
Tēnā koe  

Request for Information – Local Government Official Information and Meetings Act 

(LGOIMA) 1987 

 

We refer to your official information request dated 19 November 2022, as follows: 
1. The year that land was purchased at Akatārawa for joint cemetery use and the 
council minutes or related document/records that document this decision of land 
purchase 
2. Information regarding what work was done to investigate new land for cemeteries in 
Lower Hutt since the decision to buy land in Akatārawa including the dates of this 
work, and the reports or documents that summarise this work 
3. Council minutes or documents that record the official decision to not pursue a new 
cemetery in Lower Hutt and to merge cemetery services with Akatārawa 
3a. Documents that pertain to any public consultation that was done about all of the 
above matters, including consultation with Mana Whenua 

 
Prior to 1991, Hutt City Council held land for cemetery purposes in Wallaceville, Upper 
Hutt.  Hutt City Council purchased 56.36 ha of land next to the Akatārawa Cemetery in 1991, 
and the Wallaceville land was sold. 
 
The Akatārawa land was purchased after Hutt City Council had extensively searched for land 
to provide additional space for interments, with the knowledge that Taita Cemetery would be 
at capacity within 20 years.  The Council was looking for a site that would be able to provide 
ash interments and burials at a rate of approximately 370 interments annually, for around 50 
years.  At the time an engineering firm undertook an extensive study to ensure the Akatārawa 
site would have sufficient space that could be developed for cemetery purposes.   
 
In 2002/2003 funding was available to investigate potential cemetery sites within the 
City.  Between 2003 and 2005 Hutt City Council officers investigated a number of sites within 
the boundaries of the Hutt City, recognising some public concern about new burials for Hutt 
City residents being offered in Upper Hutt.  Ultimately, Akatārawa was confirmed as being the 
site of the new cemetery. Documents 1-4 describe the sites that were being considered. 
 
In 2003 Hutt City Council officers wrote to Te Rununganui o Taranaki ki te Upoko o te Ika A 
Maui and the Wellington Tenths Trust to explain that work to investigate potential cemetery 
sites would be undertaken and to invite suggestions and input.  Officers shared the results of 
the investigation with both organisations later in 2003.  This correspondence is attached 
(documents 1-4).   
 

23 December 2022 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Daniel Chrisp 
 

 



The first consultation meeting on this kaupapa occurred with mana whenua on 23 November 
2022, although cursory conversations had been held with Kaitakawaenga Māori prior to this. 
 
The idea of Upper Hutt City Council and Hutt City Council running Akatārawa Cemetery as a 
shared service and later extending the Akatārawa Cemetery into the Hutt City owned land was 
presented to Hutt City Council elected members in 2005.  The concept of the shared service 
predated 2005. 
 
In addition to the attached documents, we recommend that you review archived documents 
for the Hutt City Council on its website, see www.huttcity.govt.nz/arts-and-
culture/heritage/search-archives?query=Akatarawa. 
 
You have the right to seek an investigation and review by the Ombudsman of this decision. 
Information about how to make a complaint is available at www.ombudsman.parliament.nz or 
freephone 0800 802 602. 
 

Nāku noa, nā  

 

 
 

Susan Sales 

Senior Advisor, Official Information and Privacy 
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Purpose  

This document is the cornerstone of Stage 3 Plan of the Project Delivery Framework. 

The intent is to capture and record information needed to properly define the project and plan its 

successful delivery in Stage 4. The Project Initiation Document (PID) will reflect the information contained in 

the Initiation Document and 2021 – 2031 Long Term Plan, and elements will be developed in further detail 

with individual plans (i.e., Communications and Engagement Plan, Risk Management Plan) and managed 

through the project workbook. 

This document must be completed, agreed, and signed off before the project can proceed to delivery in 

Stage 4. 
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Hutt City cemeteries do not have capacity for first interments, and they have reduced capacity for second 

and third interments. 

Approximately 100 cubic metres of soil/clay is removed from the site each year because of grave digging. It 

is transported offsite for disposal and is an ongoing operational cost. 

Based on current burial and ashes interment rates, Council's 2021 - 2031 Long Term Plan estimates that 

Akatārawa Cemetery has estimated burial and ashes interment capacity until 2026/27. Additional land is 

required after this time. 

Hutt City have purchased a block of land adjacent to Akatārawa Cemetery to meet future demands and 

Upper Hutt City and Hutt City have entered into an agreement for the provision of Cemetery services and 

development of that land. The land for the extension is designated for Cemetery purposes; it is currently 

undeveloped apart from the public road servicing the Fairview subdivision. The topography varies from 

gentle slopes to very steep unusable land. 

Expanding the existing location which is already co-owned by Upper Hutt City Council and Hutt City and 

designated for cemetery purposes is deemed to be more cost effective than development of a new 

cemetery at a new location.  

Concept Development for the expansion was undertaken in June 2017. It was prepared jointly for Upper 

Hutt City Council and Hutt City Council by a team led by Synergine Groups Limited (Synergine) and 

presented to the Hutt Valley Services Committee on 4 August 2017. Provision was made in the Upper Hutt 

City Council 2018 – 2028 Long Term Plan  and again in the 2021 – 2031 Long Term Plan or stages 1 – 3 

(of 5) of the proposed Akatārawa Cemetery development to commence in 2022/2023.   

In response to the emerging COVID-19 global pandemic, Upper Hutt City Council and Hutt City considered 

bringing cemetery development work forward, to ensure that both the potential short term capacity 

requirements of the region associated with the COVID-19 pandemic, and he post pandemic future capacity 

requirements, could be met. It was agreed at the Ordinary Meeting of Council on 10 June 2020 to maintain 

the status quo, where the proposed development commences i  2022/23, the development was not 

bought forward. 

The proposed development and staging are flexible enoug  to provide for ongoing assessment, provision, 

and reallocation of space to meet specific needs of various cultural and ethnic groups or alternate burial 

methods i.e., eco burial. 

This project has a high strategic fit because i  delivers upon community cultural, compassionate, and 

heritage outcomes. 

Due to increasing population trends, an aging population, and limited burial capacity within the region it is 

prudent to undertake cemete y expansion now, to maintain interment options, ensure statutory compliance 

for sanitary services, and e sure that the cemetery will be fit for purpose and meet the needs of the 

community into the future. 

For the purposes of clarity, the existing Akātarawa Cemetery and the land proposed for development 

includes all those parcels of land being: 

i. 1,2141 hectares more or less being part Section 215 Hutt District and comprised in computer 

freehold register WN42C/522 (Wellington Registry); and 

ii. 2,3729 hectares more or less being Lot 2 on Deposited Plan 75573 and Lot 4 Deposited Plan 

20303 and comprised in computer freehold register WN44C/594 (Wellington Registry); and 
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iii. 7,7020 hectares more or less being Lot 1 on Deposited Plan 53294 and comprised in computer 

freehold register WN24A/456 (Wellington Registry). 

Objectives  

The primary goal of this project is to deliver fit for purpose cemetery infrastructure to ensure that Upper 

Hutt City and Hutt City remain able to meet their statutory compliance obligations under the Burial and 

Cremation Act 1964. 

The project proposes to expand the existing cemetery and deliver fit for purpose infrastructure to meet the 

community’s expectations for burial and ashes interment for Upper Hutt City and Hutt City residents for the 

next 50 years. 

The project provides the opportunity to enhance Council’s ability to meet emerging burial trends and 

cultural requirements, enhance operations, enhance the open space efficiently and effectively, and 

identify/support future infrastructure placement.  

Links to achieving Council's strategies/objectives/goals/policies 

The project contributes strategically to Upper Hutt’s City vision and strategic priorities, Long Term Plan 

2021 – 2031, Infrastructure Strategy, Sustainability Strategy, Open Space Strategy 2018 – 2028, and the 

Arts, Culture and Heritage Strategy 2014 as outlined below: 

• City Vision and strategic priorities 

Akatārawa Cemetery serves as a place of remembrance, while providi g care for those residing 

within its grounds in perpetuity. Development of Akatārawa Cemetery will support the community 

to achieve the City Vision, Outcomes (particularly Environment, Social and Cultural, and 

Infrastructure) and strategic priorities (particularly 1, 2, 3, and 5). 

• Long Term Plan 2021 – 2031 

Akatārawa Cemetery development was included in the Long Term Plan (LTP) 2021 - 2031. Funding 

for it was highlighted to the community in t e LTP Consultation Document and included in the LTP. 

• Infrastructure Strategy 

Akatārawa Cemetery development responds to the challenges of supporting Hutt Valley growth and 

ongoing demand for cemetery services, meeting changing expectations, and maintaining existing 

assets as outlined in Co ncil's Infrastructure Strategy. 

• Sustainability Strategy 2020  

Investment in t e development of Akatārawa Cemetery presents an opportunity to improve 

sustainability, enhance resilience, and future proof the cemetery for decades to come. 

Opportunities will be further explored during consultation and project development/design. 

• Open Space Strategy 2018 - 2028  

The location of Akatārawa Cemetery is generally accepted by the community as being appropriately 

located; expansion of the current site continues to support strategic goal 1 'Our open spaces are 

appropriately located'. The expansion is a good fit with the Open Space Strategy and will contribute 

toward passive social and family recreation while also enhancing social connectedness, cultural, Rele
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spiritual, and mental health and wellbeing through provision of space for the living to connect with 

each other, reflect, and remember their loved ones. 

• Arts, Culture and Heritage Strategy 2014 

Akatārawa Cemetery development provides opportunities to increase awareness, knowledge, and 

participation in the rich heritage of Upper Hutt contributing toward the strategy goals. 

Development of Akatārawa Cemetery is 'Significant' and was consulted on as part of the 2018 - 2028 and 

the 2021 - 2031 LTP's.  

As per Council's Significance and Engagement Policy further engagement will be undertaken as relevant at 

various stages of the decision making process. 

Desired outcomes 

Meet statutory compliance obligations under the Burial and Cremation Act 1964 and deliver fit for purpose 

infrastructure at Akatārawa Cemetery to meet the community’s expectations for accessible burial and 

ashes interment for Upper Hutt City and Hutt City residents for the next 50+ years. Critical success factors 

include: 

• Deliver and meet demand for traditional burial and ashes interment options, scope to 

accommodate emerging burial and ashes interment trends and cultural need is present. 

• Operator and community accessibility is provided for, burial and other i terment areas can be 

reached easily. 

• Deliver efficient and effective development in terms of engineering and ecological impact.  

• Identify and cost suitable locations for a future office, workshop, lighting, utility storage, vehicle 

storage etc. as part of Phase One. 

• Ducting and infrastructure to support future satellite workroom, lighting, utility/vehicle storage etc. 

is in place. 

• Accessible toilet facility located within new development. 

• Introduce storytelling infrastructure to enhance local heritage value. 

• Complete necessary compliance work triggered by the development. 

• Wayfinding signage is elevant and fit for purpose. 

• Complete the above within the allocated budget of $3.6M. 

• Complete the above within the agreed programme (2022 – 2025).  

• Scope whether or not excess soil/clay which arises from grave digging can be disposed of within 

the site. 
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Business case 

A business case in the format currently used by Council was not required prior to funding confirmation as 

part of the Long Term Plan 2018 – 2028 process. The case for change is briefly outlined below and 

detailed within this PID. 

1. The case for change 

Akatārawa Cemetery is a facility that provides burial and ashes interment for Upper Hutt and Hutt 

City residents. A small number of out of district service is provided which incurs an out of district 

fee). The cemetery is approaching capacity while demand for and legislative requirement for 

cemetery services is ongoing, Cemetery Development is required to fulfil ongoing need and 

legislative requirement.  

This project has a high strategic fit because it delivers upon community cultural, compassionate, 

and heritage outcomes. 

2. Options analysis and approved option 

  Option 1: Do nothing 

This option was not considered because The Burial and Cremation Act 1964 requires every local 

authority, where sufficient provision is not otherwise made for the burial of the bodies of persons 

dying within its district, to establish and maintain a suitable cemetery.   

Option 2: Greenfield acquisition and development 

This option was not considered because: 

• The likelihood of affordable burial spaces would require land acquisition further into rural 

areas and become distant from the population base.  

• Accessibility could be a problem if a new development site was located further away from 

the population base (as compared to the existing site). 

• Resistance to cemetery development in unapproved/existing spaces is likely to be 

undesirable to the public and could result in greenfield development becoming expensive, 

litigious, and lengthy. 

• An existing location is already co-owned by Upper Hutt City Council and Hutt City and 

designated for cemetery purposes. 

 

Option 3 (approved): Development of land owned by Upper Hutt City and Hutt City Councils and 

designated for ‘Cemetery Use’ 

This was the preferred and approved option because: 

• The land is adjacent to the existing cemetery footprint and already designated for 

‘Cemetery Use’. 

• An estimated 58 years of burial and ashes interment is located within the area. 

• Accessibility to the site remains consistent.  

• Expanding the existing location which is already co-owned by Upper Hutt City Council and 

Hutt City and designated for cemetery purposes is deemed to be more cost effective than 

development of a new cemetery at a new location.  
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3. Benefits of the approved option 

Benefits identified are as followed: 

• A facility that meets legislative requirement. 

• Provision of burial and interment for up to 58 years. 

• Accessibility for population base is retained. 

• Cost effective. 

• Enhanced open space. 

Outline project approach 

Development will occur in two phases. Phase One, which includes stages 1 – 3 (of 5) and Phase Two, which 

includes stages 4 – 5. This Project Information Document relates to Phase One (Stages 1- 3) only. Phase 

Two is to be scoped and undertaken later as cemetery capacity constraints require. 

Upper Hutt City Council is managing the project and will be the signatory on any contracts related to this 

project. Hutt City is co-funding the project and will be provided the opportunity to be represen ed in the 

project governance structure. 

Scope and key parameters 

WORKSTREAM 1: CEMETERY DEVELOPMENT 

In Scope • Engaging architect, engineers, construction, and other contractors. 

• Produce Developed Design Stages 1 – 3. 

• Produce Detailed Design Stages 1 – 3. 

• Allow for accessibility/e trance to stages 4 – 5. 

• Meet requirements of he Burial and Cremation Act 1964. 

• Burial and ashes interment: Provision for additional, lawn burial, ashes 

interment, and ability to accommodate alternate burial methods i.e., eco-burial, 

ashes wal s, and specific cultural burial where demand exists. 

• Infrastructure for accessibility: Ensuring, through infrastructure placement, 

access for cemetery users to all areas of the expansion site (earthworks and 

erosion and sediment control, geotechnical investigation, culvert, roading, 

infrastructure services i.e., water, wastewater, ducting for internet, phone, 

lighting, power). 

• Landscaping: Landscaping to include clearing vegetation, protecting significant 

areas of indigenous vegetation, revegetation with native species where practical, 

landscaping design, grass areas, and specimen trees. 
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• Storytelling: Provision for storytelling in the existing cemetery and on the 

expansion site to contribute to protecting and enriching the site's history and 

providing a link between the old areas and the new. 

• Wayfinding signage: At the intersection of the new and existing cemetery areas. 

• Accessible, unisex toilet: Located within the new development footprint. 

• Service vehicle access: Safe access for service vehicles (which are not 

registered/warranted, road worthy vehicles) travelling between the current and 

new parts of the cemetery i.e., tractor, gator, digger, vehicle with trailer. 

• Administration facilities investigation: During Phase One, potential locations for 

administration facilities will be investigated and costed. 

• Identification of suitable locations for: workshop, covered soil storage for  topsoil 

(located near workshop),chapel, and crematorium. 

• Sustainability investment: Incorporating low carbon technologies where possible. 

• Infrastructure to support future development. 

• Stakeholder engagement. 

• Identification of suitable location(s) for disposal of excess soil/clay created 

during the grave digging process. 

Out of scope • Works on existing buildings: Upgrade or demolition of current cemetery office, 

workshop, or toilet facilities. 

• Greenfield development: Identifying/obtaining new land for cemetery 

development is not being conside ed. 

• Associated service infrastructu e: Incorporating Council owned and operated 

crematorium or other b ildings/infrastructure on the expansion site i.e., chapel 

is not in scope. 

• Changes to cemete y operational rules and procedures: The development of new 

Cemetery Rules  Parks and Reserves Rules, and Cemetery Standard Operating 

Procedures is not in scope of this project. These are managed operationally 

through the Parks and Reserves team. It is noted that Parks and Reserves 

Management is considering a review of Cemetery Rules alongside the 

development project and that stakeholder engagement captured throughout this 

project may be of value to Parks and Reserves Management to inform a review 

of/updates to these documents with support from the Strategy and Policy Team; 

any consultation on these issues is separate to the project. 

• Plot management software: The investigation or introduction of plot 

management software is considered operational in nature and can be managed 

via ordinary operational procedure. 

• Lease/Licence to Occupy negotiation: Entering into a Lease or Licence to Occupy 

agreement with third parties to locate their own infrastructure on the expansion Rele
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Stakeholder identification 

INTERNAL STAKEHOLDERS (UPPER HUTT CITY COUNCIL AND HUTT CITY COUNCIL) 

Council Decision makers on investment governance. 

Regular progress updates required. 

Executive 

Leadership Team 

(ELT) 

Project governance. 

Regular progress updates required. 

Hutt City CLT Regular progress updates (TBC). 

Project Sponsor Interested in project progress. 

Regular progress updates required. 

Project Business 

Owner 

Interested in project progress. 

Day to day involvement. 

Key decision maker. 

Regular progress updates required. 

Cemetery Staff 

(Sextons) 

Impacted by the project. 

Regular progress updates required. 

Need to be engaged in and support the cemetery development project. 

Will need to be informed and ready to answer questions from the public and direct 

the public on where to find up to date information. 

Likely to be responsible for day-to-day operations of the facility post project. 

Council staff Will be interested in the project. 

Keep info med. 

Front of house/call 

centre (includes 

after-hours call 

centre) Council 

staff 

Will need to be informed and ready to answer questions from the public and direct 

the on where to find up to date information. 
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Compliance 

Services 

(Building/Planning) 

Important consultant re: requirements/processes, timings for approvals. 

Keep informed. 

Parks and 

Reserves Team 

Consultants on development requirements.  

Likely to be responsible for maintenance of the facility post project.  

Need to be engaged in and support the cemetery development project. 

Will need to be informed and ready to answer questions from contractors and 

provide/direct them on where to find up to date information. 

 

EXTERNAL STAKEHOLDERS  

Community and 

ratepayers 

Interested in costs and funding of the project. 

May be vocal if development is deemed unsatisfactory. 

Keep informed through general and targeted communications. 

Allow opportunities for them to have their say. 

Neighbours Will want to know when construction is taking place and what impacts there will 

be for them. 

Keep informed through general and targeted communications. 

Mana whenua  Agreed design input (limited by scope). 

Keep informed through general and targeted communications. 

Ōrongomai Marae Agreed design inp t (limited by scope). 

Keep informed through general and targeted communications. 

Bledisloe New 

Zealand Limited (Gee 

and Hickton) 

Impacted by the project. 

Keep informed through general and targeted communications. 

May be vocal if development is deemed unsatisfactory. 

Could be approached by the public for information about the project, will need to 

be informed about where they can direct the public to find up to date 

information. 

F neral Directors Impacted by the project. 
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Keep informed through general and targeted communications. 

May be vocal if development is deemed unsatisfactory. 

Could be approached by the public for information about the project, will need to 

be informed about where they can direct the public to find up to date 

information. 

Stone Masons Impacted by the project. 

Keep informed through general and targeted communications. 

May be vocal if development is deemed unsatisfactory. 

Could be approached by the public for information about the project, will need to 

be informed about where they can direct the public to find up to date 

information. 

Veteran’s Affairs Impacted by the project. 

Keep informed through general and targeted communications.  

May be vocal if development is deemed unsatisfactory. 

Cemetery 

contractors 

Impacted by the project. 

Keep informed through general and targeted communications. 

May want to be involved in design input (limited by scope). 

May be vocal if development is deemed unsatisfactory. 

Could be approached by the public for information about the project, will need to 

be informed about where they can direct the public to find up to date 

information. 

People with 

accessibility needs 

Interested in the project re: accessibility. 

May want to be involved in design input (limited by scope). 

Keep informed through general and targeted communications. 

May be vocal if development is deemed unsatisfactory. 

Cemetery visitors Includes people farewelling/visiting the deceased and people using the grounds 

for active and passive recreation. 

Faith/cultural 

leade s/communities 

Interested in the project re: specific areas to cater to faith/cultural burial.  

May want to be involved in design input (limited by scope). 

Keep informed through general and targeted communications.  
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May be vocal if development is deemed unsatisfactory. 

Stakeholder analysis 

The stakeholder maps below identify the power and interest of key stakeholders in relation to the project. 
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Project controls 

PROJECT STAGES 

The Project is to be broken into the following stages: 

• Concept Design – Agree requirements and design brief, create concept designs, public engagement, 

and present to Council for decision/approval to proceed. 

• Detailed Design and Planning stages 1 - 3 – Refine the concept design to Developed Design ready for 

engagement, then refine the Developed Design to Detailed Design phase ready for construction. 

Tendering for and select the Construction Vendor, submission/approval of all consents required, plan 

the construction, and present final costs to Council for approval to proceed. 

• Construction – Cemetery Construction (Stages 1 - 3). Could be broken into stages by area or type. 

Monitor progress and communicate regularly to Council/key stakeholders and to the Public. 

• BAU Handover - Document all assets and handover the ongoing maintenance/management plans for 

the facility. 

• Project Close – Complete the Project Implementation Review (PIR) to capture any lessons learned 

through the process so they can be applied to future development stages (Stages 4 and 5). 

 

AGREED TOLERANCES, MONITORING AND REPORTING 

Based on the scope and constraints of the project there are limited options of setting tolerances outside 

existing Business as Usual processes. 

It is accepted that construction could be delayed due to contractor availability and COVID-19 impacts. 

Timelines will be regularly reviewed. Project progress will be eported to the Project Sponsors and Business 

Owner regularly. 

Regular BAU project reporting will occur via a six-weekly dashboard to the City Development Committee and 

via regular reporting to the Hutt Valley Services Committee.  

Further reporting will occur as agreed or required with the project team and sponsor, including to ELT or 

others as required. 
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Procurement approach – in development 

EXTERNAL PARTIES AND SUPPLIERS 

Design Parties will be entered below as confirmed: 

• Enter 

• Enter 

•  

Contractor Parties will be entered below as confirmed: 

• Enter 

• Enter 

TENDER PROCESS AND TIMEFRAMES 

• Tender process will be conducted as per Council’s Procurement Policy. 

Project finances 

Capital expenditure costs 

The capital expenditure budget approved in the Long Term Plan 2021 – 2031 is $3.6M over 4 years    

(2021 - 2025). 

Indicative cost estimates (June 2017) for each stage of the cemetery development are outlined below. The 

stages indicate approximate burial demand at 1.5ha per decade  

Stage 1:     $1.2M (includes $520,000 administration facility al owance) 

Stage 2:     $0.21M 

Stage 3:     $0.41M 

Stage 4:     $1.25M  

Stage 5:     $0.64M  

Future operational expenditure costs 

Upon completion of the project, operational expenditure will increase due to the increased land area, 

infrastructure, and assets being maintained, secured, and staffed. These costings are still being worked 

through and will be included in the Operational Budgets for Years 1 - 3 of the 2024 - 2034 the LTP.  

For more detail on the Project finances and the current state, please see the project workbook (Project 

Costs’ tab) located in the project site on SHED.  

Key Project Documents 

A project site has been established in SHED for this project and can be found at the following location: 
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Kelly Crandle 

Leisure Services Division 

570 6774 

569 1625 

crandle@huttcity.govt.nz 

PL15 - 40 - 1 

17 February 2003 

Te Runanganui o Taranaki ki te Upoko o te Ika A Maui 
PO Box 36 - 111 
WELLINGTON 

Tena koe 

NEW CEMETERY, SITE INVESTIGATIONS 

In the early 1990s Council searched for land that could be developed as a 
cemetery in anticipation of Taita Lawn Cemetery being unable to provide for 
first interments around 2011.  As a result of this search Council purchased a 
large property on the Akatarawa Road, next to the Upper Hutt City Council’s 
cemetery. 

Council has also, this year, set aside funding to investigate potential cemetery 
sites within the City this financial year.  This work is being led by the Leisure 
Services Division of Council.  We have asked Civil Design Services to carry 
out the geotechnical investigations required to assess the sites.  Clearly this 
will only take care of the technical aspects of site suitability.  Planning issues 
will involve other considerations, including RMA procedures and the views 
of local Maori    

The purpose of this letter is to let you know that we will be carrying out 
investigation work shortly on five sites: 

s 7(2)(a)

s 7(2)(a)

Rele
as

ed
 un

de
r th

e L
oc

al 
Gov

ern
men

t O
ffic

ial
 In

for
mati

on
 an

d M
ee

tin
gs

 Act



 2 

 

• Ngaturi Park and old Wainuiomata wastewater treatment site, coast 
Road, Wainuiomata (sites adjoin) 

• Parkway, on the hill side of the road between the Marae and the 
Konini Reservoir, Wainuiomata 

• Wainuiomata College and Wainuiomata Intermediate School sites 
(sites adjoin) 

• Old Soil Bureau land, Wingate 

• Top of Mohaka Street, Wainuiomata 
 
Although four of these sites happen to be in Wainuiomata, we are not 
specifically looking for a site in Wainuiomata.  We have considered sites on 
the Western Hills, however so far they have been too steep and lack soil cover.  
Unfortunately it is likely that the one in one hundred year flood lines will rule 
out the Ngaturi Park site fairly early on. 
 
If you have ideas about other sites in the City, we are happy to consider them.  
Further to this, if there are sites you are opposed to we would be pleased to 
hear from you.  Any early indications of preference or opposition would help 
us a lot and we would be really grateful for advice. 
 
I understand that the Runanga is interested in developing a new Urupa in the 
City to take over from the sites at Owhiti and Te Puni Street and that a site 
above Waiu Street has been considered in the past.  If Council were to 
develop a new cemetery in the City we would be happy to work alongside the 
Runanga to provide an opportunity to set aside a special area for Maori in the 
new Cemetery.   
 
The development and maintenance of a new Urupa may be more economic if 
it were aligned with a larger cemetery operation.  There may also be roading, 
landscaping, water supply, electricity supply, drainage, security and planning 
advantages for both organisations if we worked towards having two separate 
but adjoining cemetery operations.  If you are interested in considering some 
kind of alignment, you are very welcome to contact Stuart Duncan. 
 
When this project has moved forward a little further Chris Close or I will be in 
touch to provide you with an update.  I will be leaving Council on 7 March 
2003. 
 
Naku noa, na 
 
 
 
 
Kelly Crandle 
RESERVES ASSET MANAGER 
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Kelly Crandle 
Leisure Services Division 
570 6774 
569 1625 
crandle@huttcity.govt.nz 
PL15 - 40 - 1 

17 February 2003 

Wellington Tenths Trust 
PO Box 913 
WELLINGTON 

Tena koe

NEW CEMETERY, SITE INVESTIGATIONS 

In the early 1990s Council searched for land that could be developed as a 
cemetery in anticipation of Taita Lawn Cemetery being unable to provide for 
first interments around 2011.  As a result of this search Council purchased a 
large property on the Akatarawa Road, next to the Upper Hutt City Council’s 
cemetery. 

Council has also, this year, set aside funding to investigate potential cemetery 
sites within the City this financial year.  This work is being led by the Leisure 
Services Division of Council.  We have asked Civil Design Services to carry 
out the geotechnical investigations required to assess the sites.  Clearly this 
will only take care of the technical aspects of site suitability.  Planning issues 
will involve other considerations including RMA procedures.  Clearly the 
view of local Maori will also be an important consideration 

s 7(2)(a)

s 7(2)(a)
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The purpose of this letter is to let you know that we will be carrying out 
investigation work shortly on three sites: 
 

• Ngaturi Park and old Wainuiomata wastewater treatment site, coast 
Road, Wainuiomata (sites adjoin) 

• Parkway, on the hill side of the road between the Marae and the 
Konini Reservoir, Wainuiomata 

• Wainuiomata College and Wainuiomata Intermediate School sites 
(sites adjoin) 

• Top of Mohaka Street, Wainuiomata 
• Old Soil Bureau land, Wingate 

 
Although four of these sites happen to be in Wainuiomata, we are not 
specifically looking for a site in Wainuiomata.  We have considered sites on 
the Western Hills, however so far they have been too steep and lack soil cover.  
At this point, the one in one hundred year flood levels at Ngaturi Park are 
likely to rule this site out early on. 
 
If you have ideas about other sites in the City, we are happy to consider them.  
Further to this, if there are sites you are opposed to we would be pleased to 
hear from you.  Any early indications of preference or opposition would help 
us a lot and we would be really grateful for advice. 
 
In addition to Council’s need for a site to develop a new cemetery on, it may 
be worthwhile considering Urupa needs of the Tenths.  I understand that 
members of the Tenths Trust are using the Owhiti Urupa and the one at Te 
Puni Street.  If Council were to develop a new cemetery in the City we would 
be happy to work alongside the Tenths Trust and look at providing a special 
are ain the new cemetery for the Tenths.  If you are interested in following up 
this idea you are very welcome to contact Stuart Duncan. 
 
When this project has moved forward a little further Chris Close or I will be in 
touch to provide you with an update. 
 
Naku noa, na 
 
 
 
 
 
Kelly Crandle 
RESERVES ASSET MANAGER  
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26 September 2003 

Contact: Bruce Hodgins 
Group/Division: Leisure Services 
Telephone: 570 6839 
Facsimile: 569 1625 
E.Mail: hodgins@huttcity.govt.nz 
Our Reference: PL15-40-1 

Wellington Tenths Trust 
PO Box 913 
WELLINGTON 

Tena koe 

NEW CEMETERY SITE INVESTIGATIONS 

In February this year Kelly Crandle wrote to the Trust to outline investigations that 
Council was undertaking in its search for a possible new cemetery site for the City. 

This work has largely been completed with six sites coming under scrutiny.  The two 
sites that showed the most promise have been further investigated and our consultant 
has recommended that the Council owned land at the end of Waiu Street, Wainuiomata 
(as the most favoured site,) be subjected to an ecological survey, drainage investigations 
and regulatory requirements. 

I have enclosed a copy of the report for your information.  I would appreciate you 
keeping this report confidential at this stage, as it is yet to go to Council. 

I understand that the Runanga may be interested in this land for similar purposes and 
we have sent them a separate letter asking for their comments.     

I am looking to report back to Council in November and would seek the Trust’s input 
and if necessary would arrange a meeting to discuss your views.   

Naku noa, na 

Bruce Hodgins 
DIVISIONAL MANAGER LEISURE SERVICES 

s 7(2)(a)

s 7(2)(a)
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26 September 2003 

Contact: Bruce Hodgins 
Group/Division: Leisure Services 
Telephone: 570 6839 
Facsimile: 569 1625 
E.Mail: hodgins@huttcity.govt.nz 
Our Reference: PL15-40-1 

Te Runanganui oTaranaki Whanui ki te Upoko o te Ika a Maui 
PO Box 36 111 
LOWER HUTT 

Tena koe

NEW CEMETERY SITE INVESTIGATIONS 

In February this year Kelly Crandle wrote to the Runanga to outline investigations that 
Council was undertaking in its search for a possible new cemetery site for the City. 

This work has largely been completed with six sites coming under scrutiny.  The two 
sites that showed the most promise have been further investigated and our consultant 
has recommended that the Council owned land at the end of Waiu Street, Wainuiomata 
(as the most favoured site,) be subjected to an ecological survey, drainage investigations 
and regulatory requirements. 

I have enclosed a copy of the report for your information.  

I understand that the Runanga may be interested in this land for similar purposes and 
would be interested in obtaining your comments.  I am looking to report back to 
Council in November and would be happy to meet with you before that time to discuss 
your views.   

Naku noa, na 

Bruce Hodgins 
DIVISIONAL MANAGER LEISURE SERVICES 

s 7(2)(a)

s 7(2)(a)
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