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Unsustainable Rates Increases

• Rates increases far exceeds inflation
• 23% of households have only 1 occupant
• Portion of over 65 is increasing



Organic Collection Cost will be an Extra

• No compulsory additional waste collection cost
• Annual cost per litre of wheelie bin = $1.60
• To reduce waste at landfill, the cost per litre should increase for larger bins
• High waste users should subsidise low waste and recycling

Alternative 
Rates

$100

$180

$450

$100

Optional



No to Rates Relief for Low Income

• Lower valued houses already pay lower rates
• Government already gives $750/year to lower income
• Lower incomes also receive 

• child subsidies
• Power subsidies in winter

• People with no cars still contribute 18% of their rates to roads

• No one can afford the higher proposed rates



Government Policy Statement on Transport



This is not the way to run a business

• Any other business could not       
 just keep increasing fees

• Council needs to better manage income and expenditure
• Learn to say “no”
• Stick to core requirements
• No frills, no “nice to haves”

• Tough decisions need to be made – can you make them?
• You can’t spend money you don’t have



This is not the way to run a business

• But they are not limited in how they spend money … stop spending it!



This is not the way to run a business

• These savings are not enough
• A business would become bankrupt if they charged 250% more to 

their customers over a 10 year period



Birmingham City Council - Bankrupt

• Unable to balance its yearly budget
• Borrowed too much, can not repay
• Spending more than residents could afford



Transport

• Any project that does not receive FAR 
subsidy needs to be cancelled

• Cross Valley Connections is a RONS 
 – no HCC money for this

• No changes to speed limits
• No streets for people
• No cycle projects
• No Local Area Traffic Management
• Only renewals and maintenance



City Development

• Residents should not be subsidising 
business growth

• Targeted rate for businesses to cover this
• No to Riverlink

• No pedestrian bridge
• No streetscape
• No riverbank park/promenade
• No “revitalisation”



Community Partnering and Support

• Renewal costs must come from user 
charges

• No new furniture
• No improvements until rates reduce



Open Spaces, Parks and Reserves

• Sportsgrounds  should be 100% paid by users
• Changing rooms
• Renewals
• Tracks
• Cemetery upgrades

• No Petone Grandstand

• Re open Petone Wharf, as it is, with warning notice

• No new development until rates reduce

• Minimum maintenance only



Connectivity, Creativity, Learning and Recreation

• These are “nice to have” but not essential
• Upgrades to be paid by users of the facilities

• Swimming pools
• Fitness centres
• Library stock replacement

• Relocate Petone Historic data and keep library



Sustainability and Resilience

• This is a nice to have, but residents do not care about climate change

• Rubbish in our streets

• Increased use of cars

• Wasting water



Corporate Services

• Why Administration building renewal?
• Why pavilion improvements?  

• These were already upgraded

• Already defibrillators everywhere
• Vehicle purchase seems high
• Is “Go digital” needed at $6.5m?

• Can we reduce staff?



Parking meters in Jackson Street

The Solution
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