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Submission on the notified Proposed Lower Hutt District Plan 

Clause 6 of Schedule 1, Resource Management Act 1991 

 

To: Hutt City Council 

Name of submitter: Fire and Emergency New Zealand 

 

• This is a submission on the Proposed Lower Hutt District Plan (PDP). 

• Fire and Emergency New Zealand (Fire and Emergency) could not gain an advantage in trade 

competition through this submission. 

• The specific provisions of the PDP that Fire and Emergency’s submission relates to are set out in 

Appendix A.  

Fire and Emergency’s submission is: 

The primary objective of Fire and Emergency is to reduce the incidence of unwanted fire and the associated 

risk to life and property. Fire and Emergency seeks to: 

• protect and preserve life, 

• prevent or limit injury, 

• prevent or limit damage to property and land, and 

• prevent or limit damage to the environment1. 

Fire and Emergency’s main functions2 are— 

(a) to promote fire safety, including providing guidance on the safe use of fire as a land management 

tool; and  

(b) to provide fire prevention, response, and suppression services; and 

(c) to stabilise, or render safe, incidents that involve hazardous substances; and 

(d) to provide for the safety of persons and property endangered by incidents involving hazardous 

substances; and 

(e) to rescue persons who are trapped as a result of transport accidents or other incidents; and 

(f) to provide urban search and rescue services. 

Fire and Emergency also has secondary functions to assist in matters to the extent that Fire and Emergency 

has the capability and capacity to do so and the capability to perform its main functions efficiently and 

effectively. These secondary functions3 are: 

(a) responding to medical emergencies; and 

(b) responding to maritime incidents; and 

 

1 Fire and Emergency New Zealand Act 2017 section 10(a)(b) 
2 Fire and Emergency New Zealand Act 2017 section 11(2) 
3 Fire and Emergency New Zealand Act 2017 section 12(3) 
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Fire and Emergency has a Statement of Performance Expectations5 which sets out targets to delivering 

timely and effective fire response and suppression services as well as other services. Community need for 

Fire and Emergency services has been increasing, thereby increasing Fire and Emergency’s presence on 

roads and need for fast and efficient access to incidents across the city.  

Urban growth and intensification, coupled with the increasing rate of extreme weather events and risks from 

natural hazards as a result of climate change, and other environmental and demographic changes across 

communities is likely to result in a greater demand on emergency services and consequently can affect 

response times if not managed.  

Fire and Emergency’s response time commitments to the government and community are key determinants 

for the location of new, or expansion of existing fire stations. Fire stations therefore need to be strategically 

located within and throughout communities to maximise their coverage and maintain appropriate response 

times and efficiently provide for the health and safety of people and communities. As urban areas develop 

and intensify, the ability to construct and operate fire stations in locations which will enable reasonable 

response times to fire and other emergencies is critical for the health, safety and wellbeing of people and 

communities. In this regard it is noted that Fire and Emergency is not a requiring authority under section 166 

of the RMA and, therefore, does not have the ability to designate land for the purposes of fire stations. 

Provisions within the PDP are therefore the best way to facilitate the development of new emergency service 

facilities and / or re-development / expansion of existing emergency service facilities.  

Fire and Emergency seeks the following decision from the local authority: 

Appendix A sets out the details of Fire and Emergency’s submission, including the amendments to specific 

provisions in the PDP sought by Fire and Emergency, and the reasons for the amendments. Many of these 

are in favour of retaining the proposed provisions. 

Fire and Emergency wishes to be heard in support of its submission. 

If others make a similar submission, Fire and Emergency will consider presenting a joint case with 

them at a hearing. 

 

 

Signature of person authorised to sign on behalf of Fire and Emergency 

Date: 02/05/2025 

Electronic address for service: jennifer.beardsall@beca.com 

Telephone:  

Postal address: PO Box 3942 Wellington 6140 

Contact person: Jennifer Beardsall 

  

 

5 https://www.fireandemergency.nz/assets/Documents/About-FENZ/Key-documents/FENZ-SPE-24-25.pdf 
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