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Natural, 
imaginative 
playscapes

Multiple 
spaces for 

preparing & 
sharing kai

Shade &  
shelter

Play and 
connection 

for all ages & 
abilities

‘Organically 
Naenae’ Safety

WHAT 
IS MOST 
IMPORTANT 
TO YOU 
AND YOUR 
WHĀNAU? 

WHY?

PROJECT VALUES
Engagement methods workshop

HAUORA
The design process and park support physical, social, 
spiritual, cultural, mental and emotional wellbeing for 
whanau and the whenua.

KAITIAKITANGA
The design process and park encourage people to 
safeguard the land and natural resources for future 
generations. They foster care for Papatūānuku.

MANAAKITANGA 
The design process and park embody a commitment to 
expressing hospitality, kindness, generousity and support, 
enriching the connection between people and the park.

ĀHUATANGA  
The design process and park support the expression of people and place 
through design, layering these design components to create a feeling of 
‘wholeness’ about the park.

MAKAURANGI   
The design process and park refl ect the unique 
identity of Naenae and capture the essence of 
Naenae’s cultural narratives and history.

FUN
The design process and park support 
the Naenae community to have fun!

WHANAUNGATANGA
Naenae people are connected to one another. 
The engagement process and resulting park help 
facilitate gatherings, wānanga and talanoa.
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KĀHUI MANA  
WHENUA DESIGN  
PRINCIPLES 

Kāhui Mana Whenua
Design Principles

These design principles were created in 
partnership between the Kāhui Mana Whenua and 
Te Tira Māori to ensure that Mana Whenua 
aspirations were embedded within urban design 
projects. However, as they are grounded in Te Ao 
Māori, their applications are much broader and 
could be applied across a range of council 
Kaupapa. 

The Māori design principles also reflect the broader 
values of Hutt Council’s Mana Whenua 
partners. ( See appendix)

Inspiration has been drawn from Te Aranga
 Principles (within the Auckland Design Manual) 
and the Lets Get Wellington Moving Aspirations 
Plan. Both provide guidance for materialising Te Ao 
Māori in urban form.

Finally, this is living document which will evolve and 
adapt with future Mana Whenua priorities and 
aspirations. To account for this the document will 
be reviewed annually. 
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What’s most important to you & your Whānau?
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Have a look at some of the design ideas that have come from 
the Community Voice Survey. 
Where should the most important design ideas be placed? 
Next to a main walking route? Away from the wind? 
Is there a park nearby that has that thing available? 

How important are scooter / skate park 
elements? Why?

How important are calisthenics / street 
workout areas? Why?

How important are activities like table 
tennis? Why?

How important are fruit trees in the 
park? Why?

How important are herbs in the park? 
Why?

How important is Universal design for 
nature play? Why?

How important are hang-out spaces? 
Why?

How important are junior bike track 
elements? Why?

How important is rongoā (traditional 
Māori medicine) in the park? Why?

How important are rain gardens and 
places for water to go after rain? Why?

How important are quiet spaces in the 
park? Why?

How important is spectator seating or a 
sloped lawn? Why?

How important is a performance stage? 
Why?

How important is a mural wall in the 
park? Why?

How important are sculptures in the 
park? Why?

How important is digital or augmented

reality art in the park? Why?

How important are expressions of 
tīkanga (Māori customs and traditional 
values) in the park? Why?

How important are cultural and natural 

histories told through bespoke signage? 

Why?

How important is the market garden

history of Naenae being reflected in the

layout? Why?

How important is the history of state 

housing being reflected in the 

landscape? Why?

NAENAE PARK
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RATA ST SCHOOL

COLSON ST RESERVE
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Kai should  
be at the heart  

of the park

Shelter from 
noise and wind 

of Treadwell 
Street

Enclosed 
play area 

nestled in the 
park

All pathways 
stepless and 

wide

More trees 
everywhere for 

shade

High-energy 
play away 
from rest 
spaces
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Key
Design Elements

Extensive community engagement led by Third Studio and Hutt City Council has been vital to the design process. The outcomes of the engagement are presented in separate collaborative design progress reports. The voice of the Naenae community reflected in these reports as well as several design hui informed the developed landscape plans and choices of design components.  

Phase 2 
Public 
Events and 
Workshops: 
Zoning, layout 
and design 
elements

22 MAY 2024

COLLABORATIVE DESIGN PROCESS 
FOR WALTER MILDENHALL PARKDRAFT

Trade School
Kitchen

Insights & Conclusions: 
the engagement process

DIFFERENT WAYS OF
UNDERSTANDING SPACES
Until this engagement, most conversations 
were supported by the design component 
“polaroids” and plans of the proposed 
zones. Having plans, a physical model and 
a digital model had a good impact on how
people orientated themselves, understood 
scale and contributed to the conversation.

ACCESSIBILITY

Due to the time, day and school holidays, 
the event was accessible to people that 
weren’t able to join previous events - 
particularly caregivers of neurodivergent 
rangatahi and tamariki.

On the 16th of April for 4 hours between 
10am and 2pm, three facilitators talked to:

• Parents with tamariki/rangatahi
• Accessibility advocates and caretakers
• Migrants
• People who live across the street/within 

proximity of the park

The table was ready for discussion, 
equipped with plans, 3D printed building 
and trees for site context, and a tablet with 
a digital model of the existing park.

The facilitation team connected with both 
passers by and people who intended to 
come and chat about where elements that 
community engagement has shown are 
most important should to in the park and 
why. 

KAI AND WAI

The majority of conversations are about 
where kai sharing spaces should be.

13

DRAFT
COMMUNITY VOICE 
SURVEY 
September 2023

ONLINE 
QUESTIONNAIRE
April-May 2024

Community engagement
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Large lawn space

Everest Ave

BBQ

Playscape

Skate area

Nature Play

Multisport

Fruit and citrus trees

Fenced pool garden

Principal path

Tr
ea

dw
ell

 St

Garden path

Wai whetu     meander

Shelter

Landscape Plan

Picnic table

Picnic table

Existing path

Deck seating

e

e

e

e

e

e
e

Basket swing

Treadwell St. 
Hall
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station
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HILLARY COURT

e - Existing trees

- Existing street light

Key:

Pool building

• Opening of Te 
Mako 29th June

• Art & identity 
piece with 
rangatahi 

NGĀ MIHI TO EVERYONE WHO HAS CONTRIBUTED TO THE DESIGN:

• Everybody who has responded to the exhibition in the library
• Tamariki and caregivers at the Super Save Easter Egg Hunt 
• English Language School
• People at Oranga Festival 
• Rangatahi at Te Wao 
• Te Ngākau Kahukura o Te Awakairangi
• Kōkiri Marae Naenae Hub
• Pacific Health
• Ageing Well group at Wesley Rata Village
• Wheels and Canes group at Wesley Rata Village
• Everybody who responded to the online survey
• Naenae Community Advisory Group

Everest Ave

Tre
ad

well
 St

SHELTERED KAI PREP AREA
Community were engaged heavily about 
kai facilities and location. This location 
was preferred due to it’s centrality and 
connection, making it the heart of the park.

ACCESSIBLE PATHWAYS
Stepless pathways that can be 
comfortably shared by wheelchairs, 
prams and scooters were desired. 
Consequently, the Principal path 
is 3m wide and the Garden path is 
1.8m wide.

ENCLOSED PLAY AREA
A small, fenced area is very much 
desired from whānau with special 
needs kids. This location was preferred 
by caregivers of ‘runner’ kids due to it 
being furthest away from the road. 

IMAGINATIVE PLAY
Community desired play elements that  
encouraged tamariki to connect with 
nature and use their imagination.

WHEELED ACTIVITIES 
Low-to-ground, beginner skate opportunities 
were important to tamariki and rangatahi 
wāhine so they could try it out with low risk.
More difficult skate features were desired by 
tamariki and rangatahi who wanted to keep 
improving.
Advanced skaters acknowledged that other 
parks provide good facilities nearby.

SEATING AS PLAY
For rangatahi (teenagers), ‘play’ also 
translates to hanging out with friends 
in group seating. A body of research 
into public spaces for teenage girls 
indicates that getting up higher 
feels safer, amongst other design 
recommendations.

VARIOUS FORMS OF SEATING
A variety of seating is desired, including a low platform 
to sit and share food with a large group. Other desired 
features included in seating around the park are picnic 
tables and seating with backrests and armrests.

BASKET SWING
A crowd favourite! Basket swings were popular for multiple groups for 
multiple reasons. They provide gentle swinging for low-energy play with 
friends and whānau as well as fast and high swinging for high-energy, 
risky play.

FITNESS & PLAY
Calisthenics spot that is also a climbable feature (monkey bars) with a variety of risk 
and ability was popular with older tamariki (for testing ability and getting high up) and 
adults (for exercise).

PLANTED EDGE
Concerns were raised about 
the noise and traffic dangers 
associated with Treadwell Street. 
Planting provides a soft barrier 
and shelter.

Across all demographics, 
community members desired an 
open space to kick a ball around 
or hold an event. Simultaneously, 
everybody desired more trees for 

more shade.

TRANSITION FROM BUSY CORNER 
INTO PEACEFUL PARK
Across all demographics, community 
members desired increased shade from 
the sun and shelter from wind and noise.
This planted corner provides shelter 
from the prevailing wind and busiest 
intersection, providing peaceful nooks.

WAITING SPACES
Near the pool entrance, and accross the road from takeaway 
shops, community discussed this edge as a natural waiting 
space and transition space into the park.
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COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT

Community Engagement

HOW THE NAENAE COMMUNITY HAS 
SHAPED THE PROPOSED DESIGN


