Spoken submission on Proposed District Plan, Lower Hutt 27 May 2026

By Merran Bakker

Good afternoon, my name is Merran Bakker and | am a member of the
Petone Historical Society and a long-time resident of Britannia Street,
Petone My husband and | bought the Petone Borough Council heritage
listed house at 57 Britannia Street in 1981 and lived there with our family
until 2022 when we moved it forward on the site and had it renovated for
family members to buy and built a new home for ourselves at the rear of the
large section.

I have been involved as a submitter on previous plan changes including
Plan change 25, 29 and 56 all of which had effects on our local
nvironment.

| support the submission of the Petone Historical Society asking for mixed
use zones to be removed from three streets in Petone and want to address
my comments to Britannia Street. | consider introducing mixed use into this
area is both undesirable and unnecessary.

rt nia treetisexceptionalin Petone as aresidential street which is
highly valued for its heritage whilst also housing buildings that serve the
community. Not only our villa but another nine properties along the street
are listed on the current District Plan as having heritage value — and several
th are in the area proposed for mixed use. This heritage deserves
protection.

In the proposed mixed-use zone are three churches ( all with heritage
features), the community house, the library and two primary schools.
People come from Petone and beyond for the schools, Hutt City’s second
most popular library, the community house and the churches-all of which
r ervices that complement the residential area. As well as this there

are some single homes connected with the churches and a large area of

ffo dable housing, which | estimate to have about 66 homes in it. These
former council flats were designed to create a community and wh'le they
are now a mixture of privately owned and rental properties, they are among
the most affordable small units in Petone.
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