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PREFACE

Under the Reserves Act 1977, the Hutt City Council is required to prepare Management
Plans for the reserves under its control, management, or administration. The management
plan is to provide for and ensure the use, enjoyment, maintenance, protection, preservation
and appropriate developmentofreserves.

The Hutt City Council has taken the approach of developing ManagementPlans that cover
all reserves and fee simple land usedas reserves, of similar characteristics and management.
The categories of the ManagementPlansare:

° Bush
Bush Reserves are open space areas that are set aside predominantly for passive purposes.
Bush Reserves generally vary in botanical content and quality but provide habitat

opportunities, visual appeal in terms of landscape values (green space), and recreational
opportunities.

° Sportsgrounds
This ManagementPlan covers sportsgrounds or any partof recreational groundsassociated
with sports and associated facilities that primarily provide for formally organised sporting

activities.

° Facility
Facility Reserves are those reserves where the principal use is a facility for community
activities supporting sporting, educational and recreationalactivities.

° Neighbourhood
Neighbourhood Reserves are located within residential areas and are essentially
characterised by open space, with low levels of development, children’s playgrounds and
unstructured activity. Recreation activities generally consist of passive and active forms of
recreation such as walking, playing and informal ball games. Neighbourhood Reserves
contribute to the appearance of surrounding areas by providing areas of open space and
limited vegetation.

¢ Amenity Horticulture
Amenity Horticulture Reserves are open spaces with a diversity of functions, but managed
predominantly for horticultural purposes. Areas within these reserves are intensively
cultivated and contain a wide variety of species and shrubs, and flower display areas,
available for public enjoymentand passive andactiverecreational opportunities.

¢ Esplanade and Foreshore
Esplanade and Foreshore Reserves are linear areas of land adjacent to a body of water or
water course. This includes the harbour, lakes, rivers, streams, and some drainage ditches

throughoutthe City.

° Little Blue Penguins
This ManagementPlanis for thelittle blue penguin haven in Days Bay. It involves three lots
that are vested as Local Purpose Reserve (Wildlife Management) under the Reserves Act

1977.
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There are a number of ‘Multi’ reserves included within the series of Reserve Management
Plans. Multi reserves are those reserves that contain differing characteristics and

management within the one land parcel. This in turn means that more than one
ManagementPlan applies to that area. The following reserves are considered to be ‘Multi’.

Avalon Park Negaturi Park

Bryan Heath Park North Park
Delaney Park Richard Prouse Park
DowseDrive Reserve Sladden Park
Frank Cameron Park Taita Cemetery
Hikoikoi Reserve / McEwanandLions Park Te Whiti Park

Hutt Rec / Huia Pool William Jones Park
HWShortt Park William Jones Swimming Pool
Leonard WoodPark Williams Park
Memorial Park/Garden of Remembrance Wingate Park
Naenae Park Wise Park/HughSinclair Park

The overall design and structure of the ManagementPlansare generic in nature allowing the
application of general policy while providing flexibility in the application of specifics to
reserves with unique characteristics. The Management Plans are not exhausted with the
specific detail of development proposed for every reserve in the City, but rather use policies
to guide any future developmentand operationsin a consistent manner.

The Reserve Management Plans are to be used alongside the Hutt City Council Reserves
Draft Strategic Directions and the City of Lower Hutt Proposed District Plan in achieving
any outcomes.

 

On Wednesday 17 April 2002 the Strategy and Policy Committee of
The Hutt City Council confirmed the completion of the Bush
Reserve's ManagementPlan under the Reserves Act 1977. The Plan is
now adopted as Council policy and is operational under the Reserves
Act 1977.

‘Bush Reserves Management Plan — April 2002 : ib



TABLE OF CONTENTS

   

1. Introduction............ccecesee cece eteeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeceseeeeecaeeeeeeetee ses neseseeeeaaseesiseesanenneeneean 4

11 Purpose of the Reserves Management Plan..........::::ccsssssescsesseressessssseserenteenees 1

1.2 Identification of Bush Reserves...

1.3 Legislation... ecccecceesesecseessecseseesesssessestsessessasseesnesseessaseeeeeeesaseeseesagey

1.4 Consultations :sesvscerseyecnesvinncnsniearvreensereuesvaaaassmoomarsaevenenmeninaTNTT Sate 1

1.5 Management:and Monitoringys:vssssenrasemsssrearmarecnneeieennns ommomentonnnvannmnnecs 2

2. TheCity of Lower Hutt Proposed District Plan 1995.............cccc ss esses ses sseeeeeeeneneesaeene2

3i The Hutt City Council Bylaw 1997....c::cccccessc ccsessesesecesseecesaesecaneesetaneeesannenesensnseeenesoeuaerees2

4. AUIS... cece cee ceeee cee cee eee cesses see ceaceeeesaesaeeaeeceeseseeseesesasassceesesseeseaseeseeeeegeeeeseeeseeessaescannl2

5. Issues, Objectives and Policies.............c.cscceccsesesssceeceecesceeceeceecaeseseeesseacaseeesecseeeaeeneeeees3

5.1 Statutory and Legal Requirements............ccccesesceeeseeeneeteesetsensecnsssesseesnetiaseneee 3

5.2 IWi Mana WhENU... eeeeerie eters nenteeserteerieenesteetieressiesessieniiesnaesnees4

5.3 Conservation of Flora and Fauna

5.4 Further Development on Bush RESCIVeS.........:c:ccstsesesessessseseseesssevsessesseesaetaeenesee5

55 Passive and Active Recreation............:c:sssscsreescssesesteerteenscsssvsensesssseseeeeseeaseae5

§6 Effects on Adjacent or Neighbouring Properties...........c:cccceceseseesesteetentrereeneeneneend6

5.7 Access and Parking 0n RESEIVES.........cccceeteseeieeeeneeesieeeetetnseseseeenetaeenteed6

5.8 Salety:ON Bush RESCIVES ....s1cicscuesninoesnearnasmaatertarceniemnninaaninsciv smnoneMeeNteN 7

59 Signage on BUSH: RESCIVESissicssssromasrineuseasmennnmaumens eremnveememmrenea8

5.10' ‘Tracks in Bush ReStiVeSsuccsumumnnnnxnmmmmeremere8

5.11 Refuse Disposal...........cceccsseteneeeteereeeeeeeteeeeeeneniesteeneesestrenesieeseeneenieneese9

5.12 Restricted Activities... 9

5.13. Leases:and Licencesw..ssicsissecsnmurceisenraneanevcumessvenuaasrentsvassvevssinsssmeeremueaubaeess 10

5.14 Fire Prevention xsccesavernmenermmmonranmenrcanner11

5.15 Animal Pest Control...cccccenenenesseesestenesrestesssssstesresresasrierrsss 12

5.16 Plant Pest Contol.......0...ccccscceccceesesecsreteeesteseneeenessneesneessessseecnesstesereeniees 12

5.17 Educational Role for Bush RES@rveS...........ccscccccessessessecsesesessesseeeesteesaseeeeeenes 13

5.18 Volunteer Effort in. Bush Reserves. .siccsssssoscesiesssanednasovaovnosesoveovavsndenaveevvaonvaesanese 14

Appendices

Appendix 1 — LegalListings of Bush Reserves

Appendix 2 — Bush Reserve Location Maps

Appendix 3 - Hutt City Council Bylaw - Part 12 - Parks and Reserves

Bush Reserves ManagementPlan — April 2002



1.5 Managementand Monitoring

This Management Plan will be fully reviewed at five yearly intervals. In addition, a
continuous process of monitoring the Management Plan will be carried out, with Council
making alterations and additions as changing circumstances or increased knowledge may
require. Any proposed changes will be publicly notified in accordance with the provisions
of the Reserves Act 1977.

2. The City of Lower Hutt Proposed District Plan

The City of Lower Hutt Proposed District Plan places reserves within one of the five
recreationactivity areas. Issues, objectives, policies and rules have been developed for each
of these activity areas. These provide an overall management framework for the type of
activities and structures that can be located on reserves. Bush Reserves are provided for
predominately in either the General Recreation or Passive Recreation Activity Areas of the
City of Lower Hutt Proposed District Plan. The Resource Management Act 1991 and the
Reserves Act 1977 becomeinterrelated in the managementof reserves through the approach
taken in the City of Lower Hutt Proposed District Plan.

3. The Hutt City Council Bylaw 1997

The Hutt City Council Bylaw 1997 outlines conditions for the operation of parks and
reserves. This includes requirements for the hours of operation, closing of reserves,
imposing of conditions, offences and any other prohibited activities. The provisions for
public places and dog control are also of relevance to this Management Plan. This Bylaw
should be read alongside the provisionsof this Bush Reserves ManagementPlan.

4. Aims

The aims of this ManagementPlan are to:

* Identify those areas that are owned and/or administered by Council that satisfy the

criteria for Bush Reserveas outlinedin Section 1.2 of this ManagementPlan;

° Outline the requirements for the management and development of Bush Reserves
aroundthe City of Lower Hutt;

* Ensure a generally consistent approach is undertaken with regard to the management
and developmentof Bush Reserves;

* Ensure that all activities on Bush Reserves are undertaken in accordance with the
Reserves Act 1977, and other relevant provisions in related legislation;

° Ensure that any development on reserves is for the purpose of better utilisation and
enhancementofreserves, and will benefit the City of Lower Hutt.

Bush Reserves|Management Plan - April 2002 a 2



5. Issues Objectives and Policies

It is fundamental to the management and development of Bush Reserves that issues,
objectives and policies are clearly defined so that decisions on any activity proposed or
carried out on these reserves are madein accordance with those provisions.

5.1 Statutory and Legal Requirements

Issue

There are a numberof statutory and legal requirements that activities on Bush Reserves must

satisfy.

Objective

To ensure thatall statutory and legal requirements pertaining to the managementand use of
Bush Reserves are met.

Policies

(i) That Bush Reserves be managed in accordance with their classification under the
Reserves Act 1977.

(ii) That all activities on Bush Reserves comply with the Resource Management Act 1991
and any relevant requirements of a Regional Plan, or the City of Lower Hutt
ProposedDistrict Plan.

(iii) That Bush Reserves which are inappropriately classified or not classified under the
Reserves Act 1977 in terms of their use, be reclassified appropriately.

(iv) That Bush Reserves which are held as fee simple be controlled and managed as a
reserve in accordance with the purposesof sections 17, 19 and 23 of the Reserves Act
1977.

(v) Thatall activities on Bush Reserves be controlled and directed in accordance with The
Hutt City Council Bylaw 1997 and any other relevant Council policy document, for
example Encroachmenton Reserves Policy, and Walkways Review July 1998.

(vi) That all Council owned reserve land within the Belmont Regional Park boundaryis
managed accordingly under the Belmont Regional Management Plan by the

Wellington Regional Council.

(vii) Council employees or any agent undertaking contract work for the Council shall act
in accordance with the requirements of the Health and Safety in Employment Act
1992, and Hutt City Council's Health and Safety Policies.

(viii) That while Council shall take all reasonable care in administering Bush Reserves,
users shall use the reserves entirely at their own risk in every respect. The Council
shall have noliability for any loss or damage suffered by users.

(ix) That the rights of utility operators operating under the Electricity Act 1992 are
recognised including provisions from sections 23(1)(a) and 23(3)(b).
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5.2 lwi Mana Whenua

Issue

Council has a responsibility under the Resource Management Act 1991, to consult with Te
Atiawa, the Iwi Mana Whenua.

Objective

To ensure proposed development and activities on Bush Reserves are considered in
accordancewith the principles of the Treaty of Waitangi, and the Resource Management Act
1991.

Policies

(i) That Te Atiawa be consulted wherea significant developmentor activity is proposed
on a BushReserve.

(ii) That Council takes account of concerns or issues raised by Te Atiawa during the
consultation process.

5.3. Conservation of Flora and Fauna

Issue

Some Bush Reserves possess areas with high conservation values. It is necessary to ensure
that activities and development on Bush Reserves do not adversely affect these conservation
values. Some of these reserves are recognised as “Key Native Ecosystems” by the
Biosecurity Departmentof the Wellington Regional Council.

Objective

To conserve those qualities of the reserve which contribute to the ecological quality,
pleasantness, and cohesion of the natural environment.

Policies

(i) To protect and conserve the indigenous flora and fauna, natural environment and
beauty, historic andscientific values of the land where appropriate.

(ii) To maintain a balance between planted areas and any areas of open space in keeping
with the reserve characteristic.

(iii) To recognise that it is desirable to encourage the growth of both native and exotic
species in selected reserve areas for ecological and landscape purposes, as well asfire
prevention.

(iv) To recognise thatit is generally desirable to encourage the growth and regeneration
of locally sourced indigenous vegetation in reserve areas where native species are
already dominant.
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(v) That established trees and native vegetation be maintained on Bush Reserves, except
where it is considered necessary to cut or destroy them in accordance withsection 42

of the Reserves Act 1977 or other Council Policy.

(vi) That Council be committed to protecting any existing “Significant Natural Features”
identified in its District Plan.

(vii) That amenity and shelter planting on Bush Reserves be encouraged in locations that
are considered appropriate andwill benefit the reserve and/or neighbours.

5.4 Further Development on Bush Reserves

Issue

It is necessary to ensure that along with the City of Lower Hutt Proposed District Plan
provisions, policies are in place for any future development on Bush Reserves, ensuring that
any developmentis compatible with the characterof the reserve.

Objective

To ensure that provision of any new development(includes structures, paths, and plantings)
on Bush Reserves is undertaken in a complementary mannerthat achieves integrated use of
the surroundingarea.

Policies

(i) To consider, where appropriate the development of facilities that will provide a
benefit to the City of Lower Hutt. These facilities will be developed in accordance
with the provisions of the City of Lower Hutt Proposed District Plan.

(ii) To promote and encouragethe efficient and multiple use of any buildings, structures
andancillary services.

(iii) To develop Bush Reserves in accordance with site characteristics and the identified
needsof the public, and developas a focusfor the local community.

(iv) Any vegetation, amenity and shelter planting, buildings, structures or earthworks on
a Bush Reserve shall take into account the nature and proximity of any existing
utilities, or transmission lines so as to avoid any conflict of use and health and safety

risks and to achieve compliance with the New Zealand Electrical Code of Practice
34:2001 (NZECP34:2001).

5.5 Passive and Active Recreation

Issue

It is important that Bush Reserves allow for the purposes of passive and active recreation
activities where appropriate. These activities may include walking, cycling, running, bird
watching, horse riding, botanical studyorsitting and contemplating.
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Objectives

To ensure that an adequate amountof spaceis available for passive activities to occur.

To allow active recreationactivities to be undertaken onareasof reserve, where appropriate.

Policy

(i) That any development on Bush Reserves takes into consideration the amount and
characteristic of space available on thereserve foractive recreation activities.

(ii) That it is appropriate to enhance the potential for passive recreational pursuits on
appropriate Bush Reserves (see 5.14 Fire Prevention Policy(ii)).

5.6 Effects on Adjacent or Neighbouring Properties

Issue

Activities occurring on Bush Reserves may adversely affect the amenity values of adjacent or
neighbouring areas. Possible adverse effects could include shading, weed infestation, track

use and development, pest plant and pest animal control, noise, property damage, lack of
parking and traffic congestionat reserve entry points.

Objective

To ensure the adverseeffects of activities on Bush Reserves are adequately mitigated so that
the amenity values of adjacent or neighbouring properties are not compromised.

Policies

(i) That activities on Bush Reserves must comply with the relevant provisionsof the City
of Lower Hutt Proposed District Plan.

(ii) That the nature and proximity of neighbouring properties be considered when any
activity or development on Bush Reserves is planned. Developmentincludes drains,
paths,tree planting, or new structures.

(iii) That where activities undertaken on reserves are causing a nuisance to adjoining
residential properties, the Divisional Manager, Leisure Services may recommendthat
consultation be undertaken betweenthe relevantparties. This consultation should be
aimedat resolving the issues with appropriate mitigation measures.

5.7 Access and Parking on Reserves

Issue

Although public use and enjoymentis one of the primary purposes of reserves, it is not
always appropriate to allow unrestricted public access. In order to protect the public safety,
functioning, well being and associated values of Bush Reserves,it is necessary to limit access

in some instances. It is also appropriate that parking on reserves is limited to areas
specifically set aside for that purpose, to ensure that carparking does not detract from the
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natural qualities or potential of the reserves for recreational use. Generally Bush Reserves do
not providevisitor parking.

Objectives

To ensure that the public has access to suitable Bush Reserves and that this access is
maintained and enhanced where appropriate.

To ensure that parking is only carried out on reserves where areas are specifically set aside
for that purpose.

Policies

(i) Thatall parking on Bush Reserves complies with the provisions of the City of Lower
Hutt Proposed District Plan

(ii) That consideration is given to the locationof structures and vegetation to ensure that
pedestrian access to Bush Reservesis notrestricted.

(iii) That any conditions and restrictions on access are only imposed where they are
necessary for the protection of the land, vegetation, structures, the public using it, or
in reducing thepotential fire hazardrisk.

(iv) That except for Council employees, agents appointed by Council, and emergency
services, vehicular access onto Bush Reserves shall be prohibited unless authorised

by the Divisional Manager, Leisure Services Division (Section 53 & 54 of Reserves Act
1977). This policy does not apply to areasspecifically set aside for parking purposes
on the reserves.

(v) That generally parking is not provided on Bush Reserves because terrain is
impractical and adequate parking on nearbystreets is normally available.

(vi) Utility and network operators are allowed access onto Bush Reserves provided they
have prior approval of the Manager of the Leisure Services Division. This provision
does not applyto utility providers operating underthe Electricity Act 1992.

(vii) Council recognises that the public occasionally and mistakenly enter on to private
property adjoining Bush Reserves. Where trespassing occurs, the Leisure Services
Divisionis willing to discuss practical solutions with concerned land owners.

5.8 Safety on Bush Reserves

Issue

Bush Reserves are generally natural areas that are isolated and uncultivated. Council
recognises that there may be somepotential hazards to the public, but also recognises that
these factors contribute towards the general public enjoymentof thesereserves.

Objective

To ensure that Bush Reserves are adequately maintained, providing a safe environmentfor
peopleto enjoy, asfaras is practicable.
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Policies

(i)

(ii)

(iii)

(iv)

5.9

Issue

That identified reserves are kept in a tidy state through regular maintenance of the
area including lawn mowing,tree pruning andfelling, weeding, spraying, and other
recognised horticultural and arboricultural practices.

That all facilities and structures on Bush Reserves are maintained to a safe standard
in keeping with the Building Act 1991 and building code and any other relevant
legislation.

That all use of poisons, chemicals and traps complies with instructions from the
Medical Officer of Health, manufacturers, and is applied by competent and

experienced people. In the case of chemical use for pest plant control, Grow Safe
certification is required.

Any trimming or proposed trimming of vegetation on Bush Reserves by utility
operators is to be done in consultation with the Reserves Manager, Leisure Services
Division.

Signage on Bush Reserves

Signs aid community awareness of the reserve and may be necessary to promotesafety or
provide informationordirections.

Objective

To providesuitable interpretation and signage in appropriate locations

Policies

(i) Thatall signs shall comply with the provisions of the City of Lower Hutt Proposed
District Plan.

(ii) That Council signs be placed in suitable locations and include appropriate
informationso as to provide the mostassistanceto users of Bush Reserves.

(iii) That signs are designed in a mannerthat does notdetract from the amenity values of
Bush Reserves and neighbouring properties.

(iv) That the numberofsigns is kept to the minimum necessary to give information and
directions or provideinterpretation.

5.10 Tracks in Bush Reserves

Issue

Well marked and maintained walking tracksare essential for visitors to experience and enjoy
Bush Reservesandtheir natural values. Tracks also help to minimise human impacts on the
bush by channelling visitors away from more sensitive areas and concentrating use in
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selected places. The public need to be encouraged to keep to the tracks to ensure the
protection of understorey growth and prevent unnecessary erosion.

Objective

To provide and maintain good quality walking tracks within Bush Reserves

Policy

(i) Meetandreflect the Walkways Review 1998of the Leisure Services Division.

5.11 Refuse Disposal

Issue

The dumping of refuse on Bush Reserves or inappropriate use of existing refuse disposal
facilities, can significantly detract from the amenity values and proper functioning of Bush
Reserves. It is essential that reserve users are strongly discouraged from disposing of refuse
in reserves. This especially includes dumping of garden rubbish becauseit is a very effective
methodof spreading pest weed species.

Objective

To ensure the properfunctioning and amenity values of Bush Reserves are not compromised
by refuse being dumpedonreserves, or refuse being dumped in any location other than in a
facility provided for that purpose.

Policies

(i) That Council encourages people to take their refuse from reserves and generally does
not provide bins - “Pack it in, Pack it out” conceptapplies.

(ii) That no person shall deposit any domestic refuse, trade refuse, garden refuse, rubble
or debris on a Bush Reserve. Legal action will be taken if persons are caught
committing this offence.

(iii) That where appropriate, Council or its agent may provide and regularly empty,
refuse disposalfacilities on Bush Reserves.

(iv) That the disposal and collection of refuse on Bush Reserves shall comply with the
relevant part of The Hutt City Council Bylaw 1997, in particular Part 12 - Parks and
Reserves, and Part 14 - Refuse Collection and Disposal.

5.12 Restricted Activities

Issue

The location, size, ecology, existing activities, and functions determine the nature and

characteristics of Bush Reserves. It is necessaryto restrict activities that may conflict with the
characteristics and nature of each reserve.
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Objective

Torestrict activities on Bush Reserves that may cause conflict with the existing characteristics
and uses.

Policies

(i) Thatthose activities listed as prohibited in The Hutt City Council Bylaw 1997, Part 12
- Parks and Reserves shall also be prohibited by this Management Plan (See
Appendix 3).

(ii) That in accordance with The Hutt City Council Bylaw 1997 and the Hutt City Council
Dog Policy (adopted in 1997), if a dog defecates on a bush reserve, the owner or
person having controlof the dog shall immediately remove the faeces.

(iii) Dogs in Bush Reserves must be on a leash to avoid disturbing bird life. Dogs may
only run free for the purpose of hunting and mustbe undervoicecontrol.

(iv) Hunters must have a current Hunting Permit, from the Leisure Services Division to
huntin reserves.

(v) That all new activity occurring on Bush Reserves conforms to the City of Lower Hutt
Proposed District Plan and other relevant provisions of this ManagementPlan.

(vi) That no motorbikes or motorised recreational vehicles (4WD), horses or mountain
bikes be allowed on Bush Reserves except with the permission of Council or in an
area wherethespecific use is allocated for or deemed acceptable by Council.

(vii) Horses are permitted on the fire breaks on Bush Reserves and alongside Black Creek
(The Pony Trail), Wainuiomata. They are not permitted on any other properties
managed by Council under this Management Plan except with the permission of
Council.

(viii) That private encroachment on to Council land is dealt with underthe provisions of
“Private Encroachments of Council Land Policy” and “Encroachment and Disposal
Policy on Reserves”.

5.13 Leases and Licences

Issue

Leases and licences are contractual arrangements made between Council and community
groups or private individuals, utilising land and facilities on Bush Reserves. The
responsibilities of both Council and the lessee or licensee shouldbe clearly stated in the lease

or licence agreement. A clear statement of responsibilities ensures that the lessee or licensee
knows exactly what Council considers to be acceptable use and behaviourof the land and
facility.
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Objectives

To allow leasing andlicensing of land andfacilities on Bush Reserves to community groups
or private individuals provided the activity is consistent with the purpose for which the

reserveis classified.

To control the use of land andfacilities on Bush Reserves by including conditions on lease
and licence agreements so that amenity values of surrounding areas are maintained or
enhanced. To renew those leases and licences currently held for the use of facilities, which

ensure continued use of the land andfacilities, but which do not compromise the land and
facility, or amenity values of the surroundingarea.

To comply with the relevant provisionsof the City of Lower Hutt Proposed District Plan.

Policies

(i) That Council shall consider leasing facilities (and the underlying land) on Bush
Reserves, where theuseof the facility is consistent with the activity of the reserve.

(ii) That lease and licence agreements (including renewals) be negotiated in accordance
with the Reserves Act 1977.

(iii) That lease andlicence agreements shall be based on the standard Council forms, but
from time to time mayinclude other terms and conditions as determined by Council.

(iv) Thatall facilities subject to lease and licence agreements be maintained in accordance
with the conditions specified in the lease or licence.

(v) Thatall lessees or licensees are required to act in accordance with this Management
Plan, the relevant provisions of the City of Lower Hutt Proposed District Plan, The

Hutt City Council Bylaw 1997, and the relevant lease and licence agreement.

(vi) That the lessee orlicensee will not permit activities at the facility to cause a nuisance,
annoyanceor inconvenience to neighbours andother users of the bushreserve.

(vii) That the leases for huts in the Butterfly Creek area will not be transferred to new
ownersas it is intended that these sites and facilities on them will become public
property uponthe death of the presentlessees.

5.14 Fire Prevention

Issue

Fire is a tisk in Bush Reserves and presents a major threat to wildlife, vegetation, property
and safety. Every effort must be made to ensure uncontrolled fires are prevented from
occurring.

Objective

To ensure reasonable measures are taken to minimisefire risk
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Policies

(i) To maintain a network ofcleared firebreaks to controlfires and allow ready access for
fire fighting and equipmentin emergencysituations.

(ii) To minimise access to gorse and scrub covered areas and to encourage recreation in
moresuitable fire resistant localities.

(iii) To assist residents adjoining Bush Reserves with the planting offire resistant species
adjacentto their boundaries to reduce the risk of fire spreading from Bush Reserves
into private land and vice versa. Locally sourced native species are preferred for use
over exotic species where appropriate.

(iv) Nofire shall be lit in any Bush Reserves, butthe use of gas cookers and gas barbecues
is permitted.

5.15 Animal Pest Control

Issue

Animalpests such as possums, rabbits, feral cats, deer, pigs, goats, mustelids, magpies, mice

and rats threaten ecological values of Bush Reserves through browsing, predation, and
competition with otherwildlife.

Objective

To ensure the reductionof the influence animal pests have on Bush Reserves

Policies

(i) That the animal pest control programmecurrently in place shall be maintained and
periodically reviewed to ensure effective managementof animal pest numbers.

(ii) Thatrecreational hunting is encouragedas an effective mechanism in which to target

and control animal pest populations.

(iii) That a Hunting Permit must be obtained from the Leisure Services Division and
carried atall times. Leisure Services Division is also to be notified if dogs are to be
used while hunting.

(iv) That firearms, traps and approved poisons (excluding 1080 and cyanide paste
products) shall be permitted for animal pest control in Bush Reserves, only under
authorisation from the Leisure Services Division.

(v) That notification is to be undertaken preceding any reserve closure involving animal

pest eradication operations.
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5.16 Plant Pest Control

Issue

Under the Biosecurity Act 1993 and Regional Pest ManagementStrategies adopted under
that legislation, Council has legal obligations to control and if possible eradicate, all plant
species categorised as “total control” by Wellington Regional Council, within the City of
Lower Hutt boundaries.

Objective

To ensuretheeradication of Pest Plant species and reduction of weeds in Bush Reserves

Policies

(i) That the plant pest control programmecurrently in place shall be maintained and
periodically reviewed to ensure effective managementofplant pest species.

(ii) That the removal of plant pest species is permitted in Bush Reserves only under
authorisation of Council for pest control purposes.

(iti) That there is no significant increased threat to public safety from fire.

(iv) Existing areas of gorse and scrub may be allowed to remain whereit is evident that
they are acting as nursery plants for regenerating natives.

(v) That the pest control programme primarily targets Clematis Vitalba (Old Man’s
Beard), canopy weed species and those species categorised as “total control”.

5.17 Educational Role for Bush Reserves

Issue

Bush Reserves play an important educational role by providing the opportunity to interface
with flora and faunaof natural systems in the outdoor environment.

Objective

To ensure that the Bush Reserves maintain and develop interpretative and educational
material and enhancethe public interaction with natural systems.

Policies

(i) To encourage the use of selected Bush Reserves as an educationalfacility for schools,
tertiary institutions and the general public.

(ii) To maintain and develop interpretive material at selective reserves providing
information tothe public.

(iii) To continue to maintain a close working relationship with user groups, volunteer

groups, Departmentof Conservation, and Wellington Regional Council.
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5.18 Volunteer Effort in Bush Reserves

Issue

There is enormouspotential to carry out tasks in bushreserves on a volunteerbasis.

Objective

To ensure that volunteer effort in Bush Reserves is effectively managed and achieves
worthwhile, long-term results.

Policies

(i) That existing volunteer groups such as the Eastbourne Forest Rangers and Possum
Busters are properly supported in their work on land managedas Bush Reserves.

(ii) That new individual volunteers and volunteer groups are properly supportedin their

work on land managedas Bush Reserve.

(iii) That volunteers are aware of site hazards and develop a method to reducetheir risk
of injury.
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Appendix 1
Legal Listings of Bush Reserves
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Appendix 2
Maps Identifying Bush Reserves  
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Appendix 3
Hutt City Council Bylaw - Part 12 - Parks and Reserves
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PART 12 - PARKS AND RESERVES

1201 Interpretation

1201.1 In this part of the bylaw, unless inconsistent with the context or where otherwise expressly
provided:

CUSTODIANmeansa personforthe time being lawfully appointedto controlor supervise
a reserve.

RESERVEmeansany openspace,plantation, park, garden or groundset apart for public
recreation or enjoyment which is under the managementor control of the Council and
includesall land administered by the Council under the Reserves Act 1977.

1202 Hours of Opening

1202.1 Subject to the provisions of this part of the bylaw andthe Reserves Act 1977,all reserves
shall be open to the public daily free of charge.

1203 Closing of Reserves

1203.1 The Council may by publicly notified resolution determine the days and hours during
whicha reserve shall be openorclosed to the public.

1203.2 The Council may at any time, by a notice displayedat the entrancesto a reserve,declare
the reserve to be closed whenit is necessary for maintenance, construction or other work
to be carried out on the Reserve.

1204 Children

1204.1 No child underthe age of12 years whois not accompaniedby an adult shall be permitted
to enter or remain in any glass houseor fernery on a reserve.

1205 Prohibited Activities

1205.1 No personshall:

(a) remove, damageor destroy anylabel or inscription attached to a plant, sign,
noticeboard or tablet in a reserve.

(b) remove, damageor destroy any hedge, natural object or other structure on or

enclosing a reserve.

(c) take, deposit, remove or disturb any soil in a reserve.

(d) uproot, or injure any shrub,tree or other growthin a reserve.

(e) take any cutting orinterfere with, pick or pluck any flowers,ferns or greenery in a
reserve.

eg»
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®

(h)

()

(m)

(n)

(0)

(q)

(r)

(s)

()

(u)

(v)

(w)

walk upon a grass border adjoining any formed path in a reserve.

Enter any enclosures or places set apart for the cultivation of plants in a reserve
without the prior permission of the custodian.

Walk, drive, ride or trample,in a reserve:

(i) on any plantation, flower-bed or border; or

(ii) on any grass preparedforcricket, bowls, croquet or any other game.

Deface or damagea building in a reserve,

Leave anylitter in a reserve, unless placed in a rubbish bin.

turn in or allow cattle or poultry to wanderorgraze in a reserve, without the prior
permission of Council.

Ride or drive any cattle, drive a motorvehicle, bicycle or other machine within a
reserve without the prior written consent of the Principal Administrative Officer
PROVIDED THATthis clause shall not apply to wheelchairsor children’s prams.

Swim, wade or wash in any ornamental water in a reserve.

Pollute any ornamental waterin a reserve.

Lighta fire in a reserve, except in a place provided by Council for that purpose.

Place a placard,billboard or notice on a reserve without the prior written consent
of the Principal Administrative Officer.

Distribute any notices orleaflets in a reserve without written permission from the

Principal Administrative Officer.

Erect a structure of any kind in a reserve without written permission from the
Principal Administrative Officer.

Sell or offer for sale, any food, merchandise,alcoholorotherkind of drink, or carry
ona tradein a reserve without written permission from the PrincipalAdministrative
Officer and subject to compliance with the provisionsofthis bylaw andanyrelevant
legislation.

Act in an improper,indecentor disorderly manner,or use foul or abusive language
or disturb, annoy or interfere with any other person’s use and enjoymentof the

reserve.

Carry or take a firearm or other weapon of any kind onto a reserve without a
permit authorised by the Principal Administrative Officer PROVIDED THAT a
permit shall only be grantedif the Principal Administrative Officeris satisfied that
the weaponwill be used for huntingor leisure purposes and the operator holds a
valid firearmslicence in accordance with the Arms Act 1983.

Except where a permit is granted in accordance with clause 1205.1(u), destroy,
shoot, snare, injure, interfere with or take any animal, fish, bird, bird’s nest or

bird’s egg in or from a reserve.

Play organised sportin anypart ofa reserve thatis not set aside for that purpose.
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(x) Play a gameorengagein an activity on any playing ground on reserve,after
being requested by the Custodianto leave or whena noticeis erectedat the entrance
to the playing groundorreserve saying “Ground Closed”.

(y) Organise or take partin an organisedpicnic or athletic sports on a reserve, without
the written permission of the Principal Administrative Officer.

1206 Conditions

1206.1 In granting permission in accordance with clause 1205.1(y) the Principal Administrative
Officer may imposeconditions in respectofall or any of the following matters:

(a) The times of and chargesfor the use ofthe reserve;

(b) Charges of the admission of the public to the reserve or to any stand,building or
special enclosure on the reserve;

(c) Possible injury or damageto the reserve or anything on orin the reserve.

1207 Offence

1207.1 Every person committing any breach ofthe provisions of this part of this bylaw shall,
upon request by the Custodian, immediately leave the reserve.
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