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24 March 2026 

Andrea Vance 
andrea.vance@stuff.co.nz 

Tēnā koe Andrea, 

Request for Information – Local Government Official Information and 
Meetings Act (LGOIMA) 1987 

We refer to your official information request dated 25 February 2026, seeking 
communications between Tiaki Wai and Council. Specifically, you requested: 

“All communications between Will Peet, in his capacity as chair of Tiaki 
Wai, and the Mayor and Chief Executive since 1 January 2026. This 
includes emails, text messages, instant messages such as WhatsApp or 
Signal, letters, attachments, draft documents and internal briefings 
referring to or summarising such communications”. 

On 27 February 2026 we contacted you to clarify the scope of your request, 
given the range of communication types listed. You confirmed later that day 
that you wished to proceed with the original wording. 

Answer: 

Before responding to your request, it is important to note that Council does not 
routinely create or retain records of text messages, instant messages (such as 
WhatsApp, Signal or Teams chats), or other transient communication formats 
unless they are proactively saved into Council’s systems by staff.  
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These platforms are not used for formal engagement with external parties in 
the ordinary course of business, and no such records have been identified for 
the purposes of your request. 
 
In response to the remainder of your request, we have identified one email 
that falls within scope. This is an email sent by Will Peet, as Chair of Tiaki Wai, 
to the Mayor on 9 February 2026, together with the internal forwards of that 
email within Council. A copy of the email thread is attached. Please note, 
some information has been withheld under the following provisions of the 
LGOIMA: 
 

• section 7(2)(a) – to protect personal privacy, 
• section 7(2)(b)(ii) – to protect information where release would be likely 

unreasonably to prejudice the commercial position of the person who 
supplied it, and 

• section 7(2)(f)(i) – to maintain the effective conduct of public affairs 
through the protection of free and frank expressions of opinion. 

 
Council has considered whether the public interest in release of the withheld 
information outweighs the need to withhold it and has concluded that it does 
not. 
 
You have the right to seek an investigation and review by the Ombudsman of 
this response. Information about how to make a complaint is available at: 
Office of the Ombudsman - Complaints, or freephone 0800 802 602. 
 
Please note that this response to your information request may be published 
on Hutt City Council’s website: Proactive releases - Hutt City Council. 
 
 
Ngā mihi nui 
 
 
 
Rebekah van der Splinter 
Senior Advisor, Official Information and Privacy 

https://www.ombudsman.parliament.nz/what-ombudsman-can-help/complaints-about-government-agencies/how-make-complaint
https://www.huttcity.govt.nz/council/contact-us/make-an-official-information-act-request/proactive-releases
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