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29 October 2025

Mands Valentine

Tena koe Mands,

Request for Information - Local Government Official Information and Meetings
Act (LGOIMA) 1987

We refer to your official information request dated 27 October 2025, seeking
information about the closure of the Ava Rail Bridge and voter turnout statistics.

Specifically, you requested:

1. The reason for the closure of the Ava Rail Bridge until mid-2026 and
whether the walking and cycling paths on the bridge are being widened to
allow two-way traffic.

2. The percentage of voter turnout at the last local elections and how this

compares with the previous elections.
Answer:

. The existing Ava footbridge has to be removed as part KiwiRail’'s work to
replace ageing infrastructure on the rail bridge.
Designs for the new shared-use bridge are being developed by Egis NZ
Limited. We had originally planned to share the designs in October, but
due to delays with testing we now expect to share them in November
2025
The shared path will be wider to enable users travelling in opposite

directions to pass safely.

' Ava Rail Bridge Shared Path | Hutt City Council
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A The pattern at the top of this page is inspired by the natural landforms, hills, river, and coastline surrounding Lower Hutt. It represents our people, our place, and our home.


https://www.huttcity.govt.nz/council/our-projects/ava-rail-bridge-shared-path

Further information regarding the Ava Rail Bridge can be found here Ava
Rail Bridge Shared Path | Hutt City Council and here_ YouTube.

2. The voter return at the last local elections was 41.56%, being 33,038 votes,
including special votes.
The voter return in 2022 was 40.24%, being 31,408 votes, excluding special
votes.
All information regarding the local elections can be found at Local
Government Elections | Hutt City Council

You have the right to seek an investigation and review by the Ombudsman of this
response. Information about how to make a complaint is available at: Office of
the Ombudsman - Complaints, or freephone 0800 802 602.

Please note that this response to your information request may be published on
Hutt City Council’'s website: Proactive releases - Hutt City Council.

Nga mihi nui

Lakna Siriwardena

Legal Operations Advisor

P.2


https://www.huttcity.govt.nz/council/our-projects/ava-rail-bridge-shared-path
https://www.huttcity.govt.nz/council/our-projects/ava-rail-bridge-shared-path
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fwatch%3Fv%3DYTUIZRaEGDw&data=05%7C02%7Cinformationrequests%40huttcity.govt.nz%7Ce24b58496baf4c3da28e08de1120bdac%7Cf4e71c3050dd4da7936331eefa6b2b5f%7C0%7C0%7C638967029520123828%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=N7jTClqlSO68wnZ063NFLJheHtC6U3dSXHE5jbso%2F50%3D&reserved=0
https://www.huttcity.govt.nz/council/elections
https://www.huttcity.govt.nz/council/elections
https://www.ombudsman.parliament.nz/what-ombudsman-can-help/complaints-about-government-agencies/how-make-complaint
https://www.ombudsman.parliament.nz/what-ombudsman-can-help/complaints-about-government-agencies/how-make-complaint
https://www.huttcity.govt.nz/council/contact-us/make-an-official-information-act-request/proactive-releases



