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Climate Change commission first 
progress report on the National 
Adaptation Plan

“The evidence is that it costs more to delay action, it is in our own 
self-interest to better prepare for and be able to respond to, the now 
certainty that our climate is changing.“

- Rod Carr, Chair of the Climate Change commission. 



Context



Regional Vulnerability 
Assessment 

Completed 2019



Submissions  2022-2023



Coastal inundation and sea level rise 
assessment for the Hutt City District - NIWA

Completed 2023 



Progress on adaptation 
across the motu and at council 

National actions 

Adaptation

• 2019 Climate Change Commission established

• 2020 National Climate Change Risk Assessment was published

• 2022 The first National Adaptation Plan was published

• 2025 Adaptation Act (is anticipated)

Council actions

Adaptation

• 2019 Regional Vulnerability Assessment 

• 2022 Submission: National Adaptation Plan 

• 2023 Submission: Community-led Retreat Issues and Options

• 2023 Coastal inundation and sea level rise assessment 

• 2022-2024 Region Climate Change Impact Assessment 
        



WRCCIA
Exploring the report  



3 stage approach to Impact 
assessment



Goal of the Wellington Regional Climate Change 
Impact Assessment is to build the region's 
collective capacity to adapt to climate change 
impacts in the next 100+ years.



Report overview
Climate change hazards
• All climate change variables available for Greater 

Wellington Region (not just SLR or coastal issues)
Topics included
5 domains: infrastructure, natural environment, people, 
economy, governance
• 36 sub-topics
Climate change timeframes & scenarios
• Present, mid-century, end of the century
• High & low emissions scenarios
Risks & Impacts
• Direct & indirect physical risks & impacts (6 different 

types)
Data availability
• Best available data was used



5 domains



RCP scenarios 



Risks and Opportunities for the region





Built Environment – Top 5 Risks 
out of 128



Human – Top 5 Risks 
out of 69



Natural Environment o Top 5 Risks 
out of 73 



Economic – Top 5 Risks
out of 93



Governance Risk - 6 



Baring Head 
monitoring station 
measurements 



RCP 4.5 (1% AEP + 0.9m SLR)





Regional 
scenario at 
RCP 8.5



Summary report for decision 
makers
A summary report for decision maker is currently under 
development.

 

Anticipated to be complete within 3 month.

Condense key information into less than 20 pages (from 200)



“In many ways, the report told us what we 
already know – the region must plan for the 
impacts of increasing climate hazards and 
invest in adaptation. However, this is the 
first time this information has been 
brought together from a regional 
perspective, highlighting the 
interconnected nature of climate risks and 
what cannot be done at local level”



Pātai
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