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* When invited to write this foreword for this historical event of our Society, | first, on a:é
behalf of our members, express our thanks to Mr.Claude Poulsen for having devoted months ):@
of research in compiling and producing this record of the Society’s 100 years. *é

This Society like many others has incomplete records, some caused by the loss of our Hall by
* fire and later being flooded out in the basement of the existing Hall. However | feel sure *
;K members will have their own thoughts as to where some of the information and records are

resting,

* As you read the following historical account of our Society you will learn that from a very *

):6 humble beginning there arose a society recognised throughout as one of the larger %
Horticultural Societies in New Zealand,

* This publication pays tribute to those responsible for our start in the horticultural world and 9;'6
those well known names who continued along the path to this Centennial. We record our
thanks for your loyal support. a:e

% Within this publication are photographs from over the years, many provide a walk down
memory lane for you, the quality of the prints is excellent, again thanks to Claude.

% This is not a blow by show report. The problem facing the compiler was what should be
included and what should be left out, a difficult decision.

smaller the specialist gardener is slowly fading away. But we do have a future and I feel sure
after reading this fine publication you will agree as we move forward to our next milestone on

* Having reached 100 years what of our future? With infill housing and building sections being *
our Society’s history. e

Patromn.
Korokoro December 2003 %
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This publication has been produced on the Society's computer and the text
printed initially on an Epsan Stylus C61 printer.

»
% Jack Dempsey J.P.
¢
*

Body text is Bookman Old style in 10pt;
Ancillary text is Book Antique in various pt sizes from 8 to 16,

Publication copyright of the Hutt Valley Horticultural Seciety Inc. and any
extracts quoted or, reprinted, for other than review purposes, must be
approved by the Secretary.

First printing 2004
Printed and bound by — The Colour Guy, 20 Daly St., Lower Hutt.
[SBN 0-476-00470-5

Published by

HUTT VALLEY HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY INC.
P.0.Box 30-019
Lower Hutt.
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Re-worked inage from “Evening Post™ photograpin

Prote A. The original Horticultural Hall on the day it was opened by the Governeor,
Lord Galway. In September 1936.
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access to his family history and my own archives have supplied some information. And
especially Rex Hill, Chris Penman and Ross Johnson for the scanning of photographs for
inclusion in the History.

The compiling of this history has led me down many trails, all of them interesting. As always it
has been time consuming and I record the patience and assistance of my wife Zona. OQur own
membership since 1956 has seen many of the events and been the means of meeting many of
the people written about.

Mention of individuals within the script, reflects in no manner, on those not mentioned. As
always what does one include and what does one leave out. Earlier names are taken from
newspaper reports, minute books and any reliable source available to me. Stated in the body of
the narrative is the sad lack of information over the period from 1910 to 1936. My hope is that
this publication may yet bring to light even more information. Perhaps cnough to print a
supplementary record at some date in the future.

Claude N. Poulsen
Petone, February 2004



Prelude to a Society.

Qur precedent goes back to the late
1840s when the ‘very English’ custom of
Horticultural and Agricultural events
were staged in Petone, Hutt and Welling-
ton.

A Horticultural Society was formed in The
Hutt in 1842, At a Show, held in Decem-
ber, all classes of vegetables, grain and
small fruit were exhibited. Prizes were
also awarded for cottage gardens. How
long this Society stayed in existence is
unknown,

The first Plant Nursery in New Zealand
was established by a Mr.Trotter, who had
a few acres of land on the south side of
White’s Line on the eastern side of the
Hutt River, He named the place “Louden’s
Vale™ and described it as “one of the
sweetest spots that was ever beheld by the
eyes of man®,

This generally held siaterment about Trot-
ter is disputed by Winsome Shepherd in
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range of plant species. This then set the
stage for the years to come.

By 1900 with a number of big gardens
already established in the lower valley and
some 480 acres of market gardens the nu-
cleus for a Show Society was there.

The Establishment of the
Society.

At some unknown date, at an unknown
location, enthusiasts met to discuss the
formation of an Horticultural Society in The
Hutt. In his Memoirs, Robert Lee claims the
honour of bringing this meeting about.

As the few lines illustrated from his Mem-
oirs' are not easy to read they are repro-
duced here, ¥ The Huft Horticultural
Society got its start in life from a canwvas T
personally made in the Valley, and [ became
it President .Mr.Holworthy, Mr.W.Fitzgerald,
Mr.Cooper, Mr. Waugh, Mr Evans and others
worked with me.”
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Pa‘q 1. (.u]:rv of section o[’ FRobert Lee’s Memaoirs.

her book “Wellington’s Heritage” and may
well be so. The writer has neither the
knowledge nor the time to pursue the
issue and must leave it to the reader to
form their own opinion.

Other groups were to follow and pass into
history. An Hutt District Agricultural and
Pastoral Society functioned in the 1880s,
They had a Show Ground approximately
where housing is today, on the east side
of Cuba St., and the south side of the Ava
Railway Station.

The rich silt loams of the valley were, and
still are, conducive to growing a wide

Also involved was Mrs.R.C. (Amelia Fran-
es] Kirk of Petone. Mrs. Kirk had been
organising Flower Shows, for some time, to
raise funds for St Augustine's English
Church in Petone. These Shows were be-
lieved to have been held in the Church Hall,
but certainly some were held in the Drill
Shed on the corner of Nelson Street and
Udy Street in Petone.. Note that at that time
it was called the Drill Shed and did not
become the Drill Hall until some vears later
when the Army took over its ownership.This
building still stands today with enly minar
modifications.

L. Alesander Turnbull Library, M5 Papers 46153,
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Mr. Robert Lec was elected as our first
President and Mrs. Kirk as Secretary. The
name of the Society to be:-

HUTT VALLEY HORTICULTURAL

SOCIETY.

Along with these two were Messrs, Holwor-
thy, W.Fitzherbert, F.Cooper, H.J.Poole
=nr., G.Evans and others.

In the Lower Hutt Library Genealogy files
his son, Derwent Lee, states that his fath-
er was also joined by Mr.H.J.Poole Snr,
and Mr.T. Waugh in forming our Society.

Mr. Robert Lee (1837-1922) was a teacher,
and educationalist, and in 1874 bhecame
the inspector and organizingmaster (sic)
for the newly created Education Board of
the Province of Wellington. It is of interest
that his home was named “Belvoir” | Lee
states that the name is pronounced
BEAVER ! ). It later became 113 Western
Hutt Rd., and was demolished for the Hutt
Motorway in 1965,( Normandale Hill area ).

However it is here that some degree of
doubt creeps in! On reading Robert Lee's
memoirs as held in the Alexander Turnbull

Photo. 1. Robert Lee
First President of the Society.
A photograph laken about 1901,

Library. The only mention in all the exten-
sive writings are a few brief lines. As repro-
duced on page 2. When we look at the early
Show Schedules, no mention is made of a
President at all |

The first Shows were held in the Drill Shed,
Petone in 1904, An advertisement located
in the Evening Post of 9th September 1903
would seem to indicate the last of the
Petone Shows.

The advertisement reads :-

Petone Spring Flower Show
The Horticultural treat of the Year.
The Fourth Annual Spring show
will be opened by
His Excellency the Govenor
at the
Drillshed Petone
on Wednesdayl6th September
at3pm
And be also open in the Evening and on
Thursday 17th September - after-
noon and evening.
Admission 1/-
Mrs.R.C.Kirk
Petone.

Phota.2. Mrs.R.C. (Amelia Frances)Kirk
First Secretary of the Society.
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. Photo seurce - Alexander Twrnball Library Refl No, F-70957.%,

Photo 3. opposite page. (1)Mr.H.Whitton; (2) Mr.T.Waugh; (3) Mr.T.A.Peterkin; (4) Mr.A.J.Hobbs;
(3) Mr.A.Evans; (f) Mr.G.A.Chapman; (7) Mrs.Chapman; (8) Mrs.R.CKirk;
(%) Mrs. Leighton; (10) Mrs. Hughes. :
This photograph was taken circal904.
Garden may be Kirk’s in Richmond St, Petone.

Photo 5. Alicetown Drill Shed photographed from approximately above the Hutt Railway Station,
{now called Western Hutt Station) , circa 1910,

Photo 4. vpposite page. (1) Mr.D.M.Yeates, Headmaster Petone central school; (2) Mr.Bill McMiniman;
(3) Mr.W.A Fitzherbert: (4) Mr.F.A Sladden, H.V.H.S. Hon Sec.:
(3} Mrs. Sladden?; (6} Mrs.Dr.Perry; (7) Dr.Perry; (8) Mr.Robert Lee;
(9) Mr.Renai; (10) A.D.C.to Governor; (11) Miss Perry; (12) Lady in Waiting;
(13) Lord Plunket, Governor; (14) Lady Plunket; (15) Mrs.R.C.Kirk.
The ribbons in lapels denote HV.H.S.Committee members. This photograph is taken at the
main door to the Udy 5t, Drill Shed in 1904,
Numirg informution by Mr, Renai on back of the photograph.




Photo 7. A Spring Flower Show in the King George Theatre. Note Trade Display from T.Waugh.

Phodo - Alexander Turebull Library ref G46959. 5 Photographer Sydrey Charles Smith,

Fhoto - HV HLS. Arcliroes.,
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A notice in the Evening Post of Tuesday 28th,
June 1904 would appear to indicate the first
move towards holding actual Flower Shows. As
the only available original is in very poor con-
dition it is transcribed here.

The monthly meeting of the Society will be
held in the Hutt Mechanics Institute Building
on TUESDAY 5th July at 7.30pm.

8pecial Business

Notice of motion —

—= To hold Spring Show in Drill Shed

Petone
To alter day of Monthly Meeting from
Tuesday to Wednesday
The meeting will be a “Question Night,”
All members invited to bring friends.
A.W.Hamilton
Hon. Sec.

It is very likely that this is the first mention
of a Flower Show by the fledgling Society.

On the 13th September 1904 the notice, repro-
duced in Fig 2., was in the Evening
Post,

Piwte. - H.V.H.5.Archives

Y

HUTT VALLEY HORTICULTURAY,
: BOCTETY. ° e

-BPRING BHOW.

WEDNEADAY, léth SEPTEME
THUHsDA , 15th BEPTEMB I{.HD

r,[ugt Opened br Hix Excelloncy 'the

arer in
DRILL HALL, PETONE,
On WEDNESDAY, mh 8EPT,, u 3 pm

'Entnu to be mtdu to the Bhow Besrn
‘Mre, R Q. “Kirk, Pat l,nn
_thl.n MONDAY, Elﬁml‘.n s

Aftern 1 Ern
ing, 7 tn%n- s

Admission, One Bhilling.
] D. M. YEATS, Hen, Bec.

Fig. 2.

This then appears to be the FIRST
FLOWER S8HOW held by the newly form-
ed Society. No notices can be found in
either the Evening Post or available Hutt
and Petone Chronicle papers of an earlier
Show.

As stated in the notice this Show was held
in the Drill Shed, Petone and may have been

A ’! -

Photo. 8. A Spring Show held in the Drill Shed, Udy St., Petone c1904,/05.



the only one, of a very few shows, held in
this Hall A group photograph of this event
is shown at Photo 4,

Our next available accurate information is
from the “Summer Show Schedule” for the
21st. of February 1906. In this schedule it
states that Dr.Perry was President and a
Mr.George Greig was Secretary.

We rniow enter a period where it is necessary
to attempt to deduce certain events.

The “Summer Show Schedule” for 1906
states “To be held in the New Drill Shed,
Lower Hutt®”. Note again the use of Shed
and not Hall. This Show was officially
opened by The Right Honourable the Pre-
mier Sir Joseph Ward. Lady Ward was the
Society’s Patron from 1908 to 1909,
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In Photo 5. the Hall can be seen, This
photograph is taken from approximately
the site of Robert Lee’s home on the West-
ern Hills.

Fig 4, gives an impression of a show held in
this Hall. Use was made of this Hall until
it was burnt down in 1924, The next move
was to E.Feist’s Building at the southern
end of High St., ( then known as Main 5t. |
and located in the general area of the two
round-a-bouts by Ewen Bridge. There was
a reasonable sized area available in the
building for meetings, displays etc.

The general indications are that whilst this
Shed served a good purpose, with it's
cladding of corrigated iron, it was not such
a comfortable Shed as Petone’s.

Shows m::-ntmued to be held here for a time
until another move was
made into the King George
Theatre on High St. in the
1920s, This is now the site
of the Hovts Cinema Com-

mo - 5-PK _____ plex. However a notice in

one of the few remaining
copies [on file) of The Hutt
& Petone Chronicle of Au-
gust 26th 1909 shows g
booking for the Town Hall,
which was in the same
building as the Theatre at
this time. 3o it is possible
that shows alternated

Fig. 3. A postcard

Spring  sentout to advise
of a coming
Show show.

o The Fernery de-
picted is at the
14th & 15th property of
SEPT., 1910. William Jolliffe in
Hautana Square.
¥

Drll Hall,
Lower Hutt,

Poulsen Arclines,
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© vitation of the Committce of the Hubt |

?ailey I—Ior-bicul't.uml Eﬂuiwforﬁetﬁhﬂﬂdaﬂ' T ——

The Premier eno Mrs, Seddon have = |

mich plessure in scoepting the kind in-  §

An acceptance from the
Premier to open a Spring
Show in 1905.

e -' e ! : & YRl Lk 4 -

Wellingtom,

An invitation to attend the open-
ing of the Spring Show in 1906.
It would have been at this Show
that the Premier, Sir Joseph
Ward, gave the trophy depicted
on page 40

Items from H.V.H.S. Archrives.

HUTE VALLEY HORTICULTURAL

14th Septémbﬂfigﬁﬁ - |
S e e e mmw& 'muw 4o

ML ruﬂ’é‘wﬁ /Lf ‘Z/
: .m&?‘“ﬂy- b et the Hight ,ﬁu -

- S06IETY.
i |

Premicr: und 5’3«{;& Ward ot the dfoning
tg”dﬁ’sﬁ .Jﬁ:mawﬁ;fé{m{m’
G'».?f?ﬁm

GED. SREIG, Hen. Sec.
Lower Hurtt,
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Fig. 4. A postcard de-
picting the February
Show in Alicetown
Drill Shed 1907.

Mote area set up, be-
hind the trellis, for
afternoon teas.

Postoard - Panlgen archioes.

Selection of Prize cards and
a membership ticket.

Material - Foulsert archives.

HUTT VALLEY HORTICULTURAL mn’ “nmrpmlll]

M

SPRING SHOW | (ROSE SHOW | “joy; "aNp
Sipt. 25 and 24 Hovember 18th | BEGONIA SHOW
iz e e ARAL s
A e |

A. Hoffmeister, Secretary, Box 19, Lower Hutt. Phone 361
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between Feist’s and
the Town Hall before
arrangements o use
the Theatre were
made,

Fhoto 6. shows the
High St., frontage of
the Theatre building,

The Shows held in
the Theatre needed a
great deal of work on
the part of the stag-
ing group. After the
showing of a film, in
the evening, mem-
bers would move in
and remove all the
seals from the auditorium and place them
in temporary storage. Then the show
benching materials had to be taken out
from under the stage and erected. Of
course at the end of a show the whole
process was repeated, in reverse, to make
the theatre ready for the next showing of
a film. In those days a theatre was just
that, capable of doing live stage shows as
well as the projection of movie films. At
the time of W.H. {Bill} Wilson’s retirement,
from Committee involvement, he spoke of
having to work ankle deep in water in the
basement of the building !

In the late 19205 the President, Mr.J.G.
Helyer secured an option on the Lyceum
Hall in Dudley St. but there was not
sufficient support from the Committee
and the option was allowed to lapse. This
hall lay between the old Andrews Avenue
Post Office with Dudley Cottage on its
northern side. In its final days, before
being demolished,the Hall was used as
the parcel sorting depot by the Post Of-
fice.

Our Own Hall.

Discussions commenced in 1933 to con-
sider the possibility of building our own
Hall, The President at this time was
Mr.D.S.Patrick and under his chairman-
ship a site was sort,

A parcel of land at 25 Laings Rd., ap-
peared to be suitable. The section sloped
down to a path from Riddiford Park and
then to the Opahu Stream, as it still does
today. The area was 1 rood 10.1 perches.

Tmage from “The new Zealand Mail” 1906

Photo 9. Messrs E Feist and Co's general store.

Tt is of note that this short mention is
made in the Ladies Committee minutes of
25th March 1935,

Secretary reported,

Action re bridge site for Hall &
that new site had been offered in Laings Rd. Matter
to be considered at a special meeting (general) at
Bpim.

This is the only mention of consideration of
an alternative building site to Laings Rd. It
is almost certain that the site mentioned
would have been in the vicinity of the old
bridge at the end of Bridge St., and the
start of what is now High St

As the Society lacked the funds to make
the purchase, a group of dedicated mem-
bers invested money in debentures to ac-
quire the land in Laings Rd., and finance
the building of the Hall.

The hall was erected for just under £3000
of which £2,500 was in 42 debentures
which ranged from £500 to £5. The actual
quoted price for the Hall was £3,163-2-5

The persons involved with its construction
were Architect, - W.Keith Cook A RLE.A;
N.Z.1.A. Consulting Engineer - Phillip
S.Allen B.C.EAM.I; M.S; Builder -
M.Upton.

It is of importance that the names of the
major debenture holders be recorded.
They Were :—
John Brown
Mrs. Sarah Elizabeth Brown
Miss Margaret Emma Brown

11
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Photo - Alexmrder Trniull Library, Ref F-2 70183 Frist collecttog, Fhosographer A Feisr.

Photo 10. Cur old Hall frontage with “Cooper Memorial Gates” to the right.

Photo 11. View showing rear of old Hall, pathway and Opahu Stream. Taken from
Riddiford Park circa 1970.
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Mrs. Harriett Ada Cook
George James Wentworth Cooper
James  5.Davison
Augustus George Earle
Howard Edwin Edwards
David Alexander Ewen
Frank Alfred Feist
MNorman Barnes Gibbons

Mrs. Elizabeth May Gilmore

Mrs. Elsiec Gower

Dr.Gamet Wilson Harty
Mrs. Lilianne Hobbs
Rebert Arthur Holmes
Miss Helen Doreen Kersley
Mrs. Maud J Martin
Mrs.Frances M. Millan
John Mitchell
Elizabeth Ruth  Mitchill
George Mumford
Walter Nash M.P.
Charles Camperdown Odlin
John Passmore
William Perkins
Mrs. Annie Perkins
France E.C Powles
George Read
Sir  Alexander Fowler Roberts
George Henry Savage

Miss. Fanny Gertrude Sealy

Miss. Edith Maude Sealy

Mrzs, Daphne Smith
William Smith

Mrs. Lowise Alice Stickells
William Thos. Strand
Patrick Spencer Taylor
Herbert George Teagle
Raymond N, Wall
Frederick Westbury

Dr James Whitton

The last of these debentures were retrieved
in Nov/Dec 1950. This necessitated the
taking of an overdraft with the Society’s
bank, the Bank of New Zealand. The above
information is taken from the Register
Book maintained in reference to thesc
debentures. And is copied in the order in
which it was recorded.

The Hall was officially opened in Septem-
ber 1936 by the Governor, Lord Galway. It
is stated that this Hall was one of only two
in Australasia to be owned by a horticul-
tural group. The other group being an
Alpine Plant Society.

Main dimensions of the building were :-
Main Hall 72 feet by 48 feet with an
additional stage area of 12 feet by 20 feet.
To the rear there was a kitchen and behind

No. 25 Laings Road.

that again a tea room/meeting room. This
was 27 feet by 40 feet. In addition there
were two cloak rooms and a storage room.
There was a main front entrance and an-
other entrance on the eastern side.The
building is shown on the original plans as
sited some 40 feet from the street frontage.
This information is taken from the original
plans lodged with the Lower Hutt Borough
Council,

With our own Hall the Society now felt
secure for the foreseeable future. Regular
Shows were held and enjoyed, National
Shows were hosted and the Society moved
forward in achieving its aims."

The furnishing of the Hall was placed in
the hands of a Hall Furnishing Commit-
tee.Their task was to gather quotes and
samples and make decisions on the best
available buys.

At this time the Hall was the major Hall in
the Valley and was in demand for func-
toins.

To ease the financial burden imposed by
the Hall the Society let it out for such use
as Social Evenings, Dances and General
Meetings etc. A Custodian was employed
but at what expense and over what daily

13
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hours is unknown.

In the minutes for July 19386 the Hall
hirers and charges are listed as :—

Boulcott School 7.30 - 10.30pm £3-
League of Mathers 304-
McCabe Academy

Dressmaking Afterncon 30/-

A Marshall, Table Tennis Final £2-10-0
Drarna Festival League
2mghts S0/ - per night
F.5.A.& Military Dance £5- to 1.30am
End Sept. or Oct. Chamber of
Commerce Exhibition Week £ 30- including
lighting
British Israel Assembly £1- plus
lighting

Similar entries are entered up to the time
that we leased the Hall to the LHCC in
1946

The 1936 valuation of the property was
Capital value of Hall £3630

Unimproved value £400
River Board rates £2-16-2
Council rates £15-

Bridge Evenings organised to raise funds
to assist in repaving the loans on the Hall
appear to have been a success, as were the
dances. A return of £8-1-1 was reported
for one evening of Bridge in 1936.

It is of interest to look at some of the costs
involved in equiping and setting -up the
new Hall,

Chairs

Samples and prices for 100 for the tea rooms
from :-

Players and The Clyde Chair Co. The Players
sample was not suitable and 100 chairs at 9/-
[nine shillings) (90cents) each were ordered from
The Clyde Chair Co.

Tables

Samples and prices for 25 tables from

The Scoullar Furnishing Co., and The

Clyde Chair Co. Again The Clyde Chair Co.,
won the order for quality and price. 18/-
each,(31.80).

Curtains

Quotes for Curtains and blinds with tracks and
rods were asked for from ;-

Scoullar Furnishing Co., Players, Patricks
Drapery Stores, Shearers and J.G.Marshall
Ltd.

J.G.Marshall Ltd., received the order for green
poplin at an overall price of £25-7-0

plus £2-10-0 for better material in Hall.

Blinds on the Hall skylights to be arranged
for by Mr.Patrick

Cupboards
Under the sinks and and gas rings — price
approximately £8-0-0,

Gas Caliphont
Ex Petone and Lower Hutt Gas Co.
£11-10-0,

Crockery

This was purchased from James Smiths.
On what appeared to be an “ex indent”
basis.

3 dozen tea pots @ 2/8 ea. £4-16-0
1%z doz. tea pots @ 3/4 ea £3- 0-0

Crockery

This was purchased from James Smiths.
On what appeared to be an “ex indent”
basis.

3 dozen tea pots (& 2/8 ea £9-16-0
1Y doz. tea pots (@ 3/4 ea £3- 0-0
2 doz cups & 7/6 doz. £1-2-6
2 doz. hol water fugs

& 14/- doz. £2- 2-0
2 doz, plates 7/ - doz. £0-14-0
12 doz. cups & saucers

w6/ 8 doz £4- 0-0
2 doz. basins @ 4/ - doz. £0- 8-0
12 doz plates @ 4/ 6 doz. £2-14-0
& doz. plates @ 576 doz. £1-13-0

( some of this crockery is still in service ! )

At this time the Hall was the major Hall in
the Valley and was in demand for funec-
tions,

To ease the financial burden imposed by
the Hall the Society let it out for such use
as Social Evenings, Dances and General
Meetings etc. A Custodian was emploved
but at what expense and over what daily
hours is unlmown.

In May of 1936 the Lower Hutt Borough
Council used the Hall for a Civic Ball. To
gain additional space a marques was
erected in the grounds.

General Motors hired the Hall for three
days paying £14- rental. A dealership
function perhaps.

In the minutes for July 1936 the Hall
hirers and charges are listed as :—
Boulcott School 7.30 - 10.30pm. . £3
League of Mothers 360/ -



15

3 : .
= | 2 | 2
& | E 5
< m :
g - £
™ . £
- E ]
(S 3 | £
g c -
i 5
< E
" =

£

—

1504 Brupuang - ojouyq

TINE Ao sanjataSoony Aapisiaid xa) st SHA - oo

oA annNnNT



16

Innage ex above group.

Phato 14. The Governor, Lord Galway, opening our old Hall in September 1936.
This image is part of an Evening Fost montage along with Photo A, on page 1.

The New
Horticultural Hall.
Administration
building and new
Town Hall to the

s right
Qur Society Rooms
to the left.

Image ex HVHS Archives Photo #1

A Evans
Possibly the owner of a
Nursery at Taita.

Tmage ex HVHS Archives Phato #1

G.A.Chapman.

Trage taken from Lewer Hutt City Conncil pannphlet,
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McCabe Academy
Dressmaking Afternoon 30/«
A Marshall Table Tenniz Final ~ £2-10-0
Boulcott School 7.30 - 10.30pm  £3-
Drama Festival League, 2 mights 50/ -

per night
R.5A.& Milttary Dance £5-to 1.30am
End Sept. or Oct. Chamber of
Commerce Exhibition Week £ 30- including
lighting
British Israel Assembly £1- plus lighting

The Secretary’s reimbursement was set at £52
per annum to be made up of £28 from the
Society and £24 from the Hall Account.

In September 1936 the Secretary reported hav-
ing posted the Show Schedules. Sixty adver-
tisements had been obtained to the value of
£42 - 14 - 6 and that printing costs had been
£33 -12-8)

The minutes of 7th February 1956 record the
following :-

Hall valuation Unimproved £ 5100

Building 11,800

Capital 16,700

Fateabla 633
DISASTER.

In the early hours of the moming of the 12th
April 1957 the Hall caught fire, There had
been a Social Evening for the Council workers
as a follow on from the Civic Ball which cele-
brated the opening of the newly constructed
Town Hall a fortnight before.

Despite the best efforts of the Fire Brigade the
Hall was a loss.

This left both the Saciety and the Council in an
unenviable position. Qur President G.G.
Gibbes-Watson Q.C. and the City Mayor,
Percy Dowse stood on the footpath watching
the Brigade dampen the last of the embers and
in principle agreed on what both parties would
do.

Without going into deep and possibly boring
detail the following was to take place. But only
after some heated argument in Council about
going into further debt. Mayor Percy Dowse's
favourite comment “that money will never be
cheaper than it is today™ won the day and
plans proceeded.

To replace our Hall with a modern structure

would have cost at least £70,000
($140.000). This the Society could not sec
as a viable thing to do. The agreed allerna-
tive was, that we, the Society, gift the City
of Lower Hutt the land and in return the
Council would construct a new hall of as
large a size as the land would accept. The
new Hall to be called the Horticultural Hall
and we, the Society, were to have the use
of the Hall for a specified number of days
each year. We were also to be able to use
the Little Theatre or any other Council Hall
in the City for some of those specified days.

Also we were to receive storage space in the
basement for our show eguipment. To the
castern side of the Hall there was to be an
annex with a meeting room and facilities
for our own use. In return we were to
invest the bulk of our insurance money,
from the loss of our Hall, in City Council
Debentures,

At this point we struck a stumbling block.
As an Incorporated Society we could not
*Gift our property away”. This needed an
Act of Parliament to give the official ap-
proval for such an action. Here we were
again fortunate in having Walter Nash M.P.
as both a member and a sympathiser with
what we wished to achieve. With his pres-
sure in the House the Act went through in
very short time.

After the usual period for the legality of it
all to be arranged a contract was signed
and the new hall construction began. April
1959 saw the new hall ready for use.
Quite an achievement by all concerned.
The cost of building the Hall was £123,000
($246,00).

The Architects were King, Cook, & Dawson
and W.M.Angus Ltd., the builders.

During all the demolition and re-
construction what happened to the
“Cooper Memoriel Gates” seems to be a
mystery. There is talk of them having been
re-erected at Mitchell Park and also at the
entrance to Aroha Home in Taita. This
definitely needs more research.

Our salvaged show equipment was stored
in a specially constructed loft in the Trac-
tor Shed at the Council Nursery while the
new hall was under construction. A file
from the LHCC Parks and Reserves (151/2
Val.1.] refers to the remission of expenses
totaling £72- involved in transport and
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The Official table at the opening of our own rooms, 7th April 1959,

Jack Dempsey G.G.Gibbes-Watson

£ PR P R e i S g T il b AT

T T R R e S S A

R

P, r i gt Gl
Hutt Bulley Kortienltural Socicty st

=) e —— | 71— Taliphaae;

= L= T TR

:__ Hall durng i dod

: dap bafers - BRI

5 P.O. BOX 19, e

LOWER HUTT

12th April, 1957

MEMO. TO MEMBERS OF GENERAL COMMITTRE

Dua to the nacesaity for prompt sctien on
varisus matters coneseguent on the extensive ire damage
to the Horticultural Hall early this morning, Mr Yatson
hes appointed a small Sub=-Committee to attend to urgent
mALLATE.

Under present circumstances it is not possible
to hold the Autumn Show on Znd and 3rd May, 1557, and
ell errengements heve therefore been cancelled.

A poon as matters have arrived at a stage
where definite information cen be pleced befors tha
Committesa as A basis for policy decislons, members will
bve gdviged of the time snd plece for & Meeting of the
Committes.

Yours faithfully,

Secrelury
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Percy Dowse

erection of a storage rack.

The loss of the Hall meant
that the Autumn Show had
to be cancelled. A memo
was sent to all members of
the Ceneral Committee.as
reproduced here.,

With the loss of the Hall our
56th and 57th Annual Gen-
eral Meetings were held in
the Supper Room of the
Town Hall. While the new
hall was being built we held
our Shows in the Town
Hall.

A New Start

On the 7th April 1959 an
evening function was held
in our new rooms to offi-
cially open them. This was
quite a gathering of with
both currently active as
well as previous committee
members present. The
Mayor Percy Dowse at-
tended and was one of the

speakers of the evening.
Mr. Gibbes-Watson showed
a film on English Gardens.
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Demand for the use of halls was such that we
were approached for the use of our rooms
even before they were readyl!

Our first Committee Meeting in the new
rooms was held on the 20th April 1959. The
first show in the new hall was our Spring
Show for 1959. The opener for the show
being The Mayor, Percy Dowse.

After the rather spartan conditions in the old
hall we rejoiced in the so much better lighting
, the increased space and the general excel-
lent improvement of the venue.

With the move into the new hall there was an
immediate need for show equipment to be
replaced. Whilst some material had been
salvaged from the fire the bulk of our show
planking, profiles,kitchen equipment and so
on had been lost. The money from the insur-
ance payout that was not invested in City
Council Debentures, plus some funds in
hand enabled the Committee of the day to
re-equip the Society. A group of ladies gath-
ered at the home of Mrs.Evans and washed
the smoke stained kitchen and tearoom
crockery and utensils,

In the April of 1958 it was reported that there
was a difficulty in obtaining sufficient mate-
rial for the new curtains for the rooms. There
still being a shortage of some cloth after
WWII. However this was solved in short time.

In the April Committee meeting of that year
money was voted to purchase of new equip-
ment. £ 150- for staging profiles, trestle tops
and legs, £ 100- for the purchase of hoth
black and coloured cloth with a suggestion
that approximately 300 yards would be re-
quired.

At the Committee meeting held on the 4th
August approval to purchase replacement
vases from Temuka Potteries was given. Four
gross of 6 inch vases being ordered at 30/-
(thirty shillings] [$3.00] per dozen
F.O.R.Temuka. In October additional crock-
ery was purchased at a cost of four shillings
and eleven pence per set for cups saucers
and plates and three shillings and threepence
each for assorted coloured plates. These
items have certainly proved a good buy as
they are still in use with only minor losses.

By mid 1961 the lack of suitable black cloth
to cover the display benches was apparent. In
August we bought several bolts of cloth at

six pence per yard! With the increase in
staging material it became necessary to
build a timber rack in our basement stor-
age. This was done, during a show, by
Bernie Henderson and Claude Poulsen.

With the considerable increase in space of
the New Hall shows became harder to fill.
However by making new approaches to the
layouts, and what was actually on show,
the Society was able to fill the Hall as it
continues to do today.

The Members

What can be said of the early members of
the Society? We know that some of the
“names” among them were either local
nurserymen or prominent in one field or
other. All we have available to work on is
the listings in the early schedules that
have survived,

S50 to start — Mr. Robert Lee we have
already spoken of, we have also touched on
Mrs.Kirk but not perhaps her background.
She and her husband Richard Clement
Kirk owned a substantial home at what
became 52 Nelson Street, Petone. Kirk was
a Barrister and one can assume that they
were able to afford the big property, that it
was, for Petone, which is not known for it's
large sections! Unfortunately the house is
long since demolished and the area subdi-
vided.

Mrs Kirk had been involved in Flower
Shows in aid of funds for St Augustine’s
English Church, in Britannia St., Petone,
for at least two or three years prior to the
formation of the Society. This made her an
excellent person to be involved in the early
endeavors. She continued to be involved
for many years. Life membership was be-
stowed on her in 1947,

To this first, and subsequent shows,
Heaton Rhodes sent flowers from his
Christchurch estate. These were brought
up on the ferry boat by his gardener
A E.Lowe, Mention will be made later of
Lowe in regard to a Trophy. It is certain
that T.Waugh; H.Foole Snr; G.Evans; C.
Trevithick would all have entercd material
from their nurseries.

Moving on to the 1906 Schedule for the
*Summer Show” in the Drill Shed at Alice-
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town we can take several names from the
membership list that would have made
significant entries in the Show. To list just
a few - G.A.Chapman, Geo Cooper, James
Hector, William Jolliffe, A.J.Hobbhs, E.J.
Riddiford,C.H.Treadwell, and Frederick
Westbury.

Along with these were Bellevue Gardens,
Woburm Rd.,; Mason's Gardens, [ Called
“The Gums® ) in what is the Avalon area
today, Hayward at Whites Line East,
Fitzherbert at the foot of the Normandale
Hill, and along the slopes of Korokoro we
had Duthie and Percy. From the Taita area
there was Evans Nursery which thrived for
several vears. Some of these had gardeners
who would have done the actual staging
and of course there were those who had
exhibited in the earlier show.

And to now look at the membership list in
the combined *Spring; Summer; Rose and
Chrysanthemum” show schedule for 1908-
049, As well as those already mentioned we
can add F.R.Cooper, H.C.Vogel, and many
others on the list would have been promi-
nent exhibitors.

So little is known of these people in the
way of just what plants they would have
placed in the competition and tc what
extent. There are few records of the entries
and prize winners available to us. What
we do know is that some at least had
extensive gardens and took fierce pride in
exhibiting the produce, in all its forms,
from them. From Nursery Catalogues and
contemporary advertising we can glean
that H.J.Poole Snr. would have contributed
Daffodils, Chrysanthemums and Begonias.
Charlie Trevithick made a speciality of
Sweet Peas and Frederick Westhury,
Dahlias.

From the Tom and Margaret (nee Poole) Fox
family papers information regarding
Poole’s Nursery became available, Henry
James Poole started a Plant Nursey in
Bolton Street, Wellington in 1889, From a
small beginning it quickly became a name
in the New Zealand Daffodil scene. The
Nursery was moved to Waterloo Road in
1911 and flourished there until the 1960s.
The wvalley railway line runs through what
was part of the Nursery and the balance
laid on the north side of the Waterloo
ramp. The Nursery imported much of the
garly and even recent (1940-60s) introduc-

tions of daffodil cultivars. In 1911 Poole
caused a sensation at an H.V.H.5. show
with exhibits of “King Alfred” and “Lucifer”.
“King Alfred” is still grown today.

In 1912 Poole’s were importing bulbs such
as “Peter Barr®, *Croesus” and
“Conqueror™at prices ranging from ten
shillings to thirty pounds and finding sales
with the enthusiasts.

Bt frome e ForgPoile Archives,

Eventually Herbert James Poole took over
the running of the Nursery from his father,
Both Pooles were awarded an impressive
number of medals and cups not only from
this Society but on a National basis. Her-
bert was to feature very actively in the
Society’s affairs as will be noted at other
points. He was awarded an O.B.E. in 1980
for his contribution to both the community
and in particular horticulture.

A gap now until the Combined Schedule
for 18921-22 was issued for four shows.
However there is no membership list in
this schedule and hence we are at a loss as
to who were most likely to be involved. The
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nurserymen advertising in this publication
gives a guide to some who would have played
their part. F.Cooper, W.Jolliffe, W.B. Hardy,
and F.Westbury are all listed. Poole, Trevithick
and Waugh would have certainly also been
involved.

In the post WWII years we are able to rely on
the observations of and personal experiences
of members. Just where to start to do justice
to each person is the problem.

Perhaps to start with Jim O'More of Newlands
is as good a point as any. In the Wellington
area he reigned almost supreme for his chosen
flowers. Now Jim never owned a motor vehicle
and relied heavily on the generosity of Herbie
Foole to get his blooms to a show. Once there
Jim would set to work to stage his blooms. It
was quite the normal thing for Jim to start
staging his blooms late afternoon the day
before the show. Then to work through the
night only having a brief sleep in a suitable
chair. By judging time all his blooms would be
vased to perfection.

In the Spring Shows rivalry existed between
Jim OMore, Charlie Matthews, Frank Taylor,
Jack Stalker, Jim Murray, Charlie de Berry,
Rev. E.B.Stevenson, Alec Wall, H.W. “Horrie”
Mitchell, Claude Poulsen, V.[Bunny) Wake-
ham, Jack Leitch, Eric Budge all competed in
the Daffodil Classes. With frequent “incurs-
ions" from “up country growers". So Jim
O™More did not have it all his own way. But
happy the competitor that beat Jim on the
show hench. In the classes for Camellias such
exhibitors as Mr.and Mrs.Jim Hansen, Steve
Shayle-George, Mr.&Mrs.Pearson, from Wilton
and Mr & Mrs Basil Head from Alicetown,
came to the fore,

To move on a show and mention some who
excelled with their roses. There was W.H.(Bill)
Wilson of Alicetown. Bill was never seen
dressed on any day in the year without a rose
in his lapell His answer to growing good roses
was *a dead sheep under each one” needless to
say he worked for the Gear Meat Company!
Other rose growers who left their mark were
Doug and Mrs.Whitcher. George Cairns who
lived in Puriri St., grew great roses by trench-
ing fish heads and planting his rose bed over
them. Today the banner is carried by the
members of the Hutt Valley Rose Society.

In the Mid-Summer Shows Jim O'More again
excelled with Gladioli, as did Walter
E.Askwith, Frank Taylor, Archie Raite from
Johnsonville and from further away
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Photo from - Fox fPoole Archives

Herbert James Poole O.BE.

M.E."Spud” Brogden all the way from Nor-
manby in Taranald, also Jack Leitch from
Masterton From north of us came Lynd-
hurst Gardens and Charlie Frape f[rom
Palmerston North., Pre-war Rev.8.H.D.
Feryman was prominent in Gladioli classes.

Again in this season Begonias were at their
best and displays and entries by Charlie
Matthews, Bert Freeman from Totara Cres.,
Walter E. Askwith from Epuni, Charlie Burt
from Ava, George Jones from Woburn and
of course Herbert Poole all made for great
displays. At a 1955 Show in particular
Herbert Poole staged 200 pots of Begoniasl
Further there was the input from the
Auratum Lily growers. High on this list
would be Joseph (Joe] Fox who had mas-
tered the growing of these impressive
blooms. Others to he seen staging their
entries were Frank Taylor, Fred Gorrie,
Charlie Matthews, Don Naughton,and
H.J.L. Western all from Lower Hutt, Bil
Doreen, from Lilies International Levin,
would fill the front of the stage with mag-
nifecent stems of lilies. We did not see just
single florets in those days but whole heads
of the different varieties.
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Irage ex HVHS arcinive phate #4

Intage ex HVHS archiive phiofe #3

Phebo - Ponlsen

A.].Hobbs
a 1904 photo.
¥ A prominent
member for
many }"Eﬂ.'l'.‘l-.

Mrs.Mary Mackenzie.
M.B.E; M.A.(Hons); Dip.Ed.; ATCL.;
FRNZTH.

Image ex HVHS arohive pliote #4,

Ivtage ex HVHS archioe photo #3

Dr.& Mrs.Perry

Tom
Waugh.
A 1904
photo.
Waugh
was a
prominent
local Nurs-
eryman and
took part in
the Society
on an active
scale.

------

fmage ex photo from O Westbury family arciives,

Frederick Westbury.
Local market gardener and enthusiastic
exhibitor at Society Shows.
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Photo - Poulsen

Donald E.Harper passing the Presidential Chain of

Phote - Podzen

Phgto - Pauisent

Donald E.Harper.
President 1964-88

Office onto Jack Dempsey in 1988.

Fhoto - Poulsen
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Society’s Presidents Chain of Office.
Made of Royal Horticultural Society medals.
(2 bronze, 2 silver and 2 silver gilt).
Lower medal is a gilt Cooper Memorial.

The medals are some of the medals won by
Eric L,Riddiford’s gardener J.Clark from Woburn
Estate, Lower Hultt and Orongorongo.
Collection now in HVHS Archives.

Frank W.Taylor,
receiving a
presentation from the
President D.E.Harper,
on his rebirement as
Treasurer in 1973,
In the background is
Mrs.Muriel Tavlor
and Jack Stalker.
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In the Dahlia classes people such as Hay
Fisher, Jack & Mavis Dempsey, Jack
Stalker, Jock 3titt, Jack F.Holley, Vic
J.Woodhouse, Eric G. Budge, Les Rough-
ton, Phil Bothamley,A.J.McKay,including
Mrs.Betty Finlayson and Mr.and Mrs.
Frater from the Wairarapa, Les Norton of
Hastings competed with vigour and great
slkdill with their chosen flowers. It would
be true, (in the writers opinion), to state
that the Spring and Mid-Summer Shows
were the most impressive and rewarding of
the four shows being held at this time.
Other Dahlia exhibitors over the years
have been Frank Newman, Kevin Stant
and Jack Linton from Porirua, Keith Taylor
from Wainuiomata, Shailer & Mason from
Palmerston North and Chittick from Wan-
ganui, these last two also providing trade
displays.

Moving on to the Autumn Shows, where
Chrysanthemums were the flower of
choice. Joe Fox and his son Tom came to
the fore with magnificent blooms along
with Mrs.Yola August, Linden Martin,
Evan de Berry, W.E. (Bill} Cowley, T.Clark;
Ken Ruddock also V.(Bunny) Wakeham,
Kevin Stant, Bill Tanis, S.W.Frew, Mrs. P.
Clemens,W.G.Hill, TomMechen, A.Hixon &
Son, W.Jones and J.M.Fraser and again
going back in time Frederick Westbury
competed with considerable success.

Names recorded in the Junior and Juve-
nile Floral Art classes are Miss.J.Stupples,
Meryl Hill, Philippa Cropp, Helen Rhodes,
Emily & Samuel Stannard, Diane Fitzgib-
bon, Julie Wales, Ruth Wales, Sandra
Wales, James Penman, Joyce Adams,
Julie Stephenson, all of these have entered
in the classes over the vears of their child-

.hood with some success.

Adult Floral Art has had its strong follow-
ing over the years. Exhibitors have been
Flora Healy, Mrsa.JudithBagnall, Mrs. Cris-
tal Mills, Robert G.Sollitt, Mrs.Zona
Poulsen, Mrs.Lynda Stevenson, Mrs.Sole,
Mrs. E M. Sage all of these have competed
over the more recent years. Pre 1940 there
must have been a number of ladies who
competed but records do not exist to show
their names.

Competition for the Annual Points Tro-
phies has always been strong. Looking at
the trophies the following names occur at
regular intervals, Donald E.Harper, Mrs.E.
Bunyan, Arnold and Ruth Dench, Mrs.

M.Hansen, Mrs.Cytienne Robertson, Mrs,
W.J.Logan, Mrs.Cristal Mills,Mrs.F.McMill-
an, Mrs.ElizabethBowker Mrs.Judith Bag-
nall, Mrs.E.M.Broom, Mrs.Ann Coburn,
and her daughter Mrs.Sandra Wales.

Over the yvears many knowledgeable per-
sons have judged at the shows for the
Society. To name only a few over recent
years, Herbert Poole did sterling duty as a
judge not only of daffodils but also general
classes, Jack Stalker catered for the daf-
fodil and dahlia classes in particular. The
writer can recall stewarding for Jack and
coming to a suspicious vase of single daf-
fodil. Jack reached out and gave the stem
a firm downward push and it slid grace-
fully into the wvase leaving a very short
stemmed flowerl On another occasion the
flower did not look guite right in the vase
and on inspection was found to have a
short stemn again only this time with a stem
of cockfoot grass thrust up it — “not ac-
ceptable said Jack” with his rather Mul-
doonish chuckle, and failed the entries.

Other members and out-of-town judges
have been Jack Dempsey, Jack Leitch,
John Frater, Mason, George Holmes, and
Richard Nanson.

In the Floral Art classes several ladies
made an impact. Among these over recent
years were Mrs.Sage, Mrs.Bagnall, along
with Mrs.Kerr, and Mrs.Fitzgibbon. Of even
mare recent times there has been an input
from Mr.Robert Sollitt and Mrs.Lynda
Stevenson, At one period the schedule
called for an arrangement of Natives! One
lady entered an arrangement of coloured
dolls!  Along with Pohutukawa blos-
som.The late Mrs. Bagnall was judging and
was horrified by this entry from “Mrs. AB.
Face™ Needless to say the schedule was
promptly reworded.

Among the persons to do the daunting task
of judging floral art work have been Mrs,
Marie Fitzgibbon, Mrs.E.M.Sage, Mrs.Kerr,
Mrs.de Stefano, Mrs.Marjorie Latham, Mrs.
8.Gerondis and Mrs Judith Bagnall. And
one cannot overlook the contribution made
by Maurice August.

Writing the “Bench Cards” in the days that
they were used was a massive task. Yes
they could be partly pre-written, but until
the entries were rung in by 7.00pm on the
evening prior to the Show no names could
be added. And to complicate the matter
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there was always alterations and late entries.
For several years, in recent history at least, a
small team worked hard at the task. First
there was the Secretary and to assist him
there was Mavis Dempsey, Zona Poulsen and
Muriel Taylor. Not only the cards had to he
filled in but the “Stewards books™ needed to
be written-up also.

The Committee of the late 40s through to
about mid 90s was more like a club. In
saying this it is meant that many of them
would travel to National Shows at other cen-
tres and enjoy each others company. Alwayvs
after our own Show was all cleaned up and
packed away they would gather for a con-
vivial drink in our rooms and talk on a wide
range of matters,

Two names stand out from these after show
gatherings. In his time the Secretary A.E.
(Ernie] Lambourn would keep us in laughter
with his anecdotes and jokes. Ernie was a
Public Secretary and did his job for us very
ably assisted by his wife Edna. We saw little
of him at a Show but both he and his wife
would always join us at the end of the Show.
With a glass in his hand a steady stream of
wartime and local happenings along with
suitable jokes meant a pleasent hour or so,

In this he was well paired with Don Naughton
who could always be relied on to have the
latest plece of humour and was a fund of
dotteral verse. The group consisted most
times of Don's wife Evelyn, Bert and Dorrie
Freeman, George and Iris Jones, Frank and
Muriel Taylor, Claude and Zona Poulsen, Don
and Elizabeth Harper, Ann Cobum and later
her daughter Sandra, Jack and Maisie Hol-
ley, Jack Dempsey, Joe Beagle and fre-
quently one or another of the visiting ex-
hibitors. It made for a very friendly and
rewarding finish to the busy time of a Show.
Shows were much more of a social gathering
than they are today, where people are so
busy with other interests. Sadly time has
removed many of these stalwarts from our
midst.

The Society has always had a backbone of
menibers who are willing to erect and dis-
mantle shows. Also to pitch in and assist
when help is needed. With the membership
being in the older age group it has been
necessary for some years now to hire the
labour of one community group or other.
However it would be remiss not to name a
few, at least, who have given freely of their
time and labour. Firstly Mrs.Tira Cooke,

Mrs.MaruMcPhersonJones,Mrs. Elizabeth
F.Stratmore, Mrs.Ray Mcintosh, Mrs.
Marsh, Mrs.Ann Coburn, Mrs.Holley, Mrs
Iris Gittings, Mrs.Leila Hale, Mrs.Judith
Bagnall, Mrs.Nan Tustin, Mrs.Rhona Udy,
Mrs,Ballinger, Mrs.Leila Hale, Mrs. Natus-
ch are only a few as the list could go on.
Among the men are Alec Natusch, Reg
Baigent, Errol Thompson, Jack Holley,
AW.Clark, Charlie Mathews, Jack
Dempsey, George Jones, Les Bentley, John
Wales all are mentioned in the more recent
minute books. There must be many others
who have faded into only distant memories
now and their names are lost. To these the
Society owes a deep debt.

Shows, Events & Functions

This may easily become a long chapter, It
seems prudent to try and list major Shows,
Events and Functions in a chronological
order.

As has been already said our first show or
shows were held in circa 1904, It is proba-
ble that this was a Spring Show and a copy
of the Schedule still exists.

If we go back a little in time there is the
existing copy of a Schedule for a Petone
Show in the Drill Shed in 1903. This may
well be the last of the shows organised in
aid of funds for St Augustine’s Church in
Petone,

Both these Schedules are reproduced as
may be seen in the appendix. The flowers
that the classes cover demonstrates what
was popular at that time in our gardening
history. A report in the Hutt and Petone
Chronicle dated April 20th. 1909 gives a
good account of the entries and successful
exhibitors over Rose and Summer Shows.
(see capy on page 28).

We can assume with reasonable sureness
that among the entrants over these years

were. Heaton Rhodes (yet to be Knighted),
by sending his gardener A.E.Lowe up from
his Christchurch garden. Local entrants
would have been C.Trevithick, Mason’s
Gardens, Bellevue Gardens, F.Cooper,
Evan’s Nursery and Frederick Westbury
from Taita, from the Western Hills estates
came Percy, Hector and Fitzherbert. There
would have been other entrants ....0h! to
only have the records.These early shows
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Fhoto - | Askavith Family Archives.

Wiater Edward (Wally) Askwith.
A life member and exhibitor over a

Fhoto - Poulsen

Patron and Life Member.
Jack Dempsey [.P., enjoying a wee dram,
at the National Dahlia Socicly
Dinner at Lower Hutt in 2003.

Sample of typical
slide profected
during the interval
af local
Picture Theatres
in the
1930z to mid 1950
perid.

Fhoto - Poulsen

long period of time.

A ;f;;-uﬁ_. i

Mrs.May Simes

W&m a#<% HUTT VALLEY HORT. SOCIETY

17" 18" SEPT.

LAINGS RD. LOWER HUTT

Puast Committee member and Treasurer
of Afternoon Garden Circle.

Retiring President, Ted Gibbs passing the Chain of
Office to Alan Jolliffe, 1993.

Image from HVHS archive sfides.

Photo - Poulsen
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60th Jubilee Dinner.

Phote - Life Photagraphy, from Z.Poulsen archives.

The Society Officers, Excecutive and past Presidents at the Jubilee Dinner.
Back row from left - Herbert Poole, (Past Preident), Harry Sole, Don Naughton, Jack Dempsey (Secretary),
Frank Taylor (Treasurer), G.G.Gibbes-Watson (Past President), Joe Fox, and George Jones.
Centre - Mrs.Zona Foulsen (Ladies Committes Secretary)
Fremnt rowe - Mrs.Poole, Mrs.Whitcher, Bert Freeman, (President), Mrs.G.G.Gibbes-Watson (Chairwoman Ladies
Committee).

Fhalo - Life Photegraphy, from Z.Poulsen archives.

A group of members at the same function as above.
From the left - Mrs.Poole, Mrs. Whitcher, Mrs.Fox, Harry Sole, Mrs.Sole and Mrs.Sage.
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‘IHT * YALLEY HORTICUL
TURAL SOCIETY.

i I I TR

| At the plutt Town Hall, Iatt night, |
| the Mayor (Mr T, A. Pelerkm} pre-
| sen*ed the trophies won by the vurious
exhibiturs in connection with the
show held umider the asuspices of the
Hutt  Valley Horticultural Sorciety.
There was a large attendance. The
follawing reccived trophies:—

Roz¢ Show, —Mational Rose So-
ciety's silver medal und two trophies
valued each one guines, Bellevue Gar-
dens; Mra Cooper’s silver gilt medal,
Mr C Troevethick; Mr Anatis’ trophy,
Mr H. Foole; one guinea trophies, Mra
Jacque and Miss Jenness; National
Fose Society's silver medal, Evans and
Son; bronze medal, Mr F. Cooper,

Summer Show,—Mr Chapman’s gold
medal, Mr Harvey; Mr Joliffe's twn
guinea trophy, Mr Poole; two guinea
aml one guinea trophies, Bellevoe Gar-
dens: Mr Peterkin's gold medal, Mr1
F. Westbury: various trophies, Mr M.
B, Smith {2y, Mr J. H.. Clark, Mr
Pointun, Mr A. W. Willinggson, One
guines truphma. Mras Avaon and Miss
Willlamaon.

were held mainly on a Wednesday aor a
Wednesday and Thursday and this ap-
pears to have continued right up to 1970,

In February 1929 a four day “Chelsea
Show” was held in Riddiford Park. Accord-
ing to articles in the Evening Post and Hutt
News the Show was a huge success. To
quote the Hutt News “The members of the
local Horticultural Society are displaying
wonderful enterprise in undertaking this
entirely novel venture. It will be the first time
an open air flower show has been aftempted
in the Wellington province. All that is re-
guired to make it a saccess is sedasonable
werther.”

There were twelve marquees and tents
erected to house exhibits and trade stands.
A prize of £25 was offered for a “Garden
Plot™ This section was provided so that
nurserymen could demonstrate, in minia-
ture, their various ideas in laying out gar-
dens. The collective exhibit, by members of
the Hutt Valley Producers’ Association,
staged by Mr.W.Copping was a very real
advertisement of the fertility of the Hutt
Valley soil. Among the flower exhibits was
a large display of Hydrangeas, along with

flowers from many of the leading gardens in
the Hutt.

One exhibitor was stated to have staged
1000 stems of Galdioli ! The Rock garden
being established by the Alpine and Rock
Garden Society provided a feature. [ This of
course was lost when Riddiford Park was
cut up to make way for Queens Drive).

The largest trade exhibit came from Messrs
J.N.Anderson & Son Ltd., of Napier, who
claimed to be the largest grower of pot
plants in the Dominion at that time. They
werg awarded the top award of a
R.H.5.5ver Gilt medal for this display.
Other commercial displays to receive
awards were H.Poole and Son; C.F.Bilcher;
R.N.Wall; T.C.Bilby; and the Hutt Valley
Producers’ Association.

In the competitive sections several local
growers acquitted themselves well. In the
Gladioli classes were H.E.Edwards along
withJ.C.Bilby;L.Jones;J.Ball;C.W.Dudding
W.G.Holgate and Miss Alexander. In other
classes Mrs.Kersley ,D.S.Patrick; Mrs.Kilson;
C.T.Sutcliffe; G.5,Nicholl, Mrs.W.H.Smith,
Miss. McGee;, Mrs.5.M.Hobbs and Mrs.D.
N. Fenwick were all prominent.

D‘HELSE.& SHOW

Vrranged by
Hutt Valley Horticultural Soci«h}r
n
RIDDIFORD PARK.
TO-DAY,
FRITIAY ;md SATURDAY.

Ma.gmﬁcent Displays
of

Flowers and Vegetables
Never before equalled in the
Wellington Brovinee,

DON'T MISS IT.
Alternvon Tea on the Ground.
Admission 1/-.

Trom Hutt & Petone Chronicle Thursday 19th.
February1929



Image - ex HYHS Archives.
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In the days of owning our own Hall we also
had a piano! No show was complete with-
out background music and for many years
a Mrs.Bernard provided this. Sometimes a
Mrs.Wilson’s orchestra was engaged at a
fee of £3-3-0, (in other words Three
Guineas).

seems to have survived. It is known that
Walter E.Askwith, one of our members,
took a Champion Bloom award.

In 1922 the Society became registered un-
der the Incorporated Socieies Act. of 1908.

On Arbor Day 1945 at
11.00am an Oak Tree

Beglster Nurber 1673

was planted by the

INCORPORATED SOCIETIES ACT, 1WE

Certificate of Incorporation.

Society. This was a
seedling grown from
acorns gathered in
Windsor Park U.K.
The seedlings being
raised by Henry J.

F Certifp thar mhe  BUTT VALEY HRTICULIURAL SOCIZTY

L INCCR=0RATEN |

Socteties Act, 1908,

Dated @l jellington . this B ixth

is fncorporated under the Imcorporated

: Ragistrar af Incorporafed Societiea.

Poole at his Nursery,
The tree was initially
planted, by Henry,
about where our
rooms are today and
was moved when the
New Hall was built, It
is now the large tree at
the corner of the Town
Hall Supper Room.
The original plaque is
still with it but is
slowly being over-
grown by the trunk,

day af

Certainly post WWII
we took an active part

in voting on the Local

In the late 1930s the use of glass slides
projected during the interval at the movies
became a useful means of advertising. This
was made good use of not only in the
1930= bul later in the 1940s and 50s.
One typical charge, in 1939,was £2-. In
1947 it appears that slides were shown
at Petone, Woburn and Lower Hutt. In
the account records there are entries of
charges in 1947 of £7-5-0 and 1950 of
£11-5-0. In minutes of 1954 we were
again seeking quotes for projection at
Petone, FEastbourne, Woburn and
Lower Hutt. A slide is illustrated on

page 26.

As early as 1938 discussions were
started with the Wellington Horticul-
tural Society for the forthcomimg Na-
tional Centennial Flower Show. This to
be held as part of the 1939-40 Centen-
nial Exhibition at Kilbirnie. We did par-
ticipate in this Show but little record

Body Elections. The
minutes record that
Miss Allman was our
nominal occupier in 1947 with the right to
register a vote. Of course with the later
loss of our Hall we also lost this privilege.
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Phiota - Roy Bridge

Roy Bridge in Rover uniform 1947

In 1947 it was decided to assist a Scout to
attend the Paris Jamboree. Roy Bridge
from the Lower Hutt Rover Group was cho-
sen to go. A cheque for £100 was present-
ed to him at an informal gathering after the
Autumn Show. In addition he was given
tickets and a letter of introduction to the
Royal Horticultural Society in London. The
Society President at that time was Jim
Vogel and he had a long history of interest
in the Scouting movement. Of the 235
Scouts to go to the Jamboree, approxi-
mately 160 went from Hutt Valley. Many
businesses sponsored boys and on Vogels
part he was keen that they should see at
least some of the devastation wrought by
W 1L

'During February 1951 discussions were

held with the Wellington Horticultural So-
ciety about the possibility of holding a
Roval Show. This was in anticipation of a
Royal Tour by King George VI and Queen
Elizabeth in 1952. Of course with his
death this never came about.

49th AGM was attended by 84 members
and Show admission charges were in-
creased from 1/6 to 2/-, children to re-
main at 6 pence. The Society had a bank
overdraft of £ 900 - 10 - 6 ( $1981.05).
Membership tickets were 10/6 and 5/-.

Vases were again proving to be in short
supply at some shows and six dozen alu-

mimium vases were ordered from
T.W.Sinclair & Son. An “exhibition only”
stand was organised for the Afternoon Gar-
den Circle. Approval to spend £10- per
show was approved.

The 50th AGM saw G.G.Gibbes-Watson as
President, A.E.Lambourn as Secretary and
Treasurer A, W.Freeman, Auditor A.E. Ack-
royd. The Vice-president List had 29
names on it, the General committe was of
25 men and Ladies Committe boasted 32
women with an Auxillary Committee of 8.

We celebrated our 50th. anniversary with a
dinner at 7pm Wednesday 18th. February
1953. 160 members attended in our old
Hall and paid 10/- each. The actual cost
of the function was £91-18-6. The caterer
was Mrs.Sylvia Tucker and her price was
G/- per head for 100 or more people. This
would have been our last major gathering
of members prior to the loss of the Hall
Qur President, G.G.Gibbes-Watson pro-
posed the toast to the Queen and the
Hon.Walter Nash proposed the toast to the
Society. After the meal there was an inter-
esting talk, from the Minister for the
Netherlands, Jonkheer de Brauw, on Hol-
land. Followed by colour films on Holland
and the Dutch Flower Industry.

As part of the 50th celebration there were
four National Shows hosted. On 30th.31st.
January 1952 the N.Z.National Gladiolus
Society and in the Spring of 1952, the
National Daffodil Society. In 1953 January
saw a National Dahlia Society Show and
April a National Chrysanthemum Show, so
guite a busy and rewarding year. And to
cap it off in 1952 the Rose Show was over
two days. Up to this time Rose Shows were
normally only one day shows.

The Chrysanthemum Show of 1953 is of
particular note as the person to officially
open the show was Mrs. Basham, better
known as “Aunt Daisy" a very popular
0.00am radio talk show on 2ZB. Any older
persons will recall her opening words
‘G0O0D MORNING EVERYBODY' delivered
with great gusto. Her opening of a show is
remarkable for the reason that the Hall
was packed to hear her. No other official
had, or has, ever drawn a larger atten-
dance at a show opening.

1955 and the Hutt Valley Branch of the
Cactus and Succulent Society of N.Z.
joined in at a show with a display. Over
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the years this has become a regular feature,
though now from members of the Wellington
Branch.

As a repeat of the lectures given between the
Wars it was decided to invite James Stirling
to speak in the Little Theatre. This was in
1969 and was a huge success. The late
James Stirling, held a major job with the old
Ministry of Works. He was responsible for
the planting of cover material on roadside
realignments and easements. For some time
he had a very popular gardening talk show
on National Radio.

However when we tried to repeat this with a
lecture from Lawrie J.Metcalf in 1991 it fell
very short of successful. Metcall’s name was
not as well known as Stirling’s and did not
attract the attendance we would have liked to
see,

In 1962 a Jubilee Spring Show was held. The
Show was opened by Mrs Annie Huggan,
Mayor of Petone. Jim O'More excelled himself
with

one of his seedling daffodil blooms winning
not only Champion Bloom but also Divi-
sion Premier and Seedling Premier. Or-
chids from Australia and New Zealand
were staged along with other special en-
tries. The L.H.C.C.Reserve Dept., made a
special effort with a magnificent garden
setting. A special display from Griffin and
Sons’ gardens added an extra attraction.

In 1968 the Society assisted by donating
$100 to the Trust fund for plants in the
G.G.Gibbes-Watson Conservatory and a
further $30 to the Orchid Circle to assist
them.

A joint meeting was held, also in that year,
with the L.H.C.C. Parks & Reserves Dept.,
to hear a Mr. Corkin deliver a lecture. Mr.
Corkin was the Director of Parks & Re-
serves of Greater London.

It was not until 1976 that the Society
dispensed with Commissionaires at the
Shows. Up until then it had been the

Finishing Touches To Floral Art

SEPTEMEES iFE2

Image - ex “Evening Post”,
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A BIRTHDAY CAKE of flowers recelves last edjustments frem members of the Hubt Vallew Hesticultural Sociehe. [+
marked the 80th enniversary of the saclery—erlebrated with @ goring show, Frem left ere: Mrs V. Mocpheronojones,
Mirs. A, C. Press, Mes, G Ollzndes, Mree, 1. Staffard ord Mrz, ), Lemman, [Sae repost on Poge 121,
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practice to either engage a man from the
Corp of Commissionaires or from the Le-
gionaires.

Another “away from the Hall® venture in
1973 was to stage a display in the Cuba
Mall during the Festival of Wellington.

NATIONAL SHOWS — over the vears we
have hosted all of the main National
Flower Shows. The list comprises, Daffdils,
Camellias, Roses, Dahlias, Gladioli, and
Chrysanthemums.

In 1976 we hosted the first ever Interna-
tional Daffodil Show taking both the Horti
cultural and the Town Hall to stage it. [t
was a huge success with enthusiasts from
Australia, America, Ireland, England, Hol-
land and South Africa attending. With the
Hall especially decorated and flags of the
visiting countries flanking the stage the
Hall was a bright and colourful place. The
standard of Daffodils exhibited was very
high indeed.

As an added attraction to the Show a
Princess competition was held with voting

by the public, This was perhaps the first
time the Society had hosted such an event.

As the Town Hall is not intended for exhi-
bition purposes it was necessary to install
extra lighting. It was decided that we
would invest in flood lights and six 500w
units were purchased. With these sus-
pended from the ceiling the hall becomes
more usable but is still not really adequate

Other National Shows have needed the use
of both halls and are always very busy but
rewarding events.

In 1958 we decided to try and take the
show to another area of Lower Hutt. With
the very able assistance of “Jones Timber
Company” all the staging equipment need-
ed was trucked to the Epuni Community
Hall. Where we staged the Gladioli Show.
A splendid show was held, but the sheer
logistics of moving everything required
proved too daunting to repeat the excer-
cise.

In 1971 show days were moved to Thurs-
day and Friday on a permanent basis, as

this came into line with late night shop-
ping on Fridays. Shows always ran to
9.00pm on the second day. However with
late night shopping giving way to all day

Saturday shopping, shows were again
moved to accomodate. And are now Satur-
day 12noon to 5.00pm and Sunday 10am
to 4.30pm.

For many years, both before and post
WWIIL, an auction of flowers at the close of
a show was a feature. Many exhibitors did
not want to take their blooms home again
and were only too pleased to donate them
for sale. There was a regular number of
people who would come in late at the show
just to buy these flowers,

Members generosity with their flowers has
always been a pleasing feature of the
Shows. Ones to be recorded were Mavis
and Jack Dempsey. With them growing
dahlias in rather a large quantity there
were always those flowers that were below
show standard. Mavis would gather these
blooms up and then make floral carpets of
them on their lawn. These were so striking
that Tour Buses would stop so that pas-
sengers could have a good look at them. At
one Dahlia Show Mavis and Jack con-
structed a sloping platform at floor level
and laid out a stunning display, a photo of
which was featured in the Evening Post.

The Wellington Horticultural Society
wound up in 1972. This left us as the only
major show society in the Wellington area.
Other still active horticultural societies at
this time were Eastbourne; Upper Hutt;
Titahi Bay; Petone; Johnsonville; and
Wadestown. Sadly only Titahi Bay, Petone
and Wadestown are still active, even il on a
scaled down level.

With the building of the Tutukiwi Orchid
House, in 1977/78, the Society saw a
purpose in donating some funds towards
it. A sum of $1500 was given towards its
establishment and for some years nomin-
ees from the Society joined the group over-
seeing the upkeep of the House. Lower
Hutt Rotary were the prime movers behind
the House and funds were solicited from
varipus sources. The Bank of New Zealand
gave $1250 and a further $2000 plus was
raised by “selling” panes of glass at $5
each.

The original collection of orchids in the
house was gifted to the City by Herbert
FPoole,

Also in 1977 there was a bad storm which
did a lot of damage to the Civic Parks and
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gardens. Here again the Socicty felt that
it could give some assistance and a sum
of $250 was voted to the LHCC Parks and
Reserves as an aid towards the clean-up
and re-planting,

In 1978 the Society deemed it a wise move
to purchase our own sound system. Upto
this time we had hired a system as
needed. Through the assistance of one of
our members a 100w system was pur-
chased and has done sterling work since
then.

In 1986 we became involved with the
L.H.City Council about the proposal to
extend the Horticultural Hall to a very
great extent. Though plans and proposals
were drawn up it obviously did not reach
fruition. The plan was to create more of a
conference centre and attract organisa-
tions to Lower Hutt. The money needed
was not readily available then and would
no doubt be no more available today.

Wanting to do something of a horticultural
nature in the City the Society decided in
1980 to establish a Rhododendron and
Azalea dell at some suitable site. After
discussions with Parks and Reserves an
area at Belmont was selected. An approach
was made to the Dunedin City Council and
they offered a quantity of azaleas, which
duly arrived. Meantime the local residents
at Belmont objected to the plan on the
grounds that :- “if would provide unnecessary
cover for undesirable persoms along the route taken
by school children”

An impasse was reached and it was to be
some years before a planting, by Parks and
Reserves, went ahead in any casc. Mean-
time the azaleas from Dunedin were held
at the Summit Road Nursery and we can
only trust that they were finally used.

Another attempt to do something for Horti-
culture, other than just shows, in 1990 a
scholarship was established for the City
Council Parks and Reserves apprentices.
The sum of $1000 was offered and the
name of “Ted Mills Scholarship™ was given
to the grant. Ted had been a prime mover
in establishing the scholarship but died
before it came to fruition. The first appren-
tice chosen was Tony Behrent and

the money enabled him to take a course in
Horticulture at Massey University. The
Wellington Branch of the N.Z.Fuchsia Soci-

ety also gave a sum of money towards his
expenses.

1 1...1. s B S
Fleoker - Pozalsent

Tony Behrent receiving a cheque to-
wards fees at Massey Universaty

Over recent years we have hosted such
groups as the Wellington Area Floral Ar-
ranger of the Year, and for some years now
the annual display and show of the Coun-
try Women's Institute and the Wellington
Branch of N.Z. Cacti and Succulent Soci-
ety’s Annual Show. Each of these groups
make the show most attractive and inter-
esting,

The move to give craft groups space has
also been worthwhile. Regular attenders
over recent years have been the Potters
and China Painters from the Hutt Art Soci-
ety. From time to time other craft people
take space.

Whereever possible we have tried to en-
courage commercial growers to the shows,
This affords members, and the public, a
grand opportunity 1o acquire plants that
may not be so readily available and at
attractive prices. All these ventures make
a cash return to the Society's coffers.

To try and attract interest from the schools
a “Springtime in Lower Hutt Mural Com-
petition” was organized. The response was
excellent from, Lower Hutt, StokesValley,
Eastbourne and Wainuiomata Schools.
The murals made a great splash of colour
when all exhibited at a Show.
Wainuiomata Primary had the winning
mural, but all were of a high standard. A
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photograph of the happy winning group is
on page 41. When the schools were ap-
proached to repeat the competition the
following wear the answer was “No"l It
seemed that it did not fit into their curricu-
lum !

Over the 1974 to early 1994 period the
Society held a Christmas Function for it’s
members. This would take many forms,
most generally a buffet meal with drinks
and some form of entertainment. The cost
to members was kept as low as possible.
On occasion we would expand into some-
thing a little more venturesome.

In 1974, for example, after a buffet meal in
the Horticultural Hall Supper Room we
attended a Repertory Show in the Little
Theatre. Again in 1981, after a buffet
meal, we all went to the Movies at the
Odeon in High St. All these evenings were
great fun but, again, rising costs saw a
reduction in attendance to a level that
became unrealistic. So 1994 was the last
evening held.

An invitation was received in 1993 for a
member of the Society to join an advisory
hoard, on Horticulture, at the Petone Tech-
nical College. The Secretary did sit on this
Board for some time but with the re-
organisation of the College the board was
allowed to go into recess. The stated pur-
pose of the Board was to assist the Horti-
cultural Courses being offered by the Col-
lege to tailor them to the needs of the
community,

From discussions held with Mitrel0, Lower
Hutt, by our President, Alan Jolliffe, we
started to hold joint evenings in 1994,

. These were most enjoyable but perhaps not

very profitable to Mitrel0. Ewvenings are
still held from time to time but not on a
joint basis.

A feature of the Shows, as already men-
tioned, for many years, both pre WWII and
after was to have a Cominissionaire at the
door. Especially on the first day of the
Show. If the opener of the Show was
anyane of public note a Guard of Honour
would be asked for from generally the Hutt
Valley High School. Further on very special
occasions a band would play as the person
of note arrived.

To illustrate - in November 1937 Lady
Galway opened the Rose Show. Forty girl

students from the Hutt Valey High school
were retained as a Guard of Honour. All
rather grand and not quite the thing to do
these days, more the pity.

The “Circles”.

The “Circles” sounds as if we are off on
some sort of journey. but I assure you that
the title is correct. For reasons, beyond my
knowledge, interested groups formed with-
in the Society have always been known as
“Circles™

The existence of *Circles” pgoes back to
some, un-recorded, time before 1930. In
1935 an Evening Garden Circle was form-
ed. Records show that it went into recess in
August 1966. This group was well attended
until, the advent of Television. The huge
popularity of “The Box™ was the death knell
of the Circle,

At the General Committee meeting of April
30th 1935 an entry is of particular interest.
To gquote ;-

“Gardeners Circle —— Unanimously decided
that a circle be formed — Idea being two
lectures monthly — one by a nurseryman in
day time giving work reguired for the month,
sowing, pruning, etc, the other in the
evening.

Subscription 1/- . committee of five; Mes-
dames S.M. Hobbs, G.Reid & A R Gower with
two from the Men's Committee on motion Mrs.
Gower & H.J Mithchell.

Junior Circle ——  Consisting of children
from 10 years of age to seventeen.
Subscription 1/- to cover the whole period.
Sub-committee aof Mrs.S.M.Hobbs &
H.W.Mitchell to organise. Details of the Wan-
ganui Suburban Horticultural Sociely Jurnior
Circle of nearly 700 members was explained
by Mrs.Gower. Lectures in practical garden-
ing, distribution of plants, seeds ete. Sched-
ule reported. Sub-committee dealing with
same.”

“First sketch of new Hall was viewed, de-
cided to mwait new plan with suggestion
larger Tea Room.”

The records show that the first meeting of
this Garden Circle was 2nd July 1935.
Whether Garden Circles existed before this
date we have no record, but it is very likely
that there were. Moving ahead to the elect-



ed Comrmittee, for 1935-36 year, there are
41 ladies on the list!

After WW II an Afterncon Garden Circle
was formed. Records show that the first
meeting was held at the home of Mrs. Tira
Cooke on Thursday 7th February 1956.
Comumittee formed at that date were - - -

Chairwoman —  jqpe. Marjorie Kell

Secrctg_ry — Mrs. Wehb

Committee —— Mrs. Tira Cooke
Mrs, F.E. Sage

Mrs, Doris Benstead

This Circle is still going strong and main-
tains an interesting programme for its
members. [t also mounts a display tahle
at each Flower Show with a wide range of
interesting and, where available, unusual
garden material. All plants or flowers are
accurately named for the publics benefit.
It must, however, be stated that this at
times causes some interesting discus-
sions on just what is the correct name of
any given plant.

Each year, for many vears, the Circle has
made “away from the Hall trips”. Over
recent times this has been in the form of
very popular bus trips. Usually to one or
more gardens in the Greater Wellington
Region.

The number of ladies that have given
longterm service to the AGC are almost
legend. Foremost must be Mrs.Mary
Mckenzie, who was President for 38
years. Mrs. May Simes; Mrs.Betty Strat-
more; Mrs.Rona Udy; Miss.MargaretWill-
iamson; Mrs.DorisBenstead; Mrs.Evelyn
Tonks; Miss Flora MacDonald are but a
few who have given freely of their time
and energy.

In 1988 the circle gave $1000 to the City
Council Parks and Reserves Dept., for the
purchase of Magnolias to be planted in
the Riddiford Gardens. These are now
creating a good display each year.

Over the years many other Circles have
come and gone depending on the popu-
larity of the flower or plants. We have
fostered - a Dahlia Circle; a Chrysanthe-
mum Circle; a Lily Circle; a Cloche Circle;
a Begonia Circle; a Daffodil Circle and we
may well have fostered other interests.
Each has shone for a period and then
faded into the past.

In 1961 Keith G.Killoh from Karori, a

member of our Society circulated an invitation
to possibly interested persons to attend an
Initial meeting, in our rooms, to discuss the
formation of an Orchid Circle.

The minutes of this meeting held on the 13th
November 1961 record Herbert Poole (the
President of the H.V.H.5.) was in the chair and
the meeting elected the following inaugural
committee.

President —— Herbert Poole

Secretary ——  Keijth G.Killoh ;

Committee —  Mrs.Grylls; Mrs.Killoh;
Mr.& M E.G.McDonald

Mr.O'Shaughnessy; Norm Porter;
Frank Taylor.

A fee of two shillings and sixpence was set as
the annual subscription to cover Circle ex-
penses. Twenty eight subscriptions were paid.
S50 the new Circle was off to an excellent
beginning.

At the end of their first year their financial
report showed a membership of 55 and assets
of £2-2-7!

The Circle is now still a part of the Society but
has changed it’s name to Hutt Valley Orchid
Society. Whilst it had a very strong member-
ship for a long time it has now settled back to
a core of dedicated growers. They hold regular
monthly meetings and support the Flower
Shows with well presented displays of their
chosen plants.

Over the years they have been involved in
various ventures. In 1977 they became ac-
tively associated with the Tutu-Kiwi Orchid &
Fern House. Circle members joined the Trust
Committee to look after the House. Over the
years this group has gradually faded into
recess.

In 1990 a stand was entered at the 13th World
Orchid Conference in Auckland. This was a
major undertaking as a truck had to be hired
to transport staging materials, plants and
some persons to and from Auckland. The
space taken for the stand was 24 sq.metres.
The parent Society assisted with some of the
COSts.

Several Society members have taken leading
roles within the Circle. To name some, Herb-
ert J.Poole O.B.E.; Frank W.Taylor; E.T. (Ted)
Bartosh; Keith G.Killoh; Norman Porter;
Henry Rudelph; R.D.(Dick) Richenbach:
Mrs.Cristal Mills; Frank R.Askin; Mrs. Kath-
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leen Black; Peter Guise; Chris Dekruyf; Joe
Beagle; Len Cook and T.L.Grant-Taylor.As
always with a list of this nature names will
be missed that should be on it.

By 1970 membership of the Circles was
reported as —-

Afternoon Garden Circle 246
Crchid Circle 113
Floral Art Circle 33

All of these “Circles”™ have done wonderful
wark in fostering and educating enthusiasts
of the chosen plant or plants. They provide
a strong bond within the Society.

Fhoto - Lambowrn Family Archives,

Albert Earnest (Ernie) Lambowrn and his wife Edna,
Ernie was Secretary from 1950 fo 1957,

The Ladies Committee

It is worth taking a close look at the role of
ladies in the Society. They have played a
prominent part in the affairs of the Society

-over all its life.

Whilst the early days of the Society tended
to be rather chauvinistic, in as much that
men took the leading roles, women never-
theless played a very strong part in affairs.
This of course stemmed from the days
where only the man in the partnership went
to paid work and the lady kept house and
involved herself in “good works”.

It has already been stated that our first
Secretary was a woman, Mrs. Amelia
Frances Kirk. Then there has been a long
period without a woman in a leading role, as
far as existing records tell us. In 1997 Mrs
Sandra Wales became President and  the
run was broken, In 1998 Mrs, Cymenne
Robertson became both Secretary and Trea-
surer.

We are able however to go back to an existing
minute book of the Ladies Committee for
25th March 1935. There is no knowledge of
how much before this date that Ladies Com-
mittees were in operation. And it is well
worth recording, direct from the leading
page, the members of the Committee.

President
Mrs.D.3. Patrick
Deputy President
Mrs.N.B.Gibbons
Chair-woman of Committee
Mr=. J.R.Boyd

Secretary
Mrs. A.RE.Gower

Committee Kersley Mrs.H.W.
Amdrews bMru W, Leighton Mrs.H.E.
Alexander MrsW.G. Lund Mrs EH.
Anstis Miss. Mayo MeG.C,
Bock Mrs.W.E. Mitchell Mrs.].
Bovd Mra R, Mitehell Mes. H.W,
Druncan Mrs. AT, Moffat Mrs.C.
Fauwvel Miss. Olphert Mrs, M,
Fenwick Miss. Rainey Mrs.W.B.
Finlay Migs, Reid Mrs.P.G.
Fersder M= L. Savage Mrs.C.H.
Freeman Mrs. AW, Whitcher Mr=B.
Gaudin Mre.G.W. Wood Mra ] B.
Hendry Mrs.W. Whitton Mre].
Hoblbs Mrs S M. Wilson Mrs.W.H.
King Mrs,

Reading through this list one can perceive
that several of the ladies were the wives and
daughters of men on the General Committee.
And to a certain extent it is something of a
*who's who™ of Lower Hutt.

The first Meeting recorded in the book was
held in the Lower Hutt Borough Council
Chambers, Thursday 25th March at 7pm.
with Mrs Gibbons in the Chair, The minutes
of March 12th 1935 were read and confirmed
So this indicates that a Ladies Committee did
indeed exist prior to this date.

To quote the minutes gives a good indication
of the function of the Ladies Committee,

Sec. reported,
action re brdge site for Hall & that

new site had been offered in Laings Rd. Matter ta be
considered at a special meeting (general) ax Epm.
Viscount Galway had been invited to open the
Autumn Show.
Committees. Decoration tea rooms
Mrs. Whitton, Lund & Kersley,
Bougquet Mrs.P.G.Reid (hasket)
Tea room Mesdames Wilson, Savage,
King, Gaudin, Moffatt, Rainey.
Official Table Misses Finlay & Kersley
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Flower Stall Mesdames Reid, Gower,
Leighton & Wood.
Cake 3tall Mesdames Whitcher, Hendry,
Kersley, Miss Finlay.
Promizes of 16 cakes in the room.
Sub-Committee arrange Exhibits ——
Mesdames Hobbs, Reid % Duncan.
Staging Stewards Decorative Mrs.Hobbs
Sewing Mesdames Duncan & Bock
Cookdng Mrs.Fauvel
Decided moton Mrs.H.-W .Mitchell & Reid that two
classes be included for Best
Dressed Dolls.
1 Knitted 2 Plain Sewing.
Competitions Tea Room Cake — the Secretary to
arrange for Flower Stall Bowl etc.left to Mre.Reid 1o

arrange for.

The above is copied, as accurately as possible,
from the minute book with all underlining etc
as used. It can be seen from this the ladies
organised and ran the Shows to a large extent.

An item of particular note is the mention of
“Action re bridge site”. This is the first mention
of another site being investigated on which to
build our own Hall. It surely is speaking of a
site in the region of the Ewen Bridge.

If we now move on to the accounts for the
Autumnn Show of 17th April 1935. It all seems
so little, by todays standards, but of course was
very real at that time.

Flower Stall crbalance £

4-4-8
Cake Stall  ¢r balance 2-8-0
Tea Rooms  cr balance 2-18-0
Credit Takings 6-14-6
Entertaining 2-0-0
£8-14-5
Debit
Charwoman £1-10-0
Laundry 10-0
Mrs. Johnson 8-4
Hill g8-0
Young 5-0
Russell 1-11-2
Maouts 10-9
Bread 8-0
Milk -6
Ladies Bank Account
Easter Dinner £2-18-0
Cake 1-6-0
Ed-4-0

This does not represent all the expenses for a
Show but gives a good indication of what costs

would be involved at that time. For many
years the Ladies Committee met at 7.30pm
and then several of the ladies at least would
join the General Committes meeting at ap-
proximately 8.00pm. Decisions made in the
Ladies Committee would then be passed on
to the General Committee as required.

With no Hall of our own, Committee meet-
ings were held at several locations. The
Council Rooms as already mentioned,
Waimnarie Croguet Club Rooms, River Board
Office and often, for small meetings, at
members homes.

The details of expenses associated with the
New Hall are in the Ladies Committee Book,
They are covered in the Chapter dealing
with the Hall.

The first Committee meeting of the Ladies in
the new Hall was on Monday March 2nd
1936. The minutes are too lengthy to guote
here suffice to say that there werc many
matters discussed in relation to the
equipage of the Hall and the amount of
money likely to be spent on same.

In June 1937 discussions, in Committee,
were commenced about holding a Ball. The
Hostesses were to be Mesdames Patrick,
Andrews, Gibbons, Kersley, Nash, J.
Mitchell and Lady Roberts. Two supper
sittings were planned. Supper tickets to be
in three colours. The Ball was held on April
28th. Reading through the available min-
utes it would appear that Balls were held in
most yvears from 1936 10 1940,

Events ran along quite smoothly until the
onset of WW II. This changed the operation
of not only the Ladies Committe but of the
Society. In 1941 the Ladies organised a
Street Day Appeal in aid of the Patriotic
Fund. This was held on the 21st March and
raised the sum of £23 - 10 - 9. In todays
money of $47.10, it sounds a poor effort but
was certainly not.

By 1942 the restrictions on some food sup-
plies was starting to be noticed. In March it
was decided to buy a further 5lbs of tea
against it becoming hard to obtain. At the
same time the Ladies decided to make mon-
etary donations to war causes. As a group
they were finding it difficult to do any sort of
an effort so this was considered the best
way to help. Accordingly £3-3-0 was sent to
both the Soldiers Parcel Fund and the Red
Cross.
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Fhoto - Hutt Library Local Study files #7423

A point which demonstrates a degree of
“Saving for the War Effort™ is that the
Annual Accounts for 1942 are typed on a
re-cycled document!

With the loss of our Hall, to the Military,
Shows moved to St James Church Hall.

St.James Church Hall, Weburm Rd.

The Ladies Committee meetings were held
either in the Hutt River Board offices or at
the Waimarie Croguet Club Hooms. How-
ever their work carmed on. The first meet-
ing being in August,

By this time the Ladies had become in-
volved on a regular basis with the Services
Club in Lower Hutt. This would have
meant providing meals and afternoon teas
and such.

With the move to St James afternoon teas
became less formal. Previously one was
served at vour table, in a very civilised
manner, with your own teapot.milk jug
and sugar basin, now tea was served buffet

. style.

A typical order list for the tea rooms was
4lbs. butter; 11b. Ham; 9 loaves bread (5 white,
4 brown); 2 gallons mulk.

Added to this would be the cakes and
biscuits made by the individual ladies.

With less space to exhibit in, it was de-
cided to delete the Juvenile Sections in the
Show Schedules.

On a positive note it is recorded that the
Committee meeting scheduled for May was
cancelled as it fell on VE Day. The war in
Europe was over but the Army still re-
tained the use of our Hall as the War in the
Pacific still raged. In 1946 permits for tea

and sugar were still needed to service the
tea rooms. At times individual members
donated tea and sugar for the use of the
Society.

AUGUST 1946 and the Ladies were once
more meeting in our own rooms. Refur-
bishing was needed and new
curtains were bought from Play-
ers Furnishing Co. Cost 7/3
{seven shillings and three pence)
per yard and £1-13-3 for making
up. This was in the meeting
room only, the main hall cur-
tains being considered in good
order and were sent to be dyed
green.

The Children’s sections were
again included in the Show
Schedules and the Society began
to return to normal. Show and
ldtchen materials were brought
out of storage and cupboards re-filled.
Much of the materials had been stored at
members homes. Tea was only served on
the first day of the Show, as certain foods
were still rationed.

With the general change in the approach to
things by 1957 the ladies in the tearooms
moved away from the use of individual
teapots and milk jugs and served the tea
poured at the counter. Quite, almost,
shoclking for the times! When shows wore
being set up supper was always provided
for the workers and has only been dis-
pensed with of recent years.

With a large Ladies Committee the kitchen
and tearcom on the first day of a show was
a hive of activity. Previously at Committee
each lady would have volunteered to bring
sandwich fillings, cakes or other food. One
old member in particular, for many years,
precooked corned beef for sandwich fill-
ings. Others would bring lettuce, tomatoes,
eggs, jam, pickles or whatever was the
most available at that time. Each lady
seemed to have her own particular chere
and it became an almost picnic situation.

Over the many years that the shows were
opened by some one of note in the commu-
nity there was always an official afternoon
tea. A large table would be set up for it
and everything laid out nicely. An invita-
tion list was issued to join the opener at
afternoon tea. Now this raised something

of a problem as there were those ladies in
the community who considered that they
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should always attend. This became a very
real juggling act for the Ladies Committee
Secretary, Mrs. Poulsen, with even phone
calls of “Why was [ not invited? Such was
society of only a few years ago.

Here again with the down sizing of the Com-
mittee and less ladies to *Person” the tea room
it became necessary to seek outside assis-
tance. Now a group, fund raising, runs the
tearoom on a supply, man and keep what ever
profit they may make basis. The Society just
providing the venue and means as a service to
members,

With the purchase of additional material to
cover the staging Mrs.Holley took all the skirt-
ing home and hand pleated it. The time put in
by these ladies must never be overlooked.

The plant sales stall has always been the

domain of the ladies and has provided not
only revenue for the Society but a meeting
point of members. For some years members
grew seedlings for the stall. Bill Cowley in
particular did so over a long period. With the
reduction in home garden size this became
not so easy to do and plants have been bought
in for many vears now. Some of the sources
have been, Manderson’s Nursery; Gold Coast
Nursery and Liddle’s Plants. Currently plants
are sourced from the Rimutuka Prison Nurs-

ery.

By 1967 the attutude to committee meetings
had changed and it was decided to cease
holding a separate meeting of the ladies and
to do all business in the General Committee,
To this end the last Ladies Committee meeting
was on the 4th July 1967. Perhaps sad in one
sense as it saw the end of an era where the
ladies had acted in unison and achieved so
much as a group.

The Family Silver.

Well all that glitters is not silver but it is a
Trophy! The Society has been most fortunate
that it has always had a handsome range of
trophies. In the very start there seemed to
have been a rush to present a trophy for one
class or another, Also at that time the general
practice was, if you won a trophy three times,
you kept it. Now a replacement trophy either
came from that winner or someone was wait-
ing in the wings to present another trophy
either with their name on it or in honour of
someone close to them.

This remained the situation for many years,
until the cost factor became too much for

most people. When we used one or another
prominent person to open our shows it was
common for that person to present a trophy.
One can only assume that Govenor-Generals
and similar persons of note had some form of a
fund for just such a purpose,

Reference to the tabulated trophy list will make
it obvious who presented some of these tro-
phies. However by the 1940s it was also
obvious that this situation could not go on.
The solution was to make ALL trophies - - -
CHALLENGE TROPHIES - - and their life then
became extended. This has proved a wise
decision as now the list of winners on any one
traphy is a fitting testimony to the recipients.

It had also been a practice to present a minia-
ture cup, suitably engraved, to the winner of
any given trophy each year. Again over recent
years this has proved too expensive and has
had to be done away with. Naturally this left
something of a void for the winners and so all
the trophies have been photographed, in
colour, which may seem a little strange for
something that is generally some shade of sil-
ver. However it does look good when mounted
on a certificate which also states a brief history
of the trophy and lists all the previous winners.
This move has been well received by exhibitors.

A sorry situation has also arisen in recent
years. With the trophies being allowed to be
taken home by recipients it is often a problem
to have them returned in time for the next com-
petition. Also it was found that several of them
where receiving significant damage. So itwas
decided not to allow them to leave the keeping
of the Society, hence the certificate serves a
good purpose in lieu of the trophy.

One trophy which perhaps needs special men-
tion is the Sir Joseph Ward Cup this was first
presented in 1908, presumably as the direct
benefit of 8Sir Joseph Ward having opened a
Flower Show in that year. AsTrevithick was the
final winner of this trophy it is very likely that
Sweet Peas were the flower being competed for.
The firstwinner was Mrs..J.G.Wilson and subse
gquent winners were C.Trevithick; Mrs.J. G, Wil-
son; C.Trevithick; and finally C. Trevithick
again in 1912, As Trevithick had won it three
times it then became his to keep. That was the
system in vogue as previously explained. Now
— in 1993 desendents of C.Trevithick offered
the Society the cup back again hopefully for
competition purposes. The problem was that in
storage, in what had become a derelict caravan,
the cup had been badly squashed. A retired
Silver Smith living in Eketahuna had retained
all his work tools and the cup was sent to him.
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The result was beyond our expectations
and the cup is now being used in competi-
tion again for the points prize over the year
in the Shrub and Tree Section. It is indeed
good to see a trophy like this again in use.

Up until 1991 Royal Horticultural Society,

bronze; silver and silver-gilt medals were
obtained from England and awarded where
an entry was of sufficient merit. Again with
the rapidly falling value of the NZ dollar to
the English Pound the cost and engraving
of these became prohibitive. And when we
finally cancelled our affiliation with the
EHS the use of these medals finished also.

Sometime in the 1920s the Society had the
dies made for and established the Cooper
Memorial Medal. At any one time three of
these were struck and held in stock. An
exhibit had to be of outstanding quality to
receive one of these medals. With the de-
cline in big gardens there is not today the
material coming into any given show to
warrant one of thesec being presented.
More the pity!

A full listing of current trophies being com-
peted for is given in the appendix. There is
also a list of trophies that the Society
holds that have been returned, on the
death, of their recipient. Their return is
much appreciated and it is good to see
these trophies on display in our rooms.

STOP PRESS! one of our members, Mrs.
Sheila Turner recently returned from holi-
daying in Tauranga with a Mrs.Betty
Hewer. Sheila brought back a beautiful
silver plated teapot that had been pre-
sented to her husband’s grandfather. The
recipient was Frederick Westbury a promi-
nent exhibitor in the earlier third of the

1900s. The trophy had been won in 1923
for a display of Sweet Peas. At Mrs.Hewer's
suggestion, the writer contacted Mr.
CliveWestbury, Frederick’s grandson.

This led to being able to see a won-
derful range of trophies won by
Frederick. Lowvely silver plated table
pieces engraved in the style of the
period 1910-1930. Each one also
engraved with the class for which it
Was won.

The Society counts itself fortunate in
having a case of Frederick’s in it's
archives, mainly Royal Horticultural
Society medals awarded by this So-
ciety. They are very much for veg-
etable entrics but, Narcissi, Sweet
Peas and Chrysanthemums are also
covered,

All a strong reminder of days of a
different approach to competition.

Publications

Cwer the years we have of course published
show schedules either for each show or as
in later years a schedule to cover all shows
from Spring to Autumn in any given year.
This remained the general systemn until the
advent of economic photocopying. It then
became more of a “cost sense” to produce a
master schedule, first by cut and paste,
and then by computer and have a suitable
quantity produced at one or other commer
cial photocopy shop. The real advantage
now, using a computer, is that a master
can be saved so alterations in the following
year are very easy to do.

But to go back in time. The early sched-
ules were all printed by one or other of the
commercial printers. Some who did this for
the Society in the early years were Evening
Post Print; Wright and Carmen Ltd., both
of Wellington. In the years to follow we
used Hutt News Print; Hutt Printing and
Publishing Co.; and for many ycars up to
producing it ourselves Apex Print,Petone
did our schedules, whilst bench cards
etcelera were printed at Hartley Printing.
Any offset printing needed today is done hy
Lamb Peters Print in Greytown.

At times we also produced other publica-
tions as is evident by the only remaining
copy of “Hutt Valley Horticultural Sodety's
Annual Lectures and FPapers given over the
Season 1922-23". In this publication lec-
tures by A.E.Lowe; A.J.Hobbs; J.G.Helyer;
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Photo - Poulsen

Fhote - Poulzen

“Springtime in Lower Hult”
Mural Compelition winners.
Wainuiomata Primary School pupils, with their individual certificates.



FPhota - C.Perrran.

Abooe -
Patron, Jack Dempsey
and President, Sandra

Wales
at the Centennial Dinner.

Centenary Cake
made and iced by
Mrs.Sandra Wales.

Below -
The
Centennial Year Society Officers.
From the lzft -

Mrs.M.MacArthur; Mrs.[. Thompson;
Mrs.Z.Poulsen; Mrs.5.Wales (President);
Mrs.HL.Pearson; P. Ward;
Mrs.L.Stephenson,; Mrs.C.Robertson
(Sccretary); J.Dempsey (Patron);
Bottom centre - C.Poulsen.

Ehoto - C.Penmman.



F.R.Cooper; R.Pointon; H.A.Fox;
F.Westbury; C.E.Buckingham; and
C.Trevithick are all recorded at length. A
list of eight lectures are included for the
1923 - 1924 season. As was common over
the early years the publication was sup-
ported by the inclusion of advertising. In
this instance the printer was H.B.& J.Ltd.
a firm unknown to this compiler.

Post WWII we produced quite lavish sched-
ules with coloured photos of one flower or
other on the front. The only available
copies of these are three covering 1946 to
1949, They are of from 68 pages to a
staggering 150 pages as put out for 1947-
48. They were issued free to members and
1/- was charged to non-members.

To look at the 1947-48 book issued as a
“SCHEDULE AND GARDEN GUIDE". To
assist and or cover the printing costs,
advertising space was sold. In this issue
there are 49 advertisers. Also a range of
articles were included and they covered :—

Vegetable prowing in the home garden,

Daffodil culture notes.

Roses,

Our interesting bird life,

Methods of propagation.

Growing of Dahlias.

Flower garden in January.

How to grow perfect Tulips.

Herbaceous calceolarias.

Cultivation of Fuchsias.

Carnation culture.

Chrysanthemums.

The stately Gerbera.
It also included the schedule for the forth-
coming National Daffodil Show which we
were to host.

A special schedule was printed for the So-

ciety's 50th Jubilee and contains a full list
of members as well as a brief history of the
Society.

In 1975 the Afternoon Garden circle com-
missioned the printing of a gardening
guide book written by Mrs.Doris Benstead.
One thousand copies were printed and
sold over a short time. The Society then
had a further 1000 copies printed and a
small quantity of these are still available,

Mrs.Benstead is a life member of this Soci-
ety and her horticultural knowledge was
prodigious. In 1974 the New Zealand In-
stitute of Horticulture honoured her with
the “*Associate of Honour® accolade.

Into the next Century.

As part of the celebrations for the Centen-
nial Year the Society hosted the 2002 Na-
tional Daffodil Society’s North Island Show.
This was a well attended and supported
show. A staggering display of world class
daffodils were entered. As well as very
pleasant outings in two mini-buses a din-
ner was held on the Saturday night in the
Supper room of the Horticultural Hall.

Speeches were kept to a minimum and
visitors and locals just enjoyed each others
company.

The opportunity was taken to present Wal-
ter Edward Askwith with a Life Membership
badge. Walter, better known as Wally, held
the longest membership of the Society, at
least in recent times. having joined in 1930,
Whilst he excelled in the growing of all
garden plants, Gladiolli and Begonias were
two of his special plants.

February 2003 and the National Dahlia So-
ciety Show was hosted. Again this was very
well attended and the blooms of outstand-
ing quality. A dinner was held in the Supper
Room and on the Sunday a bus tour into
Wellington.

To round out the vear's celebrations a mid-
day dinner, for members, was held in Fred-
erick Wallace House on Saturday 10th. May
2003. The Mayor,John Terris and Katie Ter-
ris were present as was the Society’s Patron,
Jack Dempsey.

Speeches were kept to a minimum with The
Mayor, John Terris; Jack Dempsey; Claude
Poulsen; Janice Brown (Orchid Circle);
Betty McKay (Afternoon Garden Circle); and
Alison Scott(Hutt Valley Rose Society) being
the speakers.

Jack Dempsey’s words, in particular, are of
note. He stressed that whilst the Society
had been able to hold it's membership and
stage shows up to now, that the years
ahecad would set new problems. With the
down sizing of land, at any one property,
and with the wide range of other activities
available to spend one’s leisure time on,
gardening may well take on a new role.
However he also felt that the Society would
rise to the challenge and wished it every
success in the years ahead.
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A beautiful and appropriately iced Centen-
nary cake,made and iced by Mrs.Sandra
Wales, was cut and enjoyed by all present.

The next day, Sunday 11th., an informal
afternoon tea was held in the Society,s
Fooms. Photographs taken at the Dinner
and older photographs of interest made for
an interesting display.

—— This then is the story of the —
FIRST HUNDRED YEARS.

A hundred years of high and low periods.
Of very enjoyable, and rewarding, shows
and gatherings, of people who have given
much of their time and energy to make
things happen. To all of these members
the Society owes a great debt. In this his-
tory mention has been made of as many as
possible who fall within this mantle but, as
is inevitable, names will have heen missed.
However the Society is mindful that every-
one who has, or now does, belong to the
Society, contributes in a meaningful way to
the whole.

It seems appropriate to close this history
with a list of the Office Bearers for this the
Centennial Year.

Patron
Jack Dempsey
President
Mrs.Sandra Wales
Vice President
Mrs. Jenny Thompson
Secretary - Treasurer
Mrs.Cyrienne Robertson
Membership Secretary
Mrs.Heather Pearson
Committee
Mrs. Margaret MacArthur
Mrs.Zona Poulsen
Mrs.Lynda Stephenson
Mr.Brian Pearson
Mr.Claude Poulsen
Mr.Peter Ward

** May the next hundred be as eventful **
and full of character as this first.

It is with considerable sorrow that the final
entry must be a sad one.

On the 18th January
Walter Edward Askwith
died.

Walter held the record for our longest
known membership of the Society. 1931 to
the time of his death.Though we had not
seenn his entries on the show bench for the
last few years, he always supported the
Shows.

On 28th January
Jack Dempsey
died.

Typical of Jack he left this vale in a quiet
and dignified manner. Jack will be missed
in the horticultural world, not only by our
Society, but also by the National Dahlia
Society of N.Z.

His support of this Society cannot be over
praised. He always had the interests of the
Society foremost in any discussions or
arrangements that were in progress. His
service to amateur horticulture in the
Wellington area was boundless, A group
only had to ask and Jack would give what
ever assistance was in his power.

This compiler is very glad that Jack was
ahble to read,and approve, the main body of
text late last vear.

The attendance at his Memorial service
and the accolades that were voiced bears
testimony to his place in the community.
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A selection of Newspaper advertisements and clippings.

From the early days of the Seciety up until about the
late 1950s the Evening Post and the local papers
would print detailed accounts of Shows and meet-

Mg,
At times as much as two and a half columms of
details would be printed!

In March 1937 a letter was received from the Man-
ager (sic) of the Evening Post in appreciation of the
way the Show results were prepared for the Press!

HUTT VALLEY HORTI
BOCIETY S Sl!r'H!-iE.P. %L-HTT:}T??M‘

Ty be held at LI1| Waiwntn  Cricioed
L ﬂ'nrunlli Inw tha  Family * Haotsl),

er Hut
T'FLD\'EEDAY 1:I. MARCH, 15,

LL Exhibite to b dalivarsd not Inter

] vimnhiﬂrl.m. El::!lriu to Ba em Bae
aely's on mrma, and bo clods Wiih Lhe
Eucrl.'nu.r M Mﬂ":-rﬂt? the 27tk Febra-
td'lﬂn ealcy forme

5 Iup'phe-d. on lppljmtu::n to the

N —That the m:crd Cactus be lmascted
in all Dablia Clustes. Ehuw ta ba open
!mEtubludThlﬂ

UUTLE!

Emﬂw.

Addrsm—Tawsr Hubt.

“Evening Post"
28th,, Febrwary 1905,

Extract from “Hutt News" of 24th. September 1941,
Report on Show held in Horticultural Hall.

Cutstanding amemng the displays arranged at Aoor level
was the grass bordered "V" of gorgeous cinararias and
polyanthus shown by a local manufacturing firm. Two
“flower beds” of blue primulas combined with cycla-
men and cinararias in glowing colours and one of cycla-
men alone completed the collection of displays of this

nalune,

Lachenalia, polyanthus and cinerarias, arranged in neat
semi-circular ters made an effective stage decoration,
and the novelty stall, which featured magnolia and
camellias again attracted wide interest.

A large basket of amazing giant carnations and the en-
tries in the hyacinth classes were bath outstanding, and
the decorative clagses atiracted many beautiful entries.
In addition then: were two floral displays “For Exhibi-
tion Only”.

Extract from “The Evening Post” Znd. March 1905,

The Hutt Valley Horticultural Society was nol gener-
cusly treated by the weather on fhe ooonsion of ity
summer show, which opened yesterday afternoom in a
large marquee erected on the Waiwetn Cricket Club's
ground, just off Main-road. A very creditable display,
however, was made, and in formally opening the
Show Mr.T.M.Wilford, M.H.E., congratulated the com-
mittee on the results of its labours. Mr.Wilford com-
mented on the fine quality of the potatoes exhibited, and
observed that if they were a criterion of the crop in the
Valley there was no need to prevent them being sent out
of the district in corsequenoe of disease.

{Note - M.H.R. means Member of House of Representa-
tives. Now a M.F., member of Parliament. Tt seems from
his comments on polatoes that there was concern with

potato blight.)
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"Hutt News". 7th,
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HUTT VALLEY HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY.

FLOWER SHOW

GLADIOLI, DAHLIAS,

BEQONIAS,

Wednesday, February 14th, 1940

HORTICULTURAL

HALL,

LAINGS ROAD, '

¥

Open from 2—10 pan.
Oficial Opwening Ly 1R CILAS LUKE at 3 pan,
Fntries elos with the Seeretary, WL Hox 1, Lower
Hatt, at 5 poaon TUESDAY | Bith Febiruary.
Milmssion 1 :
. BUTLER, Seeretary,
Hall "o 1200, Thone BAD1T,

L e e R e e

Coertifintes of merit were awarded o
Mr.F.Coomper for a chesice: collextion of
various Aowers, to Mr.G.H.Chapman
for & fine assortment of geraniums,
ard o Mewsrs. Evans and Son for a
display of dahlias and other plants. In
addition to the foregoing, shownfor
exhibidon only, Mr.W .Sutton also ex-
hibited a well-developed 18Ib cab-
bage. There were some splendid
blooms entered for competition, and
one of the most-admired displays was
Mr.G.AChapman's group of Hower-
ing and folinge plants, arranged for
effect, which won the iggest prize in
the plant section. A similar honour in
the cut flower's section fell to Bellevue
Gardens., Messrs, Jay and Black were
the judges, and their list of awards is
as follows.

Extract from “Hutt News”
Movember 1931.

19th.,

A well attended meeting of the com-
mutter of the Hubt Valley Horticulbural
Sowiety was held et wesk, the prosi-

HUTT VALLEY Hommurruﬁn‘r.

g o i

3

Yy P RING - S,H OW k

&T. gJAI'ﬂ"'E 'S HALL ._n.‘l_ WOEURN ROAD. i h%

: WEDREBDM ind AHUREDAY: 23rd and 24th September, | =
Officin] Opening  hy nu:h KXOX GILMER {Tresident ‘ :'“'
Wellinatun J'Tr et "~m |{~.U at 3 p.m, H E

Open frem 2 pm to 10 p m, 'D.'I-ﬁ? i 1dmi1='an i,.l'- : =
e =

=

ENTRIES CLOSE With the Scpretary, T.‘!.'} ]}nx 19.,4 [E*P‘*
- Hlutton TITRSH 'L‘ﬁ, Hﬂtcmz:e'"e_..... nt u‘{:m or, ?Flpne EEL.

\. HOPFAEISTER, $c&c1nh

1 4 -‘.‘.l-

February 1940.

dent, Mr.MNorman B. Gibbons, oc-
cuping the chair, During the visit of
His Excellency, Lord Bledisloe to
the Spring Show he offered to pro-
vide a prize in the cookery section
for pulatable food made from pota-
toes, A letter from his Excellency
was read at the meeting setting out
the fellowing conditions for the
compekition, — “The largest vari-
ety of palatable and wholesome
cullinery potato products, quality
and attractiveness to be taken into
account.” The letter was referred to
the ladies committee.

The secretary reported that there
were indications of good exhibils
coming forward in the rose scchions
as entries had been promised from
Martinborough, Otaki, Miramar,
also from many local gardens.
Messrs. Burgess and Sons of
Waikanae will be making a big dis-
play of Iris, and a specialist in pan-
sies has made arrangements to
stage wpwards of 400 blooms of
Iabest noveltes in this popular
flower.

o |

nuuﬁ:ﬂ
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}'ITJ‘IT VALLEY NOARTICULTURAL
L BOCTETY.

THE 8PRIxG

FLOWER
BHOW
cpened on
WFD\E'iT.'IAY Kk "GI 1-‘l."- HEPT.,
. and le[

Ty the Right whr'l Hir T
LOWER BT 1?;&:"[,:. MALL

FXTERIFR clase sexr Meaadey  Zehe
dies ean he abtaine] frem any of iha
Hasdlamen nr Flariee, ar sa spmlication i

GED. GREME
Hon. Hreredary.

“Hutt News". Loose insert in paper, orig-

“Evening Post".
5th,. September 1906.

HORTICULTURAL HALL
AVAlLLABLE FOR LETTING.

SOCIAL GATHERINGS, WEDDING
DR BIRTHDAY PARTIES, ETO.

LARGE HALL, fogr 50fL x  100fe,

with supper room and kitghen,
_ Aftarnoons (1 o 5), 50
Evenlnga (8 to 12), £5

sAlALL HALL, 50fo. x 307,
of kitchea.
Aftermoons (2 to &), 26/-
" Evenings (7 to 12), 30/-
Coatrscty by arracgement.
For becking, applyi—
i*HUTT NLWS,'" 'Phooo 83-853, °
Fer I{an of Hall I.ppI]‘ L&
HI‘. F. "i'E. Ching,
S ey H I.-ninsu Ruaui

witk wze

“Hutt News".
31st. January 1940.

itnal approx. 250 x 200 cm (10"x 87).

A selection of Newspaper advertisements and clippings.

HUTY VALLEY . UORTICULTUI
| SOCIELY, e
THE CTIRYSANTIEMUM sHOW
l-l.'l'h ba !!"'M mHl:'Ilr CMIM]_I-I'HFII'mI

g, = Lk, Y
EVEXING, af 730 o'elock, =
All I}'ﬂllbi“ must by ostaged by B3
h ?Ir F. H. Evane will 'rud n Taner for
the'Tenelit of amaieers an Tha Coltive.
tien ol Uhrysmhewrnise foe Exhitition

Almission; Frea,
i GEQ. GRELG,

OUTT ' VALLEY HORTIGUL
BOCIETY'S BUM!L'.“E EE!;I'W?R*L

T km bold st {hu Waiwntn  Orielsf
. Grounds ‘irear ths Family - Eotsll,

o7 Futt, on
WEDNESDAY, Lt MARCH, 1008,

LL Exhibite to be delivered not Later
than 10 a.m. Entrim to an B
caty’s entey {orma and o oloes wilh the
Eh‘:"“—'l.l.' aon MONDAY, the 27th Febroe
p.m. Schedules and eotry forme

Elﬂ ke rupplisd en lp:!! erdian to the

L ad ;
hnl,n.—Tha.L Lhe md Cactus be inescted

1lon, Ses, h il Thblis Chases, Show to be opeoo
from & to b and T d2 10 pom.
“ . " w. DU"‘L.":.'I
Epening Post”. o Bemay.
A redte] pr Hult. '
3rd. May 1906.
“Evening Post”.
LUTT VALLEY HOKRTICULTCRAL 28th. F 1005,
$OCIETY. ebruary

JMETI]}E'RH{“‘F 1
To bo held at the Puhlie Behesl, Tower
Hutt, ness the Eailwar Station, on
tha Ith  APRIL, 195 [EASTER
MOXNDAT].
A_‘LL Eatris to be on the Boddetr's
Ertry Forme, awd CLOSE with the
Becretary on the 2nd AFRIL, st b pm.
Sehudulo, with entrr forme atieched, will
hn J'u'|| il oo twllutmﬁ te the res
Il:.sh.lhltl for cumpelilaon o be de-
||'||'ENI£ riat Ister than 10 &.m.
Admienian, Ome Bhilling: Childess, Yalf.
price. Tea, &4,
W. ROUTLEY, Secretary.
Addrpus—Tawar Hult

"Evening Post".
18¢h. April 1905.

tinnedl ol Honeoner,

Laml  woek  we

wilhh  Eliee
Girl Guides the privileee of provid-
Tar His Jex-
Governor-fivneral andl

Bharod

i Che poanl ol honoaor
collency  the
Ly Newndl sl the opening of the
Hutt ¥alley Hortiealtural Snciety’s
apring ghow,

HOETICULTUERAL HALL
AVATLADLE FOR LETTING.

BOCIAL GQATHERINGS3, WEDDING
OB EIRTHDAY FARTIES, ETO
LAEGE HALL, flooy B0Mt x J00fL

with scpper room atd kilchea,
Altecmoons (L to B), 304
Evenlogs (3 te 12;, 5/5/-

BMALL HALL, 50ft. x BOIt, with oee
of kitohen,
Aftsroooms (2 to 6). 25/
Evenings (7 t6 12), 30/
Contracty by arromgement,

Far booking, applyiem
"OTTT NEWSE!" Thoos 63-885,

For Kaya of Hall apply
Mr. J. Roper,
3 Lalngs Doad.

“ Hu bt News"
24th., September 1941,

NUTT VALLEY HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY. - -

SPRING NARCISSI SHOW

HORTICULTURAL HALL

LAINGS ROAD. LOWER HUTT

WEDNESDAY & THURSDAY,

I7th & 18th SEPT.,

1941

e T T T T

Official Opening by His Excellency The Gl;lw:rnnr General, Sir Cyril Mewall,

ab g,

oy o

W opor
Tas ml fale
CARCES Ld0iR e

on TUESDAY,

ry, B Be=

8, Laveer Hust

PT.. at 5por., or Hall Phane

1. H. MONTEITH, Sacretary, Pheng 63717

“Hutt News".
3rd. September 1941.

Excerpls from Show meport in “Evening, Post”
aof 16th. September 1915.

Al the Drill Hall, Lower Hutt, yesterday af-
ternoon, the Spring Show of the Hutt Valley
Horticulturm] Society was opened by Sir
Jemseph Ward. In all nespects the Show was
an exccellent ome, and reflected great credit on
both the exhibiting horticulturists and the
offidals. Features of the Show were the exhi-
bition stands by Messers, Waugh, Hardy,
Compeer, and Posole, and the Bellevue Gardens
Proprietary. Mr.T.Waugh again acted in the
capacity of judge, Miss Cooper judged the
decorative class and Mr.A.Hardham was Sec-
retury.

There was a large attendance at the Show last
evening when e music was provided by the
Hutt Orchestra, under the baton of
Mr.EG.Taylor




A selection of Newspaper advertisements and clippings.

Hutt Valley Horticultural Society

Mid-Summer Flower Shod
OPEN AIR

CHELSEA SHOW

and Ornamental Plot Competition
Riddiford Park

OPF NS —
WEDNESDAY NEXT, 3 pm.

ALSU—

THURZIDAY 14th, FRIDAY IGth

and -
SATURDAY 1fth.

Gladioli, Drahlizs, BSweet Peas, Carnations, Asters,

Vegelebles, and Decorative Claases.

BEBCIAL JNTERMEDIATE ULABE,

TRADEEMEN'S EXHIBITS OF GARDEN TOOLS, ETC,

ENTRIEZ CLOSE NOON TUEEDAY, 13th February.

g A . NICHOLLE, Secretary.
ox 1,
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| HUTT VALLEY HORTICULTURAL
SOCIETY. :
AUTUMN FPLOWER SHOW.
KING GEORGE THEATRE,
Wednesday, 17Tth April

Thursday, 18th April.
To be opened by

MRS T. M. WILFORD, F.R.H.S,
J pom., Wednesday.
Chrysanthemums, Fruit, Vegetables,
Sewing, Cooking
Fntries elose NOON on Tuesday, 16th
April,

A JJ. NICHOLLS, Sccretinry.
Box 19, Lower Hutt.

Hutt News.
11th., April 1929,

Extract from “Evening Post ~ of Thursday March 2nd., 1905,

In spite of 4 thrmbeing sky and occasional drizzle, the mery playing
of the Hutt Band outgide the tent of the Hutt Flower Show altracted a
large crowd in the evening. The besutiful collection of plants, cut
flowers and various decorated baskets, bouquets, elc., were greatly
admired. Mr. Cooper’s roses especially being much praised. Near the
chmar of the evening word was whispered that Mr. Chapman was
generously giving his pot plants away, and a stampede ensued; as long
a8 plants were on the stand people could be seen departing with
beaming faces and one of the prizes under their arms. Supper was
provided in a seperate tent by Misses. Jones and Lee.

HUTT VALLEY HORTMCULTURAL SOCIETY

SPRING SHOW

KING GEORGE THEATRE, LOWER HUTT
Tuesday and Wednesday, 17th and 18th September, 1929

A four column width advertisement in the Hutt News of 12th, September 1929

Extract from the Hult News, Z9th. November
1928,

Among those present were:- Mra.Troup,
wearing & cinnamon shade frock of chenille
velvet, hat to tone, and carried & beautiful
bouguet of red roses and pansies;
Mrs.Watkins, a pale grey costume, hat to lone,
white fox fur; Mre.D.C.Martin, black silk coat
and becoming black hat; Mrs.Chapman wore a
frock of wine colour marinette, and hat to
match; Mrs Cooper, black costume, pale blue
hat; Mrs.Rutter, black frock trimmed with
spotted  crepe-dechene,  black  hal;
Mrs.R.Cable, pale grey costume, reseda green
hat; MrsSeed wore a black frock; Mrs.Yates,

royal blue dress, green hat; Mrs.Kersley, black
costume, fawn hat; Mrs.Mandrell Hobbs, fawn
costume, hat to match; Miss Watkins, light
brown costume, hat to match; Mrs.Smith, pale
grey frock, navy crinoline hat; Mrs.Heffer,
jumper suit of scarlet, hat to tone; Miss Jean
Inness wore pale blue crepe-dechene, hat of
read and fawn; Mrs.AJ Hobbs, dress of spotted
rayon silk, black hat.

As this demonstrates a flower show at this time
was also an occasion to wear one’s best and be
seen. A very social occasion.

Spelling and punctuation, of these clippings, is
&g printed in the newspaper reports.

These advertisements point
out something that has been
missed in the main boedy of
this history.

The Society, did indeed, hold
Shows at a number of differ-
ent locations in The Hutt. Un-
fortunately newspaper re-
ports do not seem to cover all
the dates on which Shows
may have been held
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Appendix
L] -
The Society Officers
aver the years.
President Secretary cont'd.
o 1958-87 Jack Dempsey J.P.
1902 Robert Lee 1987-88 A. Kent Murrell
Hggg'g;; g"A PEEE 1988-98 Claude N. Poulsen
3 =i T 19938 Mrs. Cyrie Rabertso
(1910-11) Williaun Jolliffe ® s "
{1915)  L.T. Watkins
7 F. R. Cooper Treasurer
[11992221} "é 'i Ié;:i:rrmm It is unknown whether the Society
(1929) 3. 13, Haljros had a treasurer before circa 1920
e R (1920)-47 Henry James Poole
s = Sl 1947-58  Albert W. (Bert) Freeman
1938  William Smith, Vice President (BTANE CDepan e aoele
(held office in interim) i ulsen
1938-30  John S.Barton ig;g ia Eﬁri.ud(;rﬂ;ﬁe Robertson
1940-41 unknown )
1941-46 Norman B. Gibbons 5 =
1946-49 Jim E. F. Vogel Ladies Committee
1949.61 Gordon G. Gibbes-Watson Q.C.
1961-62 Herbert J. Poole
1962-63 Albert W. (Bert) Freeman Presi
1963-64 G. M. Stratmore Sldent
1964-88 Donald E. Harper
1988-89 Jack Dempsey J.P. {1935)-36 Mrs. D. 5. Patrick
1989-93 K. L. [Ted) Gibhes 1936-38  Mrs. W. Olphert
1993-96 Alan G. Jolliffe 1938-41 Mrz. J. 5. Barton
1996 —  Mrs. Sandra Wales 1941-42 Mrs. Gower / Mrs Savage
19432-46  Mrs. Savage
1946-49 Mrs. Jocelyn Vopel
Secrﬁary 1949-61  Mrs, Edith J. Gibbes-Watson
. 1961-62  Mrs. M. Poole
1902-03  Mrs. R. C. Kirk 1962-63 Mrs. D. H. Freeman
(1904 A. W. Hamilton 1963-64  Mrs. Betty Stratmore
(1904) D. M. Yeates 1964-67  Mrs. Elizabeth J. Harper
(1906) George Greig
(1908-10} E.D.Woodward
(1914) A, W. Hamilton Secretary
(1915) A.Hardham
{1921! MJ.HDd,g;ins 935 e
(1922) Miss, Flora Trevithick {:9;51_]3? ;E:SANRD;hmr
i 1937-38  Mrs. Morrison / Miss. Findlay
5 i 1938-40  Mrs. Grimwood
ragaig i Bntles 1940-59  Mrs. Robson
1942-43  A.Hoffmeister -
1943-45 John H. (Jack) Monteith
1945-50 George W.Cairns .
1950 J. A. Mashlan | 3 months only | Lle ME]IIbEI'ﬂ
1950-57 Albert Earnest (Ermue) Lambourn
1957-58  Frank W. Taylor {19232) Mrs.H.Ayson
[1922)  R.Pointon
Notes to Listings - - - [n the entries of Society Officers dates shown within ( ) are known

dates of office but the actual duration of office is not known.

In the Life Membership list { ) denotes the first recorded date, but is not necessanly the

date on which L.M. was hestowerd.
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[1922)
(1922)
(1922)
(1922)
1923
1927
1928
1932
(1936)
1942
(1946)
1947
1947
1947
1953
1958
1958
1958
1958
1959
1961
1961
1964
1968
1970
1970
1970
1971
1971
1973
1977
1982
1982
1985
1989
1989
1989
1989
1990
1990
1993
1998
2002

Appendix

Life Members cont’d.
A.l.Hobhs
W.H.Mowbray
Miss. Flora Trevithick 1961-76
G A.Chapman 1976-T8
Mrs.E.M.Cooper 1978-92
H.N.Hayward 1992.95
Henry James Poole 19495
M.J. Hodgins Mid
RE.N.Wall 1995-00
F.Feist 2000-01
Mrs.F.R.Cooper 2002-
Mrs.R.C. (Amelia) Kirk
J W Andrews
Mre.J. W.Andrews
Arthur Law
Charles M. Matthews 1961-62
Williarm Henry (Bill) Wilson 1962-77
Albert W. (Bert) Freeman 1977-84
Mr=. B. W. Whitcher 1984-91
Mrs. H. B. Gordon 1991-97
Gordon Graham Gibbes-Watson Q.C. 1997-99
Mrs. Edith J. Gibbes-Watson 1999-00
Herbert James Foole 2000-

Mrs. J. (Glad) Fox

Mrs. A. W. (Dorrie] Freeman
Mr.& Mr=. C. A, [Alex) Natusch
Mrs. H. Sole

Mrs. Dons Benstaed

W. 3. (Bill) Cowley

Jack Dempsey J.P,
Mrs.G.W. (Iris] Jones

Mrs. Mary Mackenzie

Jock Stitt

James Alfred [Jim) OMore
Donald E.Harper

Mrs. Elizabeth J. Harper
Mr=. Judith Bagnall

Jack 8. Stalker

Frank Walter Taylor

Mrs. Zona Poulsen

Mrea. Leila Hale

Claude N. Poulzen

Walter Edward Askwith

Afternoon Garden Circle

1960-61

President

Mrs. M. McPherson-Jones

1961-683 Mrs. C. Bown

1963-91

Mrs. Mary Mackenzie

1991-92 Vacatt

1991-94 Mrs. F.M.Capper
1994-97 Mrs. Ngaire Falconer
1997-99 Mrs. Ngaire Hooper
1999-00 vacant

2000-

Mrs. Betiy McKay

Hutt Valley Orchid Circle

Sept.,
1963-68
1968-72
1972-74
1974-77
1977-T9
1979-80
1980-84
1984-85
1935-88
1988-92
1992-93
1993-96
1996-98
Aug
1998-99
1999-00
2000-03

1963-67
1967-68
1968-74
1974-T7
1977-79
1979-83
1983-85
1985-88
1988

Sept.
Taa8 02

Secretary

Mrs, Betty Stratmore
Mrs. Symon
Mrs. Betty Stratmare
Mrs. Austin

vacant

Mrs. Eileen Kinsey
Mr=. Ngaire Hooper
Mrs. Margaret Bendig

Treasurer

Mrs. Betty Stratmore

Mrs. Judith Bagnall

Miss Margaret Willilamson

Mrs. May Simes

Mrs. Evelyn Tonks

Mrs. Eileen Kinsey
Yacant

Mrs. Sheila Turner

President

Herbert J. Poole
Keith J. Killoh

E. Reichenbach
Frank R. Askin
Ron H. Wilson
J. C. Baldwin
Frank W. Taylor
Mrs. Cristal Mills
E. B. Topp

A. Kent Murrell
Mrs. Judy Dewar
Murray Bridges
Janice Brown

Mrs. Judy Dewar (Vice President)
vaCAant
Janice Brown

Secretary

Keith J. Killah
Mr.& Mrs, F. E. Askin
Mr.& Mrs.Frank W. Taylor
L. Wyatt
Mre. B. Richardson
J. G. Francis
Alec Jensen
Mrs. H. C. Topp
vacant

flre Marnloe WMol e
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1993-94 Mrs. Margaret Subritsky
1994-96 Mrs. Lynda Stephenson
1996-97 vacant

1697- Mrs, Margaret Subrinslky

Treasurer

1963-73 Norman Porter
1973-75 J.G.Jackson
1975-77 K. Burns

18977-81 Tom A. L. Wallace
1981-82 K. M. Pillow
1982-86 Mrs. H. Topp
1986-89 Frank B. D. Jones
1989-90 Mrs. V. Barneft

1990- Mrs. Margaret Engelbretson

EEEEE S EEE L 22 20

List of Trophies in Current

Competition.
Spring Show.

Dr. ]. R. Boyd Challenge trophy
for
Hutt Vallsy Amateur Marcissi
Championship.

A, E. Lowe Memorial
Challenge Trophy
MNarcissi
Donated by
Sir. K. Heaton Rhodes M.L.C.
n memory of his gardener.

John Black Challenge Trophy
Donated by
Mr. J. Black
Past President,
National Daffodil Society N.Z,
for

Collection of Pink Cup Daffodils.

. E. Buckingham
Memeorial Challenge Trophy.
NZ Seedling Class
Marcissi

J. Duthie Ltd.
Challenge Trophy
for
Narcissi

AW, (Bert) Freeman Trophy
for

Collection of Daffodils.

Ruth Shayle-George
Memaorial Trophy
for

Champien Camellia

Early Summer Show

Harptree Bowl
for

Roses

Summer Show

F. Wilson Challenge Trophy
Amateur Class
Dahlias.

The Hutt Valley Horticultural

Society
Lily Circle Trophy.
Presented by
John L. Western.

Autumn Show.

For the Chrysanthemum
Classes -

de Berry Challenge Trophy.
Leibezeit Challenge Trophy.

Walke & Hall Perpetual
Challenge Trophy.

William Slater Memorial
Challenge Trophy.

V. Wakeham Challenge Trophy.

H. L. Sole Challenge Trophy
for
Fruit Classes.

Annual Trophies.
Competed for on a points basis
over all the Shows in the year.

AL ] Eelso Challenge Trophy
for
WVegetable Classes.

Mrs.E. L. Riddiford’s
Silver Challenge Trophy
for
Zollection of Flowers.

W. F. Graham Challenge Trophy
far
Points aver cut flowers classes,

Sir Joseph Ward
Challenge Trophy
for
Peints over Shrub and Tree
classos.

The Chapman Memorial
Challenge Trophy
for
Senior Floral Art.

The Elsie Memorial
Challenge Trophy
for
Junior Floral Art.

Freeman Challenge Trophy
for
Juvenile Floral Art

Trophies Returned
from
Estates

Replica of Mr. John Mitchell
Challenge Trophy.

Amateur
Chrysanthemum Trephy
won by
Dr. J. R Boyd 1927
won outright by
I. L. Alexander 1923-29,

A_E. Lowe Memorial Traphy
for
Narcissi
won by
A, Gibson, Marton 1929-30.

Dr. J. W. Harty Trophy
for
Marcissi Single Bloom
Open Class
won by
A, Gibson, Martan 1933

Silver Plated Tea Pot
for
Collection of Chrysanthe-
mums
won by

F. Westbury 1925,

Small Silver Vasa
C. Trevithick’s Special
for
Swiet Peas
won by
F. Westbury 1919.

A cased collection of
forty medals
won by
F. Westbury 1910-31.
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The following pages are copies of two early Show Schedules.

ﬁlzqmg 4 gluw ¢ %hnmi:f

TO BE HELD Il'q TE.E

%mﬁ&‘ﬁ’g&?ﬁ @ ﬁjﬁmﬁ

(Waﬂnasd&y and Tlmrsﬂa]r)

Fetome, 11. Fe . 5
Printed et the Hutt god Prione Chronicle Offics, Jackson Bb:aet. ;i

1901.

This is a Petone 1901 Flower show schedule. Front page full size.
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Womnibtee:

Besilames Kidk, Porcy sl Russall, Miss Hector, Dy Perey, Mesa:s Qustlo

ol FT,-Jheneai.

Audges -
For pat plants and o lowers—Messres B IL Rhodes, 3001, Lowe
: anl Taylor,
For Bouguels, Sprays, &, —Mesduwmes Mason, Treadwell sod Gikbone.
Tulide Locoration —The judging will be by public vote.

T RN

Schedule and Prize  List,

CLASS A

Hiodion drival Prize Sevond rize
Beat eolloetion Hyneinthis (L Dloor ench verdety) .. Gs 20
Aix varickics Anomonps I el

Bzl wellection Nareissi (uel moro than 100 viriclica)
open aeeiion thet 3 L

Beat collection Marcissi (amabeors ouly)

Hix vacichios Tounpes Daledils ..

ik wniielios Polynoll Rareissi- ..

i varichics Biopgle Naveeal (o ineluded in above
clizees) . . s R

CLASS B,
Bpecimen Folingo Plant in pod W Gl
Hpeehnen Flowering Plant in ol R
Collestion Flowering Bulbs iu pots fim
Colleetion Spring Flowaors [ ; b
Table Decoralion {woy ilowcr permilled)
Hand Toueguet (ol showar) 4
Lady s Spray ., .

Centlomans Buttonbolo

Liegulations.

L Alleshilils (execpt lowers for Bowguobs and Table Docorations) must linve
been cultivated by the cxhibitor wlone fov at feaa! sic weels prior to the Show.

%, Exhibitois noaek nob veanove cheie exlibits beloee 9 pan. on bhe speand
eveing of the Show,

A Allspeeimeng must be nraned, i peasible,

4. Fehibits will be roesived Letweon B and 10 2w, on the 11U,

de AL enteies, achicd muse beowade o supplind forme, must rench Lhe

- Feevetary, Mrs I O Kivk, Selson Steeat, Petaac, by 4 pome on Mlamday, W Hep-

Lo bor.
B Blauls sontaining tobee will be supplied for Gt Flowors, bub oxhilitors
g e ow r veasels for heldiag Bowquets, ete,
1. H?._.E—__.,.zﬂ___h FRES,Sinpenes will bo chorped for each entey up to

five.  FPor the remannlor na ehavzo will be made.

Contents of Petone Show Schedule.

Peinted stthe Chrondele Conernl Printing Ofice, Petone,
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