fact, Council staff confirmed this when they released all information related to
Wainuiomata North in December last year.

Despite much of the thinking and reports being public, my opponents claim | learned about detailed plans as a
Councillor, and then sought to buy a house in an area where | would financially benefit.

Along with staff, councillors, and stakeholders at the end of 2018 | did attend a session run by consultants who
described work as “blue sky thinking”, and were in part based on potential development plans from 1976.

My political opponents said | had received detailed private briefings about potential development. According to
them, | then used that information to pursue a private sale for our home.

Those things aren’t true.

But still, my political opponents wrote a complaint to authorities, and then aggressively shopped the story around to
journalists in Wellington and all the way up to Auckland.

This was all happening in late August and early September, just before voting in the local body elections opened. It
doesn’t take a rocket scientist to figure out the allegations had a political motivation to them.

| spoke at length with journalists, answering questions, providing information — and the journalists, in turn, spoke to
Hutt City Council staff, the real estate agents we dealt with, our neighbours, local government experts, and anyone
else they needed to speak to in order to test the veracity of the claims being made.

Every single journalist and news editor declined to print the story. There was simply nothing in it, and no facts to
back up the allegations that were being made.

The authorities also assessed what was being alleged, and declined to look at the matter any further.
So, again — why am | telling you all of this?
It has now been about a year since that group of people started to shop the story around about our family home.

So it was a bit surprising to learn recently that journalists had again been approached, with the same allegations, by
the same people, seeking to inflict the same damage.

Today I've decided I've had enough of this kind of politics.

While | know who is behind the complaints, there’s no benefit in naming them. | know they have a political axe to
grind, and that the allegations have time and again been debunked.



And it's not that | am above reproach, or questions being asked. Questions have been asked. A lot of them. I've
been upfront and honest about absolutely everything. It speaks for itself that there hasn’t been anything of
substance to report on.

But instead of continuing to go over these things again, by journalists who are seeing half-baked allegations for the
first time, I’'m going to explain them to you directly.

Some people say that “explaining is losing”. | personally give the public a lot more credit than that, and think people
are smart enough and experienced enough to make their own judgments. In this circumstance, I'm confident the
facts speak for themselves.

| was elected Mayor last year with a promise to always be open and transparent, and to tell things how they
are. This might mean that we may not always agree, but you can be confident I've listened and been upfront with
you in response.

As many will know, buying a home is generally a happy time in your life. Instead, my family has been under constant
stress from these allegations which have, and continue to come up.

Rumors and innuendos are not what people are interested in, nor is petty and dirty politics. The people | speak with
want their elected officials to focus on the issues that matter. Housing, infrastructure, our environment, and building
back better from COVID-19.

Those issues will always be my focus, and will continue to be my focus. Part of this is directly addressing this issue,
which is a distraction from everything else.

So there itis. The story of my family home purchase in about 1000 words.

And if you have any questions at all, don’t hesitate to flick me a message, or send me an email. I'll do my best to
respond to everyone.

Kind regards,

Campbell Barry
Mayor of Lower Hutt




From:

Sent: Saturday, 5 September 2020 11:25 AM
To: Campbell Barry

Subject: Re: A long, but important message

Kia ora mr campbell,

Thank you for the constant updates as a naenae resident [ appreciate it, I just want to say that you have done
well for the Hutt city, you also owe us no explanation but good on you for doing it anyway, you got my vote
when you were elected and it will continue while you are in office, one thing I know about you is that you
are honest and you are here for the people, we need people like you in our government if our kids have
someone like you fighting for them my heart can settle, sorry to hear about this situation with your whanau
home not really something anybody wants over them when finding your place, but kia kaha, keep shining
your light keep it bright for us to follow, just needed to send some aroha....

Mauriora

On Friday, 4 September 2020, 06:39:12 pm NZST, Mayor Campbell Barry <campbell.barry@huttcity.govt.nz> wrote:

Hi
| am writing to you this evening toclarify the purchase of my family home in Wainuiomata.

As a Councillor and as Mayor | havealways been transparent, upfront, and honest about issues — it's anapproach |
consider to underpin everything | have done since | waselected to the Wainuiomata Community Board in 2010.

However, it’s still a bit unusualto be in a position to have to talk to you about the home my wifeLaura and | purchased
last year in Wainuiomata.

Along with my mother and father inlaw, my wife and | were fortunate enough to buy a beautiful home withsome land
on Upper Fitzherbert Road.

We were looking for somethingrural, with the ability to accommodate Laura and me, as well as hermum and
dad. Ultimately we were also looking with a view to a futurefamily, and room to grow.

When we were looking to move at theend of 2018, we looked at houses right across the Hutt. It will notsurprise you
that being Wainuiomata born and bred, | was pretty keento keep living locally. We viewed a handful of houses in
Wainuiomata,and we put offers on two houses that were not accepted.

In December of that year, our realestate agent reached out and suggested we take a look at the home wenow live
in. We didn’t fall immediately in love with it after lookingat the online listing, so didn’t pursue it at the time and
continuedlooking at other options.

After Christmas that year, we sawthat the house was still for sale. We asked the listing agent tosetup a

viewing. Soon after we viewed it a second time with Laura’smum and dad, and then after that things moved quickly
(as they do),and we put in an offer in February 2019 which was declined in favourof another purchaser. Later that
month, the first offer fell throughand we were invited to make another offer, which wasaccepted.

When we purchased the home, | alsoemailed Council officers advising them of the house purchase andinvited them
to raise any issues. There were no legal issuesidentified, and | was given general advice on how to best
managehomeownership in terms of Council’s planning processes.
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So — why am | telling youall of this?

When | was standing for Mayor lastyear, and close to the election, a number of my political opponentswere busy
making a number of allegations about the purchase of ourfamily home.

For those who aren’t familiar withthe Upper Fitzherbert area in Wainuiomata, it has long been identifiedas a potential
site for housing development. It is one of the fewremaining areas of rural land in the Hutt, where large scale
housingdevelopment is possible.

This was flagged in the Hutt CityCouncil’s Urban Growth Strategy in 2012-2032. People have also, foryears,
advocated for a second access way in the area, in part tosupport the development of housing.

Regardless of these long termvisions, there are no plans or budget in the pipeline to rezone thearea to allow for
development of this scale. In fact, Council staffconfirmed this when they released all information related
toWainuiomata North in December last year.

Despite much of the thinking andreports being public, my opponents claim | learned about detailedplans as a
Councillor, and then sought to buy a house in an area wherel would financially benefit.

Along with staff, councillors, andstakeholders at the end of 2018 | did attend a session run byconsultants who
described work as “blue sky thinking”, and were inpart based on potential development plans from 1976.

My political opponents said | hadreceived detailed private briefings about potential development. According to them,
| then used that information to pursue a privatesale for our home.

Those things aren’ttrue.

But still, my political opponentswrote a complaint to authorities, and then aggressively shopped thestory around to
journalists in Wellington and all the way up toAuckland.

This was all happening in lateAugust and early September, just before voting in the local bodyelections opened. It
doesn’t take a rocket scientist to figure outthe allegations had a political motivation to them.

| spoke at length with journalists,answering questions, providing information — andthe journalists, in turn, spoke to
Hutt City Council staff, the realestate agents we dealt with, our neighbours, local government experts,and anyone
else they needed to speak to in order to test the veracityof the claims being made.

Every single journalist and newseditor declined to print the story. There was simply nothing in it,and no facts to back
up the allegations that were beingmade.

The authorities also assessed whatwas being alleged, and declined to look at the matter anyfurther.
So, again — whyam | telling you all of this?
It has now been about a year sincethat group of people started to shop the story around about our familyhome.

So it was a bit surprising to learnrecently that journalists had again been approached, with the sameallegations, by
the same people, seeking to inflict the samedamage.

Today I've decided I've had enoughof this kind of politics.

While | know who is behind thecomplaints, there’s no benefit in naming them. | know they have apolitical axe to
grind, and that the allegations have time and againbeen debunked.

And it's not that | am abovereproach, or questions being asked. Questions have been asked. A lotof them. I've
been upfront and honest about absolutely everything. It speaks for itself that there hasn’t been anything of substance
toreport on.

But instead of continuing to goover these things again, by journalists who are seeing half-bakedallegations for the
first time, I’'m going to explain them to youdirectly.



Some people say that “explaining islosing”. | personally give the public a lot more credit than that,and think people
are smart enough and experienced enough to make theirown judgments. In this circumstance, I'm confident the
facts speakfor themselves.

| was elected Mayor last year witha promise to always be open and transparent, and to tell things howthey are. This
might mean that we may not always agree, but you canbe confident I've listened and been upfront with you
inresponse.

As many will know, buying a home isgenerally a happy time in your life. Instead, my family has beenunder constant
stress from these allegations which have, and continueto come up.

Rumors and innuendos are not whatpeople are interested in, nor is petty and dirty politics. The peoplel speak with
want their elected officials to focus on the issues thatmatter. Housing, infrastructure, our environment, and building
backbetter from COVID-19.

Those issues will always be myfocus, and will continue to be my focus. Part of this is directlyaddressing this issue,
which is a distraction from everythingelse.

So there itis. The story of myfamily home purchase in about 1000 words.

And if you have any questions atall, don’t hesitate to flick me a message, or send me an email. I'lldo my best to
respond to everyone.

Kind regards,

Campbell Barry
Mayor of Lower Hutt




From:

Sent: Saturday, 5 September 2020 11:06 AM
To: Campbell Barry

Subject: Re: A long, but important message

Thanks for the email, i1 did read the story on stuff today and wondered. Glad you took the time to reply :)
Hope you and your family are enjoying your new home!

On Fri, 4 Sep 2020 at 18:39, Mayor Campbell Barry <campbell.barry@huttcity.govt.nz> wrote:

i

| am writing to you this evening to clarify the purchase of my family home in Wainuiomata.

As a Councillor and as Mayor | have always been transparent, upfront, and honest about issues — it's an approach |
consider to underpin everything | have done since | was elected to the Wainuiomata Community Board in 2010.

However, it’s still a bit unusual to be in a position to have to talk to you about the home my wife Laura and |
purchased last year in Wainuiomata.

Along with my mother and father in law, my wife and | were fortunate enough to buy a beautiful home with some land
on Upper Fitzherbert Road.

We were looking for something rural, with the ability to accommodate Laura and me, as well as her mum and
dad. Ultimately we were also looking with a view to a future family, and room to grow.

When we were looking to move at the end of 2018, we looked at houses right across the Hutt. It will not surprise you
that being Wainuiomata born and bred, | was pretty keen to keep living locally. We viewed a handful of houses in
Wainuiomata, and we put offers on two houses that were not accepted.

In December of that year, our real estate agent reached out and suggested we take a look at the home we now live
in. We didn’t fall immediately in love with it after looking at the online listing, so didn’t pursue it at the time and
continued looking at other options.

After Christmas that year, we saw that the house was still for sale. We asked the listing agent to setup a

viewing. Soon after we viewed it a second time with Laura’s mum and dad, and then after that things moved quickly
(as they do), and we put in an offer in February 2019 which was declined in favour of another purchaser. Later that
month, the first offer fell through and we were invited to make another offer, which was accepted.

When we purchased the home, | also emailed Council officers advising them of the house purchase and invited them
to raise any issues. There were no legal issues identified, and | was given general advice on how to best manage
homeownership in terms of Council’s planning processes.

So — why am | telling you all of this?

When | was standing for Mayor last year, and close to the election, a number of my political opponents were busy
making a number of allegations about the purchase of our family home.

For those who aren’t familiar with the Upper Fitzherbert area in Wainuiomata, it has long been identified as a
potential site for housing development. It is one of the few remaining areas of rural land in the Hutt, where large
scale housing development is possible.

This was flagged in the Hutt City Council’s Urban Growth Strategy in 2012-2032. People have also, for years,
advocated for a second access way in the area, in part to support the development of housing.
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Regardless of these long term visions, there are no plans or budget in the pipeline to rezone the area to allow for
development of this scale. In fact, Council staff confirmed this when they released all information related to
Wainuiomata North in December last year.

Despite much of the thinking and reports being public, my opponents claim | learned about detailed plans as a
Councillor, and then sought to buy a house in an area where | would financially benefit.

Along with staff, councillors, and stakeholders at the end of 2018 | did attend a session run by consultants who
described work as “blue sky thinking”, and were in part based on potential development plans from 1976.

My political opponents said | had received detailed private briefings about potential development. According to
them, | then used that information to pursue a private sale for our home.

Those things aren’t true.

But still, my political opponents wrote a complaint to authorities, and then aggressively shopped the story around to
journalists in Wellington and all the way up to Auckland.

This was all happening in late August and early September, just before voting in the local body elections opened. It
doesn’t take a rocket scientist to figure out the allegations had a political motivation to them.

| spoke at length with journalists, answering questions, providing information — and the journalists, in turn, spoke to
Hutt City Council staff, the real estate agents we dealt with, our neighbours, local government experts, and anyone
else they needed to speak to in order to test the veracity of the claims being made.

Every single journalist and news editor declined to print the story. There was simply nothing in it, and no facts to
back up the allegations that were being made.

The authorities also assessed what was being alleged, and declined to look at the matter any further.
So, again — why am | telling you all of this?
It has now been about a year since that group of people started to shop the story around about our family home.

So it was a bit surprising to learn recently that journalists had again been approached, with the same allegations, by
the same people, seeking to inflict the same damage.

Today I've decided I've had enough of this kind of politics.

While | know who is behind the complaints, there’s no benefit in naming them. | know they have a political axe to
grind, and that the allegations have time and again been debunked.

And it's not that | am above reproach, or questions being asked. Questions have been asked. A lot of them. I've
been upfront and honest about absolutely everything. It speaks for itself that there hasn’t been anything of
substance to report on.

But instead of continuing to go over these things again, by journalists who are seeing half-baked allegations for the
first time, I’'m going to explain them to you directly.

Some people say that “explaining is losing”. | personally give the public a lot more credit than that, and think people
are smart enough and experienced enough to make their own judgments. In this circumstance, I'm confident the
facts speak for themselves.

| was elected Mayor last year with a promise to always be open and transparent, and to tell things how they
are. This might mean that we may not always agree, but you can be confident I've listened and been upfront with
you in response.

As many will know, buying a home is generally a happy time in your life. Instead, my family has been under constant
stress from these allegations which have, and continue to come up.



Rumors and innuendos are not what people are interested in, nor is petty and dirty politics. The people | speak with
want their elected officials to focus on the issues that matter. Housing, infrastructure, our environment, and building
back better from COVID-19.

Those issues will always be my focus, and will continue to be my focus. Part of this is directly addressing this issue,
which is a distraction from everything else.

So there itis. The story of my family home purchase in about 1000 words.

And if you have any questions at all, don’t hesitate to flick me a message, or send me an email. I'll do my best to
respond to everyone.

Kind regards,

Campbell Barry
Mayor of Lower Hutt




From:

Sent: Saturday, 5 September 2020 10:47 AM
To: Campbell Barry

Subject: Re: A long, but important message
Kia ora Campbell

I assume these people are on the political right. Social media comments show so clearly that right-leaning
people are just nastier than left-leaning people. Unsurprising to me.

Kia kahane

On Fri, 4 Sep 2020, 6:39 pm Mayor Campbell Barry, <campbell.barry@huttcity.govt.nz> wrote:

i

| am writing to you this evening to clarify the purchase of my family home in Wainuiomata.

As a Councillor and as Mayor | have always been transparent, upfront, and honest about issues — it's an approach |
consider to underpin everything | have done since | was elected to the Wainuiomata Community Board in 2010.

However, it’s still a bit unusual to be in a position to have to talk to you about the home my wife Laura and |
purchased last year in Wainuiomata.

Along with my mother and father in law, my wife and | were fortunate enough to buy a beautiful home with some land
on Upper Fitzherbert Road.

We were looking for something rural, with the ability to accommodate Laura and me, as well as her mum and
dad. Ultimately we were also looking with a view to a future family, and room to grow.

When we were looking to move at the end of 2018, we looked at houses right across the Hutt. It will not surprise you
that being Wainuiomata born and bred, | was pretty keen to keep living locally. We viewed a handful of houses in
Wainuiomata, and we put offers on two houses that were not accepted.

In December of that year, our real estate agent reached out and suggested we take a look at the home we now live
in. We didn’t fall immediately in love with it after looking at the online listing, so didn’t pursue it at the time and
continued looking at other options.

After Christmas that year, we saw that the house was still for sale. We asked the listing agent to setup a

viewing. Soon after we viewed it a second time with Laura’s mum and dad, and then after that things moved quickly
(as they do), and we put in an offer in February 2019 which was declined in favour of another purchaser. Later that
month, the first offer fell through and we were invited to make another offer, which was accepted.

When we purchased the home, | also emailed Council officers advising them of the house purchase and invited them
to raise any issues. There were no legal issues identified, and | was given general advice on how to best manage
homeownership in terms of Council’s planning processes.

So — why am | telling you all of this?

When | was standing for Mayor last year, and close to the election, a number of my political opponents were busy
making a number of allegations about the purchase of our family home.



For those who aren’t familiar with the Upper Fitzherbert area in Wainuiomata, it has long been identified as a
potential site for housing development. It is one of the few remaining areas of rural land in the Hutt, where large
scale housing development is possible.

This was flagged in the Hutt City Council’s Urban Growth Strategy in 2012-2032. People have also, for years,
advocated for a second access way in the area, in part to support the development of housing.

Regardless of these long term visions, there are no plans or budget in the pipeline to rezone the area to allow for
development of this scale. In fact, Council staff confirmed this when they released all information related to
Wainuiomata North in December last year.

Despite much of the thinking and reports being public, my opponents claim | learned about detailed plans as a
Councillor, and then sought to buy a house in an area where | would financially benefit.

Along with staff, councillors, and stakeholders at the end of 2018 | did attend a session run by consultants who
described work as “blue sky thinking”, and were in part based on potential development plans from 1976.

My political opponents said | had received detailed private briefings about potential development. According to
them, | then used that information to pursue a private sale for our home.

Those things aren’t true.

But still, my political opponents wrote a complaint to authorities, and then aggressively shopped the story around to
journalists in Wellington and all the way up to Auckland.

This was all happening in late August and early September, just before voting in the local body elections opened. It
doesn’t take a rocket scientist to figure out the allegations had a political motivation to them.

| spoke at length with journalists, answering questions, providing information — and the journalists, in turn, spoke to
Hutt City Council staff, the real estate agents we dealt with, our neighbours, local government experts, and anyone
else they needed to speak to in order to test the veracity of the claims being made.

Every single journalist and news editor declined to print the story. There was simply nothing in it, and no facts to
back up the allegations that were being made.

The authorities also assessed what was being alleged, and declined to look at the matter any further.
So, again — why am | telling you all of this?
It has now been about a year since that group of people started to shop the story around about our family home.

So it was a bit surprising to learn recently that journalists had again been approached, with the same allegations, by
the same people, seeking to inflict the same damage.

Today I've decided I've had enough of this kind of politics.

While | know who is behind the complaints, there’s no benefit in naming them. | know they have a political axe to
grind, and that the allegations have time and again been debunked.

And it's not that | am above reproach, or questions being asked. Questions have been asked. A lot of them. I've
been upfront and honest about absolutely everything. It speaks for itself that there hasn’t been anything of
substance to report on.

But instead of continuing to go over these things again, by journalists who are seeing half-baked allegations for the
first time, I’'m going to explain them to you directly.

Some people say that “explaining is losing”. | personally give the public a lot more credit than that, and think people
are smart enough and experienced enough to make their own judgments. In this circumstance, I’'m confident the
facts speak for themselves.



| was elected Mayor last year with a promise to always be open and transparent, and to tell things how they
are. This might mean that we may not always agree, but you can be confident I've listened and been upfront with
you in response.

As many will know, buying a home is generally a happy time in your life. Instead, my family has been under constant
stress from these allegations which have, and continue to come up.

Rumors and innuendos are not what people are interested in, nor is petty and dirty politics. The people | speak with
want their elected officials to focus on the issues that matter. Housing, infrastructure, our environment, and building
back better from COVID-19.

Those issues will always be my focus, and will continue to be my focus. Part of this is directly addressing this issue,
which is a distraction from everything else.

So there itis. The story of my family home purchase in about 1000 words.

And if you have any questions at all, don’t hesitate to flick me a message, or send me an email. I'll do my best to
respond to everyone.

Kind regards,

Campbell Barry
Mayor of Lower Hutt




From:

Sent: Saturday, 5 September 2020 10:43 AM
To: Campbell Barry

Subject: Re: A long, but important message
Dear Mayor,

You still have my 100% support. Why, because you have always been transparent in all your interactions
with us. I’'m a blue supporter but even when you acknowledged that you are a red supporter before the
council elections I still voted for you, why because of your honesty and transparency. I vote for the person
not the politics.

Today’s news and tomorrow’s fish and chip paper [ might be an old saying but it will blow over.

Keep up the hard work you are doing. You are very much supported by many.

Regarcs I

On 4/09/2020, at 6:39 PM, Mayor Campbell Barry <campbell.barry@huttcity.govt.nz> wrote:

Hi
| am writing to you this evening to clarify the purchase of my family home in Wainuiomata.

As a Councillor and as Mayor | have always been transparent, upfront, and honest about issues — it's
an approach | consider to underpin everything | have done since | was elected to the Wainuiomata
Community Board in 2010.

However, it’s still a bit unusual to be in a position to have to talk to you about the home my wife Laura
and | purchased last year in Wainuiomata.

Along with my mother and father in law, my wife and | were fortunate enough to buy a beautiful home
with some land on Upper Fitzherbert Road.

We were looking for something rural, with the ability to accommodate Laura and me, as well as her
mum and dad. Ultimately we were also looking with a view to a future family, and room to grow.

When we were looking to move at the end of 2018, we looked at houses right across the Hutt. It will
not surprise you that being Wainuiomata born and bred, | was pretty keen to keep living locally. We
viewed a handful of houses in Wainuiomata, and we put offers on two houses that were not
accepted.

In December of that year, our real estate agent reached out and suggested we take a look at the
home we now live in. We didn’t fall immediately in love with it after looking at the online listing, so
didn’t pursue it at the time and continued looking at other options.

After Christmas that year, we saw that the house was still for sale. We asked the listing agent to
setup a viewing. Soon after we viewed it a second time with Laura’s mum and dad, and then after
that things moved quickly (as they do), and we put in an offer in February 2019 which was declined in
favour of another purchaser. Later that month, the first offer fell through and we were invited to make
another offer, which was accepted.



When we purchased the home, | also emailed Council officers advising them of the house purchase
and invited them to raise any issues. There were no legal issues identified, and | was given general
advice on how to best manage homeownership in terms of Council’s planning processes.

So — why am | telling you all of this?

When | was standing for Mayor last year, and close to the election, a number of my political
opponents were busy making a number of allegations about the purchase of our family home.

For those who aren’t familiar with the Upper Fitzherbert area in Wainuiomata, it has long been
identified as a potential site for housing development. It is one of the few remaining areas of rural
land in the Hutt, where large scale housing development is possible.

This was flagged in the Hutt City Council’s Urban Growth Strategy in 2012-2032. People have also,
for years, advocated for a second access way in the area, in part to support the development of
housing.

Regardless of these long term visions, there are no plans or budget in the pipeline to rezone the area
to allow for development of this scale. In fact, Council staff confirmed this when they released all
information related to Wainuiomata North in December last year.

Despite much of the thinking and reports being public, my opponents claim | learned about detailed
plans as a Councillor, and then sought to buy a house in an area where | would financially benefit.

Along with staff, councillors, and stakeholders at the end of 2018 | did attend a session run by
consultants who described work as “blue sky thinking”, and were in part based on potential
development plans from 1976.

My political opponents said | had received detailed private briefings about potential
development. According to them, | then used that information to pursue a private sale for our
home.

Those things aren’t true.

But still, my political opponents wrote a complaint to authorities, and then aggressively shopped the
story around to journalists in Wellington and all the way up to Auckland.

This was all happening in late August and early September, just before voting in the local body
elections opened. It doesn’t take a rocket scientist to figure out the allegations had a political
motivation to them.

| spoke at length with journalists, answering questions, providing information — and the journalists, in
turn, spoke to Hutt City Council staff, the real estate agents we dealt with, our neighbours, local
government experts, and anyone else they needed to speak to in order to test the veracity of the
claims being made.

Every single journalist and news editor declined to print the story. There was simply nothing in it, and
no facts to back up the allegations that were being made.

The authorities also assessed what was being alleged, and declined to look at the matter any
further.

So, again — why am [ telling you all of this?

It has now been about a year since that group of people started to shop the story around about our
family home.

So it was a bit surprising to learn recently that journalists had again been approached, with the same
allegations, by the same people, seeking to inflict the same damage.

Today I've decided I've had enough of this kind of politics.
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While | know who is behind the complaints, there’s no benefit in naming them. | know they have a
political axe to grind, and that the allegations have time and again been debunked.

And it's not that | am above reproach, or questions being asked. Questions have been asked. A lot
of them. I've been upfront and honest about absolutely everything. It speaks for itself that there
hasn’t been anything of substance to report on.

But instead of continuing to go over these things again, by journalists who are seeing half-baked
allegations for the first time, I'm going to explain them to you directly.

Some people say that “explaining is losing”. | personally give the public a lot more credit than that,
and think people are smart enough and experienced enough to make their own judgments. In this
circumstance, I'm confident the facts speak for themselves.

| was elected Mayor last year with a promise to always be open and transparent, and to tell things
how they are. This might mean that we may not always agree, but you can be confident I've listened
and been upfront with you in response.

As many will know, buying a home is generally a happy time in your life. Instead, my family has been
under constant stress from these allegations which have, and continue to come up.

Rumors and innuendos are not what people are interested in, nor is petty and dirty politics. The
people | speak with want their elected officials to focus on the issues that matter. Housing,
infrastructure, our environment, and building back better from COVID-19.

Those issues will always be my focus, and will continue to be my focus. Part of this is directly
addressing this issue, which is a distraction from everything else.

So there itis. The story of my family home purchase in about 1000 words.

And if you have any questions at all, don’t hesitate to flick me a message, or send me an email. Ill
do my best to respond to everyone.

Kind regards,

Campbell Barry
Mayor of Lower Hutt




From:

Sent: Saturday, 5 September 2020 10:30 AM
To: Campbell Barry

Subject: Re: A long, but important message

All the best Campbell. And bugger your opponents. I know what they’re like!

Kind regards

On 4/09/2020, at 6:39 PM, Mayor Campbell Barry <campbell.barry@huttcity.govt.nz> wrote:

g |
| am writing to you this evening to clarify the purchase of my family home in Wainuiomata.

As a Councillor and as Mayor | have always been transparent, upfront, and honest about issues —it's
an approach | consider to underpin everything | have done since | was elected to the Wainuiomata
Community Board in 2010.

However, it’s still a bit unusual to be in a position to have to talk to you about the home my wife Laura
and | purchased last year in Wainuiomata.

Along with my mother and father in law, my wife and | were fortunate enough to buy a beautiful home
with some land on Upper Fitzherbert Road.

We were looking for something rural, with the ability to accommodate Laura and me, as well as her
mum and dad. Ultimately we were also looking with a view to a future family, and room to grow.

When we were looking to move at the end of 2018, we looked at houses right across the Hutt. It will
not surprise you that being Wainuiomata born and bred, | was pretty keen to keep living locally. We
viewed a handful of houses in Wainuiomata, and we put offers on two houses that were not
accepted.

In December of that year, our real estate agent reached out and suggested we take a look at the
home we now live in. We didn’t fall immediately in love with it after looking at the online listing, so
didn’t pursue it at the time and continued looking at other options.

After Christmas that year, we saw that the house was still for sale. We asked the listing agent to
setup a viewing. Soon after we viewed it a second time with Laura’s mum and dad, and then after
that things moved quickly (as they do), and we put in an offer in February 2019 which was declined in
favour of another purchaser. Later that month, the first offer fell through and we were invited to make
another offer, which was accepted.

When we purchased the home, | also emailed Council officers advising them of the house purchase
and invited them to raise any issues. There were no legal issues identified, and | was given general
advice on how to best manage homeownership in terms of Council’s planning processes.

So — why am | telling you all of this?

When | was standing for Mayor last year, and close to the election, a number of my political
opponents were busy making a number of allegations about the purchase of our family home.
1



For those who aren’t familiar with the Upper Fitzherbert area in Wainuiomata, it has long been
identified as a potential site for housing development. It is one of the few remaining areas of rural
land in the Hutt, where large scale housing development is possible.

This was flagged in the Hutt City Council’s Urban Growth Strategy in 2012-2032. People have also,
for years, advocated for a second access way in the area, in part to support the development of
housing.

Regardless of these long term visions, there are no plans or budget in the pipeline to rezone the area
to allow for development of this scale. In fact, Council staff confirmed this when they released all
information related to Wainuiomata North in December last year.

Despite much of the thinking and reports being public, my opponents claim | learned about detailed
plans as a Councillor, and then sought to buy a house in an area where | would financially benefit.

Along with staff, councillors, and stakeholders at the end of 2018 | did attend a session run by
consultants who described work as “blue sky thinking”, and were in part based on potential
development plans from 1976.

My political opponents said | had received detailed private briefings about potential
development. According to them, | then used that information to pursue a private sale for our
home.

Those things aren’t true.

But still, my political opponents wrote a complaint to authorities, and then aggressively shopped the
story around to journalists in Wellington and all the way up to Auckland.

This was all happening in late August and early September, just before voting in the local body
elections opened. It doesn’t take a rocket scientist to figure out the allegations had a political
motivation to them.

| spoke at length with journalists, answering questions, providing information — and the journalists, in
turn, spoke to Hutt City Council staff, the real estate agents we dealt with, our neighbours, local
government experts, and anyone else they needed to speak to in order to test the veracity of the
claims being made.

Every single journalist and news editor declined to print the story. There was simply nothing in it, and
no facts to back up the allegations that were being made.

The authorities also assessed what was being alleged, and declined to look at the matter any
further.

So, again — why am | telling you all of this?

It has now been about a year since that group of people started to shop the story around about our
family home.

So it was a bit surprising to learn recently that journalists had again been approached, with the same
allegations, by the same people, seeking to inflict the same damage.

Today I've decided I've had enough of this kind of politics.

While | know who is behind the complaints, there’s no benefit in naming them. | know they have a
political axe to grind, and that the allegations have time and again been debunked.

And it's not that | am above reproach, or questions being asked. Questions have been asked. A lot
of them. I've been upfront and honest about absolutely everything. It speaks for itself that there
hasn’t been anything of substance to report on.



But instead of continuing to go over these things again, by journalists who are seeing half-baked
allegations for the first time, I'm going to explain them to you directly.

Some people say that “explaining is losing”. | personally give the public a lot more credit than that,
and think people are smart enough and experienced enough to make their own judgments. In this
circumstance, I'm confident the facts speak for themselves.

| was elected Mayor last year with a promise to always be open and transparent, and to tell things
how they are. This might mean that we may not always agree, but you can be confident I've listened
and been upfront with you in response.

As many will know, buying a home is generally a happy time in your life. Instead, my family has been
under constant stress from these allegations which have, and continue to come up.

Rumors and innuendos are not what people are interested in, nor is petty and dirty politics. The
people | speak with want their elected officials to focus on the issues that matter. Housing,
infrastructure, our environment, and building back better from COVID-19.

Those issues will always be my focus, and will continue to be my focus. Part of this is directly
addressing this issue, which is a distraction from everything else.

So there itis. The story of my family home purchase in about 1000 words.

And if you have any questions at all, don’t hesitate to flick me a message, or send me an email. Ill
do my best to respond to everyone.

Kind regards,

Campbell Barry
Mayor of Lower Hutt




From:

Sent: Saturday, 5 September 2020 8:51 AM
To: Campbell Barry

Subject: Re: A long, but important message

| imagine most people will appreciate your intention, re this message. | do. It takes courage to
trust your gut and decide for yourself that explanation can be a useful option.

On Friday, 4 September 2020, 06:39:08 pm NZST, Mayor Campbell Barry <campbell.barry@huttcity.govt.nz> wrote:

i
| am writing to you this evening to clarify the purchase of my family home in Wainuiomata.

As a Councillor and as Mayor | have always been transparent, upfront, and honest about issues — it's an approach |
consider to underpin everything | have done since | was elected to the Wainuiomata Community Board in 2010.

However, it’s still a bit unusual to be in a position to have to talk to you about the home my wife Laura and |
purchased last year in Wainuiomata.

Along with my mother and father in law, my wife and | were fortunate enough to buy a beautiful home with some land
on Upper Fitzherbert Road.

We were looking for something rural, with the ability to accommodate Laura and me, as well as her mum and
dad. Ultimately we were also looking with a view to a future family, and room to grow.

When we were looking to move at the end of 2018, we looked at houses right across the Hutt. It will not surprise you
that being Wainuiomata born and bred, | was pretty keen to keep living locally. We viewed a handful of houses in
Wainuiomata, and we put offers on two houses that were not accepted.

In December of that year, our real estate agent reached out and suggested we take a look at the home we now live
in. We didn’t fall immediately in love with it after looking at the online listing, so didn’t pursue it at the time and
continued looking at other options.

After Christmas that year, we saw that the house was still for sale. We asked the listing agent to setup a

viewing. Soon after we viewed it a second time with Laura’s mum and dad, and then after that things moved quickly
(as they do), and we put in an offer in February 2019 which was declined in favour of another purchaser. Later that
month, the first offer fell through and we were invited to make another offer, which was accepted.

When we purchased the home, | also emailed Council officers advising them of the house purchase and invited them
to raise any issues. There were no legal issues identified, and | was given general advice on how to best manage
homeownership in terms of Council’s planning processes.

So — why am | telling you all of this?

When | was standing for Mayor last year, and close to the election, a number of my political opponents were busy
making a number of allegations about the purchase of our family home.

For those who aren’t familiar with the Upper Fitzherbert area in Wainuiomata, it has long been identified as a potential
site for housing development. It is one of the few remaining areas of rural land in the Hutt, where large scale housing
development is possible.



This was flagged in the Hutt City Council’s Urban Growth Strategy in 2012-2032. People have also, for years,
advocated for a second access way in the area, in part to support the development of housing.

Regardless of these long term visions, there are no plans or budget in the pipeline to rezone the area to allow for
development of this scale. In fact, Council staff confirmed this when they released all information related to
Wainuiomata North in December last year.

Despite much of the thinking and reports being public, my opponents claim | learned about detailed plans as a
Councillor, and then sought to buy a house in an area where | would financially benefit.

Along with staff, councillors, and stakeholders at the end of 2018 | did attend a session run by consultants who
described work as “blue sky thinking”, and were in part based on potential development plans from 1976.

My political opponents said | had received detailed private briefings about potential development. According to them,
| then used that information to pursue a private sale for our home.

Those things aren’t true.

But still, my political opponents wrote a complaint to authorities, and then aggressively shopped the story around to
journalists in Wellington and all the way up to Auckland.

This was all happening in late August and early September, just before voting in the local body elections opened. It
doesn’t take a rocket scientist to figure out the allegations had a political motivation to them.

| spoke at length with journalists, answering questions, providing information — and the journalists, in turn, spoke to
Hutt City Council staff, the real estate agents we dealt with, our neighbours, local government experts, and anyone
else they needed to speak to in order to test the veracity of the claims being made.

Every single journalist and news editor declined to print the story. There was simply nothing in it, and no facts to back
up the allegations that were being made.

The authorities also assessed what was being alleged, and declined to look at the matter any further.
So, again — why am | telling you all of this?
It has now been about a year since that group of people started to shop the story around about our family home.

So it was a bit surprising to learn recently that journalists had again been approached, with the same allegations, by
the same people, seeking to inflict the same damage.

Today I've decided I've had enough of this kind of politics.

While | know who is behind the complaints, there’s no benefit in naming them. | know they have a political axe to
grind, and that the allegations have time and again been debunked.

And it's not that | am above reproach, or questions being asked. Questions have been asked. A lot of them. I've
been upfront and honest about absolutely everything. It speaks for itself that there hasn’t been anything of substance
to report on.

But instead of continuing to go over these things again, by journalists who are seeing half-baked allegations for the
first time, I’'m going to explain them to you directly.

Some people say that “explaining is losing”. | personally give the public a lot more credit than that, and think people
are smart enough and experienced enough to make their own judgments. In this circumstance, I'm confident the facts
speak for themselves.

| was elected Mayor last year with a promise to always be open and transparent, and to tell things how they are. This
might mean that we may not always agree, but you can be confident I've listened and been upfront with you in
response.



As many will know, buying a home is generally a happy time in your life. Instead, my family has been under constant
stress from these allegations which have, and continue to come up.

Rumors and innuendos are not what people are interested in, nor is petty and dirty politics. The people | speak with
want their elected officials to focus on the issues that matter. Housing, infrastructure, our environment, and building
back better from COVID-19.

Those issues will always be my focus, and will continue to be my focus. Part of this is directly addressing this issue,
which is a distraction from everything else.

So there itis. The story of my family home purchase in about 1000 words.

And if you have any questions at all, don’t hesitate to flick me a message, or send me an email. I'll do my best to
respond to everyone.

Kind regards,

Campbell Barry
Mayor of Lower Hutt




From:

Sent: Saturday, 5 September 2020 8:44 AM
To: Campbell Barry

Subject: Re: A long, but important message

| imagine most people will appreciate your intention, re this message. | do. It takes courage to
trust your gut and

On Friday, 4 September 2020, 06:39:08 pm NZST, Mayor Campbell Barry <campbell.barry@huttcity.govt.nz> wrote:

Hi
| am writing to you this evening to clarify the purchase of my family home in Wainuiomata.

As a Councillor and as Mayor | have always been transparent, upfront, and honest about issues — it's an approach |
consider to underpin everything | have done since | was elected to the Wainuiomata Community Board in 2010.

Howevers, it’s still a bit unusual to be in a position to have to talk to you about the home my wife Laura and |
purchased last year in Wainuiomata.

Along with my mother and father in law, my wife and | were fortunate enough to buy a beautiful home with some land
on Upper Fitzherbert Road.

We were looking for something rural, with the ability to accommodate Laura and me, as well as her mum and
dad. Ultimately we were also looking with a view to a future family, and room to grow.

When we were looking to move at the end of 2018, we looked at houses right across the Hutt. It will not surprise you
that being Wainuiomata born and bred, | was pretty keen to keep living locally. We viewed a handful of houses in
Wainuiomata, and we put offers on two houses that were not accepted.

In December of that year, our real estate agent reached out and suggested we take a look at the home we now live
in. We didn’t fall immediately in love with it after looking at the online listing, so didn’t pursue it at the time and
continued looking at other options.

After Christmas that year, we saw that the house was still for sale. We asked the listing agent to setup a

viewing. Soon after we viewed it a second time with Laura’s mum and dad, and then after that things moved quickly
(as they do), and we put in an offer in February 2019 which was declined in favour of another purchaser. Later that
month, the first offer fell through and we were invited to make another offer, which was accepted.

When we purchased the home, | also emailed Council officers advising them of the house purchase and invited them
to raise any issues. There were no legal issues identified, and | was given general advice on how to best manage
homeownership in terms of Council’s planning processes.

So — why am | telling you all of this?

When | was standing for Mayor last year, and close to the election, a number of my political opponents were busy
making a number of allegations about the purchase of our family home.

For those who aren’t familiar with the Upper Fitzherbert area in Wainuiomata, it has long been identified as a potential
site for housing development. It is one of the few remaining areas of rural land in the Hutt, where large scale housing
development is possible.

This was flagged in the Hutt City Council’s Urban Growth Strategy in 2012-2032. People have also, for years,
advocated for a second access way in the area, in part to support the development of housing.
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Regardless of these long term visions, there are no plans or budget in the pipeline to rezone the area to allow for
development of this scale. In fact, Council staff confirmed this when they released all information related to
Wainuiomata North in December last year.

Despite much of the thinking and reports being public, my opponents claim | learned about detailed plans as a
Councillor, and then sought to buy a house in an area where | would financially benefit.

Along with staff, councillors, and stakeholders at the end of 2018 | did attend a session run by consultants who
described work as “blue sky thinking”, and were in part based on potential development plans from 1976.

My political opponents said | had received detailed private briefings about potential development. According to them,
| then used that information to pursue a private sale for our home.

Those things aren’t true.

But still, my political opponents wrote a complaint to authorities, and then aggressively shopped the story around to
journalists in Wellington and all the way up to Auckland.

This was all happening in late August and early September, just before voting in the local body elections opened. It
doesn’t take a rocket scientist to figure out the allegations had a political motivation to them.

| spoke at length with journalists, answering questions, providing information — and the journalists, in turn, spoke to
Hutt City Council staff, the real estate agents we dealt with, our neighbours, local government experts, and anyone
else they needed to speak to in order to test the veracity of the claims being made.

Every single journalist and news editor declined to print the story. There was simply nothing in it, and no facts to back
up the allegations that were being made.

The authorities also assessed what was being alleged, and declined to look at the matter any further.
So, again — why am | telling you all of this?
It has now been about a year since that group of people started to shop the story around about our family home.

So it was a bit surprising to learn recently that journalists had again been approached, with the same allegations, by
the same people, seeking to inflict the same damage.

Today I've decided I've had enough of this kind of politics.

While | know who is behind the complaints, there’s no benefit in naming them. | know they have a political axe to
grind, and that the allegations have time and again been debunked.

And it's not that | am above reproach, or questions being asked. Questions have been asked. A lot of them. I've
been upfront and honest about absolutely everything. It speaks for itself that there hasn’t been anything of substance
to report on.

But instead of continuing to go over these things again, by journalists who are seeing half-baked allegations for the
first time, I’'m going to explain them to you directly.

Some people say that “explaining is losing”. | personally give the public a lot more credit than that, and think people
are smart enough and experienced enough to make their own judgments. In this circumstance, I'm confident the facts
speak for themselves.

| was elected Mayor last year with a promise to always be open and transparent, and to tell things how they are. This
might mean that we may not always agree, but you can be confident I've listened and been upfront with you in
response.

As many will know, buying a home is generally a happy time in your life. Instead, my family has been under constant
stress from these allegations which have, and continue to come up.



Rumors and innuendos are not what people are interested in, nor is petty and dirty politics. The people | speak with
want their elected officials to focus on the issues that matter. Housing, infrastructure, our environment, and building
back better from COVID-19.

Those issues will always be my focus, and will continue to be my focus. Part of this is directly addressing this issue,
which is a distraction from everything else.

So there itis. The story of my family home purchase in about 1000 words.

And if you have any questions at all, don’t hesitate to flick me a message, or send me an email. I'll do my best to
respond to everyone.

Kind regards,

Campbell Barry
Mayor of Lower Hultt




From:

Sent: Saturday, 5 September 2020 8:22 AM
To: Campbell Barry

Subject: Re: A long, but important message

Thanks for taking the time share whats going on. People need to get over themselves n get on with the job at
hand. Look after one another how can i help you how can we help each other. We keep doing that doing the
right thing you will be the better person. Keep up the great work and I wish you and your family all the very
best in your home. Take care and God bless you

On Fri, 4 Sep 2020, 6:39 pm Mayor Campbell Barry, <campbell.barry@huttcity.govt.nz> wrote:

Hi [l

| am writing to you this evening to clarify the purchase of my family home in Wainuiomata.

As a Councillor and as Mayor | have always been transparent, upfront, and honest about issues — it's an approach |
consider to underpin everything | have done since | was elected to the Wainuiomata Community Board in 2010.

However, it’s still a bit unusual to be in a position to have to talk to you about the home my wife Laura and |
purchased last year in Wainuiomata.

Along with my mother and father in law, my wife and | were fortunate enough to buy a beautiful home with some land
on Upper Fitzherbert Road.

We were looking for something rural, with the ability to accommodate Laura and me, as well as her mum and
dad. Ultimately we were also looking with a view to a future family, and room to grow.

When we were looking to move at the end of 2018, we looked at houses right across the Hutt. It will not surprise you
that being Wainuiomata born and bred, | was pretty keen to keep living locally. We viewed a handful of houses in
Wainuiomata, and we put offers on two houses that were not accepted.

In December of that year, our real estate agent reached out and suggested we take a look at the home we now live
in. We didn’t fall immediately in love with it after looking at the online listing, so didn’t pursue it at the time and
continued looking at other options.

After Christmas that year, we saw that the house was still for sale. We asked the listing agent to setup a

viewing. Soon after we viewed it a second time with Laura’s mum and dad, and then after that things moved quickly
(as they do), and we put in an offer in February 2019 which was declined in favour of another purchaser. Later that
month, the first offer fell through and we were invited to make another offer, which was accepted.

When we purchased the home, | also emailed Council officers advising them of the house purchase and invited them
to raise any issues. There were no legal issues identified, and | was given general advice on how to best manage
homeownership in terms of Council’s planning processes.

So — why am | telling you all of this?

When | was standing for Mayor last year, and close to the election, a number of my political opponents were busy
making a number of allegations about the purchase of our family home.

For those who aren’t familiar with the Upper Fitzherbert area in Wainuiomata, it has long been identified as a
potential site for housing development. It is one of the few remaining areas of rural land in the Hutt, where large
scale housing development is possible.

This was flagged in the Hutt City Council’s Urban Growth Strategy in 2012-2032. People have also, for years,
advocated for a second access way in the area, in part to support the development of housing.
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Regardless of these long term visions, there are no plans or budget in the pipeline to rezone the area to allow for
development of this scale. In fact, Council staff confirmed this when they released all information related to
Wainuiomata North in December last year.

Despite much of the thinking and reports being public, my opponents claim | learned about detailed plans as a
Councillor, and then sought to buy a house in an area where | would financially benefit.

Along with staff, councillors, and stakeholders at the end of 2018 | did attend a session run by consultants who
described work as “blue sky thinking”, and were in part based on potential development plans from 1976.

My political opponents said | had received detailed private briefings about potential development. According to
them, | then used that information to pursue a private sale for our home.

Those things aren’t true.

But still, my political opponents wrote a complaint to authorities, and then aggressively shopped the story around to
journalists in Wellington and all the way up to Auckland.

This was all happening in late August and early September, just before voting in the local body elections opened. It
doesn’t take a rocket scientist to figure out the allegations had a political motivation to them.

| spoke at length with journalists, answering questions, providing information — and the journalists, in turn, spoke to
Hutt City Council staff, the real estate agents we dealt with, our neighbours, local government experts, and anyone
else they needed to speak to in order to test the veracity of the claims being made.

Every single journalist and news editor declined to print the story. There was simply nothing in it, and no facts to
back up the allegations that were being made.

The authorities also assessed what was being alleged, and declined to look at the matter any further.
So, again — why am | telling you all of this?
It has now been about a year since that group of people started to shop the story around about our family home.

So it was a bit surprising to learn recently that journalists had again been approached, with the same allegations, by
the same people, seeking to inflict the same damage.

Today I've decided I've had enough of this kind of politics.

While | know who is behind the complaints, there’s no benefit in naming them. | know they have a political axe to
grind, and that the allegations have time and again been debunked.

And it's not that | am above reproach, or questions being asked. Questions have been asked. A lot of them. I've
been upfront and honest about absolutely everything. It speaks for itself that there hasn’t been anything of
substance to report on.

But instead of continuing to go over these things again, by journalists who are seeing half-baked allegations for the
first time, I’'m going to explain them to you directly.

Some people say that “explaining is losing”. | personally give the public a lot more credit than that, and think people
are smart enough and experienced enough to make their own judgments. In this circumstance, I'm confident the
facts speak for themselves.

| was elected Mayor last year with a promise to always be open and transparent, and to tell things how they
are. This might mean that we may not always agree, but you can be confident I've listened and been upfront with
you in response.

As many will know, buying a home is generally a happy time in your life. Instead, my family has been under constant
stress from these allegations which have, and continue to come up.



Rumors and innuendos are not what people are interested in, nor is petty and dirty politics. The people | speak with
want their elected officials to focus on the issues that matter. Housing, infrastructure, our environment, and building
back better from COVID-19.

Those issues will always be my focus, and will continue to be my focus. Part of this is directly addressing this issue,
which is a distraction from everything else.

So there itis. The story of my family home purchase in about 1000 words.

And if you have any questions at all, don’t hesitate to flick me a message, or send me an email. I'll do my best to
respond to everyone.

Kind regards,

Campbell Barry
Mayor of Lower Hutt




From:

Sent: Saturday, 5 September 2020 8:08 AM
To: Campbell Barry

Subject: RE: A long, but important message
Hi Campbell,

Sorry to hear that you and your family have been given a rough ride over the purchase of your home.
Don’t worry it will blow over eventually and be old news.

Kind Regards

From: Mayor Campbell Barry [mailto:campbell.barry@huttcity.govt.nz]
Sent: Friday, 4 September 2020 6:39 PM

To:
Subject: A long, but important message

Hi-

| am writing to you this evening to clarify the purchase of my family home in Wainuiomata.

As a Councillor and as Mayor | have always been transparent, upfront, and honest about issues — it's an approach |
consider to underpin everything | have done since | was elected to the Wainuiomata Community Board in 2010.

However, it’s still a bit unusual to be in a position to have to talk to you about the home my wife Laura and |
purchased last year in Wainuiomata.

Along with my mother and father in law, my wife and | were fortunate enough to buy a beautiful home with some land
on Upper Fitzherbert Road.

We were looking for something rural, with the ability to accommodate Laura and me, as well as her mum and
dad. Ultimately we were also looking with a view to a future family, and room to grow.

When we were looking to move at the end of 2018, we looked at houses right across the Hutt. It will not surprise you
that being Wainuiomata born and bred, | was pretty keen to keep living locally. We viewed a handful of houses in
Wainuiomata, and we put offers on two houses that were not accepted.

In December of that year, our real estate agent reached out and suggested we take a look at the home we now live
in. We didn’t fall immediately in love with it after looking at the online listing, so didn’t pursue it at the time and
continued looking at other options.

After Christmas that year, we saw that the house was still for sale. We asked the listing agent to setup a

viewing. Soon after we viewed it a second time with Laura’s mum and dad, and then after that things moved quickly
(as they do), and we put in an offer in February 2019 which was declined in favour of another purchaser. Later that
month, the first offer fell through and we were invited to make another offer, which was accepted.

When we purchased the home, | also emailed Council officers advising them of the house purchase and invited them
to raise any issues. There were no legal issues identified, and | was given general advice on how to best manage
homeownership in terms of Council’s planning processes.

So — why am | telling you all of this?
When | was standing for Mayor last year, and close to the election, a number of my political opponents were busy

making a number of allegations about the purchase of our family home.
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For those who aren’t familiar with the Upper Fitzherbert area in Wainuiomata, it has long been identified as a potential
site for housing development. It is one of the few remaining areas of rural land in the Hutt, where large scale housing
development is possible.

This was flagged in the Hutt City Council’s Urban Growth Strategy in 2012-2032. People have also, for years,
advocated for a second access way in the area, in part to support the development of housing.

Regardless of these long term visions, there are no plans or budget in the pipeline to rezone the area to allow for
development of this scale. In fact, Council staff confirmed this when they released all information related to
Wainuiomata North in December last year.

Despite much of the thinking and reports being public, my opponents claim | learned about detailed plans as a
Councillor, and then sought to buy a house in an area where | would financially benefit.

Along with staff, councillors, and stakeholders at the end of 2018 | did attend a session run by consultants who
described work as “blue sky thinking”, and were in part based on potential development plans from 1976.

My political opponents said | had received detailed private briefings about potential development. According to them,
| then used that information to pursue a private sale for our home.

Those things aren’t true.

But still, my political opponents wrote a complaint to authorities, and then aggressively shopped the story around to
journalists in Wellington and all the way up to Auckland.

This was all happening in late August and early September, just before voting in the local body elections opened. It
doesn’t take a rocket scientist to figure out the allegations had a political motivation to them.

| spoke at length with journalists, answering questions, providing information — and the journalists, in turn, spoke to
Hutt City Council staff, the real estate agents we dealt with, our neighbours, local government experts, and anyone
else they needed to speak to in order to test the veracity of the claims being made.

Every single journalist and news editor declined to print the story. There was simply nothing in it, and no facts to back
up the allegations that were being made.

The authorities also assessed what was being alleged, and declined to look at the matter any further.
So, again — why am | telling you all of this?
It has now been about a year since that group of people started to shop the story around about our family home.

So it was a bit surprising to learn recently that journalists had again been approached, with the same allegations, by
the same people, seeking to inflict the same damage.

Today I've decided I've had enough of this kind of politics.

While | know who is behind the complaints, there’s no benefit in naming them. | know they have a political axe to
grind, and that the allegations have time and again been debunked.

And it's not that | am above reproach, or questions being asked. Questions have been asked. A lot of them. I've
been upfront and honest about absolutely everything. It speaks for itself that there hasn’t been anything of substance
to report on.

But instead of continuing to go over these things again, by journalists who are seeing half-baked allegations for the
first time, I’'m going to explain them to you directly.

Some people say that “explaining is losing”. | personally give the public a lot more credit than that, and think people
are smart enough and experienced enough to make their own judgments. In this circumstance, I'm confident the facts
speak for themselves.

| was elected Mayor last year with a promise to always be open and transparent, and to tell things how they are. This
might mean that we may not always agree, but you can be confident I've listened and been upfront with you in
response.



As many will know, buying a home is generally a happy time in your life. Instead, my family has been under constant
stress from these allegations which have, and continue to come up.

Rumors and innuendos are not what people are interested in, nor is petty and dirty politics. The people | speak with
want their elected officials to focus on the issues that matter. Housing, infrastructure, our environment, and building
back better from COVID-19.

Those issues will always be my focus, and will continue to be my focus. Part of this is directly addressing this issue,
which is a distraction from everything else.

So there itis. The story of my family home purchase in about 1000 words.

And if you have any questions at all, don’t hesitate to flick me a message, or send me an email. I'll do my best to
respond to everyone.

Kind regards,

Campbell Barry
Mayor of Lower Hutt

Virus-free. www.avg.com



From:

Sent: Saturday, 5 September 2020 6:59 AM
To: Campbell Barry

Subject: Re: A long, but important message
Hi Campbell,

Thank you for your detailed email. So sad you and your family have to endure this. Unfortunately there will
often be a few rotten apples in the barrel. You have our full support and hope you can continue to rise above
the negative mud singers.

Checrs [N

On Friday, 4 September 2020, Mayor Campbell Barry <campbell.barry@huttcity.govt.nz> wrote:

i

| am writing to you this evening to clarify the purchase of my family home in Wainuiomata.

As a Councillor and as Mayor | have always been transparent, upfront, and honest about issues — it's an approach |
consider to underpin everything | have done since | was elected to the Wainuiomata Community Board in 2010.

However, it’s still a bit unusual to be in a position to have to talk to you about the home my wife Laura and |
purchased last year in Wainuiomata.

Along with my mother and father in law, my wife and | were fortunate enough to buy a beautiful home with some land
on Upper Fitzherbert Road.

We were looking for something rural, with the ability to accommodate Laura and me, as well as her mum and
dad. Ultimately we were also looking with a view to a future family, and room to grow.

When we were looking to move at the end of 2018, we looked at houses right across the Hutt. It will not surprise you
that being Wainuiomata born and bred, | was pretty keen to keep living locally. We viewed a handful of houses in
Wainuiomata, and we put offers on two houses that were not accepted.

In December of that year, our real estate agent reached out and suggested we take a look at the home we now live
in. We didn’t fall immediately in love with it after looking at the online listing, so didn’t pursue it at the time and
continued looking at other options.

After Christmas that year, we saw that the house was still for sale. We asked the listing agent to setup a

viewing. Soon after we viewed it a second time with Laura’s mum and dad, and then after that things moved quickly
(as they do), and we put in an offer in February 2019 which was declined in favour of another purchaser. Later that
month, the first offer fell through and we were invited to make another offer, which was accepted.

When we purchased the home, | also emailed Council officers advising them of the house purchase and invited them
to raise any issues. There were no legal issues identified, and | was given general advice on how to best manage
homeownership in terms of Council’s planning processes.

So — why am | telling you all of this?

When | was standing for Mayor last year, and close to the election, a number of my political opponents were busy
making a number of allegations about the purchase of our family home.



For those who aren’t familiar with the Upper Fitzherbert area in Wainuiomata, it has long been identified as a potential
site for housing development. It is one of the few remaining areas of rural land in the Hutt, where large scale housing
development is possible.

This was flagged in the Hutt City Council’s Urban Growth Strategy in 2012-2032. People have also, for years,
advocated for a second access way in the area, in part to support the development of housing.

Regardless of these long term visions, there are no plans or budget in the pipeline to rezone the area to allow for
development of this scale. In fact, Council staff confirmed this when they released all information related to
Wainuiomata North in December last year.

Despite much of the thinking and reports being public, my opponents claim | learned about detailed plans as a
Councillor, and then sought to buy a house in an area where | would financially benefit.

Along with staff, councillors, and stakeholders at the end of 2018 | did attend a session run by consultants who
described work as “blue sky thinking”, and were in part based on potential development plans from 1976.

My political opponents said | had received detailed private briefings about potential development. According to them,
| then used that information to pursue a private sale for our home.

Those things aren’t true.

But still, my political opponents wrote a complaint to authorities, and then aggressively shopped the story around to
journalists in Wellington and all the way up to Auckland.

This was all happening in late August and early September, just before voting in the local body elections opened. It
doesn’t take a rocket scientist to figure out the allegations had a political motivation to them.

| spoke at length with journalists, answering questions, providing information — and the journalists, in turn, spoke to
Hutt City Council staff, the real estate agents we dealt with, our neighbours, local government experts, and anyone
else they needed to speak to in order to test the veracity of the claims being made.

Every single journalist and news editor declined to print the story. There was simply nothing in it, and no facts to back
up the allegations that were being made.

The authorities also assessed what was being alleged, and declined to look at the matter any further.
So, again — why am | telling you all of this?
It has now been about a year since that group of people started to shop the story around about our family home.

So it was a bit surprising to learn recently that journalists had again been approached, with the same allegations, by
the same people, seeking to inflict the same damage.

Today I've decided I've had enough of this kind of politics.

While | know who is behind the complaints, there’s no benefit in naming them. | know they have a political axe to
grind, and that the allegations have time and again been debunked.

And it's not that | am above reproach, or questions being asked. Questions have been asked. A lot of them. I've
been upfront and honest about absolutely everything. It speaks for itself that there hasn’t been anything of substance
to report on.

But instead of continuing to go over these things again, by journalists who are seeing half-baked allegations for the
first time, I’'m going to explain them to you directly.

Some people say that “explaining is losing”. | personally give the public a lot more credit than that, and think people
are smart enough and experienced enough to make their own judgments. In this circumstance, I'm confident the facts
speak for themselves.



| was elected Mayor last year with a promise to always be open and transparent, and to tell things how they are. This
might mean that we may not always agree, but you can be confident I've listened and been upfront with you in
response.

As many will know, buying a home is generally a happy time in your life. Instead, my family has been under constant
stress from these allegations which have, and continue to come up.

Rumors and innuendos are not what people are interested in, nor is petty and dirty politics. The people | speak with
want their elected officials to focus on the issues that matter. Housing, infrastructure, our environment, and building
back better from COVID-19.

Those issues will always be my focus, and will continue to be my focus. Part of this is directly addressing this issue,
which is a distraction from everything else.

So there itis. The story of my family home purchase in about 1000 words.

And if you have any questions at all, don’t hesitate to flick me a message, or send me an email. I'll do my best to
respond to everyone.

Kind regards,

Campbell Barry
Mayor of Lower Hutt




From:

Sent: Saturday, 5 September 2020 6:55 AM
To: Campbell Barry

Subject: Re: A long, but important message
Campbell,

I read your details about your home purchase.

The trouble with political opponents is that many judge you by what would have motivated their behaviour
had they been in that position.

Everything is fine.

Enjoy the alpacas. Oh, and your wife’s ministrations too.

Sent from my iPad

On 4/09/2020, at 6:39 PM, Mayor Campbell Barry <campbell.barry@huttcity.govt.nz> wrote:

i
| am writing to you this evening to clarify the purchase of my family home in Wainuiomata.

As a Councillor and as Mayor | have always been transparent, upfront, and honest about issues — it's
an approach | consider to underpin everything | have done since | was elected to the Wainuiomata
Community Board in 2010.

However, it’s still a bit unusual to be in a position to have to talk to you about the home my wife Laura
and | purchased last year in Wainuiomata.

Along with my mother and father in law, my wife and | were fortunate enough to buy a beautiful home
with some land on Upper Fitzherbert Road.

We were looking for something rural, with the ability to accommodate Laura and me, as well as her
mum and dad. Ultimately we were also looking with a view to a future family, and room to grow.

When we were looking to move at the end of 2018, we looked at houses right across the Hutt. It will
not surprise you that being Wainuiomata born and bred, | was pretty keen to keep living locally. We
viewed a handful of houses in Wainuiomata, and we put offers on two houses that were not
accepted.

In December of that year, our real estate agent reached out and suggested we take a look at the
home we now live in. We didn’t fall immediately in love with it after looking at the online listing, so
didn’t pursue it at the time and continued looking at other options.

After Christmas that year, we saw that the house was still for sale. We asked the listing agent to
setup a viewing. Soon after we viewed it a second time with Laura’s mum and dad, and then after
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that things moved quickly (as they do), and we put in an offer in February 2019 which was declined in
favour of another purchaser. Later that month, the first offer fell through and we were invited to make
another offer, which was accepted.

When we purchased the home, | also emailed Council officers advising them of the house purchase
and invited them to raise any issues. There were no legal issues identified, and | was given general
advice on how to best manage homeownership in terms of Council’s planning processes.

So — why am | telling you all of this?

When | was standing for Mayor last year, and close to the election, a number of my political
opponents were busy making a number of allegations about the purchase of our family home.

For those who aren’t familiar with the Upper Fitzherbert area in Wainuiomata, it has long been
identified as a potential site for housing development. It is one of the few remaining areas of rural
land in the Hutt, where large scale housing development is possible.

This was flagged in the Hutt City Council’s Urban Growth Strategy in 2012-2032. People have also,
for years, advocated for a second access way in the area, in part to support the development of
housing.

Regardless of these long term visions, there are no plans or budget in the pipeline to rezone the area
to allow for development of this scale. In fact, Council staff confirmed this when they released all
information related to Wainuiomata North in December last year.

Despite much of the thinking and reports being public, my opponents claim | learned about detailed
plans as a Councillor, and then sought to buy a house in an area where | would financially benefit.

Along with staff, councillors, and stakeholders at the end of 2018 | did attend a session run by
consultants who described work as “blue sky thinking”, and were in part based on potential
development plans from 1976.

My political opponents said | had received detailed private briefings about potential
development. According to them, | then used that information to pursue a private sale for our
home.

Those things aren’t true.

But still, my political opponents wrote a complaint to authorities, and then aggressively shopped the
story around to journalists in Wellington and all the way up to Auckland.

This was all happening in late August and early September, just before voting in the local body
elections opened. It doesn’t take a rocket scientist to figure out the allegations had a political
motivation to them.

| spoke at length with journalists, answering questions, providing information — and the journalists, in
turn, spoke to Hutt City Council staff, the real estate agents we dealt with, our neighbours, local
government experts, and anyone else they needed to speak to in order to test the veracity of the
claims being made.

Every single journalist and news editor declined to print the story. There was simply nothing in it, and
no facts to back up the allegations that were being made.

The authorities also assessed what was being alleged, and declined to look at the matter any
further.

So, again — why am [ telling you all of this?

It has now been about a year since that group of people started to shop the story around about our
family home.



So it was a bit surprising to learn recently that journalists had again been approached, with the same
allegations, by the same people, seeking to inflict the same damage.

Today I've decided I've had enough of this kind of politics.

While | know who is behind the complaints, there’s no benefit in naming them. | know they have a
political axe to grind, and that the allegations have time and again been debunked.

And it's not that | am above reproach, or questions being asked. Questions have been asked. A lot
of them. I've been upfront and honest about absolutely everything. It speaks for itself that there
hasn’t been anything of substance to report on.

But instead of continuing to go over these things again, by journalists who are seeing half-baked
allegations for the first time, I'm going to explain them to you directly.

Some people say that “explaining is losing”. | personally give the public a lot more credit than that,
and think people are smart enough and experienced enough to make their own judgments. In this
circumstance, I'm confident the facts speak for themselves.

| was elected Mayor last year with a promise to always be open and transparent, and to tell things
how they are. This might mean that we may not always agree, but you can be confident I've listened
and been upfront with you in response.

As many will know, buying a home is generally a happy time in your life. Instead, my family has been
under constant stress from these allegations which have, and continue to come up.

Rumors and innuendos are not what people are interested in, nor is petty and dirty politics. The
people | speak with want their elected officials to focus on the issues that matter. Housing,
infrastructure, our environment, and building back better from COVID-19.

Those issues will always be my focus, and will continue to be my focus. Part of this is directly
addressing this issue, which is a distraction from everything else.

So there itis. The story of my family home purchase in about 1000 words.

And if you have any questions at all, don’t hesitate to flick me a message, or send me an email. ['ll
do my best to respond to everyone.

Kind regards,

Campbell Barry
Mayor of Lower Hutt




From:

Sent: Saturday, 5 September 2020 2:58 AM
To: Campbell Barry

Subject: Re: A long, but important message

Thank you for your email. I believe that when people start trying to undermine yourself or any politician it's
generally because they don't have the nouse or ability to promote themselves in a favourable light. The

fact that they need to resort to dirty tactics speaks volumes. You have our continued support . ©O©)

On Fri, 4 Sep 2020, 6:39 pm Mayor Campbell Barry, <campbell.barry@huttcity.govt.nz> wrote:

i

| am writing to you this evening to clarify the purchase of my family home in Wainuiomata.

As a Councillor and as Mayor | have always been transparent, upfront, and honest about issues — it's an approach |
consider to underpin everything | have done since | was elected to the Wainuiomata Community Board in 2010.

However, it’s still a bit unusual to be in a position to have to talk to you about the home my wife Laura and |
purchased last year in Wainuiomata.

Along with my mother and father in law, my wife and | were fortunate enough to buy a beautiful home with some land
on Upper Fitzherbert Road.

We were looking for something rural, with the ability to accommodate Laura and me, as well as her mum and
dad. Ultimately we were also looking with a view to a future family, and room to grow.

When we were looking to move at the end of 2018, we looked at houses right across the Hutt. It will not surprise you
that being Wainuiomata born and bred, | was pretty keen to keep living locally. We viewed a handful of houses in
Wainuiomata, and we put offers on two houses that were not accepted.

In December of that year, our real estate agent reached out and suggested we take a look at the home we now live
in. We didn’t fall immediately in love with it after looking at the online listing, so didn’t pursue it at the time and
continued looking at other options.

After Christmas that year, we saw that the house was still for sale. We asked the listing agent to setup a

viewing. Soon after we viewed it a second time with Laura’s mum and dad, and then after that things moved quickly
(as they do), and we put in an offer in February 2019 which was declined in favour of another purchaser. Later that
month, the first offer fell through and we were invited to make another offer, which was accepted.

When we purchased the home, | also emailed Council officers advising them of the house purchase and invited them
to raise any issues. There were no legal issues identified, and | was given general advice on how to best manage
homeownership in terms of Council’s planning processes.

So — why am | telling you all of this?

When | was standing for Mayor last year, and close to the election, a number of my political opponents were busy
making a number of allegations about the purchase of our family home.

For those who aren’t familiar with the Upper Fitzherbert area in Wainuiomata, it has long been identified as a
potential site for housing development. It is one of the few remaining areas of rural land in the Hutt, where large
scale housing development is possible.

This was flagged in the Hutt City Council’s Urban Growth Strategy in 2012-2032. People have also, for years,
advocated for a second access way in the area, in part to support the development of housing.
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Regardless of these long term visions, there are no plans or budget in the pipeline to rezone the area to allow for
development of this scale. In fact, Council staff confirmed this when they released all information related to
Wainuiomata North in December last year.

Despite much of the thinking and reports being public, my opponents claim | learned about detailed plans as a
Councillor, and then sought to buy a house in an area where | would financially benefit.

Along with staff, councillors, and stakeholders at the end of 2018 | did attend a session run by consultants who
described work as “blue sky thinking”, and were in part based on potential development plans from 1976.

My political opponents said | had received detailed private briefings about potential development. According to
them, | then used that information to pursue a private sale for our home.

Those things aren’t true.

But still, my political opponents wrote a complaint to authorities, and then aggressively shopped the story around to
journalists in Wellington and all the way up to Auckland.

This was all happening in late August and early September, just before voting in the local body elections opened. It
doesn’t take a rocket scientist to figure out the allegations had a political motivation to them.

| spoke at length with journalists, answering questions, providing information — and the journalists, in turn, spoke to
Hutt City Council staff, the real estate agents we dealt with, our neighbours, local government experts, and anyone
else they needed to speak to in order to test the veracity of the claims being made.

Every single journalist and news editor declined to print the story. There was simply nothing in it, and no facts to
back up the allegations that were being made.

The authorities also assessed what was being alleged, and declined to look at the matter any further.
So, again — why am | telling you all of this?
It has now been about a year since that group of people started to shop the story around about our family home.

So it was a bit surprising to learn recently that journalists had again been approached, with the same allegations, by
the same people, seeking to inflict the same damage.

Today I've decided I've had enough of this kind of politics.

While | know who is behind the complaints, there’s no benefit in naming them. | know they have a political axe to
grind, and that the allegations have time and again been debunked.

And it's not that | am above reproach, or questions being asked. Questions have been asked. A lot of them. I've
been upfront and honest about absolutely everything. It speaks for itself that there hasn’t been anything of
substance to report on.

But instead of continuing to go over these things again, by journalists who are seeing half-baked allegations for the
first time, I’'m going to explain them to you directly.

Some people say that “explaining is losing”. | personally give the public a lot more credit than that, and think people
are smart enough and experienced enough to make their own judgments. In this circumstance, I'm confident the
facts speak for themselves.

| was elected Mayor last year with a promise to always be open and transparent, and to tell things how they
are. This might mean that we may not always agree, but you can be confident I've listened and been upfront with
you in response.

As many will know, buying a home is generally a happy time in your life. Instead, my family has been under constant
stress from these allegations which have, and continue to come up.



Rumors and innuendos are not what people are interested in, nor is petty and dirty politics. The people | speak with
want their elected officials to focus on the issues that matter. Housing, infrastructure, our environment, and building
back better from COVID-19.

Those issues will always be my focus, and will continue to be my focus. Part of this is directly addressing this issue,
which is a distraction from everything else.

So there itis. The story of my family home purchase in about 1000 words.

And if you have any questions at all, don’t hesitate to flick me a message, or send me an email. I'll do my best to
respond to everyone.

Kind regards,

Campbell Barry
Mayor of Lower Hutt




From:

Sent: Saturday, 5 September 2020 12:30 AM
To: Campbell Barry

Subject: Re: A long, but important message

Campbell, first and foremost the upper fitzherbert area needs to be rezoned. It has nothing to do with you at
all. You need to get behind it 100 percent and make it happen. Rezoning will advance the second access
into Wainuiomata and can only benefit Wainuiomata in the long term. Don't derail this process for political
expedience. You should also push hard on the Petone to Grrnada link and cross valley through Whites Line.
You're on the right track. Wainuiomata is up and coming and it would be foolish to impede it for a political
stoush.

On Fri, 4 Sep 2020, 18:39 Mayor Campbell Barry, <campbell.barry@huttcity.govt.nz> wrote:

i

| am writing to you this evening to clarify the purchase of my family home in Wainuiomata.

As a Councillor and as Mayor | have always been transparent, upfront, and honest about issues — it's an approach |
consider to underpin everything | have done since | was elected to the Wainuiomata Community Board in 2010.

However, it’s still a bit unusual to be in a position to have to talk to you about the home my wife Laura and |
purchased last year in Wainuiomata.

Along with my mother and father in law, my wife and | were fortunate enough to buy a beautiful home with some land
on Upper Fitzherbert Road.

We were looking for something rural, with the ability to accommodate Laura and me, as well as her mum and
dad. Ultimately we were also looking with a view to a future family, and room to grow.

When we were looking to move at the end of 2018, we looked at houses right across the Hutt. It will not surprise you
that being Wainuiomata born and bred, | was pretty keen to keep living locally. We viewed a handful of houses in
Wainuiomata, and we put offers on two houses that were not accepted.

In December of that year, our real estate agent reached out and suggested we take a look at the home we now live
in. We didn’t fall immediately in love with it after looking at the online listing, so didn’t pursue it at the time and
continued looking at other options.

After Christmas that year, we saw that the house was still for sale. We asked the listing agent to setup a

viewing. Soon after we viewed it a second time with Laura’s mum and dad, and then after that things moved quickly
(as they do), and we put in an offer in February 2019 which was declined in favour of another purchaser. Later that
month, the first offer fell through and we were invited to make another offer, which was accepted.

When we purchased the home, | also emailed Council officers advising them of the house purchase and invited them
to raise any issues. There were no legal issues identified, and | was given general advice on how to best manage
homeownership in terms of Council’s planning processes.

So — why am | telling you all of this?

When | was standing for Mayor last year, and close to the election, a number of my political opponents were busy
making a number of allegations about the purchase of our family home.

For those who aren’t familiar with the Upper Fitzherbert area in Wainuiomata, it has long been identified as a
potential site for housing development. It is one of the few remaining areas of rural land in the Hutt, where large
scale housing development is possible.



This was flagged in the Hutt City Council’s Urban Growth Strategy in 2012-2032. People have also, for years,
advocated for a second access way in the area, in part to support the development of housing.

Regardless of these long term visions, there are no plans or budget in the pipeline to rezone the area to allow for
development of this scale. In fact, Council staff confirmed this when they released all information related to
Wainuiomata North in December last year.

Despite much of the thinking and reports being public, my opponents claim | learned about detailed plans as a
Councillor, and then sought to buy a house in an area where | would financially benefit.

Along with staff, councillors, and stakeholders at the end of 2018 | did attend a session run by consultants who
described work as “blue sky thinking”, and were in part based on potential development plans from 1976.

My political opponents said | had received detailed private briefings about potential development. According to
them, | then used that information to pursue a private sale for our home.

Those things aren’t true.

But still, my political opponents wrote a complaint to authorities, and then aggressively shopped the story around to
journalists in Wellington and all the way up to Auckland.

This was all happening in late August and early September, just before voting in the local body elections opened. It
doesn’t take a rocket scientist to figure out the allegations had a political motivation to them.

| spoke at length with journalists, answering questions, providing information — and the journalists, in turn, spoke to
Hutt City Council staff, the real estate agents we dealt with, our neighbours, local government experts, and anyone
else they needed to speak to in order to test the veracity of the claims being made.

Every single journalist and news editor declined to print the story. There was simply nothing in it, and no facts to
back up the allegations that were being made.

The authorities also assessed what was being alleged, and declined to look at the matter any further.
So, again — why am | telling you all of this?
It has now been about a year since that group of people started to shop the story around about our family home.

So it was a bit surprising to learn recently that journalists had again been approached, with the same allegations, by
the same people, seeking to inflict the same damage.

Today I've decided I've had enough of this kind of politics.

While | know who is behind the complaints, there’s no benefit in naming them. | know they have a political axe to
grind, and that the allegations have time and again been debunked.

And it's not that | am above reproach, or questions being asked. Questions have been asked. A lot of them. I've
been upfront and honest about absolutely everything. It speaks for itself that there hasn’t been anything of
substance to report on.

But instead of continuing to go over these things again, by journalists who are seeing half-baked allegations for the
first time, I’'m going to explain them to you directly.

Some people say that “explaining is losing”. | personally give the public a lot more credit than that, and think people
are smart enough and experienced enough to make their own judgments. In this circumstance, I’'m confident the
facts speak for themselves.

| was elected Mayor last year with a promise to always be open and transparent, and to tell things how they
are. This might mean that we may not always agree, but you can be confident I've listened and been upfront with
you in response.



As many will know, buying a home is generally a happy time in your life. Instead, my family has been under constant
stress from these allegations which have, and continue to come up.

Rumors and innuendos are not what people are interested in, nor is petty and dirty politics. The people | speak with
want their elected officials to focus on the issues that matter. Housing, infrastructure, our environment, and building
back better from COVID-19.

Those issues will always be my focus, and will continue to be my focus. Part of this is directly addressing this issue,
which is a distraction from everything else.

So there itis. The story of my family home purchase in about 1000 words.

And if you have any questions at all, don’t hesitate to flick me a message, or send me an email. I'll do my best to
respond to everyone.

Kind regards,

Campbell Barry
Mayor of Lower Hutt




From:

Sent: Saturday, 5 September 2020 12:09 AM
To: Campbell Barry

Subject: Re: A long, but important message

DONT EVEN...Im not reading it and dont you ever think you have to justifye yourself to

Get Outlook for Android

From: Mayor Campbell Barry <campbell.barry@huttcity.govt.nz>
Sent: Friday, September 4, 2020 6:39:06 PM

To:

Subject: A long, but important message

i
| am writing to you this evening to clarify the purchase of my family home in Wainuiomata.

As a Councillor and as Mayor | have always been transparent, upfront, and honest about issues — it's an approach |
consider to underpin everything | have done since | was elected to the Wainuiomata Community Board in 2010.

However, it’s still a bit unusual to be in a position to have to talk to you about the home my wife Laura and |
purchased last year in Wainuiomata.

Along with my mother and father in law, my wife and | were fortunate enough to buy a beautiful home with some land
on Upper Fitzherbert Road.

We were looking for something rural, with the ability to accommodate Laura and me, as well as her mum and
dad. Ultimately we were also looking with a view to a future family, and room to grow.

When we were looking to move at the end of 2018, we looked at houses right across the Hutt. It will not surprise you
that being Wainuiomata born and bred, | was pretty keen to keep living locally. We viewed a handful of houses in
Wainuiomata, and we put offers on two houses that were not accepted.

In December of that year, our real estate agent reached out and suggested we take a look at the home we now live
in. We didn’t fall immediately in love with it after looking at the online listing, so didn’t pursue it at the time and
continued looking at other options.

After Christmas that year, we saw that the house was still for sale. We asked the listing agent to setup a

viewing. Soon after we viewed it a second time with Laura’s mum and dad, and then after that things moved quickly
(as they do), and we put in an offer in February 2019 which was declined in favour of another purchaser. Later that
month, the first offer fell through and we were invited to make another offer, which was accepted.

When we purchased the home, | also emailed Council officers advising them of the house purchase and invited them
to raise any issues. There were no legal issues identified, and | was given general advice on how to best manage
homeownership in terms of Council’s planning processes.

So — why am | telling you all of this?

When | was standing for Mayor last year, and close to the election, a number of my political opponents were busy
making a number of allegations about the purchase of our family home.



For those who aren’t familiar with the Upper Fitzherbert area in Wainuiomata, it has long been identified as a potential
site for housing development. It is one of the few remaining areas of rural land in the Hutt, where large scale housing
development is possible.

This was flagged in the Hutt City Council’s Urban Growth Strategy in 2012-2032. People have also, for years,
advocated for a second access way in the area, in part to support the development of housing.

Regardless of these long term visions, there are no plans or budget in the pipeline to rezone the area to allow for
development of this scale. In fact, Council staff confirmed this when they released all information related to
Wainuiomata North in December last year.

Despite much of the thinking and reports being public, my opponents claim | learned about detailed plans as a
Councillor, and then sought to buy a house in an area where | would financially benefit.

Along with staff, councillors, and stakeholders at the end of 2018 | did attend a session run by consultants who
described work as “blue sky thinking”, and were in part based on potential development plans from 1976.

My political opponents said | had received detailed private briefings about potential development. According to them,
| then used that information to pursue a private sale for our home.

Those things aren’t true.

But still, my political opponents wrote a complaint to authorities, and then aggressively shopped the story around to
journalists in Wellington and all the way up to Auckland.

This was all happening in late August and early September, just before voting in the local body elections opened. It
doesn’t take a rocket scientist to figure out the allegations had a political motivation to them.

| spoke at length with journalists, answering questions, providing information — and the journalists, in turn, spoke to
Hutt City Council staff, the real estate agents we dealt with, our neighbours, local government experts, and anyone
else they needed to speak to in order to test the veracity of the claims being made.

Every single journalist and news editor declined to print the story. There was simply nothing in it, and no facts to back
up the allegations that were being made.

The authorities also assessed what was being alleged, and declined to look at the matter any further.
So, again — why am | telling you all of this?
It has now been about a year since that group of people started to shop the story around about our family home.

So it was a bit surprising to learn recently that journalists had again been approached, with the same allegations, by
the same people, seeking to inflict the same damage.

Today I've decided I've had enough of this kind of politics.

While | know who is behind the complaints, there’s no benefit in naming them. | know they have a political axe to
grind, and that the allegations have time and again been debunked.

And it's not that | am above reproach, or questions being asked. Questions have been asked. A lot of them. I've
been upfront and honest about absolutely everything. It speaks for itself that there hasn’t been anything of substance
to report on.

But instead of continuing to go over these things again, by journalists who are seeing half-baked allegations for the
first time, I’'m going to explain them to you directly.

Some people say that “explaining is losing”. | personally give the public a lot more credit than that, and think people
are smart enough and experienced enough to make their own judgments. In this circumstance, I'm confident the facts
speak for themselves.

| was elected Mayor last year with a promise to always be open and transparent, and to tell things how they are. This
might mean that we may not always agree, but you can be confident I've listened and been upfront with you in
response.



As many will know, buying a home is generally a happy time in your life. Instead, my family has been under constant
stress from these allegations which have, and continue to come up.

Rumors and innuendos are not what people are interested in, nor is petty and dirty politics. The people | speak with
want their elected officials to focus on the issues that matter. Housing, infrastructure, our environment, and building
back better from COVID-19.

Those issues will always be my focus, and will continue to be my focus. Part of this is directly addressing this issue,
which is a distraction from everything else.

So there itis. The story of my family home purchase in about 1000 words.

And if you have any questions at all, don’t hesitate to flick me a message, or send me an email. I'll do my best to
respond to everyone.

Kind regards,

Campbell Barry
Mayor of Lower Hutt




From:

Sent: Friday, 4 September 2020 11:14 PM
To: Campbell Barry

Subject: RE: A long, but important message

Kia ora Campbell.

In business and politics there is always going to be people who have an axe to grind because whatever you say or do
goes against their own agendas. They will go to all lengths to discredit you, even to the extent of telling outright lies.

Personally, | think you are handling this exactly the way you should, with dignity. This will set you in good stead with
all your supporters, and you have more supporters than they do.

| think you are doing a fantastic job. | didn’t vote for you but you get it now.

Kia kaha

From: Mayor Campbell Barry [mailto:campbell.barry@huttcity.govt.nz]
Sent: 04 September, 2020 6:39 PM
To:
Subject: A long, but important message

i .

| am writing to you this evening to clarify the purchase of my family home in Wainuiomata.

As a Councillor and as Mayor | have always been transparent, upfront, and honest about issues — it's an approach |
consider to underpin everything | have done since | was elected to the Wainuiomata Community Board in 2010.

However, it’s still a bit unusual to be in a position to have to talk to you about the home my wife Laura and |
purchased last year in Wainuiomata.

Along with my mother and father in law, my wife and | were fortunate enough to buy a beautiful home with some land
on Upper Fitzherbert Road.

We were looking for something rural, with the ability to accommodate Laura and me, as well as her mum and
dad. Ultimately we were also looking with a view to a future family, and room to grow.

When we were looking to move at the end of 2018, we looked at houses right across the Hutt. It will not surprise you
that being Wainuiomata born and bred, | was pretty keen to keep living locally. We viewed a handful of houses in
Wainuiomata, and we put offers on two houses that were not accepted.

In December of that year, our real estate agent reached out and suggested we take a look at the home we now live
in. We didn’t fall immediately in love with it after looking at the online listing, so didn’t pursue it at the time and
continued looking at other options.

After Christmas that year, we saw that the house was still for sale. We asked the listing agent to setup a

viewing. Soon after we viewed it a second time with Laura’s mum and dad, and then after that things moved quickly
(as they do), and we put in an offer in February 2019 which was declined in favour of another purchaser. Later that
month, the first offer fell through and we were invited to make another offer, which was accepted.



When we purchased the home, | also emailed Council officers advising them of the house purchase and invited them
to raise any issues. There were no legal issues identified, and | was given general advice on how to best manage
homeownership in terms of Council’s planning processes.

So — why am | telling you all of this?

When | was standing for Mayor last year, and close to the election, a number of my political opponents were busy
making a number of allegations about the purchase of our family home.

For those who aren’t familiar with the Upper Fitzherbert area in Wainuiomata, it has long been identified as a potential
site for housing development. It is one of the few remaining areas of rural land in the Hutt, where large scale housing
development is possible.

This was flagged in the Hutt City Council’s Urban Growth Strategy in 2012-2032. People have also, for years,
advocated for a second access way in the area, in part to support the development of housing.

Regardless of these long term visions, there are no plans or budget in the pipeline to rezone the area to allow for
development of this scale. In fact, Council staff confirmed this when they released all information related to
Wainuiomata North in December last year.

Despite much of the thinking and reports being public, my opponents claim | learned about detailed plans as a
Councillor, and then sought to buy a house in an area where | would financially benefit.

Along with staff, councillors, and stakeholders at the end of 2018 | did attend a session run by consultants who
described work as “blue sky thinking”, and were in part based on potential development plans from 1976.

My political opponents said | had received detailed private briefings about potential development. According to them,
| then used that information to pursue a private sale for our home.

Those things aren’t true.

But still, my political opponents wrote a complaint to authorities, and then aggressively shopped the story around to
journalists in Wellington and all the way up to Auckland.

This was all happening in late August and early September, just before voting in the local body elections opened. It
doesn’t take a rocket scientist to figure out the allegations had a political motivation to them.

| spoke at length with journalists, answering questions, providing information — and the journalists, in turn, spoke to
Hutt City Council staff, the real estate agents we dealt with, our neighbours, local government experts, and anyone
else they needed to speak to in order to test the veracity of the claims being made.

Every single journalist and news editor declined to print the story. There was simply nothing in it, and no facts to back
up the allegations that were being made.

The authorities also assessed what was being alleged, and declined to look at the matter any further.
So, again — why am | telling you all of this?
It has now been about a year since that group of people started to shop the story around about our family home.

So it was a bit surprising to learn recently that journalists had again been approached, with the same allegations, by
the same people, seeking to inflict the same damage.

Today I've decided I've had enough of this kind of politics.

While | know who is behind the complaints, there’s no benefit in naming them. | know they have a political axe to
grind, and that the allegations have time and again been debunked.

And it's not that | am above reproach, or questions being asked. Questions have been asked. A lot of them. I've
been upfront and honest about absolutely everything. It speaks for itself that there hasn’t been anything of substance
to report on.

But instead of continuing to go over these things again, by journalists who are seeing half-baked allegations for the
first time, I’'m going to explain them to you directly.



Some people say that “explaining is losing”. | personally give the public a lot more credit than that, and think people
are smart enough and experienced enough to make their own judgments. In this circumstance, I'm confident the facts
speak for themselves.

| was elected Mayor last year with a promise to always be open and transparent, and to tell things how they are. This
might mean that we may not always agree, but you can be confident I've listened and been upfront with you in
response.

As many will know, buying a home is generally a happy time in your life. Instead, my family has been under constant
stress from these allegations which have, and continue to come up.

Rumors and innuendos are not what people are interested in, nor is petty and dirty politics. The people | speak with
want their elected officials to focus on the issues that matter. Housing, infrastructure, our environment, and building
back better from COVID-19.

Those issues will always be my focus, and will continue to be my focus. Part of this is directly addressing this issue,
which is a distraction from everything else.

So there itis. The story of my family home purchase in about 1000 words.

And if you have any questions at all, don’t hesitate to flick me a message, or send me an email. I'll do my best to
respond to everyone.

Kind regards,

Campbell Barry
Mayor of Lower Hutt




From:

Sent: Friday, 4 September 2020 11:13 PM
To: Campbell Barry

Subject: Re: A long, but important message
Sir

I don't know which PR Consultant you hired, but you've just made me aware of something I had no idea
about! I'd have thought this would have come and gone in the next news cycle. You seem to have acted
appropriately.

On Fri, 4 Sep 2020 at 18:39, Mayor Campbell Barry <campbell.barry@huttcity.govt.nz> wrote:

i

| am writing to you this evening to clarify the purchase of my family home in Wainuiomata.

As a Councillor and as Mayor | have always been transparent, upfront, and honest about issues — it's an approach |
consider to underpin everything | have done since | was elected to the Wainuiomata Community Board in 2010.

However, it’s still a bit unusual to be in a position to have to talk to you about the home my wife Laura and |
purchased last year in Wainuiomata.

Along with my mother and father in law, my wife and | were fortunate enough to buy a beautiful home with some land
on Upper Fitzherbert Road.

We were looking for something rural, with the ability to accommodate Laura and me, as well as her mum and
dad. Ultimately we were also looking with a view to a future family, and room to grow.

When we were looking to move at the end of 2018, we looked at houses right across the Hutt. It will not surprise you
that being Wainuiomata born and bred, | was pretty keen to keep living locally. We viewed a handful of houses in
Wainuiomata, and we put offers on two houses that were not accepted.

In December of that year, our real estate agent reached out and suggested we take a look at the home we now live
in. We didn’t fall immediately in love with it after looking at the online listing, so didn’t pursue it at the time and
continued looking at other options.

After Christmas that year, we saw that the house was still for sale. We asked the listing agent to setup a

viewing. Soon after we viewed it a second time with Laura’s mum and dad, and then after that things moved quickly
(as they do), and we put in an offer in February 2019 which was declined in favour of another purchaser. Later that
month, the first offer fell through and we were invited to make another offer, which was accepted.

When we purchased the home, | also emailed Council officers advising them of the house purchase and invited them
to raise any issues. There were no legal issues identified, and | was given general advice on how to best manage
homeownership in terms of Council’s planning processes.

So — why am | telling you all of this?

When | was standing for Mayor last year, and close to the election, a number of my political opponents were busy
making a number of allegations about the purchase of our family home.

For those who aren’t familiar with the Upper Fitzherbert area in Wainuiomata, it has long been identified as a
potential site for housing development. It is one of the few remaining areas of rural land in the Hutt, where large
scale housing development is possible.

This was flagged in the Hutt City Council’s Urban Growth Strategy in 2012-2032. People have also, for years,
advocated for a second access way in the area, in part to support the development of housing.
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Regardless of these long term visions, there are no plans or budget in the pipeline to rezone the area to allow for
development of this scale. In fact, Council staff confirmed this when they released all information related to
Wainuiomata North in December last year.

Despite much of the thinking and reports being public, my opponents claim | learned about detailed plans as a
Councillor, and then sought to buy a house in an area where | would financially benefit.

Along with staff, councillors, and stakeholders at the end of 2018 | did attend a session run by consultants who
described work as “blue sky thinking”, and were in part based on potential development plans from 1976.

My political opponents said | had received detailed private briefings about potential development. According to
them, | then used that information to pursue a private sale for our home.

Those things aren’t true.

But still, my political opponents wrote a complaint to authorities, and then aggressively shopped the story around to
journalists in Wellington and all the way up to Auckland.

This was all happening in late August and early September, just before voting in the local body elections opened. It
doesn’t take a rocket scientist to figure out the allegations had a political motivation to them.

| spoke at length with journalists, answering questions, providing information — and the journalists, in turn, spoke to
Hutt City Council staff, the real estate agents we dealt with, our neighbours, local government experts, and anyone
else they needed to speak to in order to test the veracity of the claims being made.

Every single journalist and news editor declined to print the story. There was simply nothing in it, and no facts to
back up the allegations that were being made.

The authorities also assessed what was being alleged, and declined to look at the matter any further.
So, again — why am | telling you all of this?
It has now been about a year since that group of people started to shop the story around about our family home.

So it was a bit surprising to learn recently that journalists had again been approached, with the same allegations, by
the same people, seeking to inflict the same damage.

Today I've decided I've had enough of this kind of politics.

While | know who is behind the complaints, there’s no benefit in naming them. | know they have a political axe to
grind, and that the allegations have time and again been debunked.

And it's not that | am above reproach, or questions being asked. Questions have been asked. A lot of them. I've
been upfront and honest about absolutely everything. It speaks for itself that there hasn’t been anything of
substance to report on.

But instead of continuing to go over these things again, by journalists who are seeing half-baked allegations for the
first time, I’'m going to explain them to you directly.

Some people say that “explaining is losing”. | personally give the public a lot more credit than that, and think people
are smart enough and experienced enough to make their own judgments. In this circumstance, I'm confident the
facts speak for themselves.

| was elected Mayor last year with a promise to always be open and transparent, and to tell things how they
are. This might mean that we may not always agree, but you can be confident I've listened and been upfront with
you in response.

As many will know, buying a home is generally a happy time in your life. Instead, my family has been under constant
stress from these allegations which have, and continue to come up.



Rumors and innuendos are not what people are interested in, nor is petty and dirty politics. The people | speak with
want their elected officials to focus on the issues that matter. Housing, infrastructure, our environment, and building
back better from COVID-19.

Those issues will always be my focus, and will continue to be my focus. Part of this is directly addressing this issue,
which is a distraction from everything else.

So there it is. The story of my family home purchase in about 1000 words.

And if you have any questions at all, don’t hesitate to flick me a message, or send me an email. I'll do my best to
respond to everyone.

Kind regards,

Campbell Barry
Mayor of Lower Hutt
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From:

Sent: Friday, 4 September 2020 10:32 PM
To: Campbell Barry

Subject: Re: A long, but important message

4th September 2020
Dear Mayor Campbell Barry

Thanks for emailing me and explain the current situation about your personal issues. I appreciate your
transparency since day one, but I don't think there's nothing you can concern about it if you know you are
doing the right thing and you don't need to waste your energy trying to prove yourself like what you said the
truth will come out. But heads up and accomplish more for our Community kia ka. Thanks

Kind Regards

On 4/09/2020 6:39 pm, Mayor Campbell Barry <campbell.barry@hutteity.govt.nz> wrote:

i
| am writing to you this evening to clarify the purchase of my family home in Wainuiomata.

As a Councillor and as Mayor | have always been transparent, upfront, and honest about issues — it's an approach |
consider to underpin everything | have done since | was elected to the Wainuiomata Community Board in 2010.

However, it’s still a bit unusual to be in a position to have to talk to you about the home my wife Laura and |
purchased last year in Wainuiomata.

Along with my mother and father in law, my wife and | were fortunate enough to buy a beautiful home with some land
on Upper Fitzherbert Road.

We were looking for something rural, with the ability to accommodate Laura and me, as well as her mum and
dad. Ultimately we were also looking with a view to a future family, and room to grow.

When we were looking to move at the end of 2018, we looked at houses right across the Hutt. It will not surprise you
that being Wainuiomata born and bred, | was pretty keen to keep living locally. We viewed a handful of houses in
Wainuiomata, and we put offers on two houses that were not accepted.

In December of that year, our real estate agent reached out and suggested we take a look at the home we now live
in. We didn’t fall immediately in love with it after looking at the online listing, so didn’t pursue it at the time and
continued looking at other options.

After Christmas that year, we saw that the house was still for sale. We asked the listing agent to setup a

viewing. Soon after we viewed it a second time with Laura’s mum and dad, and then after that things moved quickly
(as they do), and we put in an offer in February 2019 which was declined in favour of another purchaser. Later that
month, the first offer fell through and we were invited to make another offer, which was accepted.

When we purchased the home, | also emailed Council officers advising them of the house purchase and invited them
to raise any issues. There were no legal issues identified, and | was given general advice on how to best manage
homeownership in terms of Council’s planning processes.



So — why am | telling you all of this?

When | was standing for Mayor last year, and close to the election, a number of my political opponents were busy
making a number of allegations about the purchase of our family home.

For those who aren’t familiar with the Upper Fitzherbert area in Wainuiomata, it has long been identified as a potential
site for housing development. It is one of the few remaining areas of rural land in the Hutt, where large scale housing
development is possible.

This was flagged in the Hutt City Council’s Urban Growth Strategy in 2012-2032. People have also, for years,
advocated for a second access way in the area, in part to support the development of housing.

Regardless of these long term visions, there are no plans or budget in the pipeline to rezone the area to allow for
development of this scale. In fact, Council staff confirmed this when they released all information related to
Wainuiomata North in December last year.

Despite much of the thinking and reports being public, my opponents claim | learned about detailed plans as a
Councillor, and then sought to buy a house in an area where | would financially benefit.

Along with staff, councillors, and stakeholders at the end of 2018 | did attend a session run by consultants who
described work as “blue sky thinking”, and were in part based on potential development plans from 1976.

My political opponents said | had received detailed private briefings about potential development. According to them,
| then used that information to pursue a private sale for our home.

Those things aren’t true.

But still, my political opponents wrote a complaint to authorities, and then aggressively shopped the story around to
journalists in Wellington and all the way up to Auckland.

This was all happening in late August and early September, just before voting in the local body elections opened. It
doesn’t take a rocket scientist to figure out the allegations had a political motivation to them.

| spoke at length with journalists, answering questions, providing information — and the journalists, in turn, spoke to
Hutt City Council staff, the real estate agents we dealt with, our neighbours, local government experts, and anyone
else they needed to speak to in order to test the veracity of the claims being made.

Every single journalist and news editor declined to print the story. There was simply nothing in it, and no facts to back
up the allegations that were being made.

The authorities also assessed what was being alleged, and declined to look at the matter any further.
So, again — why am | telling you all of this?
It has now been about a year since that group of people started to shop the story around about our family home.

So it was a bit surprising to learn recently that journalists had again been approached, with the same allegations, by
the same people, seeking to inflict the same damage.

Today I've decided I've had enough of this kind of politics.

While | know who is behind the complaints, there’s no benefit in naming them. | know they have a political axe to
grind, and that the allegations have time and again been debunked.

And it's not that | am above reproach, or questions being asked. Questions have been asked. A lot of them. I've
been upfront and honest about absolutely everything. It speaks for itself that there hasn’t been anything of substance
to report on.

But instead of continuing to go over these things again, by journalists who are seeing half-baked allegations for the
first time, I’'m going to explain them to you directly.



Some people say that “explaining is losing”. | personally give the public a lot more credit than that, and think people
are smart enough and experienced enough to make their own judgments. In this circumstance, I'm confident the facts
speak for themselves.

| was elected Mayor last year with a promise to always be open and transparent, and to tell things how they are. This
might mean that we may not always agree, but you can be confident I've listened and been upfront with you in
response.

As many will know, buying a home is generally a happy time in your life. Instead, my family has been under constant
stress from these allegations which have, and continue to come up.

Rumors and innuendos are not what people are interested in, nor is petty and dirty politics. The people | speak with
want their elected officials to focus on the issues that matter. Housing, infrastructure, our environment, and building
back better from COVID-19.

Those issues will always be my focus, and will continue to be my focus. Part of this is directly addressing this issue,
which is a distraction from everything else.

So there itis. The story of my family home purchase in about 1000 words.

And if you have any questions at all, don’t hesitate to flick me a message, or send me an email. I'll do my best to
respond to everyone.

Kind regards,

Campbell Barry
Mayor of Lower Hutt




From:

Sent: Friday, 4 September 2020 10:31 PM
To: Campbell Barry

Subject: Re: A long, but important message

Although I have not heard any rumours, I appreciate you declaring the issue openly so we know the truth.
Thanks and may you and your whanau live in your house in peace!!

On Fri, 4 Sep 2020, 18:39 Mayor Campbell Barry <campbell.barry@huttcity.govt.nz> wrote:

i

| am writing to you this evening to clarify the purchase of my family home in Wainuiomata.

As a Councillor and as Mayor | have always been transparent, upfront, and honest about issues — it's an approach |
consider to underpin everything | have done since | was elected to the Wainuiomata Community Board in 2010.

However, it’s still a bit unusual to be in a position to have to talk to you about the home my wife Laura and |
purchased last year in Wainuiomata.

Along with my mother and father in law, my wife and | were fortunate enough to buy a beautiful home with some land
on Upper Fitzherbert Road.

We were looking for something rural, with the ability to accommodate Laura and me, as well as her mum and
dad. Ultimately we were also looking with a view to a future family, and room to grow.

When we were looking to move at the end of 2018, we looked at houses right across the Hutt. It will not surprise you
that being Wainuiomata born and bred, | was pretty keen to keep living locally. We viewed a handful of houses in
Wainuiomata, and we put offers on two houses that were not accepted.

In December of that year, our real estate agent reached out and suggested we take a look at the home we now live
in. We didn’t fall immediately in love with it after looking at the online listing, so didn’t pursue it at the time and
continued looking at other options.

After Christmas that year, we saw that the house was still for sale. We asked the listing agent to setup a

viewing. Soon after we viewed it a second time with Laura’s mum and dad, and then after that things moved quickly
(as they do), and we put in an offer in February 2019 which was declined in favour of another purchaser. Later that
month, the first offer fell through and we were invited to make another offer, which was accepted.

When we purchased the home, | also emailed Council officers advising them of the house purchase and invited them
to raise any issues. There were no legal issues identified, and | was given general advice on how to best manage
homeownership in terms of Council’s planning processes.

So — why am | telling you all of this?

When | was standing for Mayor last year, and close to the election, a number of my political opponents were busy
making a number of allegations about the purchase of our family home.

For those who aren’t familiar with the Upper Fitzherbert area in Wainuiomata, it has long been identified as a
potential site for housing development. It is one of the few remaining areas of rural land in the Hutt, where large
scale housing development is possible.

This was flagged in the Hutt City Council’s Urban Growth Strategy in 2012-2032. People have also, for years,
advocated for a second access way in the area, in part to support the development of housing.
1



Regardless of these long term visions, there are no plans or budget in the pipeline to rezone the area to allow for
development of this scale. In fact, Council staff confirmed this when they released all information related to
Wainuiomata North in December last year.

Despite much of the thinking and reports being public, my opponents claim | learned about detailed plans as a
Councillor, and then sought to buy a house in an area where | would financially benefit.

Along with staff, councillors, and stakeholders at the end of 2018 | did attend a session run by consultants who
described work as “blue sky thinking”, and were in part based on potential development plans from 1976.

My political opponents said | had received detailed private briefings about potential development. According to
them, | then used that information to pursue a private sale for our home.

Those things aren’t true.

But still, my political opponents wrote a complaint to authorities, and then aggressively shopped the story around to
journalists in Wellington and all the way up to Auckland.

This was all happening in late August and early September, just before voting in the local body elections opened. It
doesn’t take a rocket scientist to figure out the allegations had a political motivation to them.

| spoke at length with journalists, answering questions, providing information — and the journalists, in turn, spoke to
Hutt City Council staff, the real estate agents we dealt with, our neighbours, local government experts, and anyone
else they needed to speak to in order to test the veracity of the claims being made.

Every single journalist and news editor declined to print the story. There was simply nothing in it, and no facts to
back up the allegations that were being made.

The authorities also assessed what was being alleged, and declined to look at the matter any further.
So, again — why am | telling you all of this?
It has now been about a year since that group of people started to shop the story around about our family home.

So it was a bit surprising to learn recently that journalists had again been approached, with the same allegations, by
the same people, seeking to inflict the same damage.

Today I've decided I've had enough of this kind of politics.

While | know who is behind the complaints, there’s no benefit in naming them. | know they have a political axe to
grind, and that the allegations have time and again been debunked.

And it's not that | am above reproach, or questions being asked. Questions have been asked. A lot of them. I've
been upfront and honest about absolutely everything. It speaks for itself that there hasn’t been anything of
substance to report on.

But instead of continuing to go over these things again, by journalists who are seeing half-baked allegations for the
first time, I’'m going to explain them to you directly.

Some people say that “explaining is losing”. | personally give the public a lot more credit than that, and think people
are smart enough and experienced enough to make their own judgments. In this circumstance, I'm confident the
facts speak for themselves.

| was elected Mayor last year with a promise to always be open and transparent, and to tell things how they
are. This might mean that we may not always agree, but you can be confident I've listened and been upfront with
you in response.

As many will know, buying a home is generally a happy time in your life. Instead, my family has been under constant
stress from these allegations which have, and continue to come up.



Rumors and innuendos are not what people are interested in, nor is petty and dirty politics. The people | speak with
want their elected officials to focus on the issues that matter. Housing, infrastructure, our environment, and building
back better from COVID-19.

Those issues will always be my focus, and will continue to be my focus. Part of this is directly addressing this issue,
which is a distraction from everything else.

So there itis. The story of my family home purchase in about 1000 words.

And if you have any questions at all, don’t hesitate to flick me a message, or send me an email. I'll do my best to
respond to everyone.

Kind regards,

Campbell Barry
Mayor of Lower Hutt




From:

Sent: Friday, 4 September 2020 10:15 PM
To: Campbell Barry

Subject: Re: A long, but important message
Dear Mayor,

I am surprised that anyone would challenge your honesty and integrity. Thank you for all you have done for
Lower Hutt. Proud to have you as my Mayor.

Kind regards,

On Fri, Sep 4, 2020 at 6:39 PM Mayor Campbell Barry <campbell.barry@huttcity.govt.nz> wrote:

i .

| am writing to you this evening to clarify the purchase of my family home in Wainuiomata.

As a Councillor and as Mayor | have always been transparent, upfront, and honest about issues — it's an approach |
consider to underpin everything | have done since | was elected to the Wainuiomata Community Board in 2010.

However, it’s still a bit unusual to be in a position to have to talk to you about the home my wife Laura and |
purchased last year in Wainuiomata.

Along with my mother and father in law, my wife and | were fortunate enough to buy a beautiful home with some land
on Upper Fitzherbert Road.

We were looking for something rural, with the ability to accommodate Laura and me, as well as her mum and
dad. Ultimately we were also looking with a view to a future family, and room to grow.

When we were looking to move at the end of 2018, we looked at houses right across the Hutt. It will not surprise you
that being Wainuiomata born and bred, | was pretty keen to keep living locally. We viewed a handful of houses in
Wainuiomata, and we put offers on two houses that were not accepted.

In December of that year, our real estate agent reached out and suggested we take a look at the home we now live
in. We didn’t fall immediately in love with it after looking at the online listing, so didn’t pursue it at the time and
continued looking at other options.

After Christmas that year, we saw that the house was still for sale. We asked the listing agent to setup a

viewing. Soon after we viewed it a second time with Laura’s mum and dad, and then after that things moved quickly
(as they do), and we put in an offer in February 2019 which was declined in favour of another purchaser. Later that
month, the first offer fell through and we were invited to make another offer, which was accepted.

When we purchased the home, | also emailed Council officers advising them of the house purchase and invited them
to raise any issues. There were no legal issues identified, and | was given general advice on how to best manage
homeownership in terms of Council’s planning processes.

So — why am | telling you all of this?

When | was standing for Mayor last year, and close to the election, a number of my political opponents were busy
making a number of allegations about the purchase of our family home.



For those who aren’t familiar with the Upper Fitzherbert area in Wainuiomata, it has long been identified as a
potential site for housing development. It is one of the few remaining areas of rural land in the Hutt, where large
scale housing development is possible.

This was flagged in the Hutt City Council’s Urban Growth Strategy in 2012-2032. People have also, for years,
advocated for a second access way in the area, in part to support the development of housing.

Regardless of these long term visions, there are no plans or budget in the pipeline to rezone the area to allow for
development of this scale. In fact, Council staff confirmed this when they released all information related to
Wainuiomata North in December last year.

Despite much of the thinking and reports being public, my opponents claim | learned about detailed plans as a
Councillor, and then sought to buy a house in an area where | would financially benefit.

Along with staff, councillors, and stakeholders at the end of 2018 | did attend a session run by consultants who
described work as “blue sky thinking”, and were in part based on potential development plans from 1976.

My political opponents said | had received detailed private briefings about potential development. According to
them, | then used that information to pursue a private sale for our home.

Those things aren’t true.

But still, my political opponents wrote a complaint to authorities, and then aggressively shopped the story around to
journalists in Wellington and all the way up to Auckland.

This was all happening in late August and early September, just before voting in the local body elections opened. It
doesn’t take a rocket scientist to figure out the allegations had a political motivation to them.

| spoke at length with journalists, answering questions, providing information — and the journalists, in turn, spoke to
Hutt City Council staff, the real estate agents we dealt with, our neighbours, local government experts, and anyone
else they needed to speak to in order to test the veracity of the claims being made.

Every single journalist and news editor declined to print the story. There was simply nothing in it, and no facts to
back up the allegations that were being made.

The authorities also assessed what was being alleged, and declined to look at the matter any further.
So, again — why am | telling you all of this?
It has now been about a year since that group of people started to shop the story around about our family home.

So it was a bit surprising to learn recently that journalists had again been approached, with the same allegations, by
the same people, seeking to inflict the same damage.

Today I've decided I've had enough of this kind of politics.

While | know who is behind the complaints, there’s no benefit in naming them. | know they have a political axe to
grind, and that the allegations have time and again been debunked.

And it's not that | am above reproach, or questions being asked. Questions have been asked. A lot of them. I've
been upfront and honest about absolutely everything. It speaks for itself that there hasn’t been anything of
substance to report on.

But instead of continuing to go over these things again, by journalists who are seeing half-baked allegations for the
first time, I’'m going to explain them to you directly.

Some people say that “explaining is losing”. | personally give the public a lot more credit than that, and think people
are smart enough and experienced enough to make their own judgments. In this circumstance, I’'m confident the
facts speak for themselves.



| was elected Mayor last year with a promise to always be open and transparent, and to tell things how they
are. This might mean that we may not always agree, but you can be confident I've listened and been upfront with
you in response.

As many will know, buying a home is generally a happy time in your life. Instead, my family has been under constant
stress from these allegations which have, and continue to come up.

Rumors and innuendos are not what people are interested in, nor is petty and dirty politics. The people | speak with
want their elected officials to focus on the issues that matter. Housing, infrastructure, our environment, and building
back better from COVID-19.

Those issues will always be my focus, and will continue to be my focus. Part of this is directly addressing this issue,
which is a distraction from everything else.

So there itis. The story of my family home purchase in about 1000 words.

And if you have any questions at all, don’t hesitate to flick me a message, or send me an email. I'll do my best to
respond to everyone.

Kind regards,

Campbell Barry
Mayor of Lower Hutt




From:

Sent: Friday, 4 September 2020 10:03 PM
To: Campbell Barry

Subject: Re: A long, but important message
Hi Campbell,

Thank you for your email.

We appreciate the way you have met with us, maintained communications and generally gone out of your way to
discuss issues in our community.

You appear to take your responsibilities seriously and value your role as Mayor.

We have no reason to doubt your transparency in this matter.

Light dispels darkness, so keep in the light and you'll be right.

All the best!

From: Mayor Campbell Barry <campbell.barry@huttcity.govt.nz>
Date: Friday, 4 September 2020 at 6:39 PM
To:
Subject: A long, but important message

Hi -
| am writing to you this evening to clarify the purchase of my family home in Wainuiomata.

As a Councillor and as Mayor | have always been transparent, upfront, and honest about issues — it's an approach |
consider to underpin everything | have done since | was elected to the Wainuiomata Community Board in 2010.

However, it’s still a bit unusual to be in a position to have to talk to you about the home my wife Laura and |
purchased last year in Wainuiomata.

Along with my mother and father in law, my wife and | were fortunate enough to buy a beautiful home with some land
on Upper Fitzherbert Road.



We were looking for something rural, with the ability to accommodate Laura and me, as well as her mum and
dad. Ultimately we were also looking with a view to a future family, and room to grow.

When we were looking to move at the end of 2018, we looked at houses right across the Hutt. It will not surprise you
that being Wainuiomata born and bred, | was pretty keen to keep living locally. We viewed a handful of houses in
Wainuiomata, and we put offers on two houses that were not accepted.

In December of that year, our real estate agent reached out and suggested we take a look at the home we now live
in. We didn’t fall immediately in love with it after looking at the online listing, so didn’t pursue it at the time and
continued looking at other options.

After Christmas that year, we saw that the house was still for sale. We asked the listing agent to setup a

viewing. Soon after we viewed it a second time with Laura’s mum and dad, and then after that things moved quickly
(as they do), and we put in an offer in February 2019 which was declined in favour of another purchaser. Later that
month, the first offer fell through and we were invited to make another offer, which was accepted.

When we purchased the home, | also emailed Council officers advising them of the house purchase and invited them
to raise any issues. There were no legal issues identified, and | was given general advice on how to best manage
homeownership in terms of Council’s planning processes.

So — why am | telling you all of this?

When | was standing for Mayor last year, and close to the election, a number of my political opponents were busy
making a number of allegations about the purchase of our family home.

For those who aren’t familiar with the Upper Fitzherbert area in Wainuiomata, it has long been identified as a potential
site for housing development. It is one of the few remaining areas of rural land in the Hutt, where large scale housing
development is possible.

This was flagged in the Hutt City Council’s Urban Growth Strategy in 2012-2032. People have also, for years,
advocated for a second access way in the area, in part to support the development of housing.

Regardless of these long term visions, there are no plans or budget in the pipeline to rezone the area to allow for
development of this scale. In fact, Council staff confirmed this when they released all information related to
Wainuiomata North in December last year.

Despite much of the thinking and reports being public, my opponents claim | learned about detailed plans as a
Councillor, and then sought to buy a house in an area where | would financially benefit.

Along with staff, councillors, and stakeholders at the end of 2018 | did attend a session run by consultants who
described work as “blue sky thinking”, and were in part based on potential development plans from 1976.

My political opponents said | had received detailed private briefings about potential development. According to them,
| then used that information to pursue a private sale for our home.

Those things aren’t true.

But still, my political opponents wrote a complaint to authorities, and then aggressively shopped the story around to
journalists in Wellington and all the way up to Auckland.

This was all happening in late August and early September, just before voting in the local body elections opened. It
doesn’t take a rocket scientist to figure out the allegations had a political motivation to them.

| spoke at length with journalists, answering questions, providing information — and the journalists, in turn, spoke to
Hutt City Council staff, the real estate agents we dealt with, our neighbours, local government experts, and anyone
else they needed to speak to in order to test the veracity of the claims being made.

Every single journalist and news editor declined to print the story. There was simply nothing in it, and no facts to back
up the allegations that were being made.

The authorities also assessed what was being alleged, and declined to look at the matter any further.
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So, again — why am [ telling you all of this?
It has now been about a year since that group of people started to shop the story around about our family home.

So it was a bit surprising to learn recently that journalists had again been approached, with the same allegations, by
the same people, seeking to inflict the same damage.

Today I've decided I've had enough of this kind of politics.

While | know who is behind the complaints, there’s no benefit in naming them. | know they have a political axe to
grind, and that the allegations have time and again been debunked.

And it's not that | am above reproach, or questions being asked. Questions have been asked. A lot of them. I've
been upfront and honest about absolutely everything. It speaks for itself that there hasn’t been anything of substance
to report on.

But instead of continuing to go over these things again, by journalists who are seeing half-baked allegations for the
first time, I’'m going to explain them to you directly.

Some people say that “explaining is losing”. | personally give the public a lot more credit than that, and think people
are smart enough and experienced enough to make their own judgments. In this circumstance, I'm confident the facts
speak for themselves.

| was elected Mayor last year with a promise to always be open and transparent, and to tell things how they are. This
might mean that we may not always agree, but you can be confident I've listened and been upfront with you in
response.

As many will know, buying a home is generally a happy time in your life. Instead, my family has been under constant
stress from these allegations which have, and continue to come up.

Rumors and innuendos are not what people are interested in, nor is petty and dirty politics. The people | speak with
want their elected officials to focus on the issues that matter. Housing, infrastructure, our environment, and building
back better from COVID-19.

Those issues will always be my focus, and will continue to be my focus. Part of this is directly addressing this issue,
which is a distraction from everything else.

So there it is. The story of my family home purchase in about 1000 words.

And if you have any questions at all, don’t hesitate to flick me a message, or send me an email. I'll do my best to
respond to everyone.

Kind regards,

Campbell Barry
Mayor of Lower Hutt




From:

Sent: Friday, 4 September 2020 10:00 PM
To: Campbell Barry

Subject: Re: A long, but important message

Thanks for the transparency Campbell.

Sorry the media and politics have been chafing you. Hope you have a great time
Back in the family home. You deserve happiness.

Cheers

On 4/09/2020, at 6:39 PM, Mayor Campbell Barry <campbell.barry@huttcity.govt.nz> wrote:

g |
| am writing to you this evening to clarify the purchase of my family home in Wainuiomata.

As a Councillor and as Mayor | have always been transparent, upfront, and honest about issues — it's
an approach | consider to underpin everything | have done since | was elected to the Wainuiomata
Community Board in 2010.

However, it’s still a bit unusual to be in a position to have to talk to you about the home my wife Laura
and | purchased last year in Wainuiomata.

Along with my mother and father in law, my wife and | were fortunate enough to buy a beautiful home
with some land on Upper Fitzherbert Road.

We were looking for something rural, with the ability to accommodate Laura and me, as well as her
mum and dad. Ultimately we were also looking with a view to a future family, and room to grow.

When we were looking to move at the end of 2018, we looked at houses right across the Hutt. It will
not surprise you that being Wainuiomata born and bred, | was pretty keen to keep living locally. We
viewed a handful of houses in Wainuiomata, and we put offers on two houses that were not
accepted.

In December of that year, our real estate agent reached out and suggested we take a look at the
home we now live in. We didn’t fall immediately in love with it after looking at the online listing, so
didn’t pursue it at the time and continued looking at other options.

After Christmas that year, we saw that the house was still for sale. We asked the listing agent to
setup a viewing. Soon after we viewed it a second time with Laura’s mum and dad, and then after
that things moved quickly (as they do), and we put in an offer in February 2019 which was declined in
favour of another purchaser. Later that month, the first offer fell through and we were invited to make
another offer, which was accepted.

When we purchased the home, | also emailed Council officers advising them of the house purchase
and invited them to raise any issues. There were no legal issues identified, and | was given general
advice on how to best manage homeownership in terms of Council’s planning processes.



So — why am | telling you all of this?

When | was standing for Mayor last year, and close to the election, a number of my political
opponents were busy making a number of allegations about the purchase of our family home.

For those who aren’t familiar with the Upper Fitzherbert area in Wainuiomata, it has long been
identified as a potential site for housing development. It is one of the few remaining areas of rural
land in the Hutt, where large scale housing development is possible.

This was flagged in the Hutt City Council’s Urban Growth Strategy in 2012-2032. People have also,
for years, advocated for a second access way in the area, in part to support the development of
housing.

Regardless of these long term visions, there are no plans or budget in the pipeline to rezone the area
to allow for development of this scale. In fact, Council staff confirmed this when they released all
information related to Wainuiomata North in December last year.

Despite much of the thinking and reports being public, my opponents claim | learned about detailed
plans as a Councillor, and then sought to buy a house in an area where | would financially benefit.

Along with staff, councillors, and stakeholders at the end of 2018 | did attend a session run by
consultants who described work as “blue sky thinking”, and were in part based on potential
development plans from 1976.

My political opponents said | had received detailed private briefings about potential
development. According to them, | then used that information to pursue a private sale for our
home.

Those things aren’t true.

But still, my political opponents wrote a complaint to authorities, and then aggressively shopped the
story around to journalists in Wellington and all the way up to Auckland.

This was all happening in late August and early September, just before voting in the local body
elections opened. It doesn’t take a rocket scientist to figure out the allegations had a political
motivation to them.

| spoke at length with journalists, answering questions, providing information — and the journalists, in
turn, spoke to Hutt City Council staff, the real estate agents we dealt with, our neighbours, local
government experts, and anyone else they needed to speak to in order to test the veracity of the
claims being made.

Every single journalist and news editor declined to print the story. There was simply nothing in it, and
no facts to back up the allegations that were being made.

The authorities also assessed what was being alleged, and declined to look at the matter any
further.

So, again — why am [ telling you all of this?

It has now been about a year since that group of people started to shop the story around about our
family home.

So it was a bit surprising to learn recently that journalists had again been approached, with the same
allegations, by the same people, seeking to inflict the same damage.

Today I've decided I've had enough of this kind of politics.

While | know who is behind the complaints, there’s no benefit in naming them. | know they have a
political axe to grind, and that the allegations have time and again been debunked.



And it's not that | am above reproach, or questions being asked. Questions have been asked. A lot
of them. I've been upfront and honest about absolutely everything. It speaks for itself that there
hasn’t been anything of substance to report on.

But instead of continuing to go over these things again, by journalists who are seeing half-baked
allegations for the first time, I'm going to explain them to you directly.

Some people say that “explaining is losing”. | personally give the public a lot more credit than that,
and think people are smart enough and experienced enough to make their own judgments. In this
circumstance, I'm confident the facts speak for themselves.

| was elected Mayor last year with a promise to always be open and transparent, and to tell things
how they are. This might mean that we may not always agree, but you can be confident I've listened
and been upfront with you in response.

As many will know, buying a home is generally a happy time in your life. Instead, my family has been
under constant stress from these allegations which have, and continue to come up.

Rumors and innuendos are not what people are interested in, nor is petty and dirty politics. The
people | speak with want their elected officials to focus on the issues that matter. Housing,
infrastructure, our environment, and building back better from COVID-19.

Those issues will always be my focus, and will continue to be my focus. Part of this is directly
addressing this issue, which is a distraction from everything else.

So there itis. The story of my family home purchase in about 1000 words.

And if you have any questions at all, don’t hesitate to flick me a message, or send me an email. Ill
do my best to respond to everyone.

Kind regards,

Campbell Barry
Mayor of Lower Hutt




From:

Sent: Friday, 4 September 2020 9:39 PM
To: Campbell Barry

Subject: Re: A long, but important message

Well done. I appreciate the time you have taken with this letter. You have my support. wregards -

On Fri, 4 Sep 2020, 18:39 Mayor Campbell Barry, <campbell.barry@huttcity.govt.nz> wrote:

i

| am writing to you this evening to clarify the purchase of my family home in Wainuiomata.

As a Councillor and as Mayor | have always been transparent, upfront, and honest about issues — it's an approach |
consider to underpin everything | have done since | was elected to the Wainuiomata Community Board in 2010.

However, it’s still a bit unusual to be in a position to have to talk to you about the home my wife Laura and |
purchased last year in Wainuiomata.

Along with my mother and father in law, my wife and | were fortunate enough to buy a beautiful home with some land
on Upper Fitzherbert Road.

We were looking for something rural, with the ability to accommodate Laura and me, as well as her mum and
dad. Ultimately we were also looking with a view to a future family, and room to grow.

When we were looking to move at the end of 2018, we looked at houses right across the Hutt. It will not surprise you
that being Wainuiomata born and bred, | was pretty keen to keep living locally. We viewed a handful of houses in
Wainuiomata, and we put offers on two houses that were not accepted.

In December of that year, our real estate agent reached out and suggested we take a look at the home we now live
in. We didn’t fall immediately in love with it after looking at the online listing, so didn’t pursue it at the time and
continued looking at other options.

After Christmas that year, we saw that the house was still for sale. We asked the listing agent to setup a

viewing. Soon after we viewed it a second time with Laura’s mum and dad, and then after that things moved quickly
(as they do), and we put in an offer in February 2019 which was declined in favour of another purchaser. Later that
month, the first offer fell through and we were invited to make another offer, which was accepted.

When we purchased the home, | also emailed Council officers advising them of the house purchase and invited them
to raise any issues. There were no legal issues identified, and | was given general advice on how to best manage
homeownership in terms of Council’s planning processes.

So — why am | telling you all of this?

When | was standing for Mayor last year, and close to the election, a number of my political opponents were busy
making a number of allegations about the purchase of our family home.

For those who aren’t familiar with the Upper Fitzherbert area in Wainuiomata, it has long been identified as a
potential site for housing development. It is one of the few remaining areas of rural land in the Hutt, where large
scale housing development is possible.

This was flagged in the Hutt City Council’s Urban Growth Strategy in 2012-2032. People have also, for years,
advocated for a second access way in the area, in part to support the development of housing.



Regardless of these long term visions, there are no plans or budget in the pipeline to rezone the area to allow for
development of this scale. In fact, Council staff confirmed this when they released all information related to
Wainuiomata North in December last year.

Despite much of the thinking and reports being public, my opponents claim | learned about detailed plans as a
Councillor, and then sought to buy a house in an area where | would financially benefit.

Along with staff, councillors, and stakeholders at the end of 2018 | did attend a session run by consultants who
described work as “blue sky thinking”, and were in part based on potential development plans from 1976.

My political opponents said | had received detailed private briefings about potential development. According to
them, | then used that information to pursue a private sale for our home.

Those things aren’t true.

But still, my political opponents wrote a complaint to authorities, and then aggressively shopped the story around to
journalists in Wellington and all the way up to Auckland.

This was all happening in late August and early September, just before voting in the local body elections opened. It
doesn’t take a rocket scientist to figure out the allegations had a political motivation to them.

| spoke at length with journalists, answering questions, providing information — and the journalists, in turn, spoke to
Hutt City Council staff, the real estate agents we dealt with, our neighbours, local government experts, and anyone
else they needed to speak to in order to test the veracity of the claims being made.

Every single journalist and news editor declined to print the story. There was simply nothing in it, and no facts to
back up the allegations that were being made.

The authorities also assessed what was being alleged, and declined to look at the matter any further.
So, again — why am | telling you all of this?
It has now been about a year since that group of people started to shop the story around about our family home.

So it was a bit surprising to learn recently that journalists had again been approached, with the same allegations, by
the same people, seeking to inflict the same damage.

Today I've decided I've had enough of this kind of politics.

While | know who is behind the complaints, there’s no benefit in naming them. | know they have a political axe to
grind, and that the allegations have time and again been debunked.

And it's not that | am above reproach, or questions being asked. Questions have been asked. A lot of them. I've
been upfront and honest about absolutely everything. It speaks for itself that there hasn’t been anything of
substance to report on.

But instead of continuing to go over these things again, by journalists who are seeing half-baked allegations for the
first time, I’'m going to explain them to you directly.

Some people say that “explaining is losing”. | personally give the public a lot more credit than that, and think people
are smart enough and experienced enough to make their own judgments. In this circumstance, I'm confident the
facts speak for themselves.

| was elected Mayor last year with a promise to always be open and transparent, and to tell things how they
are. This might mean that we may not always agree, but you can be confident I've listened and been upfront with
you in response.

As many will know, buying a home is generally a happy time in your life. Instead, my family has been under constant
stress from these allegations which have, and continue to come up.



Rumors and innuendos are not what people are interested in, nor is petty and dirty politics. The people | speak with
want their elected officials to focus on the issues that matter. Housing, infrastructure, our environment, and building
back better from COVID-19.

Those issues will always be my focus, and will continue to be my focus. Part of this is directly addressing this issue,
which is a distraction from everything else.

So there itis. The story of my family home purchase in about 1000 words.

And if you have any questions at all, don’t hesitate to flick me a message, or send me an email. I'll do my best to
respond to everyone.

Kind regards,

Campbell Barry
Mayor of Lower Hutt




From:

Sent: Friday, 4 September 2020 9:37 PM
To: Campbell Barry

Subject: Re: A long, but important message
Good Evening Campbell,

Sorry that you even have to justify buying land or property!

For opponents to accuse or insinuate that you used insider information to your advantage seems a bit below
the belt.

I’ve had no interaction with you in the past and have very little exposure to the Hutt comings and goings but
your email updates are quite refreshing and as far as I’'m concerned you’re doing the right thing by the

community.

Your opponents are using dirty and underhanded tactics and for those of us who are switched on and don’t
believe everything we see and read through media outlets, we see right through them.

This is easier said than done, but don’t spend any more time than you have on addressing them because it’s
a waste of your time and your giving them exposure they desperately want.

All the best.

On Fri, 4 Sep 2020 at 6:39 PM, Mayor Campbell Barry <campbell.barry@huttcity.govt.nz> wrote:




i .

| am writing to you this evening to

clarify the purchase of my family home in Wainuiomata.

As a Councillor and as Mayor | have
always been transparent, upfront, and honest about issues — it’s an
approach | consider to underpin everything | have done since | was

elected to the Wainuiomata Community Board in 2010.

However, it’s still a bit unusual
to be in a position to have to talk to you about the home my wife

Laura and | purchased last year in Wainuiomata.

Along with my mother and father in
law, my wife and | were fortunate enough to buy a beautiful home with

some land on Upper Fitzherbert Road.

We were looking for something
rural, with the ability to accommodate Laura and me, as well as her

mum and dad. Ultimately we were also looking with a view to a future



family, and room to grow.

When we were looking to move at the

end of 2018, we looked at houses right across the Hutt. It will not

surprise you that being Wainuiomata born and bred, | was pretty keen

to keep living locally. We viewed a handful of houses in Wainuiomata,

and we put offers on two houses that were not accepted.

In December of that year, our real

estate agent reached out and suggested we take a look at the home we

now live in. We didn’t fall immediately in love with it after looking

at the online listing, so didn’t pursue it at the time and continued

looking at other options.

After Christmas that year, we saw

that the house was still for sale. We asked the listing agent to

setup a viewing. Soon after we viewed it a second time with Laura’s

mum and dad, and then after that things moved quickly (as they do),

and we put in an offer in February 2019 which was declined in favour

of another purchaser. Later that month, the first offer fell through

and we were invited to make another offer, which was

accepted.



When we purchased the home, | also

emailed Council officers advising them of the house purchase and

invited them to raise any issues. There were no legal issues

identified, and | was given general advice on how to best manage

homeownership in terms of Council’s planning processes.

So — why am | telling you

all of this?

When | was standing for Mayor last

year, and close to the election, a number of my political opponents

were busy making a number of allegations about the purchase of our

family home.

For those who aren’t familiar with

the Upper Fitzherbert area in Wainuiomata, it has long been identified

as a potential site for housing development. It is one of the few

remaining areas of rural land in the Hutt, where large scale housing

development is possible.

This was flagged in the Hutt City

Council’s Urban Growth Strategy in 2012-2032. People have also, for

4



years, advocated for a second access way in the area, in part to

support the development of housing.

Regardless of these long term

visions, there are no plans or budget in the pipeline to rezone the

area to allow for development of this scale. In fact, Council staff

confirmed this when they released all information related to

Wainuiomata North in December last year.

Despite much of the thinking and

reports being public, my opponents claim | learned about detailed

plans as a Councillor, and then sought to buy a house in an area where

| would financially benefit.

Along with staff, councillors, and

stakeholders at the end of 2018 | did attend a session run by

consultants who described work as “blue sky thinking”, and were in

part based on potential development plans from 1976.

My political opponents said | had

received detailed private briefings about potential development.

According to them, | then used that information to pursue a private



sale for our home.

Those things aren’t

true.

But still, my political opponents

wrote a complaint to authorities, and then aggressively shopped the

story around to journalists in Wellington and all the way up to

Auckland.

This was all happening in late

August and early September, just before voting in the local body

elections opened. It doesn’t take a rocket scientist to figure out

the allegations had a political motivation to them.

| spoke at length with journalists,

answering questions, providing information — and

the journalists, in turn, spoke to Hutt City Council staff, the real

estate agents we dealt with, our neighbours, local government experts,

and anyone else they needed to speak to in order to test the veracity

of the claims being made.



Every single journalist and news

editor declined to print the story. There was simply nothing in it,

and no facts to back up the allegations that were being

made.

The authorities also assessed what

was being alleged, and declined to look at the matter any

further.

So, again — why

am | telling you all of this?

It has now been about a year since

that group of people started to shop the story around about our family

home.

So it was a bit surprising to learn

recently that journalists had again been approached, with the same

allegations, by the same people, seeking to inflict the same

damage.

Today I've decided I've had enough

of this kind of politics.



While | know who is behind the

complaints, there’s no benefit in naming them. | know they have a

political axe to grind, and that the allegations have time and again

been debunked.

And it's not that | am above

reproach, or questions being asked. Questions have been asked. A lot

of them. I've been upfront and honest about absolutely everything.

It speaks for itself that there hasn’t been anything of substance to

report on.

But instead of continuing to go

over these things again, by journalists who are seeing half-baked

allegations for the first time, I'm going to explain them to you

directly.

Some people say that “explaining is

losing”. | personally give the public a lot more credit than that,

and think people are smart enough and experienced enough to make their

own judgments. In this circumstance, I’'m confident the facts speak

for themselves.



| was elected Mayor last year with

a promise to always be open and transparent, and to tell things how

they are. This might mean that we may not always agree, but you can

be confident I've listened and been upfront with you in

response.

As many will know, buying a home is

generally a happy time in your life. Instead, my family has been

under constant stress from these allegations which have, and continue

to come up.

Rumors and innuendos are not what

people are interested in, nor is petty and dirty politics. The people

| speak with want their elected officials to focus on the issues that

matter. Housing, infrastructure, our environment, and building back

better from COVID-19.

Those issues will always be my

focus, and will continue to be my focus. Part of this is directly

addressing this issue, which is a distraction from everything

else.

So there itis. The story of my



family home purchase in about 1000 words.

And if you have any questions at

all, don’t hesitate to flick me a message, or send me an email. Il

do my best to respond to everyone.

Kind regards,

Campbell Barry
Mayor of Lower Hutt
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From:

Sent: Friday, 4 September 2020 9:28 PM
To: Campbell Barry

Subject: Re: A long, but important message

some people are aholes and perhaps envious or jealous of what you have achieved at your young age. Stick to your guns. I was
down your way the other day and it's still lovely, what is left of it.
Cheers

On 04 September 2020 at 18:39 Mayor Campbell Barry <campbell.barry@huttcity.govt nz> wrote:

il
| am writing to you this evening to clarify the purchase of my family home in Wainuiomata.

As a Councillor and as Mayor | have always been transparent, upfront, and honest about issues — it's an approach |
consider to underpin everything | have done since | was elected to the Wainuiomata Community Board in 2010.

Howevers, it’s still a bit unusual to be in a position to have to talk to you about the home my wife Laura and |
purchased last year in Wainuiomata.

Along with my mother and father in law, my wife and | were fortunate enough to buy a beautiful home with some land
on Upper Fitzherbert Road.

We were looking for something rural, with the ability to accommodate Laura and me, as well as her mum and
dad. Ultimately we were also looking with a view to a future family, and room to grow.

When we were looking to move at the end of 2018, we looked at houses right across the Hutt. It will not surprise you
that being Wainuiomata born and bred, | was pretty keen to keep living locally. We viewed a handful of houses in
Wainuiomata, and we put offers on two houses that were not accepted.

In December of that year, our real estate agent reached out and suggested we take a look at the home we now live
in. We didn’t fall immediately in love with it after looking at the online listing, so didn’t pursue it at the time and
continued looking at other options.

After Christmas that year, we saw that the house was still for sale. We asked the listing agent to setup a

viewing. Soon after we viewed it a second time with Laura’s mum and dad, and then after that things moved quickly
(as they do), and we put in an offer in February 2019 which was declined in favour of another purchaser. Later that
month, the first offer fell through and we were invited to make another offer, which was accepted.

When we purchased the home, | also emailed Council officers advising them of the house purchase and invited them
to raise any issues. There were no legal issues identified, and | was given general advice on how to best manage
homeownership in terms of Council’s planning processes.

So — why am | telling you all of this?

When | was standing for Mayor last year, and close to the election, a number of my political opponents were busy
making a number of allegations about the purchase of our family home.

For those who aren’t familiar with the Upper Fitzherbert area in Wainuiomata, it has long been identified as a potential
site for housing development. It is one of the few remaining areas of rural land in the Hutt, where large scale housing
development is possible.

This was flagged in the Hutt City Council’s Urban Growth Strategy in 2012-2032. People have also, for years,
advocated for a second access way in the area, in part to support the development of housing.



Regardless of these long term visions, there are no plans or budget in the pipeline to rezone the area to allow for
development of this scale. In fact, Council staff confirmed this when they released all information related to
Wainuiomata North in December last year.

Despite much of the thinking and reports being public, my opponents claim | learned about detailed plans as a
Councillor, and then sought to buy a house in an area where | would financially benefit.

Along with staff, councillors, and stakeholders at the end of 2018 | did attend a session run by consultants who
described work as “blue sky thinking”, and were in part based on potential development plans from 1976.

My political opponents said | had received detailed private briefings about potential development. According to them,
| then used that information to pursue a private sale for our home.

Those things aren’t true.

But still, my political opponents wrote a complaint to authorities, and then aggressively shopped the story around to
journalists in Wellington and all the way up to Auckland.

This was all happening in late August and early September, just before voting in the local body elections opened. It
doesn’t take a rocket scientist to figure out the allegations had a political motivation to them.

| spoke at length with journalists, answering questions, providing information — and the journalists, in turn, spoke to
Hutt City Council staff, the real estate agents we dealt with, our neighbours, local government experts, and anyone
else they needed to speak to in order to test the veracity of the claims being made.

Every single journalist and news editor declined to print the story. There was simply nothing in it, and no facts to back
up the allegations that were being made.

The authorities also assessed what was being alleged, and declined to look at the matter any further.
So, again — why am | telling you all of this?
It has now been about a year since that group of people started to shop the story around about our family home.

So it was a bit surprising to learn recently that journalists had again been approached, with the same allegations, by
the same people, seeking to inflict the same damage.

Today I've decided I've had enough of this kind of politics.

While | know who is behind the complaints, there’s no benefit in naming them. | know they have a political axe to
grind, and that the allegations have time and again been debunked.

And it's not that | am above reproach, or questions being asked. Questions have been asked. A lot of them. I've
been upfront and honest about absolutely everything. It speaks for itself that there hasn’t been anything of substance
to report on.

But instead of continuing to go over these things again, by journalists who are seeing half-baked allegations for the
first time, I’'m going to explain them to you directly.

Some people say that “explaining is losing”. | personally give the public a lot more credit than that, and think people
are smart enough and experienced enough to make their own judgments. In this circumstance, I'm confident the facts
speak for themselves.

| was elected Mayor last year with a promise to always be open and transparent, and to tell things how they are. This
might mean that we may not always agree, but you can be confident I've listened and been upfront with you in
response.

As many will know, buying a home is generally a happy time in your life. Instead, my family has been under constant
stress from these allegations which have, and continue to come up.

Rumors and innuendos are not what people are interested in, nor is petty and dirty politics. The people | speak with
want their elected officials to focus on the issues that matter. Housing, infrastructure, our environment, and building
back better from COVID-19.



Those issues will always be my focus, and will continue to be my focus. Part of this is directly addressing this issue,
which is a distraction from everything else.

So there itis. The story of my family home purchase in about 1000 words.

And if you have any questions at all, don’t hesitate to flick me a message, or send me an email. I'll do my best to
respond to everyone.

Kind regards,

Campbell Barry
Mayor of Lower Hutt




From:

Sent: Friday, 4 September 2020 9:23 PM
To: Campbell Barry

Subject: Re: A long, but important message
Dear Mayor Campbell Barry,

I am so very sorry to hear your family stressed situation for a long time instead of enjoying the experience
of your new family home.

If this problem was caused by the opposition, it's very bad and cruel.

I have known you in the campaign last year and met you two weeks ago, I have faith in you and will support
you where ever [ and my family can.

Meantime [ remember you and your family in my prayers.
You have the benefit of being young. Be courageous.

Regards,

On Fri, 4 Sep 2020, 6:39 PM Mayor Campbell Barry <campbell.barry@huttcity.govt.nz wrote:

i

| am writing to you this evening to clarify the purchase of my family home in Wainuiomata.

As a Councillor and as Mayor | have always been transparent, upfront, and honest about issues — it's an approach |
consider to underpin everything | have done since | was elected to the Wainuiomata Community Board in 2010.

However, it’s still a bit unusual to be in a position to have to talk to you about the home my wife Laura and |
purchased last year in Wainuiomata.

Along with my mother and father in law, my wife and | were fortunate enough to buy a beautiful home with some land
on Upper Fitzherbert Road.

We were looking for something rural, with the ability to accommodate Laura and me, as well as her mum and
dad. Ultimately we were also looking with a view to a future family, and room to grow.

When we were looking to move at the end of 2018, we looked at houses right across the Hutt. It will not surprise you
that being Wainuiomata born and bred, | was pretty keen to keep living locally. We viewed a handful of houses in
Wainuiomata, and we put offers on two houses that were not accepted.

In December of that year, our real estate agent reached out and suggested we take a look at the home we now live
in. We didn’t fall immediately in love with it after looking at the online listing, so didn’t pursue it at the time and
continued looking at other options.

After Christmas that year, we saw that the house was still for sale. We asked the listing agent to setup a

viewing. Soon after we viewed it a second time with Laura’s mum and dad, and then after that things moved quickly
(as they do), and we put in an offer in February 2019 which was declined in favour of another purchaser. Later that
month, the first offer fell through and we were invited to make another offer, which was accepted.
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When we purchased the home, | also emailed Council officers advising them of the house purchase and invited them
to raise any issues. There were no legal issues identified, and | was given general advice on how to best manage
homeownership in terms of Council’s planning processes.

So — why am | telling you all of this?

When | was standing for Mayor last year, and close to the election, a number of my political opponents were busy
making a number of allegations about the purchase of our family home.

For those who aren’t familiar with the Upper Fitzherbert area in Wainuiomata, it has long been identified as a
potential site for housing development. It is one of the few remaining areas of rural land in the Hutt, where large
scale housing development is possible.

This was flagged in the Hutt City Council’s Urban Growth Strategy in 2012-2032. People have also, for years,
advocated for a second access way in the area, in part to support the development of housing.

Regardless of these long term visions, there are no plans or budget in the pipeline to rezone the area to allow for
development of this scale. In fact, Council staff confirmed this when they released all information related to
Wainuiomata North in December last year.

Despite much of the thinking and reports being public, my opponents claim | learned about detailed plans as a
Councillor, and then sought to buy a house in an area where | would financially benefit.

Along with staff, councillors, and stakeholders at the end of 2018 | did attend a session run by consultants who
described work as “blue sky thinking”, and were in part based on potential development plans from 1976.

My political opponents said | had received detailed private briefings about potential development. According to
them, | then used that information to pursue a private sale for our home.

Those things aren’t true.

But still, my political opponents wrote a complaint to authorities, and then aggressively shopped the story around to
journalists in Wellington and all the way up to Auckland.

This was all happening in late August and early September, just before voting in the local body elections opened. It
doesn’t take a rocket scientist to figure out the allegations had a political motivation to them.

| spoke at length with journalists, answering questions, providing information — and the journalists, in turn, spoke to
Hutt City Council staff, the real estate agents we dealt with, our neighbours, local government experts, and anyone
else they needed to speak to in order to test the veracity of the claims being made.

Every single journalist and news editor declined to print the story. There was simply nothing in it, and no facts to
back up the allegations that were being made.

The authorities also assessed what was being alleged, and declined to look at the matter any further.
So, again — why am | telling you all of this?
It has now been about a year since that group of people started to shop the story around about our family home.

So it was a bit surprising to learn recently that journalists had again been approached, with the same allegations, by
the same people, seeking to inflict the same damage.

Today I've decided I've had enough of this kind of politics.

While | know who is behind the complaints, there’s no benefit in naming them. | know they have a political axe to
grind, and that the allegations have time and again been debunked.

And it's not that | am above reproach, or questions being asked. Questions have been asked. A lot of them. I've
been upfront and honest about absolutely everything. It speaks for itself that there hasn’t been anything of
substance to report on.



But instead of continuing to go over these things again, by journalists who are seeing half-baked allegations for the
first time, I’'m going to explain them to you directly.

Some people say that “explaining is losing”. | personally give the public a lot more credit than that, and think people
are smart enough and experienced enough to make their own judgments. In this circumstance, I’'m confident the
facts speak for themselves.

| was elected Mayor last year with a promise to always be open and transparent, and to tell things how they
are. This might mean that we may not always agree, but you can be confident I've listened and been upfront with
you in response.

As many will know, buying a home is generally a happy time in your life. Instead, my family has been under constant
stress from these allegations which have, and continue to come up.

Rumors and innuendos are not what people are interested in, nor is petty and dirty politics. The people | speak with
want their elected officials to focus on the issues that matter. Housing, infrastructure, our environment, and building
back better from COVID-19.

Those issues will always be my focus, and will continue to be my focus. Part of this is directly addressing this issue,
which is a distraction from everything else.

So there itis. The story of my family home purchase in about 1000 words.

And if you have any questions at all, don’t hesitate to flick me a message, or send me an email. I'll do my best to
respond to everyone.

Kind regards,

Campbell Barry
Mayor of Lower Hutt




From:

Sent: Friday, 4 September 2020 9:12 PM
To: Campbell Barry

Subject: Re: A long, but important message

It would be great if you could name and shame them without leaving yourself open to legal repercussions. Your doing a great job.
Sent from my Huawei Mobile

———————— Original Message --------
Subject: A long, but important message

From: Mayor Campbell Barry
To:ﬂ

CC:

i
| am writing to you this evening to clarify the purchase of my family home in Wainuiomata.

As a Councillor and as Mayor | have always been transparent, upfront, and honest about issues — it's an approach |
consider to underpin everything | have done since | was elected to the Wainuiomata Community Board in 2010.

However, it’s still a bit unusual to be in a position to have to talk to you about the home my wife Laura and |
purchased last year in Wainuiomata.

Along with my mother and father in law, my wife and | were fortunate enough to buy a beautiful home with some land
on Upper Fitzherbert Road.

We were looking for something rural, with the ability to accommodate Laura and me, as well as her mum and
dad. Ultimately we were also looking with a view to a future family, and room to grow.

When we were looking to move at the end of 2018, we looked at houses right across the Hutt. It will not surprise you
that being Wainuiomata born and bred, | was pretty keen to keep living locally. We viewed a handful of houses in
Wainuiomata, and we put offers on two houses that were not accepted.

In December of that year, our real estate agent reached out and suggested we take a look at the home we now live
in. We didn’t fall immediately in love with it after looking at the online listing, so didn’t pursue it at the time and
continued looking at other options.

After Christmas that year, we saw that the house was still for sale. We asked the listing agent to setup a

viewing. Soon after we viewed it a second time with Laura’s mum and dad, and then after that things moved quickly
(as they do), and we put in an offer in February 2019 which was declined in favour of another purchaser. Later that
month, the first offer fell through and we were invited to make another offer, which was accepted.

When we purchased the home, | also emailed Council officers advising them of the house purchase and invited them
to raise any issues. There were no legal issues identified, and | was given general advice on how to best manage
homeownership in terms of Council’s planning processes.

So — why am | telling you all of this?

When | was standing for Mayor last year, and close to the election, a number of my political opponents were busy
making a number of allegations about the purchase of our family home.

For those who aren’t familiar with the Upper Fitzherbert area in Wainuiomata, it has long been identified as a potential
site for housing development. It is one of the few remaining areas of rural land in the Hutt, where large scale housing
development is possible.

This was flagged in the Hutt City Council’s Urban Growth Strategy in 2012-2032. People have also, for years,
advocated for a second access way in the area, in part to support the development of housing.
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Regardless of these long term visions, there are no plans or budget in the pipeline to rezone the area to allow for
development of this scale. In fact, Council staff confirmed this when they released all information related to
Wainuiomata North in December last year.

Despite much of the thinking and reports being public, my opponents claim | learned about detailed plans as a
Councillor, and then sought to buy a house in an area where | would financially benefit.

Along with staff, councillors, and stakeholders at the end of 2018 | did attend a session run by consultants who
described work as “blue sky thinking”, and were in part based on potential development plans from 1976.

My political opponents said | had received detailed private briefings about potential development. According to them,
| then used that information to pursue a private sale for our home.

Those things aren’t true.

But still, my political opponents wrote a complaint to authorities, and then aggressively shopped the story around to
journalists in Wellington and all the way up to Auckland.

This was all happening in late August and early September, just before voting in the local body elections opened. It
doesn’t take a rocket scientist to figure out the allegations had a political motivation to them.

| spoke at length with journalists, answering questions, providing information — and the journalists, in turn, spoke to
Hutt City Council staff, the real estate agents we dealt with, our neighbours, local government experts, and anyone
else they needed to speak to in order to test the veracity of the claims being made.

Every single journalist and news editor declined to print the story. There was simply nothing in it, and no facts to back
up the allegations that were being made.

The authorities also assessed what was being alleged, and declined to look at the matter any further.
So, again — why am | telling you all of this?
It has now been about a year since that group of people started to shop the story around about our family home.

So it was a bit surprising to learn recently that journalists had again been approached, with the same allegations, by
the same people, seeking to inflict the same damage.

Today I've decided I've had enough of this kind of politics.

While | know who is behind the complaints, there’s no benefit in naming them. | know they have a political axe to
grind, and that the allegations have time and again been debunked.

And it's not that | am above reproach, or questions being asked. Questions have been asked. A lot of them. I've
been upfront and honest about absolutely everything. It speaks for itself that there hasn’t been anything of substance
to report on.

But instead of continuing to go over these things again, by journalists who are seeing half-baked allegations for the
first time, I’'m going to explain them to you directly.

Some people say that “explaining is losing”. | personally give the public a lot more credit than that, and think people
are smart enough and experienced enough to make their own judgments. In this circumstance, I'm confident the facts
speak for themselves.

| was elected Mayor last year with a promise to always be open and transparent, and to tell things how they are. This
might mean that we may not always agree, but you can be confident I've listened and been upfront with you in
response.

As many will know, buying a home is generally a happy time in your life. Instead, my family has been under constant
stress from these allegations which have, and continue to come up.

Rumors and innuendos are not what people are interested in, nor is petty and dirty politics. The people | speak with
want their elected officials to focus on the issues that matter. Housing, infrastructure, our environment, and building
back better from COVID-19.



Those issues will always be my focus, and will continue to be my focus. Part of this is directly addressing this issue,
which is a distraction from everything else.

So there itis. The story of my family home purchase in about 1000 words.

And if you have any questions at all, don’t hesitate to flick me a message, or send me an email. I'll do my best to
respond to everyone.

Kind regards,

Campbell Barry
Mayor of Lower Hutt




From:

Sent: Friday, 4 September 2020 9:08 PM
To: Campbell Barry

Subject: Re: A long, but important message

Thanks. Appreciate the detailed explanation. Sorry opponents have had to sink to muck raking. Must mean
you are doing a good job for the Hutt. Keep it up.

On Fri, 4 Sep 2020 at 18:39 Mayor Campbell Barry <campbell.barry@huttcity.govt.nz> wrote:

i .

| am writing to you this evening to

clarify the purchase of my family home in Wainuiomata.



As a Councillor and as Mayor | have

always been transparent, upfront, and honest about issues — it's an

approach | consider to underpin everything | have done since | was

elected to the Wainuiomata Community Board in 2010.

However, it’s still a bit unusual

to be in a position to have to talk to you about the home my wife

Laura and | purchased last year in Wainuiomata.

Along with my mother and father in

law, my wife and | were fortunate enough to buy a beautiful home with

some land on Upper Fitzherbert Road.

We were looking for something

rural, with the ability to accommodate Laura and me, as well as her

mum and dad. Ultimately we were also looking with a view to a future

family, and room to grow.

When we were looking to move at the

end of 2018, we looked at houses right across the Hutt. It will not

surprise you that being Wainuiomata born and bred, | was pretty keen

to keep living locally. We viewed a handful of houses in Wainuiomata,

and we put offers on two houses that were not accepted.



In December of that year, our real

estate agent reached out and suggested we take a look at the home we

now live in. We didn’t fall immediately in love with it after looking

at the online listing, so didn’t pursue it at the time and continued

looking at other options.

After Christmas that year, we saw

that the house was still for sale. We asked the listing agent to

setup a viewing. Soon after we viewed it a second time with Laura’s

mum and dad, and then after that things moved quickly (as they do),

and we put in an offer in February 2019 which was declined in favour

of another purchaser. Later that month, the first offer fell through

and we were invited to make another offer, which was

accepted.

When we purchased the home, | also

emailed Council officers advising them of the house purchase and

invited them to raise any issues. There were no legal issues

identified, and | was given general advice on how to best manage

homeownership in terms of Council’s planning processes.



So — why am | telling you

all of this?

When | was standing for Mayor last

year, and close to the election, a number of my political opponents

were busy making a number of allegations about the purchase of our

family home.

For those who aren’t familiar with

the Upper Fitzherbert area in Wainuiomata, it has long been identified

as a potential site for housing development. It is one of the few

remaining areas of rural land in the Hutt, where large scale housing

development is possible.

This was flagged in the Hutt City

Council’s Urban Growth Strategy in 2012-2032. People have also, for

years, advocated for a second access way in the area, in part to

support the development of housing.

Regardless of these long term

visions, there are no plans or budget in the pipeline to rezone the

area to allow for development of this scale. In fact, Council staff

confirmed this when they released all information related to
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Wainuiomata North in December last year.

Despite much of the thinking and

reports being public, my opponents claim | learned about detailed

plans as a Councillor, and then sought to buy a house in an area where

| would financially benefit.

Along with staff, councillors, and

stakeholders at the end of 2018 | did attend a session run by

consultants who described work as “blue sky thinking”, and were in

part based on potential development plans from 1976.

My political opponents said | had

received detailed private briefings about potential development.

According to them, | then used that information to pursue a private

sale for our home.

Those things aren’t

true.

But still, my political opponents

wrote a complaint to authorities, and then aggressively shopped the

story around to journalists in Wellington and all the way up to
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Auckland.

This was all happening in late

August and early September, just before voting in the local body

elections opened. It doesn’t take a rocket scientist to figure out

the allegations had a political motivation to them.

| spoke at length with journalists,

answering questions, providing information — and

the journalists, in turn, spoke to Hutt City Council staff, the real

estate agents we dealt with, our neighbours, local government experts,

and anyone else they needed to speak to in order to test the veracity

of the claims being made.

Every single journalist and news

editor declined to print the story. There was simply nothing in it,

and no facts to back up the allegations that were being

made.

The authorities also assessed what

was being alleged, and declined to look at the matter any

further.



So, again — why

am | telling you all of this?

It has now been about a year since

that group of people started to shop the story around about our family

home.

So it was a bit surprising to learn

recently that journalists had again been approached, with the same

allegations, by the same people, seeking to inflict the same

damage.

Today I've decided I've had enough

of this kind of politics.

While | know who is behind the

complaints, there’s no benefit in naming them. | know they have a

political axe to grind, and that the allegations have time and again

been debunked.

And it's not that | am above

reproach, or questions being asked. Questions have been asked. A lot



of them. I've been upfront and honest about absolutely everything.

It speaks for itself that there hasn’t been anything of substance to

report on.

But instead of continuing to go

over these things again, by journalists who are seeing half-baked

allegations for the first time, I'm going to explain them to you

directly.

Some people say that “explaining is

losing”. | personally give the public a lot more credit than that,

and think people are smart enough and experienced enough to make their

own judgments. In this circumstance, I'm confident the facts speak

for themselves.

| was elected Mayor last year with

a promise to always be open and transparent, and to tell things how

they are. This might mean that we may not always agree, but you can

be confident I've listened and been upfront with you in

response.

As many will know, buying a home is

generally a happy time in your life. Instead, my family has been
8



under constant stress from these allegations which have, and continue

to come up.

Rumors and innuendos are not what

people are interested in, nor is petty and dirty politics. The people

| speak with want their elected officials to focus on the issues that

matter. Housing, infrastructure, our environment, and building back

better from COVID-19.

Those issues will always be my

focus, and will continue to be my focus. Part of this is directly

addressing this issue, which is a distraction from everything

else.

So there itis. The story of my

family home purchase in about 1000 words.

And if you have any questions at

all, don’t hesitate to flick me a message, or send me an email. Il

do my best to respond to everyone.



Kind regards,

Campbell Barry
Mayor of Lower Hutt
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From:

Sent: Friday, 4 September 2020 9:05 PM
To: Campbell Barry

Subject: Re: A long, but important message

I like and respect the stance you have taken on this. I voted for you because of your honesty and openness
and I do not regret that.
Thanks

Sent from my iPad

On 4/09/2020, at 6:39 PM, Mayor Campbell Barry <campbell.barry@huttcity.govt.nz> wrote:

il
| am writing to you this evening to clarify the purchase of my family home in Wainuiomata.

As a Councillor and as Mayor | have always been transparent, upfront, and honest about issues —it's
an approach | consider to underpin everything | have done since | was elected to the Wainuiomata
Community Board in 2010.

However, it’s still a bit unusual to be in a position to have to talk to you about the home my wife Laura
and | purchased last year in Wainuiomata.

Along with my mother and father in law, my wife and | were fortunate enough to buy a beautiful home
with some land on Upper Fitzherbert Road.

We were looking for something rural, with the ability to accommodate Laura and me, as well as her
mum and dad. Ultimately we were also looking with a view to a future family, and room to grow.

When we were looking to move at the end of 2018, we looked at houses right across the Hutt. It will
not surprise you that being Wainuiomata born and bred, | was pretty keen to keep living locally. We
viewed a handful of houses in Wainuiomata, and we put offers on two houses that were not
accepted.

In December of that year, our real estate agent reached out and suggested we take a look at the
home we now live in. We didn’t fall immediately in love with it after looking at the online listing, so
didn’t pursue it at the time and continued looking at other options.

After Christmas that year, we saw that the house was still for sale. We asked the listing agent to
setup a viewing. Soon after we viewed it a second time with Laura’s mum and dad, and then after
that things moved quickly (as they do), and we put in an offer in February 2019 which was declined in
favour of another purchaser. Later that month, the first offer fell through and we were invited to make
another offer, which was accepted.

When we purchased the home, | also emailed Council officers advising them of the house purchase
and invited them to raise any issues. There were no legal issues identified, and | was given general
advice on how to best manage homeownership in terms of Council’s planning processes.

So — why am | telling you all of this?



When | was standing for Mayor last year, and close to the election, a number of my political
opponents were busy making a number of allegations about the purchase of our family home.

For those who aren’t familiar with the Upper Fitzherbert area in Wainuiomata, it has long been
identified as a potential site for housing development. It is one of the few remaining areas of rural
land in the Hutt, where large scale housing development is possible.

This was flagged in the Hutt City Council’s Urban Growth Strategy in 2012-2032. People have also,
for years, advocated for a second access way in the area, in part to support the development of
housing.

Regardless of these long term visions, there are no plans or budget in the pipeline to rezone the area
to allow for development of this scale. In fact, Council staff confirmed this when they released all
information related to Wainuiomata North in December last year.

Despite much of the thinking and reports being public, my opponents claim | learned about detailed
plans as a Councillor, and then sought to buy a house in an area where | would financially benefit.

Along with staff, councillors, and stakeholders at the end of 2018 | did attend a session run by
consultants who described work as “blue sky thinking”, and were in part based on potential
development plans from 1976.

My political opponents said | had received detailed private briefings about potential
development. According to them, | then used that information to pursue a private sale for our
home.

Those things aren’t true.

But still, my political opponents wrote a complaint to authorities, and then aggressively shopped the
story around to journalists in Wellington and all the way up to Auckland.

This was all happening in late August and early September, just before voting in the local body
elections opened. It doesn’t take a rocket scientist to figure out the allegations had a political
motivation to them.

| spoke at length with journalists, answering questions, providing information — and the journalists, in
turn, spoke to Hutt City Council staff, the real estate agents we dealt with, our neighbours, local
government experts, and anyone else they needed to speak to in order to test the veracity of the
claims being made.

Every single journalist and news editor declined to print the story. There was simply nothing in it, and
no facts to back up the allegations that were being made.

The authorities also assessed what was being alleged, and declined to look at the matter any
further.

So, again — why am | telling you all of this?

It has now been about a year since that group of people started to shop the story around about our
family home.

So it was a bit surprising to learn recently that journalists had again been approached, with the same
allegations, by the same people, seeking to inflict the same damage.

Today I've decided I've had enough of this kind of politics.

While | know who is behind the complaints, there’s no benefit in naming them. | know they have a
political axe to grind, and that the allegations have time and again been debunked.



And it’s not that | am above reproach, or questions being asked. Questions have been asked. A lot
of them. I've been upfront and honest about absolutely everything. It speaks for itself that there
hasn’t been anything of substance to report on.

But instead of continuing to go over these things again, by journalists who are seeing half-baked
allegations for the first time, I'm going to explain them to you directly.

Some people say that “explaining is losing”. | personally give the public a lot more credit than that,
and think people are smart enough and experienced enough to make their own judgments. In this
circumstance, I'm confident the facts speak for themselves.

| was elected Mayor last year with a promise to always be open and transparent, and to tell things
how they are. This might mean that we may not always agree, but you can be confident I've listened
and been upfront with you in response.

As many will know, buying a home is generally a happy time in your life. Instead, my family has been
under constant stress from these allegations which have, and continue to come up.

Rumors and innuendos are not what people are interested in, nor is petty and dirty politics. The
people | speak with want their elected officials to focus on the issues that matter. Housing,
infrastructure, our environment, and building back better from COVID-19.

Those issues will always be my focus, and will continue to be my focus. Part of this is directly
addressing this issue, which is a distraction from everything else.

So there itis. The story of my family home purchase in about 1000 words.

And if you have any questions at all, don’t hesitate to flick me a message, or send me an email. Ill
do my best to respond to everyone.

Kind regards,

Campbell Barry
Mayor of Lower Hutt




From:

Sent: Friday, 4 September 2020 9:02 PM
To: Campbell Barry

Subject: RE: A long, but important message

Thank you and I’'m very sorry that you had to write such a detailed explanation. | had never heard of any of this until
now and think it is completely ridiculous that you have been put through such a horrible business. Your family home
is your private affair and | hope you can soon enjoy it as such. It’s very sad that some people waste so much time
like this.

- adds:

You have my full support in this and for the great job you are doing as our mayor. Keep your ideals alive and long
may you continue to serve us.

From: Mayor Campbell Barry

Sent: Friday, 4 September 2020 6:40 PM

Subject: A long, but important message

Hi
| am writing to you this evening to clarify the purchase of my family home in Wainuiomata.

As a Councillor and as Mayor | have always been transparent, upfront, and honest about issues — it's an approach |
consider to underpin everything | have done since | was elected to the Wainuiomata Community Board in 2010.

However, it’s still a bit unusual to be in a position to have to talk to you about the home my wife Laura and |
purchased last year in Wainuiomata.

Along with my mother and father in law, my wife and | were fortunate enough to buy a beautiful home with some land
on Upper Fitzherbert Road.

We were looking for something rural, with the ability to accommodate Laura and me, as well as her mum and
dad. Ultimately we were also looking with a view to a future family, and room to grow.

When we were looking to move at the end of 2018, we looked at houses right across the Hutt. It will not surprise you
that being Wainuiomata born and bred, | was pretty keen to keep living locally. We viewed a handful of houses in
Wainuiomata, and we put offers on two houses that were not accepted.

In December of that year, our real estate agent reached out and suggested we take a look at the home we now live
in. We didn’t fall immediately in love with it after looking at the online listing, so didn’t pursue it at the time and
continued looking at other options.



After Christmas that year, we saw that the house was still for sale. We asked the listing agent to setup a

viewing. Soon after we viewed it a second time with Laura’s mum and dad, and then after that things moved quickly
(as they do), and we put in an offer in February 2019 which was declined in favour of another purchaser. Later that
month, the first offer fell through and we were invited to make another offer, which was accepted.

When we purchased the home, | also emailed Council officers advising them of the house purchase and invited them
to raise any issues. There were no legal issues identified, and | was given general advice on how to best manage
homeownership in terms of Council’s planning processes.

So — why am | telling you all of this?

When | was standing for Mayor last year, and close to the election, a number of my political opponents were busy
making a number of allegations about the purchase of our family home.

For those who aren’t familiar with the Upper Fitzherbert area in Wainuiomata, it has long been identified as a potential
site for housing development. It is one of the few remaining areas of rural land in the Hutt, where large scale housing
development is possible.

This was flagged in the Hutt City Council’s Urban Growth Strategy in 2012-2032. People have also, for years,
advocated for a second access way in the area, in part to support the development of housing.

Regardless of these long term visions, there are no plans or budget in the pipeline to rezone the area to allow for
development of this scale. In fact, Council staff confirmed this when they released all information related to
Wainuiomata North in December last year.

Despite much of the thinking and reports being public, my opponents claim | learned about detailed plans as a
Councillor, and then sought to buy a house in an area where | would financially benefit.

Along with staff, councillors, and stakeholders at the end of 2018 | did attend a session run by consultants who
described work as “blue sky thinking”, and were in part based on potential development plans from 1976.

My political opponents said | had received detailed private briefings about potential development. According to them,
| then used that information to pursue a private sale for our home.

Those things aren’t true.

But still, my political opponents wrote a complaint to authorities, and then aggressively shopped the story around to
journalists in Wellington and all the way up to Auckland.

This was all happening in late August and early September, just before voting in the local body elections opened. It
doesn’t take a rocket scientist to figure out the allegations had a political motivation to them.

| spoke at length with journalists, answering questions, providing information — and the journalists, in turn, spoke to
Hutt City Council staff, the real estate agents we dealt with, our neighbours, local government experts, and anyone
else they needed to speak to in order to test the veracity of the claims being made.

Every single journalist and news editor declined to print the story. There was simply nothing in it, and no facts to back
up the allegations that were being made.

The authorities also assessed what was being alleged, and declined to look at the matter any further.
So, again — why am | telling you all of this?
It has now been about a year since that group of people started to shop the story around about our family home.

So it was a bit surprising to learn recently that journalists had again been approached, with the same allegations, by
the same people, seeking to inflict the same damage.

Today I've decided I've had enough of this kind of politics.



While | know who is behind the complaints, there’s no benefit in naming them. | know they have a political axe to
grind, and that the allegations have time and again been debunked.

And it's not that | am above reproach, or questions being asked. Questions have been asked. A lot of them. I've
been upfront and honest about absolutely everything. It speaks for itself that there hasn’t been anything of substance
to report on.

But instead of continuing to go over these things again, by journalists who are seeing half-baked allegations for the
first time, I’'m going to explain them to you directly.

Some people say that “explaining is losing”. | personally give the public a lot more credit than that, and think people
are smart enough and experienced enough to make their own judgments. In this circumstance, I'm confident the facts
speak for themselves.

| was elected Mayor last year with a promise to always be open and transparent, and to tell things how they are. This
might mean that we may not always agree, but you can be confident I've listened and been upfront with you in
response.

As many will know, buying a home is generally a happy time in your life. Instead, my family has been under constant
stress from these allegations which have, and continue to come up.

Rumors and innuendos are not what people are interested in, nor is petty and dirty politics. The people | speak with
want their elected officials to focus on the issues that matter. Housing, infrastructure, our environment, and building
back better from COVID-19.

Those issues will always be my focus, and will continue to be my focus. Part of this is directly addressing this issue,
which is a distraction from everything else.

So there itis. The story of my family home purchase in about 1000 words.

And if you have any questions at all, don’t hesitate to flick me a message, or send me an email. I'll do my best to
respond to everyone.

Kind regards,

Campbell Barry
Mayor of Lower Hutt




L

From:

Sent: Friday, 4 September 2020 8:41 PM
To: Campbell Barry

Subject: Re: A long, but important message

Dear Campbell,

Thank you for sharing this with us. Both- and | are saddened to hear of the stress you and your family
have suffered due to these baseless allegations made by your political opponents. We have known you for
most of your life and do not believe you would put yourself before your community. You should be able to
buy your first home without been criticised over the area you choose to live in. We appreciate all you do
for our community and you have our support. Kia kaha Campbell.

Regards

From: Mayor Campbell Barry
Sent: Friday, September 4, 2020 6:39 PM

Subject: A'long, but important message

g |

I am writing to you this evening to clarify the purchase of my family home in Wainuiomata.

As a Councillor and as Mayor | have always been transparent, upfront, and honest about issues — it's an approach |
consider to underpin everything | have done since | was elected to the Wainuiomata Community Board in 2010.

However, it’s still a bit unusual to be in a position to have to talk to you about the home my wife Laura and |
purchased last year in Wainuiomata.

Along with my mother and father in law, my wife and | were fortunate enough to buy a beautiful home with some land
on Upper Fitzherbert Road.

We were looking for something rural, with the ability to accommodate Laura and me, as well as her mum and
dad. Ultimately we were also looking with a view to a future family, and room to grow.

When we were looking to move at the end of 2018, we looked at houses right across the Hutt. It will not surprise you
that being Wainuiomata born and bred, | was pretty keen to keep living locally. We viewed a handful of houses in
Wainuiomata, and we put offers on two houses that were not accepted.

In December of that year, our real estate agent reached out and suggested we take a look at the home we now live
in. We didn’t fall immediately in love with it after looking at the online listing, so didn’t pursue it at the time and
continued looking at other options.

After Christmas that year, we saw that the house was still for sale. We asked the listing agent to setup a

viewing. Soon after we viewed it a second time with Laura’s mum and dad, and then after that things moved quickly
(as they do), and we put in an offer in February 2019 which was declined in favour of another purchaser. Later that
month, the first offer fell through and we were invited to make another offer, which was accepted.

When we purchased the home, | also emailed Council officers advising them of the house purchase and invited them
to raise any issues. There were no legal issues identified, and | was given general advice on how to best manage
homeownership in terms of Council’s planning processes.

So — why am | telling you all of this?



When | was standing for Mayor last year, and close to the election, a number of my political opponents were busy
making a number of allegations about the purchase of our family home.

For those who aren’t familiar with the Upper Fitzherbert area in Wainuiomata, it has long been identified as a potential
site for housing development. It is one of the few remaining areas of rural land in the Hutt, where large scale housing
development is possible.

This was flagged in the Hutt City Council’s Urban Growth Strategy in 2012-2032. People have also, for years,
advocated for a second access way in the area, in part to support the development of housing.

Regardless of these long term visions, there are no plans or budget in the pipeline to rezone the area to allow for
development of this scale. In fact, Council staff confirmed this when they released all information related to
Wainuiomata North in December last year.

Despite much of the thinking and reports being public, my opponents claim | learned about detailed plans as a
Councillor, and then sought to buy a house in an area where | would financially benefit.

Along with staff, councillors, and stakeholders at the end of 2018 | did attend a session run by consultants who
described work as “blue sky thinking”, and were in part based on potential development plans from 1976.

My political opponents said | had received detailed private briefings about potential development. According to them,
| then used that information to pursue a private sale for our home.

Those things aren’t true.

But still, my political opponents wrote a complaint to authorities, and then aggressively shopped the story around to
journalists in Wellington and all the way up to Auckland.

This was all happening in late August and early September, just before voting in the local body elections opened. It
doesn’t take a rocket scientist to figure out the allegations had a political motivation to them.

| spoke at length with journalists, answering questions, providing information — and the journalists, in turn, spoke to
Hutt City Council staff, the real estate agents we dealt with, our neighbours, local government experts, and anyone
else they needed to speak to in order to test the veracity of the claims being made.

Every single journalist and news editor declined to print the story. There was simply nothing in it, and no facts to back
up the allegations that were being made.

The authorities also assessed what was being alleged, and declined to look at the matter any further.
So, again — why am | telling you all of this?
It has now been about a year since that group of people started to shop the story around about our family home.

So it was a bit surprising to learn recently that journalists had again been approached, with the same allegations, by
the same people, seeking to inflict the same damage.

Today I've decided I've had enough of this kind of politics.

While | know who is behind the complaints, there’s no benefit in naming them. | know they have a political axe to
grind, and that the allegations have time and again been debunked.

And it's not that | am above reproach, or questions being asked. Questions have been asked. A lot of them. I've
been upfront and honest about absolutely everything. It speaks for itself that there hasn’t been anything of substance
to report on.

But instead of continuing to go over these things again, by journalists who are seeing half-baked allegations for the
first time, I’'m going to explain them to you directly.

Some people say that “explaining is losing”. | personally give the public a lot more credit than that, and think people
are smart enough and experienced enough to make their own judgments. In this circumstance, I'm confident the facts
speak for themselves.



| was elected Mayor last year with a promise to always be open and transparent, and to tell things how they are. This
might mean that we may not always agree, but you can be confident I've listened and been upfront with you in
response.

As many will know, buying a home is generally a happy time in your life. Instead, my family has been under constant
stress from these allegations which have, and continue to come up.

Rumors and innuendos are not what people are interested in, nor is petty and dirty politics. The people | speak with
want their elected officials to focus on the issues that matter. Housing, infrastructure, our environment, and building
back better from COVID-19.

Those issues will always be my focus, and will continue to be my focus. Part of this is directly addressing this issue,
which is a distraction from everything else.

So there itis. The story of my family home purchase in about 1000 words.

And if you have any questions at all, don’t hesitate to flick me a message, or send me an email. I'll do my best to
respond to everyone.

Kind regards,

Campbell Barry
Mayor of Lower Hutt




From:

Sent: Friday, 4 September 2020 8:27 PM
To: Campbell Barry

Subject: Re: A long, but important message
Hey Campbell

Thanks for the email... I voted for you and will again as you are doing whats best for the people and the
community.

Hope you and your family enjoy your home and I wish you all the very best.

Kind Regards

On 04 September 2020 at 18:39 Mayor Campbell Barry <campbell.barry@huttcity.govt.nz>
wrote:

il
I am writing to you this evening to clarify the purchase of my family home in Wainuiomata.

As a Councillor and as Mayor I have always been transparent, upfront, and honest about
issues — it’s an approach I consider to underpin everything I have done since I was elected to
the Wainuiomata Community Board in 2010.

However, it’s still a bit unusual to be in a position to have to talk to you about the home my
wife Laura and I purchased last year in Wainuiomata.

Along with my mother and father in law, my wife and I were fortunate enough to buy a
beautiful home with some land on Upper Fitzherbert Road.

We were looking for something rural, with the ability to accommodate Laura and me, as well
as her mum and dad. Ultimately we were also looking with a view to a future family, and
room to grow.

When we were looking to move at the end of 2018, we looked at houses right across the
Hutt. It will not surprise you that being Wainuiomata born and bred, I was pretty keen to
keep living locally. We viewed a handful of houses in Wainuiomata, and we put offers on
two houses that were not accepted.

In December of that year, our real estate agent reached out and suggested we take a look at
the home we now live in. We didn’t fall immediately in love with it after looking at the
online listing, so didn’t pursue it at the time and continued looking at other options.

After Christmas that year, we saw that the house was still for sale. We asked the listing
agent to setup a viewing. Soon after we viewed it a second time with Laura’s mum and dad,
and then after that things moved quickly (as they do), and we put in an offer in February



2019 which was declined in favour of another purchaser. Later that month, the first offer fell
through and we were invited to make another offer, which was accepted.

When we purchased the home, I also emailed Council officers advising them of the house
purchase and invited them to raise any issues. There were no legal issues identified, and I
was given general advice on how to best manage homeownership in terms of Council’s
planning processes.

So — why am I telling you all of this?

When I was standing for Mayor last year, and close to the election, a number of my political
opponents were busy making a number of allegations about the purchase of our family home.

For those who aren’t familiar with the Upper Fitzherbert area in Wainuiomata, it has long
been identified as a potential site for housing development. It is one of the few remaining
areas of rural land in the Hutt, where large scale housing development is possible.

This was flagged in the Hutt City Council’s Urban Growth Strategy in 2012-2032. People
have also, for years, advocated for a second access way in the area, in part to support the
development of housing.

Regardless of these long term visions, there are no plans or budget in the pipeline to rezone
the area to allow for development of this scale. In fact, Council staff confirmed this when
they released all information related to Wainuiomata North in December last year.

Despite much of the thinking and reports being public, my opponents claim I learned about
detailed plans as a Councillor, and then sought to buy a house in an area where I would
financially benefit.

Along with staff, councillors, and stakeholders at the end of 2018 I did attend a session run
by consultants who described work as “blue sky thinking”, and were in part based on
potential development plans from 1976.

My political opponents said I had received detailed private briefings about potential
development. According to them, I then used that information to pursue a private sale for
our home.

Those things aren’t true.

But still, my political opponents wrote a complaint to authorities, and then aggressively
shopped the story around to journalists in Wellington and all the way up to Auckland.

This was all happening in late August and early September, just before voting in the local
body elections opened. It doesn’t take a rocket scientist to figure out the allegations had a
political motivation to them.

I spoke at length with journalists, answering questions, providing information — and the
journalists, in turn, spoke to Hutt City Council staff, the real estate agents we dealt with, our
neighbours, local government experts, and anyone else they needed to speak to in order to
test the veracity of the claims being made.

Every single journalist and news editor declined to print the story. There was simply nothing
in it, and no facts to back up the allegations that were being made.



The authorities also assessed what was being alleged, and declined to look at the matter any
further.

So, again — why am I telling you all of this?

It has now been about a year since that group of people started to shop the story around about
our family home.

So it was a bit surprising to learn recently that journalists had again been approached, with
the same allegations, by the same people, seeking to inflict the same damage.

Today I’ve decided I’ve had enough of this kind of politics.

While I know who is behind the complaints, there’s no benefit in naming them. I know they
have a political axe to grind, and that the allegations have time and again been debunked.

And it’s not that I am above reproach, or questions being asked. Questions have been
asked. A lot of them. I’ve been upfront and honest about absolutely everything. It speaks
for itself that there hasn’t been anything of substance to report on.

But instead of continuing to go over these things again, by journalists who are seeing half-
baked allegations for the first time, I’'m going to explain them to you directly.

Some people say that “explaining is losing”. I personally give the public a lot more credit
than that, and think people are smart enough and experienced enough to make their own
judgments. In this circumstance, I'm confident the facts speak for themselves.

I was elected Mayor last year with a promise to always be open and transparent, and to tell
things how they are. This might mean that we may not always agree, but you can be
confident I’ve listened and been upfront with you in response.

As many will know, buying a home is generally a happy time in your life. Instead, my
family has been under constant stress from these allegations which have, and continue to
come up.

Rumors and innuendos are not what people are interested in, nor is petty and dirty
politics. The people I speak with want their elected officials to focus on the issues that

matter. Housing, infrastructure, our environment, and building back better from COVID-19.

Those issues will always be my focus, and will continue to be my focus. Part of this is
directly addressing this issue, which is a distraction from everything else.

So there it is. The story of my family home purchase in about 1000 words.

And if you have any questions at all, don’t hesitate to flick me a message, or send me an
email. I’ll do my best to respond to everyone.

Kind regards,



Campbell Barry
Mayor of Lower Hutt




From:

Sent: Friday, 4 September 2020 8:22 PM
To: Campbell Barry

Subject: Re: A long, but important message

Hang in there Campbell :-) | hope this rubbish stops soon for you. Regards [|jjjJj

Get Outlook for Android

From: Mayor Campbell Barry <campbell.barry@huttcity.govt.nz>
Sent: Friday, September 4, 2020 6:39:07 PM

To:
Subject: A long, but important message

Hi
| am writing to you this evening to clarify the purchase of my family home in Wainuiomata.

As a Councillor and as Mayor | have always been transparent, upfront, and honest about issues — it's an approach |
consider to underpin everything | have done since | was elected to the Wainuiomata Community Board in 2010.

However, it's still a bit unusual to be in a position to have to talk to you about the home my wife Laura and |
purchased last year in Wainuiomata.

Along with my mother and father in law, my wife and | were fortunate enough to buy a beautiful home with some land
on Upper Fitzherbert Road.

We were looking for something rural, with the ability to accommodate Laura and me, as well as her mum and
dad. Ultimately we were also looking with a view to a future family, and room to grow.

When we were looking to move at the end of 2018, we looked at houses right across the Hutt. It will not surprise you
that being Wainuiomata born and bred, | was pretty keen to keep living locally. We viewed a handful of houses in
Wainuiomata, and we put offers on two houses that were not accepted.

In December of that year, our real estate agent reached out and suggested we take a look at the home we now live
in. We didn’t fall immediately in love with it after looking at the online listing, so didn’t pursue it at the time and
continued looking at other options.

After Christmas that year, we saw that the house was still for sale. We asked the listing agent to setup a

viewing. Soon after we viewed it a second time with Laura’s mum and dad, and then after that things moved quickly
(as they do), and we put in an offer in February 2019 which was declined in favour of another purchaser. Later that
month, the first offer fell through and we were invited to make another offer, which was accepted.

When we purchased the home, | also emailed Council officers advising them of the house purchase and invited them
to raise any issues. There were no legal issues identified, and | was given general advice on how to best manage
homeownership in terms of Council’s planning processes.

So — why am | telling you all of this?

When | was standing for Mayor last year, and close to the election, a number of my political opponents were busy
making a number of allegations about the purchase of our family home.

For those who aren’t familiar with the Upper Fitzherbert area in Wainuiomata, it has long been identified as a potential
site for housing development. It is one of the few remaining areas of rural land in the Hutt, where large scale housing
development is possible.



This was flagged in the Hutt City Council’s Urban Growth Strategy in 2012-2032. People have also, for years,
advocated for a second access way in the area, in part to support the development of housing.

Regardless of these long term visions, there are no plans or budget in the pipeline to rezone the area to allow for
development of this scale. In fact, Council staff confirmed this when they released all information related to
Wainuiomata North in December last year.

Despite much of the thinking and reports being public, my opponents claim | learned about detailed plans as a
Councillor, and then sought to buy a house in an area where | would financially benefit.

Along with staff, councillors, and stakeholders at the end of 2018 | did attend a session run by consultants who
described work as “blue sky thinking”, and were in part based on potential development plans from 1976.

My political opponents said | had received detailed private briefings about potential development. According to them,
| then used that information to pursue a private sale for our home.

Those things aren’t true.

But still, my political opponents wrote a complaint to authorities, and then aggressively shopped the story around to
journalists in Wellington and all the way up to Auckland.

This was all happening in late August and early September, just before voting in the local body elections opened. It
doesn’t take a rocket scientist to figure out the allegations had a political motivation to them.

| spoke at length with journalists, answering questions, providing information — and the journalists, in turn, spoke to
Hutt City Council staff, the real estate agents we dealt with, our neighbours, local government experts, and anyone
else they needed to speak to in order to test the veracity of the claims being made.

Every single journalist and news editor declined to print the story. There was simply nothing in it, and no facts to back
up the allegations that were being made.

The authorities also assessed what was being alleged, and declined to look at the matter any further.
So, again — why am [ telling you all of this?
It has now been about a year since that group of people started to shop the story around about our family home.

So it was a bit surprising to learn recently that journalists had again been approached, with the same allegations, by
the same people, seeking to inflict the same damage.

Today I've decided I've had enough of this kind of politics.

While | know who is behind the complaints, there’s no benefit in naming them. | know they have a political axe to
grind, and that the allegations have time and again been debunked.

And it's not that | am above reproach, or questions being asked. Questions have been asked. A lot of them. I've
been upfront and honest about absolutely everything. It speaks for itself that there hasn’t been anything of substance
to report on.

But instead of continuing to go over these things again, by journalists who are seeing half-baked allegations for the
first time, I’'m going to explain them to you directly.

Some people say that “explaining is losing”. | personally give the public a lot more credit than that, and think people
are smart enough and experienced enough to make their own judgments. In this circumstance, I'm confident the facts
speak for themselves.

| was elected Mayor last year with a promise to always be open and transparent, and to tell things how they are. This
might mean that we may not always agree, but you can be confident I've listened and been upfront with you in
response.

As many will know, buying a home is generally a happy time in your life. Instead, my family has been under constant
stress from these allegations which have, and continue to come up.



Rumors and innuendos are not what people are interested in, nor is petty and dirty politics. The people | speak with
want their elected officials to focus on the issues that matter. Housing, infrastructure, our environment, and building
back better from COVID-19.

Those issues will always be my focus, and will continue to be my focus. Part of this is directly addressing this issue,
which is a distraction from everything else.

So there itis. The story of my family home purchase in about 1000 words.

And if you have any questions at all, don’t hesitate to flick me a message, or send me an email. I'll do my best to
respond to everyone.

Kind regards,

Campbell Barry
Mayor of Lower Hutt




From:

Sent: Friday, 4 September 2020 8:09 PM
To: Campbell Barry

Subject: Re: A long, but important message
Hi Campbell

Thanks for outlining this ridiculous situation.
Best wishes to your family and hope you are able now to enjoy your home.

As always you have all my support. We are fortunate to have you as our Mayor.

Kind reiards

On Sep 4, 2020, at 6:39 PM, Mayor Campbell Barry <campbell.barry@huttcity.govt.nz> wrote:

from COVID-19.

Those issues will always be my focus, and will continue to be my focus. Part of this is
directly addressing this issue, which is a distraction from everything else.



From:

Sent: Friday, 4 September 2020 8:06 PM
To: Campbell Barry

Subject: Re: A long, but important message
Dear Cambell

Sorry you have had to spend valuable time going to these lengths to explain a house purchase to ward off
political skulduggery- but good on you for front footing it and taking the power away from them.
Hopefully, you can now focus back on the good work you are doing for the community.

Kia Kaha

Sent from my iPhone

On 4/09/2020, at 6:39 PM, Mayor Campbell Barry <campbell.barry@huttcity.govt.nz> wrote:

Hi [l

| am writing to you this evening to clarify the purchase of my family home in Wainuiomata.

As a Councillor and as Mayor | have always been transparent, upfront, and honest about issues — it's
an approach | consider to underpin everything | have done since | was elected to the Wainuiomata
Community Board in 2010.

However, it’s still a bit unusual to be in a position to have to talk to you about the home my wife Laura
and | purchased last year in Wainuiomata.

Along with my mother and father in law, my wife and | were fortunate enough to buy a beautiful home
with some land on Upper Fitzherbert Road.

We were looking for something rural, with the ability to accommodate Laura and me, as well as her
mum and dad. Ultimately we were also looking with a view to a future family, and room to grow.

When we were looking to move at the end of 2018, we looked at houses right across the Hutt. It will
not surprise you that being Wainuiomata born and bred, | was pretty keen to keep living locally. We
viewed a handful of houses in Wainuiomata, and we put offers on two houses that were not
accepted.

In December of that year, our real estate agent reached out and suggested we take a look at the
home we now live in. We didn’t fall immediately in love with it after looking at the online listing, so
didn’t pursue it at the time and continued looking at other options.

After Christmas that year, we saw that the house was still for sale. We asked the listing agent to
setup a viewing. Soon after we viewed it a second time with Laura’s mum and dad, and then after
that things moved quickly (as they do), and we put in an offer in February 2019 which was declined in
favour of another purchaser. Later that month, the first offer fell through and we were invited to make
another offer, which was accepted.

When we purchased the home, | also emailed Council officers advising them of the house purchase
and invited them to raise any issues. There were no legal issues identified, and | was given general
advice on how to best manage homeownership in terms of Council’s planning processes.

So — why am | telling you all of this?



When | was standing for Mayor last year, and close to the election, a number of my political
opponents were busy making a number of allegations about the purchase of our family home.

For those who aren’t familiar with the Upper Fitzherbert area in Wainuiomata, it has long been
identified as a potential site for housing development. It is one of the few remaining areas of rural
land in the Hutt, where large scale housing development is possible.

This was flagged in the Hutt City Council’s Urban Growth Strategy in 2012-2032. People have also,
for years, advocated for a second access way in the area, in part to support the development of
housing.

Regardless of these long term visions, there are no plans or budget in the pipeline to rezone the area
to allow for development of this scale. In fact, Council staff confirmed this when they released all
information related to Wainuiomata North in December last year.

Despite much of the thinking and reports being public, my opponents claim | learned about detailed
plans as a Councillor, and then sought to buy a house in an area where | would financially benefit.

Along with staff, councillors, and stakeholders at the end of 2018 | did attend a session run by
consultants who described work as “blue sky thinking”, and were in part based on potential
development plans from 1976.

My political opponents said | had received detailed private briefings about potential
development. According to them, | then used that information to pursue a private sale for our
home.

Those things aren’t true.

But still, my political opponents wrote a complaint to authorities, and then aggressively shopped the
story around to journalists in Wellington and all the way up to Auckland.

This was all happening in late August and early September, just before voting in the local body
elections opened. It doesn’t take a rocket scientist to figure out the allegations had a political
motivation to them.

| spoke at length with journalists, answering questions, providing information — and the journalists, in
turn, spoke to Hutt City Council staff, the real estate agents we dealt with, our neighbours, local
government experts, and anyone else they needed to speak to in order to test the veracity of the
claims being made.

Every single journalist and news editor declined to print the story. There was simply nothing in it, and
no facts to back up the allegations that were being made.

The authorities also assessed what was being alleged, and declined to look at the matter any
further.

So, again — why am | telling you all of this?

It has now been about a year since that group of people started to shop the story around about our
family home.

So it was a bit surprising to learn recently that journalists had again been approached, with the same
allegations, by the same people, seeking to inflict the same damage.

Today I've decided I've had enough of this kind of politics.

While | know who is behind the complaints, there’s no benefit in naming them. | know they have a
political axe to grind, and that the allegations have time and again been debunked.



And it's not that | am above reproach, or questions being asked. Questions have been asked. A lot
of them. I've been upfront and honest about absolutely everything. It speaks for itself that there
hasn’t been anything of substance to report on.

But instead of continuing to go over these things again, by journalists who are seeing half-baked
allegations for the first time, I'm going to explain them to you directly.

Some people say that “explaining is losing”. | personally give the public a lot more credit than that,
and think people are smart enough and experienced enough to make their own judgments. In this
circumstance, I'm confident the facts speak for themselves.

| was elected Mayor last year with a promise to always be open and transparent, and to tell things
how they are. This might mean that we may not always agree, but you can be confident I've listened
and been upfront with you in response.

As many will know, buying a home is generally a happy time in your life. Instead, my family has been
under constant stress from these allegations which have, and continue to come up.

Rumors and innuendos are not what people are interested in, nor is petty and dirty politics. The
people | speak with want their elected officials to focus on the issues that matter. Housing,
infrastructure, our environment, and building back better from COVID-19.

Those issues will always be my focus, and will continue to be my focus. Part of this is directly
addressing this issue, which is a distraction from everything else.

So there itis. The story of my family home purchase in about 1000 words.

And if you have any questions at all, don’t hesitate to flick me a message, or send me an email. Ill
do my best to respond to everyone.

Kind regards,

Campbell Barry
Mayor of Lower Hutt




From:

Sent: Friday, 4 September 2020 7:10 PM
To: Campbell Barry

Subject: Re: A long, but important message

Bloody good of you to out it out there.

Good stuff mate. And hope this makes it clear to them to back the fuck off.

Best rei;ards

Get Outlook for Android

From: Mayor Campbell Barry <campbell.barry@huttcity.govt.nz>
Sent: Friday, September 4, 2020 6:39:18 PM

To:
Subject: A long, but important message

Hi
| am writing to you this evening to clarify the purchase of my family home in Wainuiomata.

As a Councillor and as Mayor | have always been transparent, upfront, and honest about issues — it's an approach |
consider to underpin everything | have done since | was elected to the Wainuiomata Community Board in 2010.

However, it's still a bit unusual to be in a position to have to talk to you about the home my wife Laura and |
purchased last year in Wainuiomata.

Along with my mother and father in law, my wife and | were fortunate enough to buy a beautiful home with some land
on Upper Fitzherbert Road.

We were looking for something rural, with the ability to accommodate Laura and me, as well as her mum and
dad. Ultimately we were also looking with a view to a future family, and room to grow.

When we were looking to move at the end of 2018, we looked at houses right across the Hutt. It will not surprise you
that being Wainuiomata born and bred, | was pretty keen to keep living locally. We viewed a handful of houses in
Wainuiomata, and we put offers on two houses that were not accepted.

In December of that year, our real estate agent reached out and suggested we take a look at the home we now live
in. We didn’t fall immediately in love with it after looking at the online listing, so didn’t pursue it at the time and
continued looking at other options.

After Christmas that year, we saw that the house was still for sale. We asked the listing agent to setup a

viewing. Soon after we viewed it a second time with Laura’s mum and dad, and then after that things moved quickly
(as they do), and we put in an offer in February 2019 which was declined in favour of another purchaser. Later that
month, the first offer fell through and we were invited to make another offer, which was accepted.

When we purchased the home, | also emailed Council officers advising them of the house purchase and invited them
to raise any issues. There were no legal issues identified, and | was given general advice on how to best manage
homeownership in terms of Council’s planning processes.

So — why am | telling you all of this?



When | was standing for Mayor last year, and close to the election, a number of my political opponents were busy
making a number of allegations about the purchase of our family home.

For those who aren’t familiar with the Upper Fitzherbert area in Wainuiomata, it has long been identified as a potential
site for housing development. It is one of the few remaining areas of rural land in the Hutt, where large scale housing
development is possible.

This was flagged in the Hutt City Council’s Urban Growth Strategy in 2012-2032. People have also, for years,
advocated for a second access way in the area, in part to support the development of housing.

Regardless of these long term visions, there are no plans or budget in the pipeline to rezone the area to allow for
development of this scale. In fact, Council staff confirmed this when they released all information related to
Wainuiomata North in December last year.

Despite much of the thinking and reports being public, my opponents claim | learned about detailed plans as a
Councillor, and then sought to buy a house in an area where | would financially benefit.

Along with staff, councillors, and stakeholders at the end of 2018 | did attend a session run by consultants who
described work as “blue sky thinking”, and were in part based on potential development plans from 1976.

My political opponents said | had received detailed private briefings about potential development. According to them,
| then used that information to pursue a private sale for our home.

Those things aren’t true.

But still, my political opponents wrote a complaint to authorities, and then aggressively shopped the story around to
journalists in Wellington and all the way up to Auckland.

This was all happening in late August and early September, just before voting in the local body elections opened. It
doesn’t take a rocket scientist to figure out the allegations had a political motivation to them.

| spoke at length with journalists, answering questions, providing information — and the journalists, in turn, spoke to
Hutt City Council staff, the real estate agents we dealt with, our neighbours, local government experts, and anyone
else they needed to speak to in order to test the veracity of the claims being made.

Every single journalist and news editor declined to print the story. There was simply nothing in it, and no facts to back
up the allegations that were being made.

The authorities also assessed what was being alleged, and declined to look at the matter any further.
So, again — why am | telling you all of this?
It has now been about a year since that group of people started to shop the story around about our family home.

So it was a bit surprising to learn recently that journalists had again been approached, with the same allegations, by
the same people, seeking to inflict the same damage.

Today I've decided I've had enough of this kind of politics.

While | know who is behind the complaints, there’s no benefit in naming them. | know they have a political axe to
grind, and that the allegations have time and again been debunked.

And it's not that | am above reproach, or questions being asked. Questions have been asked. A lot of them. I've
been upfront and honest about absolutely everything. It speaks for itself that there hasn’t been anything of substance
to report on.

But instead of continuing to go over these things again, by journalists who are seeing half-baked allegations for the
first time, I’'m going to explain them to you directly.

Some people say that “explaining is losing”. | personally give the public a lot more credit than that, and think people
are smart enough and experienced enough to make their own judgments. In this circumstance, I'm confident the facts
speak for themselves.



| was elected Mayor last year with a promise to always be open and transparent, and to tell things how they are. This
might mean that we may not always agree, but you can be confident I've listened and been upfront with you in
response.

As many will know, buying a home is generally a happy time in your life. Instead, my family has been under constant
stress from these allegations which have, and continue to come up.

Rumors and innuendos are not what people are interested in, nor is petty and dirty politics. The people | speak with
want their elected officials to focus on the issues that matter. Housing, infrastructure, our environment, and building
back better from COVID-19.

Those issues will always be my focus, and will continue to be my focus. Part of this is directly addressing this issue,
which is a distraction from everything else.

So there itis. The story of my family home purchase in about 1000 words.

And if you have any questions at all, don’t hesitate to flick me a message, or send me an email. I'll do my best to
respond to everyone.

Kind regards,

Campbell Barry
Mayor of Lower Hutt




From:

Sent: Friday, 4 September 2020 7:57 PM
To: Campbell Barry

Subject: Re: A long, but important message

Kia Kaha Mayor Campbell Barry, your doing an awesome job as Hutt City's Mayor.

On Fri, 4 Sep 2020, 6:39 PM Mayor Campbell Barry, <campbell.barry@huttcity.govt.nz> wrote:

Hi

| am writing to you this evening to clarify the purchase of my family home in Wainuiomata.

As a Councillor and as Mayor | have always been transparent, upfront, and honest about issues — it's an approach |
consider to underpin everything | have done since | was elected to the Wainuiomata Community Board in 2010.

However, it's still a bit unusual to be in a position to have to talk to you about the home my wife Laura and |
purchased last year in Wainuiomata.

Along with my mother and father in law, my wife and | were fortunate enough to buy a beautiful home with some land
on Upper Fitzherbert Road.

We were looking for something rural, with the ability to accommodate Laura and me, as well as her mum and
dad. Ultimately we were also looking with a view to a future family, and room to grow.

When we were looking to move at the end of 2018, we looked at houses right across the Hutt. It will not surprise you
that being Wainuiomata born and bred, | was pretty keen to keep living locally. We viewed a handful of houses in
Wainuiomata, and we put offers on two houses that were not accepted.

In December of that year, our real estate agent reached out and suggested we take a look at the home we now live
in. We didn’t fall immediately in love with it after looking at the online listing, so didn’t pursue it at the time and
continued looking at other options.

After Christmas that year, we saw that the house was still for sale. We asked the listing agent to setup a

viewing. Soon after we viewed it a second time with Laura’s mum and dad, and then after that things moved quickly
(as they do), and we put in an offer in February 2019 which was declined in favour of another purchaser. Later that
month, the first offer fell through and we were invited to make another offer, which was accepted.

When we purchased the home, | also emailed Council officers advising them of the house purchase and invited them
to raise any issues. There were no legal issues identified, and | was given general advice on how to best manage
homeownership in terms of Council’s planning processes.

So — why am | telling you all of this?

When | was standing for Mayor last year, and close to the election, a number of my political opponents were busy
making a number of allegations about the purchase of our family home.

For those who aren’t familiar with the Upper Fitzherbert area in Wainuiomata, it has long been identified as a
potential site for housing development. It is one of the few remaining areas of rural land in the Hutt, where large
scale housing development is possible.

This was flagged in the Hutt City Council’s Urban Growth Strategy in 2012-2032. People have also, for years,
advocated for a second access way in the area, in part to support the development of housing.



Regardless of these long term visions, there are no plans or budget in the pipeline to rezone the area to allow for
development of this scale. In fact, Council staff confirmed this when they released all information related to
Wainuiomata North in December last year.

Despite much of the thinking and reports being public, my opponents claim | learned about detailed plans as a
Councillor, and then sought to buy a house in an area where | would financially benefit.

Along with staff, councillors, and stakeholders at the end of 2018 | did attend a session run by consultants who
described work as “blue sky thinking”, and were in part based on potential development plans from 1976.

My political opponents said | had received detailed private briefings about potential development. According to
them, | then used that information to pursue a private sale for our home.

Those things aren’t true.

But still, my political opponents wrote a complaint to authorities, and then aggressively shopped the story around to
journalists in Wellington and all the way up to Auckland.

This was all happening in late August and early September, just before voting in the local body elections opened. It
doesn’t take a rocket scientist to figure out the allegations had a political motivation to them.

| spoke at length with journalists, answering questions, providing information — and the journalists, in turn, spoke to
Hutt City Council staff, the real estate agents we dealt with, our neighbours, local government experts, and anyone
else they needed to speak to in order to test the veracity of the claims being made.

Every single journalist and news editor declined to print the story. There was simply nothing in it, and no facts to
back up the allegations that were being made.

The authorities also assessed what was being alleged, and declined to look at the matter any further.
So, again — why am | telling you all of this?
It has now been about a year since that group of people started to shop the story around about our family home.

So it was a bit surprising to learn recently that journalists had again been approached, with the same allegations, by
the same people, seeking to inflict the same damage.

Today I've decided I've had enough of this kind of politics.

While | know who is behind the complaints, there’s no benefit in naming them. | know they have a political axe to
grind, and that the allegations have time and again been debunked.

And it's not that | am above reproach, or questions being asked. Questions have been asked. A lot of them. I've
been upfront and honest about absolutely everything. It speaks for itself that there hasn’t been anything of
substance to report on.

But instead of continuing to go over these things again, by journalists who are seeing half-baked allegations for the
first time, I’'m going to explain them to you directly.

Some people say that “explaining is losing”. | personally give the public a lot more credit than that, and think people
are smart enough and experienced enough to make their own judgments. In this circumstance, I'm confident the
facts speak for themselves.

| was elected Mayor last year with a promise to always be open and transparent, and to tell things how they
are. This might mean that we may not always agree, but you can be confident I've listened and been upfront with
you in response.

As many will know, buying a home is generally a happy time in your life. Instead, my family has been under constant
stress from these allegations which have, and continue to come up.



Rumors and innuendos are not what people are interested in, nor is petty and dirty politics. The people | speak with
want their elected officials to focus on the issues that matter. Housing, infrastructure, our environment, and building
back better from COVID-19.

Those issues will always be my focus, and will continue to be my focus. Part of this is directly addressing this issue,
which is a distraction from everything else.

So there itis. The story of my family home purchase in about 1000 words.

And if you have any questions at all, don’t hesitate to flick me a message, or send me an email. I'll do my best to
respond to everyone.

Kind regards,

Campbell Barry
Mayor of Lower Hutt




From:

Sent: Friday, 4 September 2020 7:53 PM
To: Campbell Barry

Subject: Re: A long, but important message

Kia Ora Campbell

You know in your heart of hearts what is right and you have always come across as a
person of integrity, so I wouldn't worry about it! What they sow is what they reap!

You don't have to explain to people who know you, because if you weren't tika it will
catch up with you!

Nga mihi mahana

From: Mayor Campbell Barry <campbell.barry@huttcity.govt.nz>
Sent: Friday, 4 September 2020 6:39 AM
To:
Subject: A long, but important message

Hi [
| am writing to you this evening to clarify the purchase of my family home in Wainuiomata.

As a Councillor and as Mayor | have always been transparent, upfront, and honest about issues — it's an approach |
consider to underpin everything | have done since | was elected to the Wainuiomata Community Board in 2010.

However, it’s still a bit unusual to be in a position to have to talk to you about the home my wife Laura and |
purchased last year in Wainuiomata.

Along with my mother and father in law, my wife and | were fortunate enough to buy a beautiful home with some land
on Upper Fitzherbert Road.

We were looking for something rural, with the ability to accommodate Laura and me, as well as her mum and
dad. Ultimately we were also looking with a view to a future family, and room to grow.

When we were looking to move at the end of 2018, we looked at houses right across the Hutt. It will not surprise you
that being Wainuiomata born and bred, | was pretty keen to keep living locally. We viewed a handful of houses in
Wainuiomata, and we put offers on two houses that were not accepted.

In December of that year, our real estate agent reached out and suggested we take a look at the home we now live
in. We didn’t fall immediately in love with it after looking at the online listing, so didn’t pursue it at the time and
continued looking at other options.

After Christmas that year, we saw that the house was still for sale. We asked the listing agent to setup a

viewing. Soon after we viewed it a second time with Laura’s mum and dad, and then after that things moved quickly
(as they do), and we put in an offer in February 2019 which was declined in favour of another purchaser. Later that
month, the first offer fell through and we were invited to make another offer, which was accepted.



When we purchased the home, | also emailed Council officers advising them of the house purchase and invited them
to raise any issues. There were no legal issues identified, and | was given general advice on how to best manage
homeownership in terms of Council’s planning processes.

So — why am | telling you all of this?

When | was standing for Mayor last year, and close to the election, a number of my political opponents were busy
making a number of allegations about the purchase of our family home.

For those who aren’t familiar with the Upper Fitzherbert area in Wainuiomata, it has long been identified as a potential
site for housing development. It is one of the few remaining areas of rural land in the Hutt, where large scale housing
development is possible.

This was flagged in the Hutt City Council’s Urban Growth Strategy in 2012-2032. People have also, for years,
advocated for a second access way in the area, in part to support the development of housing.

Regardless of these long term visions, there are no plans or budget in the pipeline to rezone the area to allow for
development of this scale. In fact, Council staff confirmed this when they released all information related to
Wainuiomata North in December last year.

Despite much of the thinking and reports being public, my opponents claim | learned about detailed plans as a
Councillor, and then sought to buy a house in an area where | would financially benefit.

Along with staff, councillors, and stakeholders at the end of 2018 | did attend a session run by consultants who
described work as “blue sky thinking”, and were in part based on potential development plans from 1976.

My political opponents said | had received detailed private briefings about potential development. According to them,
| then used that information to pursue a private sale for our home.

Those things aren’t true.

But still, my political opponents wrote a complaint to authorities, and then aggressively shopped the story around to
journalists in Wellington and all the way up to Auckland.

This was all happening in late August and early September, just before voting in the local body elections opened. It
doesn’t take a rocket scientist to figure out the allegations had a political motivation to them.

| spoke at length with journalists, answering questions, providing information — and the journalists, in turn, spoke to
Hutt City Council staff, the real estate agents we dealt with, our neighbours, local government experts, and anyone
else they needed to speak to in order to test the veracity of the claims being made.

Every single journalist and news editor declined to print the story. There was simply nothing in it, and no facts to back
up the allegations that were being made.

The authorities also assessed what was being alleged, and declined to look at the matter any further.
So, again — why am | telling you all of this?
It has now been about a year since that group of people started to shop the story around about our family home.

So it was a bit surprising to learn recently that journalists had again been approached, with the same allegations, by
the same people, seeking to inflict the same damage.

Today I've decided I've had enough of this kind of politics.

While | know who is behind the complaints, there’s no benefit in naming them. | know they have a political axe to
grind, and that the allegations have time and again been debunked.

And it's not that | am above reproach, or questions being asked. Questions have been asked. A lot of them. I've
been upfront and honest about absolutely everything. It speaks for itself that there hasn’t been anything of substance
to report on.

But instead of continuing to go over these things again, by journalists who are seeing half-baked allegations for the
first time, I’'m going to explain them to you directly.



Some people say that “explaining is losing”. | personally give the public a lot more credit than that, and think people
are smart enough and experienced enough to make their own judgments. In this circumstance, I'm confident the facts
speak for themselves.

| was elected Mayor last year with a promise to always be open and transparent, and to tell things how they are. This
might mean that we may not always agree, but you can be confident I've listened and been upfront with you in
response.

As many will know, buying a home is generally a happy time in your life. Instead, my family has been under constant
stress from these allegations which have, and continue to come up.

Rumors and innuendos are not what people are interested in, nor is petty and dirty politics. The people | speak with
want their elected officials to focus on the issues that matter. Housing, infrastructure, our environment, and building
back better from COVID-19.

Those issues will always be my focus, and will continue to be my focus. Part of this is directly addressing this issue,
which is a distraction from everything else.

So there itis. The story of my family home purchase in about 1000 words.

And if you have any questions at all, don’t hesitate to flick me a message, or send me an email. I'll do my best to
respond to everyone.

Kind regards,

Campbell Barry
Mayor of Lower Hutt




From:

Sent: Friday, 4 September 2020 7:46 PM
To: Campbell Barry

Subject: Re: A long, but important message

I hadnt heard anything about this Campbell but sadly it doesn't surprise me. Sorry the excitement of buying
your new home had the shine taken off by these deluded and jealous people. I think you are doing a great
job as mayor. It's been a very long time since I've been proud to say I'm from the Hutt. There are some
powerful interests who must be desperate to see you fail so hope you can stay strong and stare them down.
Take care.

On Fri, 4 Sep 2020, 6:39 PM Mayor Campbell Barry, <campbell.barry@huttcity.govt.nz> wrote:

Hi

| am writing to you this evening to clarify the purchase of my family home in Wainuiomata.

As a Councillor and as Mayor | have always been transparent, upfront, and honest about issues — it's an approach |
consider to underpin everything | have done since | was elected to the Wainuiomata Community Board in 2010.

However, it’s still a bit unusual to be in a position to have to talk to you about the home my wife Laura and |
purchased last year in Wainuiomata.

Along with my mother and father in law, my wife and | were fortunate enough to buy a beautiful home with some land
on Upper Fitzherbert Road.

We were looking for something rural, with the ability to accommodate Laura and me, as well as her mum and
dad. Ultimately we were also looking with a view to a future family, and room to grow.

When we were looking to move at the end of 2018, we looked at houses right across the Hutt. It will not surprise you
that being Wainuiomata born and bred, | was pretty keen to keep living locally. We viewed a handful of houses in
Wainuiomata, and we put offers on two houses that were not accepted.

In December of that year, our real estate agent reached out and suggested we take a look at the home we now live
in. We didn’t fall immediately in love with it after looking at the online listing, so didn’t pursue it at the time and
continued looking at other options.

After Christmas that year, we saw that the house was still for sale. We asked the listing agent to setup a

viewing. Soon after we viewed it a second time with Laura’s mum and dad, and then after that things moved quickly
(as they do), and we put in an offer in February 2019 which was declined in favour of another purchaser. Later that
month, the first offer fell through and we were invited to make another offer, which was accepted.

When we purchased the home, | also emailed Council officers advising them of the house purchase and invited them
to raise any issues. There were no legal issues identified, and | was given general advice on how to best manage
homeownership in terms of Council’s planning processes.

So — why am | telling you all of this?

When | was standing for Mayor last year, and close to the election, a number of my political opponents were busy
making a number of allegations about the purchase of our family home.

For those who aren’t familiar with the Upper Fitzherbert area in Wainuiomata, it has long been identified as a
potential site for housing development. It is one of the few remaining areas of rural land in the Hutt, where large
scale housing development is possible.



This was flagged in the Hutt City Council’s Urban Growth Strategy in 2012-2032. People have also, for years,
advocated for a second access way in the area, in part to support the development of housing.

Regardless of these long term visions, there are no plans or budget in the pipeline to rezone the area to allow for
development of this scale. In fact, Council staff confirmed this when they released all information related to
Wainuiomata North in December last year.

Despite much of the thinking and reports being public, my opponents claim | learned about detailed plans as a
Councillor, and then sought to buy a house in an area where | would financially benefit.

Along with staff, councillors, and stakeholders at the end of 2018 | did attend a session run by consultants who
described work as “blue sky thinking”, and were in part based on potential development plans from 1976.

My political opponents said | had received detailed private briefings about potential development. According to
them, | then used that information to pursue a private sale for our home.

Those things aren’t true.

But still, my political opponents wrote a complaint to authorities, and then aggressively shopped the story around to
journalists in Wellington and all the way up to Auckland.

This was all happening in late August and early September, just before voting in the local body elections opened. It
doesn’t take a rocket scientist to figure out the allegations had a political motivation to them.

| spoke at length with journalists, answering questions, providing information — and the journalists, in turn, spoke to
Hutt City Council staff, the real estate agents we dealt with, our neighbours, local government experts, and anyone
else they needed to speak to in order to test the veracity of the claims being made.

Every single journalist and news editor declined to print the story. There was simply nothing in it, and no facts to
back up the allegations that were being made.

The authorities also assessed what was being alleged, and declined to look at the matter any further.
So, again — why am | telling you all of this?
It has now been about a year since that group of people started to shop the story around about our family home.

So it was a bit surprising to learn recently that journalists had again been approached, with the same allegations, by
the same people, seeking to inflict the same damage.

Today I've decided I've had enough of this kind of politics.

While | know who is behind the complaints, there’s no benefit in naming them. | know they have a political axe to
grind, and that the allegations have time and again been debunked.

And it's not that | am above reproach, or questions being asked. Questions have been asked. A lot of them. I've
been upfront and honest about absolutely everything. It speaks for itself that there hasn’t been anything of
substance to report on.

But instead of continuing to go over these things again, by journalists who are seeing half-baked allegations for the
first time, I’'m going to explain them to you directly.

Some people say that “explaining is losing”. | personally give the public a lot more credit than that, and think people
are smart enough and experienced enough to make their own judgments. In this circumstance, I’'m confident the
facts speak for themselves.

| was elected Mayor last year with a promise to always be open and transparent, and to tell things how they
are. This might mean that we may not always agree, but you can be confident I've listened and been upfront with
you in response.



As many will know, buying a home is generally a happy time in your life. Instead, my family has been under constant
stress from these allegations which have, and continue to come up.

Rumors and innuendos are not what people are interested in, nor is petty and dirty politics. The people | speak with
want their elected officials to focus on the issues that matter. Housing, infrastructure, our environment, and building
back better from COVID-19.

Those issues will always be my focus, and will continue to be my focus. Part of this is directly addressing this issue,
which is a distraction from everything else.

So there itis. The story of my family home purchase in about 1000 words.

And if you have any questions at all, don’t hesitate to flick me a message, or send me an email. I'll do my best to
respond to everyone.

Kind regards,

Campbell Barry
Mayor of Lower Hutt




From:

Sent: Friday, 4 September 2020 7:44 PM
To: Campbell Barry

Subject: RE: A long, but important message

Thanks Campbell. You certainly still have my support. All the best,_

Sent from Mail for Windows 10

From: Mayor Campbell Barry

Sent: Friday, 4 September 2020 6:39 pm
To:

Subject: A long, but important message

Hi
| am writing to you this evening to clarify the purchase of my family home in Wainuiomata.

As a Councillor and as Mayor | have always been transparent, upfront, and honest about issues — it's an approach |
consider to underpin everything | have done since | was elected to the Wainuiomata Community Board in 2010.

Howevers, it’s still a bit unusual to be in a position to have to talk to you about the home my wife Laura and |
purchased last year in Wainuiomata.

Along with my mother and father in law, my wife and | were fortunate enough to buy a beautiful home with some land
on Upper Fitzherbert Road.

We were looking for something rural, with the ability to accommodate Laura and me, as well as her mum and
dad. Ultimately we were also looking with a view to a future family, and room to grow.

When we were looking to move at the end of 2018, we looked at houses right across the Hutt. It will not surprise you
that being Wainuiomata born and bred, | was pretty keen to keep living locally. We viewed a handful of houses in
Wainuiomata, and we put offers on two houses that were not accepted.

In December of that year, our real estate agent reached out and suggested we take a look at the home we now live
in. We didn’t fall immediately in love with it after looking at the online listing, so didn’t pursue it at the time and
continued looking at other options.

After Christmas that year, we saw that the house was still for sale. We asked the listing agent to setup a

viewing. Soon after we viewed it a second time with Laura’s mum and dad, and then after that things moved quickly
(as they do), and we put in an offer in February 2019 which was declined in favour of another purchaser. Later that
month, the first offer fell through and we were invited to make another offer, which was accepted.

When we purchased the home, | also emailed Council officers advising them of the house purchase and invited them
to raise any issues. There were no legal issues identified, and | was given general advice on how to best manage
homeownership in terms of Council’s planning processes.

So — why am | telling you all of this?

When | was standing for Mayor last year, and close to the election, a number of my political opponents were busy
making a number of allegations about the purchase of our family home.



For those who aren’t familiar with the Upper Fitzherbert area in Wainuiomata, it has long been identified as a potential
site for housing development. It is one of the few remaining areas of rural land in the Hutt, where large scale housing
development is possible.

This was flagged in the Hutt City Council’s Urban Growth Strategy in 2012-2032. People have also, for years,
advocated for a second access way in the area, in part to support the development of housing.

Regardless of these long term visions, there are no plans or budget in the pipeline to rezone the area to allow for
development of this scale. In fact, Council staff confirmed this when they released all information related to
Wainuiomata North in December last year.

Despite much of the thinking and reports being public, my opponents claim | learned about detailed plans as a
Councillor, and then sought to buy a house in an area where | would financially benefit.

Along with staff, councillors, and stakeholders at the end of 2018 | did attend a session run by consultants who
described work as “blue sky thinking”, and were in part based on potential development plans from 1976.

My political opponents said | had received detailed private briefings about potential development. According to them,
| then used that information to pursue a private sale for our home.

Those things aren’t true.

But still, my political opponents wrote a complaint to authorities, and then aggressively shopped the story around to
journalists in Wellington and all the way up to Auckland.

This was all happening in late August and early September, just before voting in the local body elections opened. It
doesn’t take a rocket scientist to figure out the allegations had a political motivation to them.

| spoke at length with journalists, answering questions, providing information — and the journalists, in turn, spoke to
Hutt City Council staff, the real estate agents we dealt with, our neighbours, local government experts, and anyone
else they needed to speak to in order to test the veracity of the claims being made.

Every single journalist and news editor declined to print the story. There was simply nothing in it, and no facts to back
up the allegations that were being made.

The authorities also assessed what was being alleged, and declined to look at the matter any further.
So, again — why am | telling you all of this?
It has now been about a year since that group of people started to shop the story around about our family home.

So it was a bit surprising to learn recently that journalists had again been approached, with the same allegations, by
the same people, seeking to inflict the same damage.

Today I've decided I've had enough of this kind of politics.

While | know who is behind the complaints, there’s no benefit in naming them. | know they have a political axe to
grind, and that the allegations have time and again been debunked.

And it's not that | am above reproach, or questions being asked. Questions have been asked. A lot of them. I've
been upfront and honest about absolutely everything. It speaks for itself that there hasn’t been anything of substance
to report on.

But instead of continuing to go over these things again, by journalists who are seeing half-baked allegations for the
first time, I’'m going to explain them to you directly.

Some people say that “explaining is losing”. | personally give the public a lot more credit than that, and think people
are smart enough and experienced enough to make their own judgments. In this circumstance, I'm confident the facts
speak for themselves.



| was elected Mayor last year with a promise to always be open and transparent, and to tell things how they are. This
might mean that we may not always agree, but you can be confident I've listened and been upfront with you in
response.

As many will know, buying a home is generally a happy time in your life. Instead, my family has been under constant
stress from these allegations which have, and continue to come up.

Rumors and innuendos are not what people are interested in, nor is petty and dirty politics. The people | speak with
want their elected officials to focus on the issues that matter. Housing, infrastructure, our environment, and building
back better from COVID-19.

Those issues will always be my focus, and will continue to be my focus. Part of this is directly addressing this issue,
which is a distraction from everything else.

So there itis. The story of my family home purchase in about 1000 words.

And if you have any questions at all, don’t hesitate to flick me a message, or send me an email. I'll do my best to
respond to everyone.

Kind regards,

Campbell Barry
Mayor of Lower Hutt




From:

Sent: Friday, 4 September 2020 7:42 PM
To: Campbell Barry

Subject: Re: A long, but important message

Wow interesting that you have to go to that extent and I can see why you need to.
Thank you I am Wainui bred lived in Norfolk street, and to be honest the whole Wanui is really up for
development. Wainui college and intermediate, the mall area, by parkway college road, besides the Wainui

health centre a ritirememt home, the village faulke ave.

Good luck if your referee tomorrow have fun this is more important than having to share your house
purchase. Glad you did so I get an understanding how the John keys party work.

Good luck @

Reiards

On Fri, 4 Sep 2020 at 6:39 PM, Mayor Campbell Barry <campbell.barry@huttcity.govt.nz> wrote:

i .

| am writing to you this evening to clarify the purchase of my family home in Wainuiomata.

As a Councillor and as Mayor | have always been transparent, upfront, and honest about issues — it's an approach |
consider to underpin everything | have done since | was elected to the Wainuiomata Community Board in 2010.

However, it’s still a bit unusual to be in a position to have to talk to you about the home my wife Laura and |
purchased last year in Wainuiomata.

Along with my mother and father in law, my wife and | were fortunate enough to buy a beautiful home with some land
on Upper Fitzherbert Road.

We were looking for something rural, with the ability to accommodate Laura and me, as well as her mum and
dad. Ultimately we were also looking with a view to a future family, and room to grow.

When we were looking to move at the end of 2018, we looked at houses right across the Hutt. It will not surprise you
that being Wainuiomata born and bred, | was pretty keen to keep living locally. We viewed a handful of houses in
Wainuiomata, and we put offers on two houses that were not accepted.

In December of that year, our real estate agent reached out and suggested we take a look at the home we now live
in. We didn’t fall immediately in love with it after looking at the online listing, so didn’t pursue it at the time and
continued looking at other options.

After Christmas that year, we saw that the house was still for sale. We asked the listing agent to setup a

viewing. Soon after we viewed it a second time with Laura’s mum and dad, and then after that things moved quickly
(as they do), and we put in an offer in February 2019 which was declined in favour of another purchaser. Later that
month, the first offer fell through and we were invited to make another offer, which was accepted.



When we purchased the home, | also emailed Council officers advising them of the house purchase and invited them
to raise any issues. There were no legal issues identified, and | was given general advice on how to best manage
homeownership in terms of Council’s planning processes.

So — why am | telling you all of this?

When | was standing for Mayor last year, and close to the election, a number of my political opponents were busy
making a number of allegations about the purchase of our family home.

For those who aren’t familiar with the Upper Fitzherbert area in Wainuiomata, it has long been identified as a
potential site for housing development. It is one of the few remaining areas of rural land in the Hutt, where large
scale housing development is possible.

This was flagged in the Hutt City Council’s Urban Growth Strategy in 2012-2032. People have also, for years,
advocated for a second access way in the area, in part to support the development of housing.

Regardless of these long term visions, there are no plans or budget in the pipeline to rezone the area to allow for
development of this scale. In fact, Council staff confirmed this when they released all information related to
Wainuiomata North in December last year.

Despite much of the thinking and reports being public, my opponents claim | learned about detailed plans as a
Councillor, and then sought to buy a house in an area where | would financially benefit.

Along with staff, councillors, and stakeholders at the end of 2018 | did attend a session run by consultants who
described work as “blue sky thinking”, and were in part based on potential development plans from 1976.

My political opponents said | had received detailed private briefings about potential development. According to
them, | then used that information to pursue a private sale for our home.

Those things aren’t true.

But still, my political opponents wrote a complaint to authorities, and then aggressively shopped the story around to
journalists in Wellington and all the way up to Auckland.

This was all happening in late August and early September, just before voting in the local body elections opened. It
doesn’t take a rocket scientist to figure out the allegations had a political motivation to them.

| spoke at length with journalists, answering questions, providing information — and the journalists, in turn, spoke to
Hutt City Council staff, the real estate agents we dealt with, our neighbours, local government experts, and anyone
else they needed to speak to in order to test the veracity of the claims being made.

Every single journalist and news editor declined to print the story. There was simply nothing in it, and no facts to
back up the allegations that were being made.

The authorities also assessed what was being alleged, and declined to look at the matter any further.
So, again — why am | telling you all of this?
It has now been about a year since that group of people started to shop the story around about our family home.

So it was a bit surprising to learn recently that journalists had again been approached, with the same allegations, by
the same people, seeking to inflict the same damage.

Today I've decided I've had enough of this kind of politics.

While | know who is behind the complaints, there’s no benefit in naming them. | know they have a political axe to
grind, and that the allegations have time and again been debunked.

And it's not that | am above reproach, or questions being asked. Questions have been asked. A lot of them. I've
been upfront and honest about absolutely everything. It speaks for itself that there hasn’t been anything of
substance to report on.



But instead of continuing to go over these things again, by journalists who are seeing half-baked allegations for the
first time, I’'m going to explain them to you directly.

Some people say that “explaining is losing”. | personally give the public a lot more credit than that, and think people
are smart enough and experienced enough to make their own judgments. In this circumstance, I’'m confident the
facts speak for themselves.

| was elected Mayor last year with a promise to always be open and transparent, and to tell things how they
are. This might mean that we may not always agree, but you can be confident I've listened and been upfront with
you in response.

As many will know, buying a home is generally a happy time in your life. Instead, my family has been under constant
stress from these allegations which have, and continue to come up.

Rumors and innuendos are not what people are interested in, nor is petty and dirty politics. The people | speak with
want their elected officials to focus on the issues that matter. Housing, infrastructure, our environment, and building
back better from COVID-19.

Those issues will always be my focus, and will continue to be my focus. Part of this is directly addressing this issue,
which is a distraction from everything else.

So there itis. The story of my family home purchase in about 1000 words.

And if you have any questions at all, don’t hesitate to flick me a message, or send me an email. I'll do my best to
respond to everyone.

Kind regards,

Campbell Barry
Mayor of Lower Hutt




From:

Sent: Friday, 4 September 2020 7:40 PM
To: Campbell Barry

Subject: Re: A long, but important message

Campbell I have no intentions of listening to other peoples allegations and stories 1 stand behind you 100%

On Fri, 4 Sep 2020, 6:39 pm Mayor Campbell Barry, <campbell.barry@huttcity.govt.nz> wrote:

Hi

| am writing to you this evening to clarify the purchase of my family home in Wainuiomata.

As a Councillor and as Mayor | have always been transparent, upfront, and honest about issues — it's an approach |
consider to underpin everything | have done since | was elected to the Wainuiomata Community Board in 2010.

However, it's still a bit unusual to be in a position to have to talk to you about the home my wife Laura and |
purchased last year in Wainuiomata.

Along with my mother and father in law, my wife and | were fortunate enough to buy a beautiful home with some land
on Upper Fitzherbert Road.

We were looking for something rural, with the ability to accommodate Laura and me, as well as her mum and
dad. Ultimately we were also looking with a view to a future family, and room to grow.

When we were looking to move at the end of 2018, we looked at houses right across the Hutt. It will not surprise you
that being Wainuiomata born and bred, | was pretty keen to keep living locally. We viewed a handful of houses in
Wainuiomata, and we put offers on two houses that were not accepted.

In December of that year, our real estate agent reached out and suggested we take a look at the home we now live
in. We didn’t fall immediately in love with it after looking at the online listing, so didn’t pursue it at the time and
continued looking at other options.

After Christmas that year, we saw that the house was still for sale. We asked the listing agent to setup a

viewing. Soon after we viewed it a second time with Laura’s mum and dad, and then after that things moved quickly
(as they do), and we put in an offer in February 2019 which was declined in favour of another purchaser. Later that
month, the first offer fell through and we were invited to make another offer, which was accepted.

When we purchased the home, | also emailed Council officers advising them of the house purchase and invited them
to raise any issues. There were no legal issues identified, and | was given general advice on how to best manage
homeownership in terms of Council’s planning processes.

So — why am | telling you all of this?

When | was standing for Mayor last year, and close to the election, a number of my political opponents were busy
making a number of allegations about the purchase of our family home.

For those who aren’t familiar with the Upper Fitzherbert area in Wainuiomata, it has long been identified as a
potential site for housing development. It is one of the few remaining areas of rural land in the Hutt, where large
scale housing development is possible.

This was flagged in the Hutt City Council’s Urban Growth Strategy in 2012-2032. People have also, for years,
advocated for a second access way in the area, in part to support the development of housing.



Regardless of these long term visions, there are no plans or budget in the pipeline to rezone the area to allow for
development of this scale. In fact, Council staff confirmed this when they released all information related to
Wainuiomata North in December last year.

Despite much of the thinking and reports being public, my opponents claim | learned about detailed plans as a
Councillor, and then sought to buy a house in an area where | would financially benefit.

Along with staff, councillors, and stakeholders at the end of 2018 | did attend a session run by consultants who
described work as “blue sky thinking”, and were in part based on potential development plans from 1976.

My political opponents said | had received detailed private briefings about potential development. According to
them, | then used that information to pursue a private sale for our home.

Those things aren’t true.

But still, my political opponents wrote a complaint to authorities, and then aggressively shopped the story around to
journalists in Wellington and all the way up to Auckland.

This was all happening in late August and early September, just before voting in the local body elections opened. It
doesn’t take a rocket scientist to figure out the allegations had a political motivation to them.

| spoke at length with journalists, answering questions, providing information — and the journalists, in turn, spoke to
Hutt City Council staff, the real estate agents we dealt with, our neighbours, local government experts, and anyone
else they needed to speak to in order to test the veracity of the claims being made.

Every single journalist and news editor declined to print the story. There was simply nothing in it, and no facts to
back up the allegations that were being made.

The authorities also assessed what was being alleged, and declined to look at the matter any further.
So, again — why am | telling you all of this?
It has now been about a year since that group of people started to shop the story around about our family home.

So it was a bit surprising to learn recently that journalists had again been approached, with the same allegations, by
the same people, seeking to inflict the same damage.

Today I've decided I've had enough of this kind of politics.

While | know who is behind the complaints, there’s no benefit in naming them. | know they have a political axe to
grind, and that the allegations have time and again been debunked.

And it's not that | am above reproach, or questions being asked. Questions have been asked. A lot of them. I've
been upfront and honest about absolutely everything. It speaks for itself that there hasn’t been anything of
substance to report on.

But instead of continuing to go over these things again, by journalists who are seeing half-baked allegations for the
first time, I’'m going to explain them to you directly.

Some people say that “explaining is losing”. | personally give the public a lot more credit than that, and think people
are smart enough and experienced enough to make their own judgments. In this circumstance, I'm confident the
facts speak for themselves.

| was elected Mayor last year with a promise to always be open and transparent, and to tell things how they
are. This might mean that we may not always agree, but you can be confident I've listened and been upfront with
you in response.

As many will know, buying a home is generally a happy time in your life. Instead, my family has been under constant
stress from these allegations which have, and continue to come up.



Rumors and innuendos are not what people are interested in, nor is petty and dirty politics. The people | speak with
want their elected officials to focus on the issues that matter. Housing, infrastructure, our environment, and building
back better from COVID-19.

Those issues will always be my focus, and will continue to be my focus. Part of this is directly addressing this issue,
which is a distraction from everything else.

So there itis. The story of my family home purchase in about 1000 words.

And if you have any questions at all, don’t hesitate to flick me a message, or send me an email. I'll do my best to
respond to everyone.

Kind regards,

Campbell Barry
Mayor of Lower Hutt




From:
Sent: Friday, 4 September 2020 7:34 PM
To: Campbell Barry
Subject: Re: A long, but important message
I'm not to sure what you are emailing me about please let me know excactly what this is
about

Sent from Yahoo Mail on Android

On Fri, 4 Sep. 2020 at 4:39 pm, Mayor Campbell Barry
<campbell.barry@huttcity.govt.nz> wrote:

i
| am writing to you this evening to clarify the purchase of my family home in Wainuiomata.

As a Councillor and as Mayor | have always been transparent, upfront, and honest about issues — it's an approach |
consider to underpin everything | have done since | was elected to the Wainuiomata Community Board in 2010.

However, it’s still a bit unusual to be in a position to have to talk to you about the home my wife Laura and |
purchased last year in Wainuiomata.

Along with my mother and father in law, my wife and | were fortunate enough to buy a beautiful home with some land
on Upper Fitzherbert Road.

We were looking for something rural, with the ability to accommodate Laura and me, as well as her mum and
dad. Ultimately we were also looking with a view to a future family, and room to grow.

When we were looking to move at the end of 2018, we looked at houses right across the Hutt. It will not surprise you
that being Wainuiomata born and bred, | was pretty keen to keep living locally. We viewed a handful of houses in
Wainuiomata, and we put offers on two houses that were not accepted.

In December of that year, our real estate agent reached out and suggested we take a look at the home we now live
in. We didn’t fall immediately in love with it after looking at the online listing, so didn’t pursue it at the time and
continued looking at other options.

After Christmas that year, we saw that the house was still for sale. We asked the listing agent to setup a

viewing. Soon after we viewed it a second time with Laura’s mum and dad, and then after that things moved quickly
(as they do), and we put in an offer in February 2019 which was declined in favour of another purchaser. Later that
month, the first offer fell through and we were invited to make another offer, which was accepted.

When we purchased the home, | also emailed Council officers advising them of the house purchase and invited them
to raise any issues. There were no legal issues identified, and | was given general advice on how to best manage
homeownership in terms of Council’s planning processes.

So — why am | telling you all of this?

When | was standing for Mayor last year, and close to the election, a number of my political opponents were busy
making a number of allegations about the purchase of our family home.

For those who aren’t familiar with the Upper Fitzherbert area in Wainuiomata, it has long been identified as a potential
site for housing development. It is one of the few remaining areas of rural land in the Hutt, where large scale housing
development is possible.



This was flagged in the Hutt City Council’s Urban Growth Strategy in 2012-2032. People have also, for years,
advocated for a second access way in the area, in part to support the development of housing.

Regardless of these long term visions, there are no plans or budget in the pipeline to rezone the area to allow for
development of this scale. In fact, Council staff confirmed this when they released all information related to
Wainuiomata North in December last year.

Despite much of the thinking and reports being public, my opponents claim | learned about detailed plans as a
Councillor, and then sought to buy a house in an area where | would financially benefit.

Along with staff, councillors, and stakeholders at the end of 2018 | did attend a session run by consultants who
described work as “blue sky thinking”, and were in part based on potential development plans from 1976.

My political opponents said | had received detailed private briefings about potential development. According to them,
| then used that information to pursue a private sale for our home.

Those things aren’t true.

But still, my political opponents wrote a complaint to authorities, and then aggressively shopped the story around to
journalists in Wellington and all the way up to Auckland.

This was all happening in late August and early September, just before voting in the local body elections opened. It
doesn’t take a rocket scientist to figure out the allegations had a political motivation to them.

| spoke at length with journalists, answering questions, providing information — and the journalists, in turn, spoke to
Hutt City Council staff, the real estate agents we dealt with, our neighbours, local government experts, and anyone
else they needed to speak to in order to test the veracity of the claims being made.

Every single journalist and news editor declined to print the story. There was simply nothing in it, and no facts to back
up the allegations that were being made.

The authorities also assessed what was being alleged, and declined to look at the matter any further.
So, again — why am | telling you all of this?
It has now been about a year since that group of people started to shop the story around about our family home.

So it was a bit surprising to learn recently that journalists had again been approached, with the same allegations, by
the same people, seeking to inflict the same damage.

Today I've decided I've had enough of this kind of politics.

While | know who is behind the complaints, there’s no benefit in naming them. | know they have a political axe to
grind, and that the allegations have time and again been debunked.

And it's not that | am above reproach, or questions being asked. Questions have been asked. A lot of them. I've
been upfront and honest about absolutely everything. It speaks for itself that there hasn’t been anything of substance
to report on.

But instead of continuing to go over these things again, by journalists who are seeing half-baked allegations for the
first time, I’'m going to explain them to you directly.

Some people say that “explaining is losing”. | personally give the public a lot more credit than that, and think people
are smart enough and experienced enough to make their own judgments. In this circumstance, I'm confident the facts
speak for themselves.

| was elected Mayor last year with a promise to always be open and transparent, and to tell things how they are. This
might mean that we may not always agree, but you can be confident I've listened and been upfront with you in
response.



As many will know, buying a home is generally a happy time in your life. Instead, my family has been under constant
stress from these allegations which have, and continue to come up.

Rumors and innuendos are not what people are interested in, nor is petty and dirty politics. The people | speak with
want their elected officials to focus on the issues that matter. Housing, infrastructure, our environment, and building
back better from COVID-19.

Those issues will always be my focus, and will continue to be my focus. Part of this is directly addressing this issue,
which is a distraction from everything else.

So there itis. The story of my family home purchase in about 1000 words.

And if you have any questions at all, don’t hesitate to flick me a message, or send me an email. I'll do my best to
respond to everyone.

Kind regards,

Campbell Barry
Mayor of Lower Hutt




From:

Sent: Friday, 4 September 2020 7:31 PM
To: Campbell Barry

Subject: Re: A long, but important message
Hi Campbell

I'm sorry you and your family have had to deal with this.
Sending best wishes and thank you for being our Mayor.
Best regards and hope to see you around soon.

Get Outlook for Android

From: Mayor Campbell Barry <campbell.barry@huttcity.govt.nz>
Sent: Friday, September 4, 2020 6:39:07 PM

To:
Subject: A long, but important message

i
| am writing to you this evening to clarify the purchase of my family home in Wainuiomata.

As a Councillor and as Mayor | have always been transparent, upfront, and honest about issues — it's an approach |
consider to underpin everything | have done since | was elected to the Wainuiomata Community Board in 2010.

However, it’s still a bit unusual to be in a position to have to talk to you about the home my wife Laura and |
purchased last year in Wainuiomata.

Along with my mother and father in law, my wife and | were fortunate enough to buy a beautiful home with some land
on Upper Fitzherbert Road.

We were looking for something rural, with the ability to accommodate Laura and me, as well as her mum and
dad. Ultimately we were also looking with a view to a future family, and room to grow.

When we were looking to move at the end of 2018, we looked at houses right across the Hutt. It will not surprise you
that being Wainuiomata born and bred, | was pretty keen to keep living locally. We viewed a handful of houses in
Wainuiomata, and we put offers on two houses that were not accepted.

In December of that year, our real estate agent reached out and suggested we take a look at the home we now live
in. We didn’t fall immediately in love with it after looking at the online listing, so didn’t pursue it at the time and
continued looking at other options.

After Christmas that year, we saw that the house was still for sale. We asked the listing agent to setup a

viewing. Soon after we viewed it a second time with Laura’s mum and dad, and then after that things moved quickly
(as they do), and we put in an offer in February 2019 which was declined in favour of another purchaser. Later that
month, the first offer fell through and we were invited to make another offer, which was accepted.

When we purchased the home, | also emailed Council officers advising them of the house purchase and invited them
to raise any issues. There were no legal issues identified, and | was given general advice on how to best manage
homeownership in terms of Council’s planning processes.



So — why am | telling you all of this?

When | was standing for Mayor last year, and close to the election, a number of my political opponents were busy
making a number of allegations about the purchase of our family home.

For those who aren’t familiar with the Upper Fitzherbert area in Wainuiomata, it has long been identified as a potential
site for housing development. It is one of the few remaining areas of rural land in the Hutt, where large scale housing
development is possible.

This was flagged in the Hutt City Council’s Urban Growth Strategy in 2012-2032. People have also, for years,
advocated for a second access way in the area, in part to support the development of housing.

Regardless of these long term visions, there are no plans or budget in the pipeline to rezone the area to allow for
development of this scale. In fact, Council staff confirmed this when they released all information related to
Wainuiomata North in December last year.

Despite much of the thinking and reports being public, my opponents claim | learned about detailed plans as a
Councillor, and then sought to buy a house in an area where | would financially benefit.

Along with staff, councillors, and stakeholders at the end of 2018 | did attend a session run by consultants who
described work as “blue sky thinking”, and were in part based on potential development plans from 1976.

My political opponents said | had received detailed private briefings about potential development. According to them,
| then used that information to pursue a private sale for our home.

Those things aren’t true.

But still, my political opponents wrote a complaint to authorities, and then aggressively shopped the story around to
journalists in Wellington and all the way up to Auckland.

This was all happening in late August and early September, just before voting in the local body elections opened. It
doesn’t take a rocket scientist to figure out the allegations had a political motivation to them.

| spoke at length with journalists, answering questions, providing information — and the journalists, in turn, spoke to
Hutt City Council staff, the real estate agents we dealt with, our neighbours, local government experts, and anyone
else they needed to speak to in order to test the veracity of the claims being made.

Every single journalist and news editor declined to print the story. There was simply nothing in it, and no facts to back
up the allegations that were being made.

The authorities also assessed what was being alleged, and declined to look at the matter any further.
So, again — why am | telling you all of this?
It has now been about a year since that group of people started to shop the story around about our family home.

So it was a bit surprising to learn recently that journalists had again been approached, with the same allegations, by
the same people, seeking to inflict the same damage.

Today I've decided I've had enough of this kind of politics.

While | know who is behind the complaints, there’s no benefit in naming them. | know they have a political axe to
grind, and that the allegations have time and again been debunked.

And it's not that | am above reproach, or questions being asked. Questions have been asked. A lot of them. I've
been upfront and honest about absolutely everything. It speaks for itself that there hasn’t been anything of substance
to report on.

But instead of continuing to go over these things again, by journalists who are seeing half-baked allegations for the
first time, I’'m going to explain them to you directly.

Some people say that “explaining is losing”. | personally give the public a lot more credit than that, and think people
are smart enough and experienced enough to make their own judgments. In this circumstance, I'm confident the facts
speak for themselves.



| was elected Mayor last year with a promise to always be open and transparent, and to tell things how they are. This
might mean that we may not always agree, but you can be confident I've listened and been upfront with you in
response.

As many will know, buying a home is generally a happy time in your life. Instead, my family has been under constant
stress from these allegations which have, and continue to come up.

Rumors and innuendos are not what people are interested in, nor is petty and dirty politics. The people | speak with
want their elected officials to focus on the issues that matter. Housing, infrastructure, our environment, and building
back better from COVID-19.

Those issues will always be my focus, and will continue to be my focus. Part of this is directly addressing this issue,
which is a distraction from everything else.

So there itis. The story of my family home purchase in about 1000 words.

And if you have any questions at all, don’t hesitate to flick me a message, or send me an email. I'll do my best to
respond to everyone.

Kind regards,

Campbell Barry
Mayor of Lower Hutt




From:

Sent: Friday, 4 September 2020 7:29 PM
To: Campbell Barry

Subject: Re: A long, but important message

Kia ora, Campbell. It’s sad that you even have to explain this stuff. You do a wonderful job as our mayor.
There will always be deflectors. Hang in there. Kia kaha.

Get Outlook for 10S

From: Mayor Campbell Barry <campbell.barry@huttcity.govt.nz>
Sent: Friday, September 4, 2020 6:39:13 PM

Subject: A long, but important message

i

| am writing to you this evening to clarify the purchase of my family home in Wainuiomata.

As a Councillor and as Mayor | have always been transparent, upfront, and honest about issues — it's an approach |
consider to underpin everything | have done since | was elected to the Wainuiomata Community Board in 2010.

However, it’s still a bit unusual to be in a position to have to talk to you about the home my wife Laura and |
purchased last year in Wainuiomata.

Along with my mother and father in law, my wife and | were fortunate enough to buy a beautiful home with some land
on Upper Fitzherbert Road.

We were looking for something rural, with the ability to accommodate Laura and me, as well as her mum and
dad. Ultimately we were also looking with a view to a future family, and room to grow.

When we were looking to move at the end of 2018, we looked at houses right across the Hutt. It will not surprise you
that being Wainuiomata born and bred, | was pretty keen to keep living locally. We viewed a handful of houses in
Wainuiomata, and we put offers on two houses that were not accepted.

In December of that year, our real estate agent reached out and suggested we take a look at the home we now live
in. We didn’t fall immediately in love with it after looking at the online listing, so didn’t pursue it at the time and
continued looking at other options.

After Christmas that year, we saw that the house was still for sale. We asked the listing agent to setup a

viewing. Soon after we viewed it a second time with Laura’s mum and dad, and then after that things moved quickly
(as they do), and we put in an offer in February 2019 which was declined in favour of another purchaser. Later that
month, the first offer fell through and we were invited to make another offer, which was accepted.

When we purchased the home, | also emailed Council officers advising them of the house purchase and invited them
to raise any issues. There were no legal issues identified, and | was given general advice on how to best manage
homeownership in terms of Council’s planning processes.

So — why am | telling you all of this?

When | was standing for Mayor last year, and close to the election, a number of my political opponents were busy
making a number of allegations about the purchase of our family home.



For those who aren’t familiar with the Upper Fitzherbert area in Wainuiomata, it has long been identified as a potential
site for housing development. It is one of the few remaining areas of rural land in the Hutt, where large scale housing
development is possible.

This was flagged in the Hutt City Council’s Urban Growth Strategy in 2012-2032. People have also, for years,
advocated for a second access way in the area, in part to support the development of housing.

Regardless of these long term visions, there are no plans or budget in the pipeline to rezone the area to allow for
development of this scale. In fact, Council staff confirmed this when they released all information related to
Wainuiomata North in December last year.

Despite much of the thinking and reports being public, my opponents claim | learned about detailed plans as a
Councillor, and then sought to buy a house in an area where | would financially benefit.

Along with staff, councillors, and stakeholders at the end of 2018 | did attend a session run by consultants who
described work as “blue sky thinking”, and were in part based on potential development plans from 1976.

My political opponents said | had received detailed private briefings about potential development. According to them,
| then used that information to pursue a private sale for our home.

Those things aren’t true.

But still, my political opponents wrote a complaint to authorities, and then aggressively shopped the story around to
journalists in Wellington and all the way up to Auckland.

This was all happening in late August and early September, just before voting in the local body elections opened. It
doesn’t take a rocket scientist to figure out the allegations had a political motivation to them.

| spoke at length with journalists, answering questions, providing information — and the journalists, in turn, spoke to
Hutt City Council staff, the real estate agents we dealt with, our neighbours, local government experts, and anyone
else they needed to speak to in order to test the veracity of the claims being made.

Every single journalist and news editor declined to print the story. There was simply nothing in it, and no facts to back
up the allegations that were being made.

The authorities also assessed what was being alleged, and declined to look at the matter any further.
So, again — why am | telling you all of this?
It has now been about a year since that group of people started to shop the story around about our family home.

So it was a bit surprising to learn recently that journalists had again been approached, with the same allegations, by
the same people, seeking to inflict the same damage.

Today I've decided I've had enough of this kind of politics.

While | know who is behind the complaints, there’s no benefit in naming them. | know they have a political axe to
grind, and that the allegations have time and again been debunked.

And it's not that | am above reproach, or questions being asked. Questions have been asked. A lot of them. I've
been upfront and honest about absolutely everything. It speaks for itself that there hasn’t been anything of substance
to report on.

But instead of continuing to go over these things again, by journalists who are seeing half-baked allegations for the
first time, I’'m going to explain them to you directly.

Some people say that “explaining is losing”. | personally give the public a lot more credit than that, and think people
are smart enough and experienced enough to make their own judgments. In this circumstance, I'm confident the facts
speak for themselves.

| was elected Mayor last year with a promise to always be open and transparent, and to tell things how they are. This
might mean that we may not always agree, but you can be confident I've listened and been upfront with you in
response.



As many will know, buying a home is generally a happy time in your life. Instead, my family has been under constant
stress from these allegations which have, and continue to come up.

Rumors and innuendos are not what people are interested in, nor is petty and dirty politics. The people | speak with
want their elected officials to focus on the issues that matter. Housing, infrastructure, our environment, and building
back better from COVID-19.

Those issues will always be my focus, and will continue to be my focus. Part of this is directly addressing this issue,
which is a distraction from everything else.

So there itis. The story of my family home purchase in about 1000 words.

And if you have any questions at all, don’t hesitate to flick me a message, or send me an email. I'll do my best to
respond to everyone.

Kind regards,

Campbell Barry
Mayor of Lower Hutt




From:

Sent: Friday, 4 September 2020 7:28 PM
To: Campbell Barry

Subject: Re: A long, but important message

Hi Campbell,
Nicely managed.

Cheers,

On Fri, 4 Sep 2020 at 18:39, Mayor Campbell Barry <campbell.barry@huttcity.govt.nz> wrote:

Hi

| am writing to you this evening to clarify the purchase of my family home in Wainuiomata.

As a Councillor and as Mayor | have always been transparent, upfront, and honest about issues — it's an approach |
consider to underpin everything | have done since | was elected to the Wainuiomata Community Board in 2010.

However, it’s still a bit unusual to be in a position to have to talk to you about the home my wife Laura and |
purchased last year in Wainuiomata.

Along with my mother and father in law, my wife and | were fortunate enough to buy a beautiful home with some land
on Upper Fitzherbert Road.

We were looking for something rural, with the ability to accommodate Laura and me, as well as her mum and
dad. Ultimately we were also looking with a view to a future family, and room to grow.

When we were looking to move at the end of 2018, we looked at houses right across the Hutt. It will not surprise you
that being Wainuiomata born and bred, | was pretty keen to keep living locally. We viewed a handful of houses in
Wainuiomata, and we put offers on two houses that were not accepted.

In December of that year, our real estate agent reached out and suggested we take a look at the home we now live
in. We didn’t fall immediately in love with it after looking at the online listing, so didn’t pursue it at the time and
continued looking at other options.

After Christmas that year, we saw that the house was still for sale. We asked the listing agent to setup a

viewing. Soon after we viewed it a second time with Laura’s mum and dad, and then after that things moved quickly
(as they do), and we put in an offer in February 2019 which was declined in favour of another purchaser. Later that
month, the first offer fell through and we were invited to make another offer, which was accepted.

When we purchased the home, | also emailed Council officers advising them of the house purchase and invited them
to raise any issues. There were no legal issues identified, and | was given general advice on how to best manage
homeownership in terms of Council’s planning processes.

So — why am | telling you all of this?

When | was standing for Mayor last year, and close to the election, a number of my political opponents were busy
making a number of allegations about the purchase of our family home.

For those who aren’t familiar with the Upper Fitzherbert area in Wainuiomata, it has long been identified as a
potential site for housing development. It is one of the few remaining areas of rural land in the Hutt, where large
scale housing development is possible.



This was flagged in the Hutt City Council’s Urban Growth Strategy in 2012-2032. People have also, for years,
advocated for a second access way in the area, in part to support the development of housing.

Regardless of these long term visions, there are no plans or budget in the pipeline to rezone the area to allow for
development of this scale. In fact, Council staff confirmed this when they released all information related to
Wainuiomata North in December last year.

Despite much of the thinking and reports being public, my opponents claim | learned about detailed plans as a
Councillor, and then sought to buy a house in an area where | would financially benefit.

Along with staff, councillors, and stakeholders at the end of 2018 | did attend a session run by consultants who
described work as “blue sky thinking”, and were in part based on potential development plans from 1976.

My political opponents said | had received detailed private briefings about potential development. According to
them, | then used that information to pursue a private sale for our home.

Those things aren’t true.

But still, my political opponents wrote a complaint to authorities, and then aggressively shopped the story around to
journalists in Wellington and all the way up to Auckland.

This was all happening in late August and early September, just before voting in the local body elections opened. It
doesn’t take a rocket scientist to figure out the allegations had a political motivation to them.

| spoke at length with journalists, answering questions, providing information — and the journalists, in turn, spoke to
Hutt City Council staff, the real estate agents we dealt with, our neighbours, local government experts, and anyone
else they needed to speak to in order to test the veracity of the claims being made.

Every single journalist and news editor declined to print the story. There was simply nothing in it, and no facts to
back up the allegations that were being made.

The authorities also assessed what was being alleged, and declined to look at the matter any further.
So, again — why am | telling you all of this?
It has now been about a year since that group of people started to shop the story around about our family home.

So it was a bit surprising to learn recently that journalists had again been approached, with the same allegations, by
the same people, seeking to inflict the same damage.

Today I've decided I've had enough of this kind of politics.

While | know who is behind the complaints, there’s no benefit in naming them. | know they have a political axe to
grind, and that the allegations have time and again been debunked.

And it's not that | am above reproach, or questions being asked. Questions have been asked. A lot of them. I've
been upfront and honest about absolutely everything. It speaks for itself that there hasn’t been anything of
substance to report on.

But instead of continuing to go over these things again, by journalists who are seeing half-baked allegations for the
first time, I’'m going to explain them to you directly.

Some people say that “explaining is losing”. | personally give the public a lot more credit than that, and think people
are smart enough and experienced enough to make their own judgments. In this circumstance, I’'m confident the
facts speak for themselves.

| was elected Mayor last year with a promise to always be open and transparent, and to tell things how they
are. This might mean that we may not always agree, but you can be confident I've listened and been upfront with
you in response.



As many will know, buying a home is generally a happy time in your life. Instead, my family has been under constant
stress from these allegations which have, and continue to come up.

Rumors and innuendos are not what people are interested in, nor is petty and dirty politics. The people | speak with
want their elected officials to focus on the issues that matter. Housing, infrastructure, our environment, and building
back better from COVID-19.

Those issues will always be my focus, and will continue to be my focus. Part of this is directly addressing this issue,
which is a distraction from everything else.

So there itis. The story of my family home purchase in about 1000 words.

And if you have any questions at all, don’t hesitate to flick me a message, or send me an email. I'll do my best to
respond to everyone.

Kind regards,

Campbell Barry
Mayor of Lower Hutt




From:

Sent: Friday, 4 September 2020 7:27 PM
To: Campbell Barry

Subject: RE: A long, but important message

Sorry to hear the hell your going through. 100% behind you. You are a trustworthy guy. Take care xx

Sent from my Samsung Galaxy smartphone.

-------- Original message --------
From: Mayor Campbell Barry <campbell.barry@huttcity.govt.nz>

Date: 4/09/20 6:39 im iGMT+12:OOi
To:

Subject: A long, but important message

il
| am writing to you this evening to clarify the purchase of my family home in Wainuiomata.

As a Councillor and as Mayor | have always been transparent, upfront, and honest about issues — it's an approach |
consider to underpin everything | have done since | was elected to the Wainuiomata Community Board in 2010.

However, it’s still a bit unusual to be in a position to have to talk to you about the home my wife Laura and |
purchased last year in Wainuiomata.

Along with my mother and father in law, my wife and | were fortunate enough to buy a beautiful home with some land
on Upper Fitzherbert Road.

We were looking for something rural, with the ability to accommodate Laura and me, as well as her mum and
dad. Ultimately we were also looking with a view to a future family, and room to grow.

When we were looking to move at the end of 2018, we looked at houses right across the Hutt. It will not surprise you
that being Wainuiomata born and bred, | was pretty keen to keep living locally. We viewed a handful of houses in
Wainuiomata, and we put offers on two houses that were not accepted.

In December of that year, our real estate agent reached out and suggested we take a look at the home we now live
in. We didn’t fall immediately in love with it after looking at the online listing, so didn’t pursue it at the time and
continued looking at other options.

After Christmas that year, we saw that the house was still for sale. We asked the listing agent to setup a

viewing. Soon after we viewed it a second time with Laura’s mum and dad, and then after that things moved quickly
(as they do), and we put in an offer in February 2019 which was declined in favour of another purchaser. Later that
month, the first offer fell through and we were invited to make another offer, which was accepted.

When we purchased the home, | also emailed Council officers advising them of the house purchase and invited them
to raise any issues. There were no legal issues identified, and | was given general advice on how to best manage
homeownership in terms of Council’s planning processes.

So — why am | telling you all of this?



When | was standing for Mayor last year, and close to the election, a number of my political opponents were busy
making a number of allegations about the purchase of our family home.

For those who aren’t familiar with the Upper F