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Open briefing: Spatial Planning: Sustainable 

Growth Strategy  

2025-2035 

6 November 2024 – 4:00pm 

Attendees 

Elected Members: Cr Barratt, Cr Briggs, Cr Brown, Cr Dyer, Cr Edwards, Cr Mitchell, 

Cr Morgan, Cr Parkin, Cr Shaw, Cr Stallinger, Cr Tupou. 

Staff:  J Livschitz, Group Chief Financial Officer; A Blackshaw, Director 

Neighbourhoods and Communities; J Griffiths, Director Strategy and 

Engagement; J Kingsbury, Director Economy and Development; A Geddes, 

Director Environment and Sustainability; and J Kilty, Democracy Advisor.  

Apologies 

Mayor Barry, Deputy Mayor Tui Lewis, Karen Yung (Petone Community Board). 

Presenters 

Lucie Desrosiers, Head of Urban Development 

Key Objectives of the Briefing 

The purpose of the briefing was to discuss the spatial planning sustainable 

growth strategy 2025-2035. 
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Introduction - Presentation by the Head of Urban 

Development 

Slide 1 – Rautaki Whakatipu – Sustainable Growth Strategy 2025-2035 

Slide 2 – Agenda 

Slide 3 – The journey so far 

Slide 4 – In February, the District Plan Review Committee approved the purpose 

of the Spatial Plan 

Slide 5 – In July, the District Plan Review Committee: 

Slide 6 – What has changed? 

Slide 7 – Since July, we have: 

Slide 8 – Mana Whenua feedback (1) 

Slide 9 – Mana Whenua feedback (2) 

Slide 10 – Overview of the Growth Strategy 

Slide 11 – Chapter 1 –introduction 

Slide 12 – Chapter 2 - Lower Hutt Today 

Slide 13 – Chapter 3 - Lower Hutt in 30 Years 

Slide 14 – Strategic Moves 

In response to a question from a member, the Head of Urban 

Development noted that details regarding on-site parking would sit 

within the District Plan. 
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Slide 15 – Chapter 4 – Action Plan 

In response to a question from a member, the Head of Urban 

Development noted that point 5 of the Action Plan ensured businesses 

thrived in Lower Hutt, while point 4 facilitated people living in the 

central city. 

Slide 16 – Next Steps 

Slide 17 – Next Steps (2) 

Slide 18 – Questions? 

Questions and discussion points 

In response to a question from a member, the Head of Urban Development noted 

that officers could set possible measurements against larger, international 

goals. She said that the officers would develop a monitoring and information 

plan, and that benchmarks would be considered. 

Next steps 

The draft document will be considered at the District Plan Review Committee 

meeting in November 2024. 

Open briefing materials 

Attachment 1 – Presentation: Rautaki Whakatipu – Sustainable Growth Strategy 
2025-2035 (attached at page 4 of the open briefing notes). 

The open briefing closed at 4:23 pm 
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Rautaki Whakatipu 

Sustainable Growth Strategy 2025-2055 

Councillors briefing – 6 November 2024 
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Agenda 

• The journey so far 

• What has changed 

• Overview of the Growth Strategy 

• Next steps 
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The journey so far 
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In February, the District Plan Review Committee approved 
the purpose of the Spatial Plan: 

● To provide strategic direction for urban growth over the next 30 years. 

● To bring together strategic planning for land use, transport, three-waters 
infrastructure, community facilities, parks & open spaces, climate adaptation and 
business & economy into a single document. 

● To identify an integrated plan of action to accommodate population growth. 

● To identify improvements in existing neighbourhoods to address deficits. 

● To update and replace the Urban Growth Strategy 2012-32. 
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In July, the District Plan Review Committee : 

● Approved the general direction of the Spatial Plan; 

● Instructed officers to prepare a Draft Spatial Plan for 
community engagement; 

● Approve the approach to community engagement, i.e. 
Draft Spatial Plan and Proposed District Plan to be 
consulted on at the same time; 

● Approved changing the name of the document from 
“Spatial Plan” to “Sustainable Growth Strategy 2025-2055”. 
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What has changed 
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Since July, we have: 

● Incorporated feedback from Councillors. 

● Engaged with Mana Whenua and 
incorporated of their input into relevant 
parts of the Strategy. 

● Expanded the Climate Change section. 

● Added Te Reo Māori titles. 

● Added the Mayor’s acknowledgement. 
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● Moved the full analysis of opportunities 
and constraints to an appendix. 

● Improved maps and graphic design. 
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Mana Whenua feedback (1): 

● Importance of papakāinga. 

● Incorporate matauranga Māori into environmental planning. 

● Include Mana Whenua knowledge in water-related planning. 

● Wastewater being released in our waterways is not 
acceptable to Mana Whenua. 

● Opportunity to innovate in upgrades, e.g., planting along awa, 
supporting healthier habitats. 
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● Align with aspirations from Te Mahere Wai (Mana Whenua 
whaitua implementation plan). 
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Mana Whenua feedback (2): 

● Make the Cultural Identity section broader, with a dedicated 
section on Mana Whenua. 

● Utilise cultural narratives and knowledge in development and 
planning. 

● Recognise that many sites of significance to Māori have been 
built over and urbanised. 

● Support the revitalisation of local Marae as community spaces. 

● Acknowledge the aspirations of Mana Whenua around 
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improving economic and social development. 

● Add Mana Whenua as partners in relevant actions. 
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Overview of the Growth Strategy 
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Next steps 
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November - District Plan Review Committee / Council 
Approval of draft document for community engagement 

February & March 2025 
Community engagement 

April 2025 – Councillors briefing 
Summary of feedback received and changes recommended 

May 2025 – Council 
Adoption of final document 
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Questions? 
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