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25 March 2026 
 
Alastair Hill 

 
 
 
Tēnā koe Alastair, 
 
Request for Information – Local Government Official Information and Meetings 
Act (LGOIMA) 1987 
 
We refer to your official information request dated 26 February 2026, seeking all 
communications between Christopher Milne and elected members of Hutt City 
Council. Specifically, you requested: 
 

“Any and all communication between Christopher Milne and: 
• All Hutt City Councillors 
• Mayor 

Between 29 October 2025 and 26 February 2026. 
 
For the avoidance of doubt this includes communication via: 

• Text message 
• Facebook messenger 
• WhatsApp 
• Signal 
• Any other messaging app 
• Email 
• Phone call 
• Meeting 
• Conversation 
• Any other way in which there has been communication 
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This must include both Hutt City Council and personal emails, cell phone 
numbers etc of elected members.” 

 
Answer: 
 
In response to your request, Council approached all elected members to identify 
any communications within scope. Most elected members advised that they did 
not have any communications with Christopher Milne during the timeframe of 
your request. The Mayor also confirmed that no communications took place. 
Two elected members identified communications that fall within scope. 
 
Councillor Prabha Ravi advised that she received two WhatsApp messages from 
Christopher Milne on 16 January 2026, which have been provided and are 
enclosed with this response. She also received a phone call from him on the 
same day during which he checked in on how she was settling into her role as a 
new councillor. She described this as a general conversation. 
 
Councillor Tony Stallinger advised that he had no written communications or 
meetings with Christopher Milne during the period covered by your request. He 
did recall a total of five phone calls over that time for which no records were 
kept. He could recall the content of one of those calls, which took place on 23 
February 2026. During that call Christopher Milne asked what he thought of the 
Targeted Operating Model. Councillor Stallinger recalled responding that while 
some aspects relating to benchmarking could have been done better, he 
considered the overall approach and work undertaken to be impressive and 
expected that it would help guide future decision making. 
 
There were no other communications identified as being within scope. As a 
result, we are refusing the remainder of your request under section 17(g) of the 
LGOIMA because the information is not held.  
 
You have the right to seek an investigation and review by the Ombudsman of this 
response. Information about how to make a complaint is available at: Office of 
the Ombudsman - Complaints, or freephone 0800 802 602. 
 

https://www.ombudsman.parliament.nz/what-ombudsman-can-help/complaints-about-government-agencies/how-make-complaint
https://www.ombudsman.parliament.nz/what-ombudsman-can-help/complaints-about-government-agencies/how-make-complaint
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Please note that this response to your information request may be published on 
Hutt City Council’s website: Proactive releases - Hutt City Council. 
 
 
Ngā mihi nui 
 
 
 
 
Rebekah van der Splinter 
Senior Advisor, Official Information and Privacy 
  

https://www.huttcity.govt.nz/council/contact-us/make-an-official-information-act-request/proactive-releases
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16 January 2026 – WhatsApp messages – Christopher Milne to Cr Prabha Ravi 
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19 October 2025 to 17 January 2026 – Signal messages between the Mayor and 
Christopher Milne 
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