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The journey so far



In February, the District Plan Review Committee approved 
the purpose of the Spatial Plan:

● To provide strategic direction for urban growth over the next 30 years.

● To bring together strategic planning for land use, transport, three-waters 
infrastructure, community facilities, parks & open spaces, climate 
adaptation and business & economy into a single document.

● To identify an integrated plan of action to accommodate population 
growth.

● To identify improvements in existing neighbourhoods to address deficits.

● To update and replace the Urban Growth Strategy 2012-32.



In July, the District Plan Review Committee :

● Approved the general direction of the Spatial Plan; 

● Instructed officers to prepare a Draft Spatial Plan for 
community engagement; 

● Approve the approach to community engagement i.e. Draft 
Spatial Plan and Proposed District Plan to be consulted on 
at the same time; 

● Approved changing the name of the document from 
“Spatial Plan” to “Sustainable Growth Strategy 2025-2055”. 



What has changed



Since July, we have:

● Incorporated feedback from Councillors. 

● Engaged with Mana Whenua and 
incorporated of their input into relevant 
parts of the Strategy. 

● Expanded the Climate Change section.

● Added Te Reo Māori titles.

● Added the Mayor’s acknowledgement. 

● Moved the full analysis of opportunities 
and constraints to an appendix.

● Improved maps and  graphic design. 



Mana Whenua feedback (1):

● Importance of papakāinga.

● Incorporate matauranga Māori into environmental planning.

● Include Mana Whenua knowledge in water-related planning.

● Wastewater being released in our waterways is not 
acceptable to Mana Whenua.

● Opportunity to innovate in upgrades, e.g., planting along awa, 
supporting healthier habitats.

● Align with aspirations from Te Mahere Wai (Mana Whenua 
whaitua implementation plan).



Mana Whenua feedback (2):

● Make the Cultural Identity section broader, with a dedicated 
section on Mana Whenua.

● Utilise cultural narratives and knowledge in development and 
planning.

● Recognise that many sites of significance to Māori have been 
built over and urbanised.

● Support the revitalisation of local Marae as community spaces.

● Acknowledge the aspirations of Mana Whenua around 
improving economic and social development.

● Add Mana Whenua as partners in relevant actions.



Overview of the Growth Strategy













Next steps



November - District Plan Review Committee / Council
Approval of draft document for community engagement

February & March 2025
Community engagement

April 2025 – Councillors briefing
Summary of feedback received and changes recommended 

May 2025 – Council
Adoption of final document



Questions?
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