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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
So, I thought we’d start off by offering you an insight into the initiatives undertaken by Hutt City Council to minimise waste in the region.



This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed 
under CC BY-SA

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
As you are all well aware we live in a world with limited resources. Our planet has given us everything we need to thrive, but we cannot take this for granted. Making the very best of what we have is fundamental to the health and well-being of our community and the precious environment we live in.  Currently, we create far too much waste with far-reaching consequences for the community and the health of our environment. We need to make big changes, collectively, to the way we consume, use materials, and dispose of waste that can no longer be used.  

https://www.thymindoman.com/the-mystical-resurrection-or-reincarnation-of-the-ocean-in-every-wave/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/


Aotearoa NZ is one of the highest generators of waste per person in the world
 
Aotearoa NZ generates 17.49 million tonnes of waste per year 12.59 million tonnes of this is 
sent to landfills.

New Zealand's Waste Challenge

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Aotearoa New Zealand is one of the highest generators of waste per person in the worldgenerating 17.49 million tonnes of waste per year, with 12.59 million tonnes of this sent to Landfill.



Silverstream 
Landfill

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The landfill shown in the slide is Silverstream Landfill, managed by the Hutt City Council.



The WMMP

Why do we need one?

1/09/2022

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Having explored how our efforts at Silverstream Landfill are diverting resources from traditional disposal, let's now shift our focus to a broader initiative that guides our regional approach, The Wellington Region Waste Management and Minimisation Plan 2023 – 2029 otherwise known as the WMMP. This comprehensive document not only aligns with our local strategies but also sets the stage for a more sustainable and waste-conscious future across the entire Wellington region. The WMMP is a product of months of collaborative work across the region with input from stakeholders and members of the public. The WMMP is our roadmap to take us closer to where we want to be as a region – a greater place with less waste. The focus of a WMMP is to move towards a region where there is more infrastructure, services and initiatives that support our community to reduce waste, reuse, repurpose, recover, and recycle more materials with disposal as our last option.   The WMMP sets out a clear path forward for our region. It highlights collective responsibility, which requires everyone to play their part in helping to address this problem. It outlines the objectives and targets we want to achieve, the actions we will undertake and what resources we need to succeed.  



What is HCC doing to minimise waste 
entering the Landfill?

Incentivising recycling at the transfer station via a discount voucher 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
We have established a discount voucher scheme, through which transfer station users will be able to reduce the cost of their rubbish load by diverting or recycling a % of their waste. Since April 2023 we have issued 250 of these vouchers.  



Resource recovery at Silverstream Landfill
Divert resources from landfill to a transfer station

• Oil
• Paints 
• Batteries 
• Green waste
• Whiteware
• Lawnmowers
• Bikes
• Furniture 
• Electrical equipment and much more!

We are also investigating a means of being able to 
separate construction demolition waste, specifically 
timber.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
What else is Hutt City doing to minimise waste going into landfills?We have a transfer station set up at the landfill so users can divert their resources to be reused or recycled instead of adding to the landfill.We divert oil, paints and batteries Green waste goes to capital compostOther items items we divert include whiteware, lawnmowers, bikes, furniture electrical equipment and much more! We are also investigating a means of being able to separate construction demolition waste, specifically timber. 



What happens to the recovered resources?

Earthlink: 

Anything they can’t fix, they 
upcycle.

You can purchase  
recovered items at the
Earthlink shop in Taita.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Many of the items outlined in the previous slide go to earthlink.Earthlink is a charity organisation, that diverts materials from landfill and upcycles or recycles anything they can't fix. Their products are then sold in their recycling shop. 



Organic Waste

Food wasteGarden/green waste

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
As we move forward in our exploration of the WMMP, one specific area that deserves our attention is the management of organic waste. Within the broader framework of the WMMP, there is a dedicated focus on addressing the challenges posed by organic waste. But firstly, what is organic waste? = Organic waste is garden and green waste and food waste.



Why do we need to divert organics from 
landfill?

• To reduce methane emissions
• Create nutrient-rich soil/biogas
• Optimise landfill space 
• Minimise leachate in landfill

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Now that we've covered what constitutes organic waste, let's delve into why it's crucial to divert this material from landfills. Diverting organics holds significant environmental benefits such as Reducing methane emissions: this is because landfills generate methane, a potent greenhouse gas that is contributing to climate change. Diverting organics can help minimise these emissions.Creating nutrient-rich soil  - Composting organic waste creates nutrient-rich soil, supporting healthier plant growth.Optimising landfill space:  - Diverting organics extends the lifespan of landfills and reduces the need for new landfill sites.Conserving resources  - Turning organics into compost recycles valuable nutrients, contributing to a more sustainable, circular economy.Minimising Leachate in landfill  - Organic waste in landfills produces leachate, a harmful liquid. Diverting organics helps minimize this environmental hazard. 



What is HCC council doing to minimise the 
impact of organic waste?

• Proposal to extend our kerbside service to include FOGO waste 
(LTP consultation currently under way)

• Investigating options for a facility to process organic waste for the 
Wellington Region.  

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Having explored the environmental benefits of diverting organic waste, let's now shift our focus to the proactive measures we, at Hutt City Council, are taking to minimise the impact of organic waste. We are actively looking to extend our kerbside service to include food scraps and green waste. Additionally, we are investigating options for a processing facility dedicated to efficiently managing organic waste. These initiatives reflect our commitment to creating a more sustainable and environmentally conscious waste management system for our community.



Litter and illegal dumping in Hutt City

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
As we've discussed our efforts to address organic waste, let's now turn our attention to another critical aspect of waste management—illegal dumping in our community. Here are some photos captured by our Hutt City  Environmental  Investigations Officer of illegal dumping that occurred in Lower Hutt



Litter and illegal dumping in Hutt City continued

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Here are some additional photos which provide a closer look at the issue of illegal dumping happening in Lower Hutt.



Sustainable Coastlines data

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
To combat litter the council allocates funds to Sustainable Coastlines for beach clean-ups and continuous monitoring of beach litter in our region. The trio of yellow dots on the map indicates the three sites under monthly surveillance since April 2023.



Top 10 Litter items found in Hutt City monitoring sites

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
As we delve into the details of litter in our region, it's crucial to highlight the top ten items discovered by Sustainable Coastlines based on data from the three monitoring sites. These items include unidentifiable hard plastic fragments, bottle caps and lids, unidentifiable soft plastic fragments, food wrappers, glass or ceramic fragments, straws, polystyrene insulation or packaging, construction material, food containers, and lastly, lollipop sticks. However, it's essential to note that this data specifically pertains to beach litter.



Litter in our waterways
• Based on 2019 report:

21,900 kilograms or 10,950,000 
individual pieces of litter likely to 
get into Lower Hutt's drains every 
year!

• 40% of this litter was cigarette 
butts

• 25% was food packaging or 
wrapping

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
As we continue our discussion on the impact of litter, let's zoom in on another critical aspect. Through an analysis of Lower Hutt's Stormwater system, we discovered that a significant 21,900 kilograms (or 21.9 tonnes) of debris, equivalent to approximately 10,950,000 individual pieces, enter Lower Hutt's drains annually. Notably, the report identified that 40% of this litter consists of cigarette butts, while another 25% is attributed to food packaging or wrapping.



Stormwater 
Project

1/09/2022

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Having examined the concerning impact of litter on our environment, let's now shift our focus to a proactive measure aimed at mitigating this issue. An example of one of our new initiatives to address litter in our environment is our potential stormwater project.



What is HCC doing?
Looking to trial a proprietary device to 
capture litter and other pollutants from 
entering our waterways.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
We are trialing a device to capture litter entering our waterways!This initiative is aimed at capturing litter before it can reach and impact our water systems. The success of this trial is crucial, and if proven effective, we have plans to implement more of these systems in the future. 



Event  waste minimisation
HCC drives waste reduction at events through the Solid Waste Management and 
Minimisation bylaw 2021.

WMMPs submitted Accepted/Declined Event monitored Analysis/Feedback

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
We've discussed how we're tackling waterway contamination, and now, let's explore how our city council actively collaborates with event organisers to ensure environmentally responsible practices. Hutt City Council drives waste reduction at events: through implementing our solid waste management bylaw 2021.Organisers submit plans, Council approves, monitors, and analyses post-event waste. Together, we create sustainable, community-focused gatheringsIf you have a school event you’ll need to think about how to manage your event waste



Recycling contamination
• Contamination of recycling incurs costs for the community.

• Severe contamination may lead to an entire truck load being sent to landfill. 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
As we shift our focus from event waste management to a broader perspective on recycling, let's delve into the challenges posed by recycling contamination. Recycling contamination occurs when non-recyclable items are mixed with recyclables, compromising the quality of recyclable materials and hindering the recycling process.When recycling is contaminated, it costs all of usRecycling contamination has environmental repercussions; there's a risk that severe contamination might result in the entire truck load being directed to the landfill.



What are we doing to 
prevent recycling 
contamination?

• W

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
So what are we doing to prevent recycling contamination?



Behaviour Change Campaign

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
We have implemented a behaviour change campaign as shown above educating the community on how to recycle. In our ongoing efforts, we are gearing up for the launch of phase 2 in December 2023, featuring a city-wide behaviour change campaign with a summer theme. This initiative aims to reinforce the importance of responsible recycling even during the holiday break.



Bin Stickering/Removal Scheme

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
We have rolled out a recycling bin removal scheme which  involves colour-coded stickers on bins:If you get a green sticker: Everything is correct – awesome job!If you get an orange sticker: Some items are incorrect. Double-check for next time.Lastly, If you get a Red sticker: The bin is too contaminated and won't be collected. After two Red stickers, we may need to remove the bin if it continues. Following the initiation of our 3-strikes scheme in November 2022, we've successfully made an impact on recycling contamination by removing 176 bins. 



Questions?



Kia Ora
Thank you!



We all have 
a part to 
play!



At Home:

• Make conscious decisions when buying products. Can 
they be recycled or reused?

• Instead of single-use plastic wrap think about beeswax 
wrap

• Buy from bulk bin suppliers
• Take your soft plastics to a local drop-off
• Op shops! 
• Visit https://www.toogoodtowaste.co.nz/

http://Vhttps:/www.toogoodtowaste.co.nz/


What can we do at school?

•Do a carbon footprint for your school?

•Does your school have student commute plan? How can as many 
students as possible travel to school by active or public transport?

•Is there any gas heating, cooking or hot water at your school?

•Energy efficiency, can buildings be improved so they need less 
energy? Insulation/double glazing, maintenance.

•School owned vehicles? Do you have vans, can they become 
electric?



What can we do at home?

•Take active or public transport

•Ask your parents about energy use in your house, gas vs electricity.

•Think about energy efficiently (thermal curtains, ventilating homes)

•Holiday local, try to limit the amount of flights you have to take.

•Buy local and buy to last where possible. This reduces the 
emissions from importing products
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