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28 May 2026 

Jason Durry 
 

Tēnā koe Jason, 

Request for Information – Local Government Official Information and Meetings 
Act (LGOIMA) 1987 

We refer to your official information request dated 1 May 2026, seeking 
information about correspondence between Hutt City Council and Guildford 
Timber Company and related entities regarding reverse sensitivity effects and 
development near the Silverstream Landfill. Specifically, you requested: 

I am therefore seeking copies of all correspondence between Hutt City 
Council and Guildford Timber Company or any of its subsidiary's 
(Silverstream Forest Limited, Awa Enviromental for example) on this 
matter. While having all 20 years of correspondence would be my 
preference, to ensure this request is granted please provide what ever 
does not require substantial collation and research.  

Answer: 

In response to your request, please refer to Appendix 1 below which details the 
documents in scope of your request and Council’s decision on its release. Please 
note, some information has been withheld under section 7(2)(a) of the LGOIMA to 
protect the privacy of natural persons.  

Council has considered whether the public interest in release of the withheld 
information outweighs the need to withhold it and has concluded that it does 
not. 

s7(2)(a)
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With regard to Appendix 1, it includes a draft Memorandum of Understanding 
between Hutt City Council and Guildford Timber Company dated 9 August 2007. 
To our knowledge, this draft memorandum was never signed, and we do not hold 
a signed copy. 
 
Research into the documents we hold suggests that following initial 
conversations and correspondence in 2007, there was no contact until 2024 in 
the context of the re-zoning proposal for Silverstream Forest. 
 
For completeness, Council also notes that representatives of Hutt City Council 
and Guildford Timber Company (and/or related entities) met on three occasions 
in relation to these matters, on 6 September 2024, 7 October 2024, and 25 March 
2025. 
 
You have the right to seek an investigation and review by the Ombudsman of this 
response. Information about how to make a complaint is available at: Office of 
the Ombudsman - Complaints, or freephone 0800 802 602. 
 
Please note that this response to your information request may be published on 
Hutt City Council’s website: Proactive releases - Hutt City Council. 
 
 
Ngā mihi nui 
 
 
 
 
Rebekah van der Splinter 
Senior Advisor, Official Information and Privacy 
  

https://www.ombudsman.parliament.nz/what-ombudsman-can-help/complaints-about-government-agencies/how-make-complaint
https://www.ombudsman.parliament.nz/what-ombudsman-can-help/complaints-about-government-agencies/how-make-complaint
https://www.huttcity.govt.nz/council/contact-us/make-an-official-information-act-request/proactive-releases
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Appendix 1: Documents for release 
 

Number Date Document Type Title/Subject Line Redaction Grounds 

1 8 May 2007 Letter SKM to Bruce Sherlock at HCC 
Some information has been 
withheld under s7(2)(a).  

2 23 May 2007 Letter 
Landfill Boundary and the 
Guildford Site 

Some information has been 
withheld under s7(2)(a).  

3 6 June 2007 Letter 
Reverse Sensitivity Silverstream 
Landfill 

Some information has been 
withheld under s7(2)(a).  

4 9 August 2007 
Memorandum of 
Understanding 

Reverse Sensitivity Issues 
Associated with the Silverstream 
Landfill 

Released to you in full. 

5 7 June 2024 Email 
Rezone proposal for 
Silverstream Forest 

Some information has been 
withheld under s7(2)(a).  

6 25 June 2024 Letter 
Further submission from Hutt 
City Council - Plan Change 50 

Some information has been 
withheld under s7(2)(a).  

7 24 October 2025 Email 
Guildford Timber Company - 
Fast Track Project Silverstream 
Forest Development 

Some information has been 
withheld under s7(2)(a).  
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